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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defme 
1000 Defense f entagon 
Washingtm, BC 21130 1- 1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

With the u p c m i ~ ~ g  base realignment and closure (BRAC] round, J am resp i.etfully 
requesting, that you maintain Fort Hunter Liggctt and Parks Reserve Forces rraning &a 
(Camp Parks) in California. 

In previous BRAC rounds, California has suffered a disproportionate reque i i h g  that you 
consider mainiahing Fort Huternumber bf base closures. With its strateg.: position in 
the Pacific Rim. California's bases suppbfl and maintain a skmg presence I rn ill8 West 
Coast. Fort Hunter Liggett t t d  Camp Parks both o h  extensive kaining fa ~jilities to 
better equip and prepare our service men a d  women. 

Fort Hunter Liggelt's diverse terrain is m a t c h e d  on other training bases. ':roqs em 
aain for a variety of situations in which they might otherwise be unpreparerl. The 

. brigade-level live fue exercise kainhz is anothrr asset ia which our troops are better 
prcpared Far cambat. Fort Hunter Liggett employs 167 personnel, while mrintaining over 
164,000 acres of traiaing ground for National Guard and Reserve troops &in the entire 
United States. 

In conjunction with Fort Hwter Liggm, Parks RFTA in Dublin, C n l i f ~ d : l  also offms 
training ground for Army Reservists. Home to the 91" DivisionHQ, Parks RFTAhxs 
over 192,5013 man days during 2004. With its close proximity ta Sm Franr.lsCo and the 
Port ofoakland, Parks RFTA is an inuegral base for the 20,000 Northern C:,xlifomia Amy 
Reservists who are based chere. 

Tkse  two bases provide invaluable specjalizd iraining in California far A m y  
Resemirits and the National Guard. With the United Stares' continued mili lary action in 
Afeanistan and Iraq, providing and maintaining a complete r r a i b g  prog:am for our 
&oops is parmount. Without propcr bimng, our troops are at a disadvanl I rge. 
Maintaining the bwes in California is an integral step in providing the  tmi~,ing our Army, 
Navy, hllarine Corps. and Air Force require. 

E-MAIL; Assemblymmbe~.Houston t ta~sornblyca.g~ O S U  08016-05 W E 8  h~~Iwww,a~@mb~.ca.goulhouston 
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Wbile each base h Califgnia serves an important function in our defmse s). item, I urge 
you to caasider maintaining Fort Hunter Liggett and Parks RI;TA as part o f  i he California 
Base System. 

In closing, I wish to reiterate my eonhued support for the Department of D ~fense and 
the United States mjlirary. The success of our military at hame and abroad ..s evidence if 
t be  Department of Defense's continued dedication to rnaint aining An~erica': I security. 

Senator, California District I5 
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