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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20201-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Hoe?
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With the upcoming base realipnment and closure (BRAC) round, J am respectfully
requesting that you maintain Fort Hunter Liggett and Parks Reserve Forces Training Area

(Camp Parks) in Californja,

In previous BRAC rounds, California has suffered s disproportionate requesting that you
consider maintaining Fort Hunter number of base closures. With its strateg 2 position in
the Pacific Rim, California’s bases support and maintain a strong presence on the West
Coast. Fort Hunter Liggeti and Camp Parks both offer extensive training fanilities to

better equip and prepare oug service men and women.

Fort Hunter Liggett's diverse terrain is unmetched on other training bases.

TTOOps cAn

train for a variety of sitvations in which they might otherwise be unprepare:l. The
brigade-leve) live fire exercise trairing is another asset in which our troops are better
prepared for combat. Fort Hunter Liggett employs 167 personnel, while muintaining over
164,000 acres of training ground for National Guard and Reserve troops {rom the entire

United States.

In conjunction with Fort Hupter Liggett, Parks RFTA in Dublin, Californis also offers
training ground for Army Reservists, Home to the 91" Division HQ, Parks RFTA has
over 192,500 man days during 2004, With its close proximity to San Francisco and the
Port of Qakland, Parks RFTA is an integral base for the 20,000 Northern Califonia Army

Reservisis who are based there.

These two bases provide imvaluable specialized taining in California for 4 my
Reservists and the National Guard. With the United States” continued mililary action in
Afghanistan and Irag, providing and maintaining a complete training prog:am for our
Iraops is paramount. Without proper training, our troops are at a disadvanlige.
Maintaining the bases in California is an integral step in providing the trauung our Armty,

Navy, Marine Corps. and Air Force require,
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While each base in California sexrves an important function in our defense sy item, I urge
you to consider maintaining Fort Hunter Liggett and Parks RFTA as part of the California
Base System.

In elosing, I wish to reiterare my continued support for the Department of Defense and
the United States military, The success of qur military at home and abroad .5 evidence if
the Department of Defense’s continued dedication to maintaining America’s security.

Sincerely,

Hgset

y S. Houston
semblyman, Californiz District 15

&] Maldon
Senator, California District 15
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