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August 23,2005 

Mr. Anthony J. Principi, Commission Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

With final BRAC deliberations and voting scheduled to begin tomorrow, I wanted to take 
this opportunity to thank you and your fellow Commissioners for your hard work during 
what I know has been a grueling process. Your service and professionalism has not gone 
unnoticed. 

Throughout the last several weeks, I have sent you many letters detailing the importance 
of the 1 3oth Airlift Wing not only to the state of West Virginia but to our nation, and why 
it should be removed from the BRAC list. I sincerely appreciate your taking the time to 
consider these letters and the topics they addressed (constitutional rights of Governors, 
Air National Guard strength levels, educational assistance, homeland security issues, 
natural disaster response, National Capitol Region response/protection, etc.). 

I have said from the beginning of the BRAC process that West Virginia and the 130th 
were not looking for any special treatment, we were simply asking for a fair review of the 
facts. Those facts, as I, and others, have shared with you, speak for themselves and are 
most definitely on the side of the 1 3oth Airlifi Wing. 

Therefore, on behalf of the members of the 1 3oth and the people of West Virginia, I 
respectfully ask one last time that you and the members of the BRAC Commission 
review the information presented to you very closely. I am confident that when you do, 
you will see that it just makes common sense to allow the 1 3oth Airlift Wing to continue 
on its current, and extremely important, mission by removing it from the BRAC list. It is 
without a doubt the right thing to do. 

With warmest regards, 

Joe Manchin 111 
Governor 








