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ST- OF FLORIDA 
Deparment of Milhry A6Fairs 

St. Francis Barracks, P.O. Box 1008 
St. Aup;ustine, Florida 320851008 

The Honorable Anthony J, Principi 
Chairman 
B M C  Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter relates to the Cornmission hearing on August 20& regding Oceana Naval Air 
Station, VA and Cecil Field, Jacksonville, JX. I was very surprised to learn of testimony 
suggesting air space around Cecil Field and access to the Mantic-ORkhore Warning Areas and 
other training sites was significantly res&icted by commercial air trafEic. As you h o w ,  the 
Florida Air Nxti01lizl Guard's 125' Fighter Wiog is home based in Jackscmville less than 20 
miles fiom Cecil Field. Florida Guard F-15 Eagles have flown the same corridors and access 
routes available to Cecil Field for more than a decade. Our experience is that Jacksonville 
represents a near ideal training location for militaq aviation The city is close to many large 
training areas and enjoys few restrictions with easy access to instrumented range% live air-teau 
and air-to-ground ranges, and numerous ground theat emitters. 

The primary airspace utilized by the 1 2 5 ~  F i t e r  Wing is Warning Area (W) 157 and W158. 
W157, located 60 miles east of Jacbrsonville, provides up to 100 mile plus intercepts, live chaff 
and flares, live air to air gunnery, and supersonic flight f?om surface to 50,000 feet. The range is 
instrumented to provide both real time range monitoring and playback for mission debriefing. 
W158 is similar to W 157, minus the instrumented mge, and is locat.4 60 miles southeast of 
Jacksonville. Together, these ranges encompass over 200 miles n& to south and 1 10 miles east 
to west. Both airspaces support night operations, including "lights out" training with night vision 
ooggles. The flow to and fiom these airspaces is simple and efficient. 0 

In addition to the W157 and W158 complex, there are several other airspaces inside 200 
miles available for use &om northeast Florida. Air to Air training missions can be accomplished 
at Live Oak military operating area (MOA), Canabelle MOA, W470, W 15 1, and Moody MOA 
Air to ground training is available at Pdarka MOq Avon Park MOA, and Townsend ranges 
(R3007 and R.3005). These ranges provide maximum flexibility for fighter training. Also, Cecil 
Field has been used as a temporary fighter cmin'lng station by various European countries 
because of its robust fighter training opportunities. 

DCN 8122
Executive Correspondence



F a x :  9 0 4 - 8 2 3 - 0 1  49  h u g  2 2  2 0 0 5  1 5 : 5 1  P. 0 3  

In summar)., Ced Field offers outstanding access to a wide may of fighter ranges and is not 
encumbered by commercial aircrafk requirements. Coordination with the FAA is absolutely 
superb. Simply put, the military air space available in northeast Florida is exceptional. 

'Y certrifj rhat the i-a;lion cmtainedin thir snrbnu'ssim to the E&4C Cam~nission i~ 
aemute and complete to the best of my knowledge and befief us required 6y Section 2905 ofzk 
Defme Bme Closure andReu11gnment Act of lr990." 

Sincerely, 

DOUGLAS BURNETT 
Major General 
The Florida National Guard 
The Adjutant General 

Copy Furnished: 
Mr. Fetzer, Senior Analyst Navy Team 
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