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Chairman Anthony Principi 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

June 25,2005 

Dear Chairman Principi 

Congratulation on your appointment as the BRAC Commission Chairman by the 
President, all of us here at the American Legion Cathay Post #3 84 missed you very much. 
You're sincere and love for our veterans is unquestionable. I consider you are one of my 
best friends fiom the government sector that truly understood our veteran families' pain 
and needs. 

Just earlier this month fiom June 2nd and 3rd, 2005, Cathay Post #384 did 9 difference 
events and meeting with our US Ambassador Sichan Siv, US Mission to the UN in 
support of the UN 60' anniversary. 

On the coming Saturday, July 16,2005, Cathay Post #384 will be doing a memorial 
service for our fallen comrades of WWII by the most recent discharged Chinese 
American veterans of the Iraqi Conflict from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and in the evening 
beginning at 6:30 p.m., we will be celebrating the V-J Day 60" Anniversary with the 
whole SF Chinese American community. 

We would be honored if you can write a memo for Cathay Post #384 to Secretary of VA 
Jim Nicholson and inform him of our past relationship and activities on supporting our 
President. Cathay Post #384 would like to invite Secretary Nicholson to be our Honor 
Guest and Keynote Speaker for our events on July 16,2005. 

Please stay in t o u 9  and email your most recent phone numbers and email address. 

er of Cathay Post #3 84, (4 1 5) 53 1-20 19 or <bpon@jps.net> 
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Honorable Jim Nicholson 
Secretary of Veteran Affairs 
Department of Veteran Affairs 
8 1 0 Vermont Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 90420 

June 25,2005 

Subject: Invitation to Honor Chinese American Fallen Soldiers of WWII 
And Celebration of V-J Day 6oth Anniversary 

Dear Secretary Jim Nicholson 

Please let me introduce myself. I am the current Commander of the oldest Chinese 
American veteran post in the United States, the American Legion Cathay Post #384, 
founded since August 24, 193 1 by WWI Chinese American veterans 
www.chineseamericanveterans.org. My name is Commander Bok Pon, bpon@,ips.net. 

On July 16, 2005, Cathay Post #384, one of the most active American Legion post in 
California, would be honored if you can be our Guest of Honor to pay tribute to our 
WWII fallen comrades, celebrate V-J Day 6oth Anniversary and welcome home the most 
recent Chinese American veterans of the Iraqi Conflict. This will be the biggest veteran 
event in our community and the San Francisco Bay Area. 

US Secretary of VA Anthony Prinicipi had visited Cathay Post #384 twice with 12 month 
during 2003-2004. Our post is the only veteran post invited by the San Francisco Mayor 
to be part of the SF Homeless Council. Cathay Post #384 is the only veteran post offered 
training facilities for the SFPD and SFFD for homeland security training, etc. Cathay 
Post #384 is the only veteran post in San Francisco support US Ambassador Sichan Siv, 
US Mission to the UN Economic and Social Council for the UN 6oth Anniversary event 
and supported the State Department of bring 5 Iraqi musicians to join with the Chinese 
Cantonese Opera performers doing a historical recital at the largest Catholic Cathedral 
west of the Mississippi for the general public. 
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I was a former paratrooper of the 82"* Airborne Division under General Westmoreland in 
Fort Bragg, NC. During the spring of 1995 in Sacramento, CA, I was elected by the 
California State Republican Party (CRP) convention as the Vice Chairman for Northern 
California in charge of 34 counties from Santa Cruz to the Oregon border. I also met you 
in San Francisco when you were the RNC Chairman. 

Please consider to be our Honored Guest and Keynote Speaker at our celebrations of the 
memorial of our fallen comrades and V-J Day 6oth Anniversary. Your reply is requested 
as soon as possible. 

Respectfully, A 

Bok Pon, Commander of American Legion Cathay Post #384 
(4 15) 53 1-201 9 cell, bpon@,ips.net 

Cc: Former Secretary of VA Anthony Principi 
U.S. Ambassador Sichan Siv, US Mission to the UN/E&SC 
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