DCN: 4393

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

May 23, 2005
Dear Brigadier General Turner:

I am a member of the great community of Cannon AFB/Clovis, NM. This is my home.
My family, friends, church, and livelihood are all encompassed in this little town close to
the Texas border. This is the place where I want to raise my children and to see my
grandchildren come to later in life. I have two small children and a husband that call
Clovis home. My husband was born and raised in Clovis, so we have a lot of history and
memories. My son goes to the same elementary school that he did. We love our town.
You see Brigadier General Turner, Cannon AFB/Clovis is a town that lives and breathes.
It is not just a place on the map and a place for the government to forget about. I know
that it has been recommended that Cannon AFB be closed. Let me give you some
reasons why this is not in the best interest of our country.

Please consider the following:

e Cannon clearly does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

o The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. If a plane were
to go down during a training mission, all they would hit would be a cactus, sand,
and maybe a cow. This is not available anywhere else in the United States.

e Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations. It
is my understanding that this could be final in a few short weeks.

e The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. We
have four mild seasons with numerous weather conditions needed to train in.

o The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range,
having one pass over, and then returning to the base.

o Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training,
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon
and the US Navy.

o Millions of dollars have been spent recently on new runways, housing, office
facilities and control tower.

e Cost of living and utilities are very reasonable in Clovis, NM.
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» Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in
training and emergengy siuations

» T'he availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter,
and other military aireraft. We are open to a change of aireraft and would
weleome all branches of the military on one base, We have se much room to
Zrow in our community.

¢ Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels.
and national and STA'| levels.

» The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns,
Clovis, Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the
country. Military personnel are considered family and friends.

« Clovis, Portales, Fastern New Mexico, West Texas {including Amariltlo and
Lubbock) are home to a large military reticee population. These people rely on
Cannon Air Force base for healtheare, grocery shopping, and more, There is not
another installation close by to serve our retired military.

s Cannon AFB is home to some of the most dedicated volunteers that our
community has ever seen. They are great role models for our children and make
very interesting friends. We love these people and they love us. | love to sce the
jets flying overhead. I reminds me that they arc flving to keep my family safe.

+ The Clovis commusmty wants Cannen AFB. This is not a community that wants
the base to leave. We have made our land and resources avaijable to Cannon in
order o keep the base.

Closing Cannon AFB would be devastating to our community. [ currently have 12 rental
units in town that house military personnel and their families. [ would have several
vacancies and would have trouble renting with so many properiies in the area. This
would create a hardship for my family, Several of our friends and family would endure
other financial hardships if Cannon AFB was to ¢lose. Most of them would have to leave
to find work to support their families.

When making your final list of base closures, I pray that you will see Cannon AFB for al!
the wonderful things that it has to offer. Losing it would be a huge and irresponsible
decision on the part of the 1S Military. We lock forward to secing members from the
BRAC on June 24, 2G35. Maybe we can meet in person and [ can tel} you in person how
much this base means to me and my community. Thank you for your time and may God
bless you and vour family.

ko

Brittany Defoor m B oy

Sincerely,

Clowvis, NM =

I
LT



DCN: 4393

The Honotable Anthouy I, Principi
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlingion, VA 22202

May 23, 2005
Dear Honorable Prineipi:

1 am a member of the great community of Cannon AFB/Clovis, NM. This is my home.
My family, friends, church, and livelihood are alt encompassed in this little town close to
the Texas border. This is the place where [ want to raise my children and to see my
grandchildren come to later in life. 1 have rwo small children and a husband that call
Clovis home. My husbhand was born and raised in Clovis, 2o we have a lot of history and
memories. My son goes to the same clementary school that he did. We love our town,
You see [Honorable Principi, Cannon AFB/Clovis is a town that lives anid breathes. It is
not just a place on the map and a place for the govemment to forget about. 1 know that i
has been recommended that Cannon AFB be closed. Let me give you some reasons why
this is not in the besl inlerest of our country.

Please consider the following:

= LCannon clearly does not fit the ¢ritera provided for base closure.

« The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. If 2 plane were
to go down during a training mission, all they would hit would be a cactus, sand,
and maybe a cow. This 1s not available anywhere else in the United States,

=+ Unee the New Mexico Training Range Tnitiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the abilitv to fly supersonic during traimung missions. This 15 a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations. Tt
15 my understanding that this could be final in a few short weeks,

s The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. We
have four mild seasons with numerous weather conditions needed to train in.

+ The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon,
This allows pilols to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just 1o get to the range,
having one pass over, and then returning to the base.

« Cannon has the space and facilities 10 accommodate joint war-fighting, training,
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon
and the US Navy.

s Millions of dollars have been spent recently on new runways, housing, office
facilitics and contro! tower.

« Cost of living and utilities are very reasonable in Clovis, NM.
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» Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in
traiming and emergency situations.

« The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfeet
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joim Strike Fighter,
and other military aircraft. We are open to a change of aircrafi and would
weleome all branches of the military on one base  We have so much room o
gronw 10 QU community.

» Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels,
and national and STAT levels.

« The relationship berween Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns;
Clovis, Portales, West Texas, and others, 1s unlike any other installation in the
country, Military personnel are considered Tamily and friends.

= C(Clovis, Portales. Eastern New Mexico, West Texas {including Amarillo and
Lubbock) are home to a larpe military retiree population. T'hese people rely on
Cannon Air Force base for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not
another installation ¢lose by to serve our retired military,

+ Cannon AFB is home to some of the most dedicated volunteers that our
community has ever scen. They are great role models for our children and make
very inferesting frends. We love these people and they love us. | love to see the
jets flying overhead. It reminds me that they are [iving to keep my family safe.

