
August 15,2005 AUG 1 8  2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi Rece~r.eti 

Chairman 
Independent Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission ' 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

T'ne 2005 BRAC reconimendations 5 om the U.S. D ~ p ~ m c n t  of the Army wou!d close 
the Charles E. Kelly Support Center which includes a commissary and post exchange that 
serves over 69,000 active duty military, retirees and reservists. However, this number 
increases to over 170,000 when active and retired Reserve and National Guard personnel 
are included from the Pittsburgh, PA service area. 

As you know, under the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (Public 
Law No: 108-1 36) Congress authorized unlimited commissary access for Reserve 
personnel under age 60 and National Guard members which has dramatically increased 
the customer base for commissary services. In addition, the service area of the Charles E. 
Kelly support facility includes over 253,103 veterans. 

As stated in previous correspondence to the commission, closure of the commissary 
would force those currently receiving services as the Charles E. Kelly support facility to 
travel over 400 miles roundtrip either to the Army War College at the Carlisle Barracks 
in Carlisle, PA (188 miles one way) or Wright Patterson AFR in Dayton, OH (250 miles 
one way). 

The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA), which operates our nation's commissaries, 
has expressed an interest ic  constructing a new commissary to meet the growicg ceed for 
these services in the Pittsburgh region as far back as 1995. Recently, the Adjutant 
General for Pennsylvania Major General Jessica Wright of the Pennsylvania Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs, which provides programs and support for 
Pennsylvania's 1.2 million veterans and their families stated in a July 25,2005 letter to 
Mr. Patrick Nixon, Director of DeCA to "undertake a needs assessment and survey for a 
new commissary on available land next to the 9gth Regional Readiness Command 
Headquarters" and that "such a survey would validate the need for commissary services 
in the region as well as the desirability of locating a commissary to this site."' 
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In addition, Major General Karol A. Kennedy Commanding General of the 99th Regional 
Readiness Command suggests in an August 11,2005 letter that DeCA "conduct a needs 
assessment and survey for a new commissary on ample and available land right next to 
the 99th Regional Readiness Command Headquarters in Coraopolis, Pennsylvania" and 
that "an assessment and survey will uncover and confirm the need and high demand for 
commissary and post exchange services in this area in addition to the appeal of relocating 
the commissary to this locati~n."~ 

I share your concerns regarding the devastating effect that the BRAC process can have in 
maintaining the necessary recruitment and retention of our armed forces. Accordingly, I 
wanted to bring the above facts to your attention as the final BRAC deliberations are set 
to occur on August 24,2005 and DeCA is not directly involved in the BRAC process. 
This factor could preclude the onset of the proper assessment and survey necessary to 
confirm the ample need for the construction of a new commissary adjacent to the 99th 
Regional Readiness Command. 

Accordingly, I would urge you to take into account the high volume of active duty and 
retiree military personnel as well as Southwestern Pennsylvania's high concentration of 
veterans and to preserve and expand the commissary and post-exchange at the Charles E 
Kelly support facility to a new site adjacent to the 99th Regional Readiness Command to 
ensure that Pennsylvania's military personnel and veterans receive the benefits they have 
earned protecting the freedoms that we hold most dear. If the Charles E. Kelly facility is 
to be closed, I strongly recommend that its commissary remain open until a new facility 
can be built. 

Sincerely, 

w~~ Tim Murphy 
Member of Congress w 
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