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December 2, 2004

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld

Secretary, United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We are writing you to express our strongest support for the continued location of the

Army Research Office in North Carolina. We understand the lease on its office space in

Research Triangle Park expires this month and that there is some question as to its

renewal. This has led to renewed speculation as to the Axmy's long-term plans regarding ;
the location of the office.

As you well know, the Army Research Office has been in North Carolina for the last 53
years, benefiting the Army Department of Defense, and North Carolina. The Research
Tnangle Park area is 2 hub of innovation, attracting four times as much research and
development funding from private sources as from the federal government. This location
is also within close proximity of three of the nation's highest caliber universities. The
only US location with a greater concentration of top schools has a cost of living nearly
double that of the current location.

We fully support efforts by the Department of Defense to maximize effectiveness while
streamlining costs and saving taxpayer dollars. However, the Army Research Office is
ideally positioned to partner with leading universities, high technology corporations and
military customers. The current geographical location is ideal for accelerating the
ground-breaking research and developmext so essential to transformation while realizing
the best balance of cost and effectiveness.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Not only do we urge you to oppose any
efforts to relocate the Army Research Office from North Carolina, we request your
support to find it permanent space.

Sincerely,
6. HPu
DAVID PRICE
Member of Congress
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