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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

On behalf of the State of Maryland, I am writing to you today to express our support for
the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) recommendation to consolidate the chemical
and biological defense programs at Ft. Detrick in Frederick County, Maryland and Aberdeen
Proving Ground (APG) (Edgewood) in Harford County, Maryland. The rationale provided in the
BRAC report for relocating non-medical, chemical, and biological defense development and
acquisition activities to APG and Ft. Detrick is sound. Co-locating the procurement officers with
the program managers allows personnel to support the scientists and soldiers whose mission
includes the defense of the nation. The recommendation is also consistent with the national
security strategy to dissuade adversaries from developing chemical and biological weapons.

We support the BRAC report’s conclusion that the relocation will increase efficiency in
technology development and cost savings derived, in part, from the synergy of having the
chemical and biological programs consolidated in the biotechnology corridor. The
biotechnology corridor is a rectangular area situated between Frederick, Harford, and
Montgomery Counties in Maryland. The corridor contains more than three-fourths of all
biotechnology firms in Maryland, as well as the nation'’s principal research and development
centers for chemical and biological defense. The relocation of chemical and biological programs
to the corridor in Maryland is a logical step that we support.

. Finally, [ want to assure you that the Department of Business and Economic
Development (DBED) is working with Frederick and Harford Counties to ensure the BRAC
Commissioners are aware Maryland offers an attractive quality of life, highly-skilled workforce,
and excellent schools of higher learning. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me, or BGen J.M. “Mike” Hayes USMC (Ret.), Director, Office of Military and Federal
Affairs, DBED, at (410) 767-2988, toll free at 1 (888) 246-6736, or email at
mhayes@choosemaryland.org.
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Again, I appreciate the challenge that is before you and we in Maryland stand ready to
assist you in fully implementing your difficult but very visionary transformation strategy for our
armed forces.

Sincerely,

oo f

Aris Melissaratos
Secretary

cc: BGen J.M. “Mike” Hayes USMC (Ret.), Director, Office of Military and Federal Affairs,
DBED



