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BRAC Commission 

TOWN OF GOSNOLD 
CUTTYHUNK, MA 02713 

A% 2 2 2005 
Received 

August 18,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Crock Street, Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Selectmen of the Town of Gosnold, Massachusetts, 
concerning the proposal to close Otis Air Force Base, which provides facilities from which the 
U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod operates. The Massachusetts Town of Gosnold consists 
of a string of islands running east to west from Woods Hole, the southernmost point on Cape 
Cod, to Cuttyhunk Island some 12 miles off the mainland coast across Buzzards Bay. Cuttyhunk 
Island is populated by hundreds of residents in the summer months and by a core of year-round 
residents in winter. Cuttyhunk Island is isolated from all mainland points due to its distant 
geographic location. The only public transportation to the island is provided by a small ferry 
from New Bedford running daily in the summer but only intermittently in the winter, and in all 
cases only one trip per day which takes approximately 1 % hours. There are no hospital 
facilities whatsoever on the island except a one room infirmary staffed in the summer by visiting 
doctors. A serious medical condition arising at any time during the year would require 
emergency air evacuation service. While commercial air ambulance services are the first option 
in these circumstances, bad weather frequently shuts down the operations of commercial air 
ambulance helicopters. When this happens, the only remaining option to provide emergency 
medical response for Cuttyhunk Island is the Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod helicopters 
which are able to fly in conditions in which commercial air ambulances will not. It perhaps goes 
without saying that in a medical emergency time is the absolute critical factor. Reducing the 
capability of the U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod to respond in such an emergency would 
serve to tilt the balance from life toward death. 

For those of us who live on Cuttyhunk and in other parts of the Town of Gosnold, the 
decision to close Otis is one that boils down to concerns over life or death. We urge the BRAC 
to help keep Otis Air Force Base open so that the U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod will 
have sufficiently local facilities from which to respond to a medical emergency in the Town of 
Gosnold. 

Sincerely, 

Malcolm L. Davidson 
Selectman, Town of Gosnold 
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2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
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Becei vt, 
RE: Support of Otis Air National Guard Base and Coast Guard operations 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I supporti the retention of the Otis Air National Guard (Otis ANG) Base operations at the 
Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR). Otis ANG Base is an integral and valued part of 
the Sandwich community, the entire Cape Cod and Islands region. Most importantly, the 
military missions it fulfills are of utmost importance to the safety and protection of the United 
States, in general, and the Northeast, in particular. It also supports the Coast Guard. 

Otis ANG Base and F-15s from the 102"~ Fighter Wing were the first military aircraft to 
reach the World Trade Center during the September 11, 2001 attacks. They regularly provide a 
myriad of military and homeland security functions, as well as vital support to the U.S. Coast 
Guard at Air Station Cape Cod, one of the busiest installations in the country. Otis ANG Base is 
the host installation for all of the military and homeland security operations at the MMR, 
including U.S. Army Guard training at Camp Edwards and numerous Coast Guard operations. 
It is clear the loss of Otis would severely damage the shared infrastructure and resources 
currently found on the MMR. 

As a homeowner on Martha's Vineyard I have seen how the Coast Guard operates from 
Otis and saves lives on the Islands by Medevacing seriously ill people under conditions that 
others can not fly in. In addition, they save lives at sea. I strongly urge the Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission to remove Otis ANG Base from the list of military installations being 
considered for closure andlor realignment. Otis ANG Base is too important for our nation's 
security and homeland defense to be relocated and it allows vital life saving to be performed. 

I am all for saving tax payer money but I do not think a reduction at Otis will provide real savings 
due to the interaction of all the agencies that operate there. And what is the value of several 
lives saved every year? 

P.0 Box 6074 
West Chop 
Martha's Vineyard, MA 02573 




