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April 15,2005 

Honorable Donrld L. Rumsfeld, Secretary 
United Stam Qtpwbnent of Defense 
The Puntagon, Room 3E966 
Washington, DC 20301 

We are writing to uptesr our strong support fm the Sima Army Dspot (Depot) and to 
murape  Depment  olDefensc (Don) officials to workwith the Depmmmr ofthe h m y  to 
expand the Dcpot's mission during the upcoming Bast Realignmeat and Closure (BRAC). As 
you know, the Depot's location, climate, and workforce make it an ideal installation for valuable 
misf i iw bonefrting all branch= of the med swices as well ar the D e p m m t  of Homeland 
Securiry (DHS). 

Curmrtly, the Depot it rxceiling in its s w i c o  to the Unitad States Army, the DoD, and most 
importanrly, to owbravc men and wnmm fighting around the world. Its c m t  mimion 
includes tha rtorsw, m n n u f a c ~ ,  mdntea~nca, and rapid delivezy of mitical w d i g h e r  $upplies 
gueh a8 mobile gehleum #ymtms,  hospital^, rnsdicjncs, und msdicat quipmmt. h addition to 
providing those and other critical irkutrutturs auppIies, the Dcpot manufacnrrsd thowan& af 
sets of armor reinforcements for h e  Army's High hfobilify Multi-hrpose Whaled Vehicles, 
completing apsigndwork ordcra one month &tad of 18eclule. Last month, thc Depot s t u d  
work on prodwing annor canversion kits for five ton-trucks making it the only installation in the  I 

country pcrforrning this task, fn light o f  the tootic6 used by the terrorist# in Af-stan and kaq, 
ws worked together to make b e  praductian of k s t  m r  units anationd priority. We have i 

, , 
bscn and continue to be impressed by the Depot's performance in this critically-important 
misdon. I I I 

As you may knaw, theDcpot propmy emompasse6 37,500 mostly flal acres smounded by high 
d& termin i d d  for tcaiaing m i a i m  br  all branched of the military, Addjtionally, IhL w m .  

I 
dry climate and 300 daye of sun&ine per year allow thenepot to p d d e  cost-effactive outdaar 

' I  
  to raga capabilitiae no1 po$aibIe in other arm of the country. T h a s  capabilities are being well 
ulilized, and the Depot recently embarked on a new mission to receivc. catalogue, and warehouc 
nearly 1,000 container3 oFmeria1 prevIou$ly labeled aa excess in military facilitier worlddds. 
This initiative haa allowed m i l i t q  commanders 10 rake advantage of th infra&tmclurc and 
climaie of the Depot and hap laved the A m y  over 530 million. We believe that those types of 
missions can be sfioiontly and effectively expanded at thcDepot and that its facilities 

i I 
capable of accepting additional DoD miraiom. 
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AB you know, tha Congm recsntly made another gignificaut investment in the Depot by 
appropriating 51 2 6  million far the extension and upgrade of A m k  Airf~td. Tbis extension 
will create cum more efficiency fw Depot operations and pmfectly complemmts at extmsivr 
rail and road network already in place. C~mntly, the Depot maintains approximately 59 billion 
in gavdmmenl asseta, including t h ~  aferemcntioncd transportation infrawcture, 6 t~ tbo f -Ulc  an 
manufachrrinp facilities, adminishative6pacc, and guest bilitisli. This infrpstrucbm upgrade 
combined with the Depot's proactive embracing of rho Amy's uanpfomation Maion imd 
process, h a  the h i l i t y  well positioned to wrve as the premier wcgt c o s t  stlagtstica center for 
DoD, 

We feel very strongly thmt the Depat hasprowen its ability to proride txcellrnt support to the 
mcn and women of ths a r m ~ d  fcrces as they fight rhE Global W ~ I  w Tma. With all its 
attributes, the Depor c m t t a  a supwior level of flexibiliFyfor Army officials. AE you carefully 
examhe insrallatims throughout the country, WB invite you to think of the Depot as ablank slate 
capnble of mwmpasslng nm operations and initiatives while maintaining its cwcnl level of 
excellence. 

We appreciate your attention to this issue. Please do not hesitah to cantact any of us if thm is 
anything we can da to b i ~ h  mom information rcgading the Depot or other bases in Califomia. 

ch;drman 
Amed Serviced Committee 
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