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Dear General Hill:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. [ know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however [ do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission

intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As a result,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which ébout 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. I hope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all

related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the

testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission

intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As a result,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Shidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

[ again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. I hope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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General Lloyd W. Newton, Member
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Dear General Newton:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

/
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Member of Congress
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission
intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As aresult,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. Ihope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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Dear Mr. Hansen:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please

feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
%
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. T welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission
intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As a result,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Shdell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. Ihope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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Dear Admiral Gehman:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that [ was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the

DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
74
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Member of Congress
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission
intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As a result,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. Ihope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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Dear Brigadier General Turner:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission

intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As aresult,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell 1s well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

[ again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. Ihope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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Dear Mr. Coyle:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my statement. If you have any questions, please

feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission
intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As aresult,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasons alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. I hope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.
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Dear Mr. Bilbray:

I would like to thank you for serving on the 2005 BRAC Commission. I know that
the task ahead for you and the other BRAC Commission members will not be an
easy one, nor will any decisions be made without careful consideration of all
related facts.

I sincerely extend my regrets that I was not able to attend the BRAC hearing in
New Orleans; however I do want to make sure that you have a copy of the
testimony that I submitted to the BRAC committee concerning the merits of the
DISA test support facility in Slidell.

Enclosed you will find a copy of my staterment. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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Congressman Bobby Jindal's Testimony to the BRAC Commission

I would like to thank the members of the BRAC Commission for their visit today
to witness first hand the critical role the Naval Support Activity (NSA) and the Defense
Information Systems Agency (DISA) in Slidell have in protecting our country and
supporting our military. I would also like to commend Senator Landrieu and Senator
Vitter for spearheading this effort. I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
bipartisan coalition to discuss before you the merits of Louisiana's military installations.
Today, I will comment specifically on the Department of Defense (DoD) 2005 BRAC
Report recommendations to close the DISA test support activities located in Slidell,

Louisiana.

The Department of Defense recommends closure of all DISA components
throughout the country for relocation to Fort Meade, Maryland. The Department's
recommendation for closure is based on two inaccurate assumptions regarding the DISA-
Slidell facility: (1) the closure will result in a cost savings to the federal government and
(2) DISA's current leased location in Slidell is not compliant with current Anti-terrorism

Force Protection Standards.

The lease and operational cost for the existing DISA facility in Slidell is minimal.
DISA pays the City of Slidell $1 a year to use the 14-acre city-owned site for operating
and testing computer combat applications. Both DISA-Slidell and the proposed testing
facility in Fort Meade will utilize technical staff to support testing requirements. The
average salary for these positions in the Maryland area is $80,355.40. For comparison,

the average salary of these positions in Slidell is $76,409.80.

If the entire testing mission and testing support personnel are assumed by DISA at
Fort Meade, a far greater cost would be incurred. The DISA-Continuity of Operations
and Test Facility currently has approximately 100 employees dedicated to testing. Using
the average salary figures mentioned above, it will cost DISA an annual cost of
$3,615,993 to assume these test support positions in Maryland. Keeping the test mission
intact will only cost DISA $3,438,441, for an annual savings of $177,552. In addition to



C m

these cost differentials, the Department of Defense did not consider potential costs
incurred for relocation of existing equipment and personnel to Fort Meade. As aresult,
the overall consolidation of DISA operations and testing at Fort Meade would be 25

percent to 30 percent more costly than leaving open the Slidell facility.

The guarded, fenced-in 110,000-square-foot facility in which about 150 people
have worked for the past 10 years exceeds the military's security standards. The facility
is totally enclosed by a secure perimeter fence reinforced with two 3/4" aircraft arresting
cables. A portion of the main building is without windows and it is constructed in part by
18-20 inch think concrete walls, roof, and ceiling. The entire compound is elevated
above surrounding roadways and the property provides additional protection against
vehicle attack. Since 1995, $12 million in upgrades have been, and continue to be, added
to the facility. Serving as a former NASA location, DISA-Slidell is well equipped to meet
and exceed necessary anti-terrorism force protection standards. These reasohs alone are

enough to remove the DISA-Slidell facility from the BRAC list.

In order to achieve true cost savings, organizational consolidation should instead
occur at the current DISA-Continuity of Operations and Test Facility space in Slidell.
This facility can easily accommodate all testing personnel currently located in Falls
Church, Virginia. The consolidation would yield $48 million in cost savings associated
with the lease space for the Skyline VII facility in Virginia, $12.5 million in saved
MILCON funds for construction at Ft. Meade, and over $3.9 million in related base
closure costs. The bottom-line, it would cost the federal government over $64 million to
close the DISA-Slidell facility. This is an unnecessary expense when force protection and

cost savings can be immediately realized through consolidation at Slidell.

I again thank the members of the Commission for holding this hearing and for the
service they are providing for our country. I hope after today's presentations you will
gain a greater understanding of the critical roles NSA and DISA-Slidell provide to the
Department of Defense's force structure and their ability to achieve improved cost

savings and increased mission efficiency. Thank you.



