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Mr. Charles Battaglia 
Executive Director 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Battaglia: 

Thank you for coming to Charleston, West Virginia, on June 24,2005, to visit the 1 30th 
Airlift Wing of the West Virginia National Guard. I regret that our harried departures did 
not allow me to personally hand you the Volume I and Volume I1 of The Senate: 1789- 
1989. Nonetheless, I hope that these accounts of the early years of our Republic, and of 
the exceptional men who founded it, will inspire you in your difficult work in the coming 
weeks. 

I am pleased that you were able to join Chairman Principi in Charleston to hear Major 
Kevin Ray explain the significant errors made by the Department of Defense. It was 
these errors that placed the 130th ~ i r l i f t  Wing on the BRAC list. I also appreciate the 
forthright guidance that you and Captain Dave Van Sawn provided me, which was useful 
in preparing for West Virginia's presentation at the BRAC Commission's regional 
hearing in Charlotte, North Carolina, on June 28,2005. 

Again, thank you for your visit to Charleston, as well as for your service in an extremely 
demanding and challenging position. I look forward to working with you in the coming 
weeks in order to keep the 130th Airlift Wing in West Virginia. 

With kind regards, I am 

Executive Correspondence
DCN 5278
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Mr. Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Thank you for coming to Charleston, West Virginia, on June 24,2005, to visit the 130th 
Airlift Wing of the West Virginia National Guard. I appreciate your making the time in 
your demanding schedule to fulfill your commitment to inspect Yeager Field. 

As Major Kevin Ray explained in his briefing, the Department of Defense made several 
errors in its analysis of the efficiency of the 130th Airlift Wing, which have resulted in a 
faulty recommendation to realign this base. The BRAC Commission should also err on 
the side of caution and not act precipitously to close or realign National Guard units, like 
the 130th Airlift Wing, which are integral to state homeland security missions. I am 
encouraged that you have called a special hearing of the BRAC Commission to further 
examine the Department of Defense recommendations on Air National Guard facilities. 

Again, thank you for your visit to Charleston, as well as for your service and leadership 
on this important commission. I look forward to working with you in the coming weeks 
in order to keep the 130" Airlift Wing in West Virginia. 

With kind regards, I am 
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