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THE GOVERNOR August 22, 2005

The Honorable Lloyd W. Newton

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Newton:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111™ Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable Sue E. Turner

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Turner:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why [ am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911% Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111" Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

€ dund G Rpily

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable James T. Hill

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hill:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911™ Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111™ Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111™ Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, T have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111" Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911™ Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable James V. Hansen

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hansen:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that [ am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111" Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" F ighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc:  The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable Philip Coyle

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Coyle:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that [ am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111 Fighter Wing are

crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911™ Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" F ighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

€ drnd G. Fenddlf

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable James H. Bilbray

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Bilbray:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111% Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111™ Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

€ dund G‘Tw

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable Harold W. Gehman

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Gehman:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911™ Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111% Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111™ F ighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure
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The Honorable Anthony J Principi

Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

Since the release of the Department of Defense (DoD) BRAC recommendations on
May 13, 2005, I have worked hard to make the case that affected facilities and units in
Pittsburgh and Willow Grove remain open. Some have questioned why I am fighting the
DoD plan, with more cynical observers suggesting that I am “playing politics.” Rather
than politics, however, my efforts in the BRAC process are grounded solely in my desire
and obligation as Governor to ensure Pennsylvania’s security.

Today, an incident occurred in Southeastern Pennsylvania that underscores why the
continuation of facilities and units like Pittsburgh’s 911" Airlift Wing, the Willow Grove
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, and the National Guard’s 111% Fighter Wing are
crucial to maintaining a safe and secure commonwealth. During the height of rush hour
this morning, a 9,000-gallon gasoline fuel tanker went out of control, hit a barrier, and
exploded on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. The fire was intense, with temperatures
exceeding 2000 degrees and causing aluminum, steel, and portions of the roadway to melt.
Smoke could be seen from 25 miles away.

Approximately eight local fire companies responded, but after 30 minutes the
inferno still raged and it was determined that high-pressure foam would be needed to bring
the fire under control. The closest equipment available with high-pressure foam capability
was dispatched from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base under State
Police escort. Upon their arrival, the NAS JRB firefighters and their specialized fire truck
extinguished the blaze in little more than 60 seconds. A major catastrophe was averted.
For your information, I am attaching a photograph of the NAS JRB fire truck on the scene.
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This unfortunate event highlights why I will fight to the end to maintain these
irreplaceable facilities and units in our state. Without question, their presence in
Pennsylvania strengthens our safety. As you are aware, if the DoD recommendations with
respect to the 911" Airlift Wing, Willow Grove NAS JRB, and the 111" Fighter Wing are
upheld, their personnel, equipment and unique capabilities will be lost from Pennsylvania
forever. Therefore, when your final deliberations commence this Wednesday, I ask that
you take today’s near disaster into consideration.

Sincerely,

T dnd GW

Edward G. Rendell
Governor

cc: The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Rick Santorum

Enclosure





