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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Koyukuk/Nowima National Wildlife Refhges 
PO Box 287 

Galena AK 99741 
907-656- 123 1 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

August 16,2005 

Mr. Dean Westlake, Tribal Administrator 
Louden Tribal Council 
P.O. Bua 244 
Galena, Alaska 99741 

Dcar Mr. Westlake: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sewice adrninistcrs three refuge units from our Eacilities in Galena. The three refugc units 
encompass the Koyukuk NWR at 4.5 million acres in sizc, the Nowitna NWR at 2.1 million acres in size and the Northern 
Unit of the Innoko NWR at 750,000 acres in size. Currently, wc cmploy 12 permanent staff who live in Galena year around. 
We have the following facilities located on the Galena Air Force base site that would potentially be directly impacted if the 
base were to completely shut down: 

We have three housing units on the base, buildings #I09 and #I11 whch are single Eamily houses and buildings 
R108 which is a dupla. All three buildings arc single story buildings. For these three units we rely on the basc for 
electricity and watcdscwer service. Currently, onc permanent staff lives in one o f  the residcnccs and the other two 
buildings arc prirnar~ly used to house seasonal summer staff and occasional visitors throughout the year. 
We lease a 'wareyard' area from the Stare that contains a storage building and our bulk unleaded fuel tank. We rely 
on the base for electrical power for both the building and to run the fuel pump on the tank. The building is not 
heated and just provides cold storage for small items. 
Wc Icase building #I842 from the US. Air Force. There is no fee to the lease. We rely on the base for electrical 
service to the building. The building does not have watcdsewer service a d  it is not heated. We utilize the building 
for cold storage for some of our equipment (e.g. boats, snow machines and fire cache supphes). 
We lease a lot on the airport site. Over the last two ycars we spent over % 150,000 in conswcting s temporary 
airplane storage building and paving the lot. From October - May we are primarily based out of our hangar via 
wheeled planes or planes on skis. Wr rely on the bade for electricity at the site. During thc October to May period, 
we rely on the base for maintaining the ski slrip and runway to w e  along with all other aircrafi in Galena. 

Sincerely, n 

A C ~ ~ X ~  Refuge Manager 
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