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DCN 8108
Executive Correspondence

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR TIM PAWLENTY

FEDERAL AFFAIRS
400 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 380, Washington, DC 20001
Votce: (202) 624-5308 - Fax: (202) 624-5425

August 23, 2005

FACSIMILE

To: Rory Cooper, CIV, WSO-BRAC

From: Billi Jo Zielinski, Deputy Director of Federal Affairs

Re: Letter to Chairman Principi from Governor Tim Pawlenty
Pages: 2 (including cover)

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Have a great remainder of your day!

Billi Jo Zielinski

(emaniled also)
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STATE OF-MINNESOTA

Office of Governor Tim Pawlenty
130 State Capitol] + 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard ¢ Saint Paul, MN 55155

August 23, 2005

Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Chair, Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

As Commander-In-Chief of the Minnesota National Guard, I am writing to express my
support for the position of the Adjutants General Association of the United States
(AGAUS) with respect to the Department of Defense BRAC recommendations pertaining
to the Air National Guard.

Like AGAUS, I support the concept of the BRAC process. However, I remain opposed
to the use of the BRAC process for what amounts to programmatic actions.

More specifically, I understand that the Duluth-based 148™ Fighter Wing’s Block 25 F-
16’s may need 1o be retired in the next decade due to their advanced age. However, [
strongly believe that Minnesota and our country would be well served by a continuation
of the 148™ through a viable follow-on mission. The modern infrastructure, past
operational performance, and recruiting/retention successes combine to make the 148%
one of the premicr Air National Guard organizations in the country and serve as a basis
for continuation of the 148", Equally important, these are programmatic factors that
underscore the success of the 148" and, as such, are not the purview of the BRAC's
mission.

For these reasons, as you begin your fina] deliberations, 1 strongly utrge you to favorably
cousider the AGAUS position and remove the Department's programmatic
rccommendations from the BRAC’s final list.



