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June 13,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton 
The BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St. 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Newton 

Please accept this letter in regaird to the Department of Defense's recommendation that Cannon 
Air Force Base should be closed. As a long-time resident of Clovis, New Mexico, I feel that this 
decision is in error. With the almndance of air space and no encroachment issues as well as the 
fact that the Melrose bombing range is only seconds away, I cannot see how this base can be 
considered for closure. The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the 
perfect candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other 
military aircraft. Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, 
training, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and 
the US Navy. Cannon clearly does not fit the criteria for base closure. 

The closure of CAFB will have a devastating impact on our economy. The men and women 
serving at Cannon are truly part of our community, and the relationship between Cannon and the 
city of Clovis is uniquely strong. Housing costs in Clovis are very reasonable, and I think you 
will not find another community anywhere that welcomes service men and women more than 
Clovis, New Mexico. As Dean of Educational Services at Clovis Community College, I can 
attest to the positive feedback we continually receive from active duty and dependents in regard 
to the easy access they have to obtaining higher levels of education here. As a community 
member, I can attest to the valuable contribution service people make to our community. Having 
individuals from all over the United States as part of our student body and as part of our 
community enriches Clovis immeasurably. 

I ask you to reconsider Cannon's importance to the nation and to Clovis. Please, take Cannon 
Air Force Base off the proposed closure list. 

Sincerely, 

l$QL&tw- 
Becky Carruthers 
Dean of Educational Services and Chair, 
Division of Business and Technology 
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