Tongress of e Wnited Btates
Washington, BE 20515

Septamber 24, 2004

The Honoreble Les Brownlee

, Acting Secretary of the Aoy
10Z Axmy Pentagon, Ream 3E732
Washington, DC 20310-0102

Dear Secretary Brownles,

W ars writing t0 share with you our strong support and entusissm for Fort
McPherson and Fort Gillom in Atlanta, Georgia. We call upon you to worlk with us 1o
psotect theer important facilities because they are necessary for our auational defense snd

they noke a direct contribution  the well-being of the men and wamen in the armed
serviced.

Aa you already know, Fart McPherson is s premiec Army instailstion in & world-
renowned city, Fort McPherson, siluated on 487 acres singe 1884, has been ao important
military post, horae today to U.S. Army Forces Copmand, the Third [1.S. Army, the U.S,
Army Regerve Command, and the South East Region of the Information Managemen|
Agency. Fort Gillem is the logistical base for the Army in Atanta and it is home to the
Army's only criminal investigation forensic lab, which will move into » new $29 million
facility in Pebruary, 2005. Fori Gillem is also hume to 89 crganizations including the
mu.s.m;.mz“kmmaﬁmmmmfmemsm
Atlants Distribution Conter, the Ailanta Militery Butrance Proceasing Station, and the 3¢
Military Police Group. Both of thess facilities work Logether us one inatellation end offer
tumernus other advaniages beyond its existing base infregiructure, excelienl guality of
life in Atlanta, and superior community support.

Fort McPherson is home to the U.S, Army Ferces Copunand, the Army

component of Joint Forods Cominand, trains, mobilizes, deplovs, sustyins, and
. Teconstitites combat ready forces to meed requirements of combatant sommanders acrogs

the fall spectrum of ¢urrent and futare operations. The Third US, Asiny serves as the
Army companent hesdquarters for [1.8. Contral Command tad it fanctions as a Joint
Farces Land Component Command or Coalition Joint Tagk Foros when designated by
Commander-in-Chief, U.S, Central Command, The 1J.8, Aty Reserve Commend
gerves as command and control beadquarters for all Ay Reserve forces. The USS.
Army Reserve Command also provides trained and ready combat support and combat
service supporl soldiars end units necessary (o support nationa! strategy during
peacstime, contingencies, and wir. The Southeast Region Office of the Installation
Management Agency provides equitable, effective and efficient management of Ammy
instuliations in the Southeastern TUnited States to support mission resdincss and
execution, enable tha well-being of soldiers, civilians and family mombers, unprove
infrastructury, and pregerve the environment,
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Fort Gillem is home to the First U.S. Anmy ensures the training, mebilizstion,
deployment, redeployment, and recanstitution of Army Reserve and National Gusrd units
in the eastarn U.S,, Puerto Rico, and the U8, Virgin Islands, The U.8. Army Crimainal
Inmugnmnlnbmatorypmviduwmdwuhfnmehbomymmdcpmn
U.8. Army school to train and certify individuals in all of the forensic disciplines. Fort
Gillem ig also home to the 2% Recruiting Brigade which recruits with integrity high
quality men and women to meet Aniy mission requirementa, while caring for all
members of the command. n-a“kﬁhwy?ohw&uuppamddulmllwofqudny
criminal investigative support end servicea for commenders, installations, and other areas
of Army interest in the twenty-sight statez east of the Mississippi, the Distriot of
Columbia, Pusrto Rico, Contral end South Americs, and the Caribbean.

Fort MoPherson and Fort Gillem offer nomercus other advantgges such as
convenienl access to Atlanta Hartafield-Jackson Intemational Airport, the nation’s busiest
sirpart, und Atlanta’s excellent public transportation system which provides easy
commutes 10 and from the base. - The greater Atlania arcs also has a first-class
Wmnmrkthathmﬂodmﬂm&n&nﬂ.mduumﬂmﬁmwldemﬂy
10 Washington, D.C. In addition, the surounding communities provide u strong
infrastructure fox Fort MoPherson and Fort Gillem and a first-rate quality of life that is
ideal for Ay personne] and their families, :

More than just @ headquaricrs, Fort McPherson and Fort Gillem are great asgets to
the city of Atlants and the stata of Georgia. We are proud of the fact that Georgia is
bome to Fort McPherzon and Fort Gillem, but we are particularly proud that the
installation in a highly-efficient, cost-cffective resource in supponi of our national
defonse. Therefore, we would nppreciate your considerntion of overyihing that these very
important facilitice provide for our armed forees, and we lock forward to working with
you to ensure that the assets of Fort McPherson 2nd Fort Gilletn are carefully cvaloated

and protocted.
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David Scott ohn Lewis
Member of Congress Member of Congress




