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Department of Defense Appeal
FY 2003 Defense Authorization Bill

Subject: Establish an Overseas Basing Commission

Language/Provision: Section 2842 of S.1050, the national Defense Authorization Bill for 2004,
would establish an overseas basing commission to assess our military infrastructure. The
proposed 9 member commission would be required to provide a report to the President and
Congress on the following issues: the number of forces required to be forward deployed; the
adequacy of training ranges to meet current and future missions; the amounts received from
foreign countries (direct payment or in-kind); and, the feasibility of closing, realigning or opening
military facilities. The legislation provides for no further action regarding the report.

DoD Position: The Department urges deletion of the Senate provision. An overseas basing
commission is neither necessary nor desirable. The Department has already accelerated its
ongoing review to adjust the global positioning of forces and supporting infrastructure in order to
inform the BRAC 2005 recommendations. An overseas basing commission is not necessary, and
may even be counterproductive to these efforts already underway.

On March 20, 2003, the Secretary of Defense directed the combatant commanders to
provide their priorities regarding the FY03 and FY04 military construction programs to ensure
that as we undertake this review we are spending our resources wisely and asked the Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to develop a
comprehensive and integrated overseas presence and basing strategy looking out 10 years. As a
result of this effort, the Department was able to trim $263M net in FY03/FY04 military
construction programs in Germany and lesser amounts elsewhere. Results of the comprehensive
and integrated basing strategy are due later this year. While the proposed overseas basing
commissioners would presumably have experience in national security or foreign policy, they can
not possibly have the knowledge of current defense strategy that is essential to having a
comprehensive and integrated strategy.

The Department urges deletion of this Senate provision.
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