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June 10. 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Honorable J. Principi:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

SooitmnAGAu i AE

Barbara Palantone
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June 10. 2005

The Honorable Philip Coyle
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Honorable Philip Coyle:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that 1s
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it 1s very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

&MW

Barbara Palantone
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June 10. 2005

The Honorable James H. Billbray
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Honorable H. Billbray:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

Bopitmn folui ot

Barbara Palantone
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June 10. 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Honorable James V. Hansen:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

bl

Barbara Palantone

Sincerely,
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June 10. 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Honorable Samuel K. Skinner:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

SR a7

Barbara Palantone

Sincerely,
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June 10, 2005

General James T. Hill
BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear General Hill:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. 1 am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that 1s spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. Tt is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

Bocbsar_ fRlan

Barbara Palantone, LMSW
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June 10. 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Brigadier General Turner:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. 1am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

Ladaan [Grrire.

arbara Palantone, LMSW
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June 10. 2005

General Lloyd W. Newton
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear General Newton:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that is spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. If Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities,

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

Sincerely,

oniren fAlbo oL

Barbara Palantone, LMSW
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June 10. 2005

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr.
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Social Perspectives on CAFB Closure
Dear Admiral Gehman:

I would like to provide you with some information about the social and cultural impact of
closing Cannon Air Force Base. On 7/1/05 I will be retiring from my position as a
district supervisor of the foster care and adoption program. I am currently on terminal
leave, so I am not writing this in a official capacity, but from my 25 years of experience
with public child welfare.

Military families have been a tremendous resource to our foster and adoption programs.
Currently 28% of our non-relative foster parents are either active or retired military
families. We have seen an increase of children coming into foster care due to the
methamphetamine crisis that 1s spreading throughout rural America. Because of this we
already have a shortage of foster families in Curry & Roosevelt counties. 1f Canon Air
Force Base closes we will have a severe shortage of foster homes.

Cannon Air Force Base families have also been a tremendous resource to our adoption
program. Just last month, four children who had been abused and neglected and could
not safely return to their families, were placed for adoption with CAFB adoptive families.
Military families have proven to be a great adoptive resource for these children because
the strength and resiliency of military families creates an environment for children to heal
from their past negative experiences. The State of New Mexico Adoption Laws make it
possible for military families to complete adoptions in New Mexico even if the families
are relocated to other states before adoption legalization. Therefore, we have been
helpful to military families who seek to adopt children but have not been as readily
accepted in other states as potential resources for children. Without Canon Air Force
base, there will be more children waiting longer periods before they find permanency in
an adoptive family.

The closure of Canon Air Force Base will effect the ability to fill social work positions
and to replace the number of volunteers who are court appointed special advocates and
citizen review board members for public child welfare. Personnel at CAFB have been



sponsoring our Christmas parties for the foster children and have provided the children
with Christmas presents; they have also been mentors and volunteers for the children.

The military seems to be the institution that is best at accomplishing racial and cultural
diversity. Having CAFB in the area has improved relations between different racial and
ethnic populations and has increased the level of acceptance and tolerance in our
communities.

As you know gangs in America is becoming a national security problem. The gangs are
being run as big businesses with franchises opening up in both cities and towns. The
City of Clovis recently raised the salaries of police officers to be able to fill their
vacancies and get gang and drug related crime under control. Closure of CAFB will
have a major financial impact on the ability of Clovis to effectively deal with this
problem. One might assume that this would only affect a small population of people in
the Clovis/Portales area, but that is not how gang organizations work in this new century.
Gangs are well organized and will see the area as fertile grounds to increase their
operations without much resistance from an undermanned police force. We can not
afford to have a gang problem to get out of control in any area of the country; just like we
ca not afford to have terrorists get a foothold in any country no matter how large or small
the country.

Cannon Air Force Base and the cities of Clovis and Portales have a relationship that is
mutually beneficial. It is my sincere belief that it is very important to keep CAFB open.

PR

Barbara Palantone, LMSW

Sincerely,



