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The Honorable James H. Bilbray
Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 @B!G,ﬁJAL .
Arlington, VA 22202 Ll

Dear Commissioner Bilbray:

We are writing to express our concern with the base realignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “‘warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location thai allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Fielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which (Pllots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172™ Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eielson Air Force Base during your review of the base realignment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIEL K. UYE TED STEVENS
Ranking Menjfer Chairman
Committee org Bppropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittecbn Defense Subcommittee on Defense
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Dear Commissioner Coyle:

We are writing to express our concern with the base realignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson 1s to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which c})ilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
ne environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eielson Air Force Base during your review of the base realignment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can

be of assistance.

TED STEVENS

Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense Subcommuttee on Defense

Cordially,
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The Honorable Harold W. Gehman, Jr.

Base Realignment and Closure Commission . o) 3

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 j’ jj ]f’%l‘
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Gehman:

We are writing to express our concern with the base reanignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “‘warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
Fast Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea. makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which })ilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable

We urge you to visit Eielson Air Force Base during vour review of the base realignment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially. .
DANIEL K. INOY TED STEVENS
Ranking Member Chairman
Committee on Apgjopriations Committee on Appropriations

Subcommittee on Befense Subcommittee on Defense
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Dear Commissioner Hansen:

We are wriiing to express our concern with tie base reaiignment and closure recommendation io reaiign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson'is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Fielson mission ot
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joirt
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which ‘Pilots can fire conventional weapons. FEielsons close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eleison Air Force Base during your review oi the base realignment and ciosurc
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIEL K. INDYYE - TED STEVENS
Ranking Memb Chairman
Committee on ropriations . Committee on Appropriations

Subcommittee oDefense Subcommittee on Defense
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Base Realignment and Closure Commissiog /-t
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hill;

We are writing to express our concern with the base realignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which c})ilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eieison Air Force Base during ycar review of the base realignment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIELK. J$UYE . TED STEVENS
Ranking Mempgr oo ‘ Chairman
Committee on{4ppropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee\yn Defense Subcommittee on Defense
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The Honorable Lloyd Warren Newton

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 0 H I G l NA

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202
Dear Commissioner Newton:

We are writing to express our concern with the base realignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm’ status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary missien of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which (})ilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eielson Air Force Base durirg your review of the base reaiijgnment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIELK. NQUYE - TED STEVENS
Ranking Memb ' ~ Chairman
Committee on ropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee oDefense Subcommuttee on Defense
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The Honorable Sue Ellen Turner
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Atlington, VA 22202 Oﬁ / G/NA[

Dear Commissioner Turner:

We are writing to eXpress our concern witi the opase reaiignment and ciosure tecommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which (})ilots can fire conventicnal weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eieison Air Force Base during your review ot the base realignment and closure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIEL K. YE . TEDSTEVENS
Ranking Mem Chairman
Committee on ropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee efense Subcommittee on Defense
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St

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

We are writing to express our concern with e dase reaiigment and ciosure recommendation (o reaiign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to national security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same is true for the Pacific Theater Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce our units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that previde for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which (Pilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eieison Air Force Base during your review of the pase realignimeni and ciosure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance. '

Cordially,
DANIEL K. INDUYE - TED STEVENS
Ranking Memb Chairman
Committee on ropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee orNDefense ' Subcommittee on Defense
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

OFiGIg

Dear Comymissioner Principt:

We are writing to express our concern with the base realignment and closure recommendation to realign
and convert Eielson Air Force Base to a “warm” status. It appears that this is inconsistent with the criteria set
out in law and the force structure plan. We believe the recommendation is faulty for the following reasons and
urge you to reconsider the decision.

First, the recommendation could be detrimental to nationai security. Eielson is in a strategic forward-
based location that allows units based there to respond to contingencies in Europe faster than units based on the
East Coast. The same 1s true for the Pacific Theater. Eielson units can deploy to Korea more expeditiously than
units based in California. Today, the primary mission of units stationed at Eielson is to reinforce cur units in
Korea. Our plans to reduce the number of aircraft and ground troops in Korea, makes the Eielson mission of
greater strategic importance and value to our nation.

Second, Eielson is adjacent to vast airspaces and ranges that provide for exceptional training and joint
experimentation opportunities. In fact, the installation sits right on the corner of one of the largest military
operating areas in North America, in which <})ilots can fire conventional weapons. Eielson’s close proximity to
Fort Wainwright (home of the Army’s 172" Stryker Brigade Combat Team) facilitates joint training and
operations which greatly improves combat readiness of both the Army and the Air Force. The installation has
no environmental or encroachment issues and given the many limitations on continental U.S. installations,
Eielson’s airspace is some of our country’s most valuable.

We urge you to visit Eielson Air Force Base during your review of the base realignment and ciosure
recommendations. We strongly encourage you to attend the regional hearing scheduled in Fairbanks, Alaska on
June 15, 2005. If you are unable to attend the hearing, please consider scheduling an Alaska visit to evaluate if
the Defense Department’s recommendation supports our national defense objectives.

We look forward to working with you during this process. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Cordially,
DANIEL K. IfpUYE D STEVENS |
Ranking Membgr Chairman
Committee onfgppropriations Committee on Appropriations
Subcommitteegn Defense Subcommittee on Defense



