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Dear Sir, 

I understand your Commission is tasked to consider the future role of the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology (AFIP), Washingtun DC. 

As a former E3ritish Army (Royal Army Mediil Corps) Exchange O f k a  at ihe AFIP 
from 1974-1 976 I have some appredation of the vast and unique contributionthatthe 
Institute makes to the professional lives of medical and military personnel. This role 
extends not only across the U States of America but also internationally 
throughout civilian pathology. tpd"" AFlP is a reference Oenfre af pathology teaching, 
research and service excellence with an important role in world health. My own 
professional experience in Europe, the UK, Asia and now Australasia followed trainrng 
which was fortunatety enhanced by time at the AFIP. Other miiiiry and M i  health 
professionals I have met throughout the worid have benefded from the same source. 

Any changes following kqislic review of the AFIP for purposes of military resource 
aliocation must not damage the special rde the AFIP plays in wortd health and 
pathology expertise. JNs rob had developed from its patmhf hkkxic base which is 
beyond simple state or national boundaries and is geatw than any civilian or miliry 
fundlion alone. 

I hope that more weighty opinions than my anrn will be forthamin9 from the 
professional bodies in the USA, the Royal College of Pathologists (UK) and the Royal 
College of Pathologists of Australasia. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to address yrw and your Commission. 

Yours faithfully, 

/ 

C M Chabrel 

MA, MB, BChir, MRCS, LRCP, FRCPath, FRCPA 
Former U Col, Royal Army Medical Corps 
Reader in Pathology, Royal Army Medical Colt , Millbank, London S W 1, UK 
Lately Consultant Pathologist, Tasmania and S 8 Australia 
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