
Dear Anthony J. Principi, 

This is my input concerning your decision to close Cannon AFB in Clovis, NM. 
Here are a couple of reasons we have to offer to keep Cannon open as well as 
the major impact it would have on the surrounding community. 

Eastern New Mexico and West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on CAFB for 
healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation within 
225 miles or more to serve our retired military. (Albuquerque, Ft. Worth, 
Alarnagordo) 

The weather in Eastern Mew Mexico provides a year round training ability with 
the exception of a few w:indy days; this in turn is ideal for perfect flying 
weather 

Cannon has the, facilities, and ramp space to accommodate surge force 
requirements in training imd emergency situations, readiness as was evidenced 
by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy. 

The Impact to schools is projected to close 3 Grade Schools and 1 Junior High. 
High School 30% reduction, ENMU (Portales) 25-30% reduction, also CCC 
(Clovis) 28-35% reduction. This affects classes offered on Base for CCC and 
ENMU as well. 

The government will reimburse any military personnel for homes they own, or 
will buy and absorb any remaining homes. (1000 homes @ $95,000 each = $95 
million tax dollars). Causing all homes to devalue. 

We estimate that there are approximately 12,000 homes and apartments valued 
at $95,000 each = 1 Billion 140 million. If Cannon closes, real estate will drop 
25-30% in value = $285 rnillion in losses. 

WE strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and "Keep Cannon". 

Benny Cordova 

DCN: 2229


















