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. . - 
Dear CO- 

As you know, I have contacted the Commission in the past to express my concern 
with DOD BRAC recommendations for the Air Guard, specifically in reference to the 
methodology used in the recommendation to strip the 1 17th Air Refueling Wing in 
Birmingham, Alabama, of its aircraft. Under the BRAC recommendations, six Air Guard 
units rated lower in military value than Birmingham had their number of tankers 
maintained or increased. It has recently been brought to my attention that BRAC 
Commissioner Harold Gehman expressed similar concerns at a July 18 BRAC 
hearing, noting that BRAC recommendations for the Air Guard substantially deviated 
from the BRAC law by using "military judgment" over military value. 

In that hearing, Commissioner Gehman noted that: 

"This recommendation ... appears to substantially deviate from the BRAC 
legislation. It appears to violate several standing regulations and laws. And it 
appears to have several hidden policy issues embedded in it -- policy issues like 
there shall -- not every state shall have a flying unit; policy issues like we want 
the active component to have better access to airframes so they can fly them more 
often, and therefore, we're going to use the other guy's airframes more often." 
(transcript page 97) 

"So in my time here, I would simply like to request that the Air National Guard, 
the National Guard Bureau and the Air Force have got to help us figure out what 
to do with what appears to be an unworkable and unsatisfactory set of 
recommendations. And I would just like to add that I would request from you all 
commissioner-level briefings in which we would have the time to go through my 
32 questions -- my understandings or my perceptions of places where you've 
deviated from the BRAC legislation, where you have misapplied military value; 
you've substituted military judgments when the numbers didn't work out right. 
And this is going to take a long time. And I solicit your help on how to proceed 
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through that. That is my request from both of you, General James and General 
Wood." (Transcript page 98) 

It does not make sense for the 1 1 7th Air Refueling Wing in Birmingham to lose its 
fleet to locations that rate lower in military value and possess a decreased capability in 
terms of runway length and hangar capacity. I urge the Commission to continue to look 
thoroughly and skeptically at the DOD Air Guard recommendations. I trust that the 
Commission will follow existing BRAC statutes by ensuring that aircraft are strategically 
placed according to demonstrated capability and infrastructure. I believe such 
considerations would dictate that the KC-135 fleet will remain at the 1 1 7 ' ~  Air Refueling 
Wing in Birmingham. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

cc: Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Commissioner Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
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August 18,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
BRAC 2005 Independent Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Via iracsimile (703) 699-2'735 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

As you know, I have contacted the Commission in the past to express my concern 
with DOD BRAC recommendations for the Air Guard, specifically in reference to the 
methodology used in the recommendation to strip the 1 17th Air Refueling Wing in 
Birmingham, Alabama, of its aircraft. Under the BRAC recommendations, six Air Guard 
units rated lower in military value than Birmingham had their number of tankers 
maintained or increased. It has recently been brought to my attention that BRAC 
Commissioner Harold Gehman expressed similar concerns at a July 18 BRAC 
hearing, noting that BRAC recommendations for the Air Guard substantially deviated 
fiom the BRAC law by using "military judgment" over military value. 

In that hearing, Commissioner Gehman noted that: 

"This recommendation ... appears to substantially deviate fiom the BRAC 
legislation. It appears to violate several standing regulations and laws. And it 
appears to have several hidden policy issues embedded in it -- policy issues like 
there shall -- not every state shall have a flying unit; policy issues like we want 
the active component to have better access to airframes so they can fly them more 
often, and therefore, we're going to use the other guy's airframes more often." 
(transcript page 97) 

"So in my time here, I would simply like to request that the Air National Guard, 
the National Guard Bureau and the Air Force have got to help us figure out what 
to do with what appears to be an unworkable and unsatisfactory set of 
recommendations. And I would just like to add that I would request fiom you all 
commissioner-level briefings in which we would have the time to go through my 
32 questions -- my understandings or my perceptions of places where you've 
deviated from the BRAC legislation, where you have misapplied military value; 
you've substituted military judgments when the numbers didn't work out right. 
And this is going to take a long time. And I solicit your help on how to proceed 
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through that. That is my request from both of you, General James and General 
Wood." (Transcript page 98) 

It does not make sense for the 1 1 7 ' ~  Air Refueling Wing in Birmingham to lose its 
fleet to locations that rate lower in military value and possess a decreased capability in 
terms of runway length and hangar capacity. I urge the Commission to continue to look 
thoroughly and skeptically at the DOD Air Guard recommendations. I trust that the 
Commission will follow existing BRAC statutes by ensuring that aircraft are strategically 
placed according to demonstrated capability and infrastructure. I believe such 
considerations would dictate that the KC-135 fleet will remain at the 1 17th Air Refueling 
Wing in Birmingham. 

Sincerely, 

kL pencer Bachus 
Member of Congress 

cc: Commissioner Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
Commissioner James V. Hansen 
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