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S T A T E  O F  F L O R I D A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F A I R S  
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home" 

JEB BUSH 
Gwma 

THADDEUS L. COHEN. &A - 
August 23,2005 

'Xhe Honorable Anthony I. Principi 
Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Rncipi: 

History tells us that there are no coastal or inland locations in the castem or southm 
United States immune to hurricane impacts The northeastern coast of Florida has been the least 
vulnerable to hurricane hazards when compared to the rest of Florida since reliable hunicane 
records began in 185 1. When considering location, hurricane history, and computer modeling of 
hurricane hazards, Occana Naval Air Base in southeast Virglnia is more prone to stom surge 
from landfalling hurricanes when compared to Cecil Field Naval Air Base. Storm surge is 
historically one of the most damaging hazards associated with landfalling hurricanes. The storm 
surge model used by the National Hurricane Center tclls us that Oceana Naval Air Station in 
southeast Virginia is prone to isolation from storm surge flooding if a major hurricane impacted 
rhe region. 

Northeast Florida Iias experienced two direct Impacts from landfalling hurricanes during 
the past century - hurricanes David (1 979, Category 1) and Dora (1964, Category 2). Southeast 
Virginia was impacted by hur~icanes Isabel (20031, Hazel (19541, and the 1933 Chesapeake Bay 
hunicme. Considering the relatively small amount af historical hurricane data available, the 
calculated hurricane relum periods from the National Hurricane Center, and the comparative 
vulnerability to stom surge, there is not a significantly greater risk posed by landfalling 
hurricanes at Cecil Field Naval Air Station than at Oceana Naval Air Station. 

Florida's State Emergency Response Team has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment 
to assist the rapid res~oratian of critical infrastructure as soon as weather conditions improve in 
the hours following a hurricnn e landfall. A critical element of response and recovery operations 
during the 5 hunicane landfalls that Florida has ehperienced between August 2004 and July 2005 
is the Flo~ida National Guard. 

2 5 S S  S H U M A R D  O A K  B O U L E V A R D  T A L L A H A S S E E ,  F L O R I D A  3 2 3 6 0 - 2 1 0 0  
P h o n e !  8 5 0 . 4 8 8 . 8 4 6 6 / S u n c o r n  2 7 8  8 4 6 6  F A X :  8 5 0 . 9 2 1 . 0 7 8 1 1 S u n c o m  2 9 1 . 0 7 8 1  

I n t e r n e 1  a d d r e s s  ~llu:llwww,dca.slala.fl.us 

DCN 8121
Executive Correspondence



08/22/05 18: 31 DIU EMERG MGMT 617036992735 

S T A T E  O F  F L O R I D A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F A I R S  
"Dedicated fo making Florida a better place to call home" 

JEB BUSH 
Oovema 

The Florida National Guard is b a e d  in St. Augustine, or just to the southeast of Cecil 
Field Naval Air Station. The close proximity of the Florida National Guard's assets and 
personnel to Cecil Field would significantly enhance the response and recovery operations in this 
region in the event of a landfalling humcane or tropical storm. 

I certify that the information contained in this submission to the BRAC Commission is 
accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief as required by Section 2905 of the 
Defense Base Closure and Reoligment Act of 1990. 

W. Craig Fugate, Director 
Ben Nelson, State Meteorologist 
Florida Division of Emergency Management 

WCF / bn 
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S T A T E  O F  F L O R I D A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F A I R S  
"Dediceted to maklng FiorJda a better place to call home" 

THADDEUS L COHW, A M  
hrersy 

August 23,2005 

The I-Tonorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

History tells us that there are no coastal or inland locations in the eastern or southern 
United States immune to hurricane impacts. The northeastern coast of Florida has been the least 
vulnerable to hurricane hazards when compared to the rest of Florida since reliable hurricane 
records began in I 85 1. When considering location, hurricane history, and computer modeling of 
hurricane hazards, Oceana Naval Air Base in southeast Virginia i s  more prone to storm surge 
from landfalling hurricanes when compared to Cecil Field Naval Air Base. Storm surge is 
historically one of the most damaging hazards associated with Iandfalling hurricanes. The storm 
surge model used by the National Hurricane Center tells us that Oceana Naval Air Station in 
southeast Virginia IS prone to isolation from storm surge flooding if a major hurricane impacted 
the region. 

Northeast Florida h ~EI experienced two direct impacts from landfalling hurricanes during 
the past century - hurricanes David (1979, Category 1)  and Dora (I 964, Category 2). Southeast 
Virginia was impacted by hurricanes Isabel (2003). Haae1(1954), and the 1933 Chesapeake Bay 
hurricane. Considering the relatively small amount of historical humcane data available, the 
calculated hunicane return periods from the National Hurricane Center, and the comparative 
vulnerability to stonn surge, there i s  not a significantly greater risk posed by landfalling 
hurricanes at Cecil Field Naval Air Station than at Ocema Naval Air Station. 

Florida's State Emergency Response Team has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment 
EO assist the rapid restoration of cr~tical infrastructure as soon as weather conditions improve in 
the hours following a hurricane landfall. A critical element of response and recovery operations 
during the 5 hurricane landfalls that Florida has experienced between August 2004 and July 2005 
is  the Florida National Guard. 
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STATE O F  F L O R I D A  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F A I R S  
"Dedlcafed lo making Florida a befter place to call home" 

THADDEUS L. COHEN, U A  
m 

The Florida National Guard is based in St. Augusthe, or just to the southeast of Cecil 
Field Naval Air Station. The close proximity of the Florida National Guard's a w l s  and 
personnel to Cecil Field would significantly enhance the response and recovery operations in this 
region in the event of a landfalling hurricane or tropical stom. 

I certify that the information contained in this submission to the B M C  Commission is 
accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief as required by Section 2905 of the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990. 

Respectfully, 

WCF i bn 

W. Craig Fugate, Director 
Ben Nelson, State Meteorologist 
Florida Division of Emergency Management 
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