» The Clovis community wants Cannen AFB. This is not a community that wants
the base to leave. We have made our land and resources available 10 Cannon in
order to keep the base,

Closing Cannon AFB would be devastating to ouwr community. [ currently have 12 rental
units in town that house military personncel and their families. | would have several
vacancies and would have trouble renting with s0 many properties in the area. This
would create a hardship for my family. Several of our friends and family would endure
other financial hardships if Cannon AFB was to close. Most of themn would have to leave
to find work to support their families,

When making your final list of base closures, [ pray that you will see Cannon AFS for all
the wonderful things that it has to offer. Losing it would be a huge and irresponsible
decision on the part of the US Military. We look forward w0 seeing members from the
BRAC on June 24, 2005. Maybe we can meet in person and 1 can tell you in person how
much this base means to me and my community. Thank you for your time and may God
bless you and your family.

Sin;rely, ; ;

Brittany Defoor
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The Honorable Samuel K. Skitmer
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street. Suite 6010
Arlington, VA 22202

May 23, 2005
Dear Honorable Skinner:

I am a member of the great commurity of Cannon AFB/Clovis, NM. This is my home.
My family, friends, church, and livelihocd are all encompassed in this little town close to
the Texas border. This is the place where | want to raise my chuldren and to see my
grandchildren come to later in life.  have two small children and a husband that call
Clovis home. My husband was born and raised in Clovis, so we have a lot of history and
memories. My son goes to the same elementary school that he did. We love our town,
You see Honorabie Skinner, Cannon AFB/Clovis is a town that lives and breathes. It is
not just 3 place on the map and a place for the povernment to forget about. [ know that it
has been recommended that Cannon AFB be elosed. Let me pive you some reasona why
this is not in the best interest of our country,

Please consider the following:

« Cannon clearly does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

« The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. [f a plane were
to go down during a traziming mission, all they would hit weuld be a cactus, sand,
and maybe a cow. This is nol available anywhere clse in the United States.

»  Omnce the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to flv supersonie during training missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force 1o better train for real-life sitations, it
18 my understanding that this could be final in a few short weeks.

« ‘The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. We
have four mild seasons with numerous weather conditions needed to train in.

» The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range,
having one pass over, and then returning to the base.

« (Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training,
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon
and the UJS Navy.

« Millions of dotlars have been spent recently on new runways, housing, oflice
facilities and control tower.

« Cost of living and utilities are very reasonable in Clovis, NM.
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+ Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommaodate surge force requirements i
training and emergency situations.

+ The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter,
and other military aircraft. We are open to a change of atreraft and would
welcome all branches of the military on one base  We have so much room to
ZrowW in our community.

« Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAT levels,
and national and STAT levels.

+ The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrcunding towns;
Clovis, Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the
country. Military personnel are considered family and friends.

« Clovis. Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarilio and
Lubbock) are home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on
Cannon Air Force base for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not
another installation close by to serve our retired military.

» Cannon AFB is home 10 some of the most dedicated volunteers that our
community has ever seen. They are great role models for our cinldren and make
very interesting friends. We love these people and they love us. 1 love to see the
jets flying overhead. It reminds me that they are flying to keep my family safie.

¢ [he Clovis community wants Cannon AFB. This is not a community that wants
the base to leave. We have made our land and resources available to Cannon in
order to keep the base,

{Closing Cannon AFB would be devastating to our community. | currently have 12 rental
units in town that house military personnel and their familics. 1 would have several
vaganeies and would have trouble renting with so many properties in the area. This
would create a hardship for my family. Several of our friends and family would endure
other financial hardships if Cannon AFB was to close. Most of them would have to leave
to find work to support their familes.

When making your final list of base closures, | pray that you will see Cannon AFB for all
the wonderful things that it has to offer. Losing it would be a huge and irresponsible
decision on the part of the US Military. We look forward 10 seeing members from the
BRAC on June 24, 2005. Mavbe we can meet m person and 1 can tell you in person how
much this base means to me and my community. Thank you for your time and may God
bless you and your [family.

Sincerely,

bt i

Brittany Defoor
Clovis, NM
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Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr,
BRAC Commission

2521 Scuth Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

May 23, 2005
Dear Admiral Gehman Jr.:

1 am a member of the great community of Cannon AFB/Clovis, NM. This is my home.
My family, friends, church, and livelihood are all encompassed m this little town close to
the I'exas border. This 1s the place where [ want to raise my children and to see my
grandchildren come to later in life. I have two small children and a husband that call
{lovis home. My husband was born and raised in Clovis, se we have a lot of history and
memories. My son goes 1o the same elementary school that he did. We love our town.
You se¢ Admiral Gehman Jr. | Cannon AFB/Clovis is a town that lives and breathes. It is
not just a place on the map and a place for the government te forget about. I know that it
has been recommended that Cannon AFB be closed. Let me give vou some reasons why
thig is not in the best interest of our country.

Please consider the following:

» Cannon clearly does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

s The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic tramning scenarios for pilots. If a plane were
to po down during a training mission, all they would hit would be a cactus, sand,
and maybe a cow. This is not available anywhere else in the United States.

» Dnce the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to flv supersonic during training missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life siluations. [t
is my understanding that this could be final in a few short weeks.

= The weather in Castern New Mexico provides vear round training ability. We
have [our mild seasons with numerous weather conditions needed to train in.

o The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon,
This allows pilots to pet airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing ranpe, rather than spending all of their fuel just 10 get to the range,
having one pass over, and then returning to the base.

= Cannon has the space and facilities to accommeodate joint war-fighting, training,
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent jeint training effort between Cannen
and the US Navy.

« Millions of dollars have been spent recently on new runways, housing, office
facihities and control tower.

« Cost of living and utilities are very reasonable in Clovis, NM.
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« Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surye force requirements in
training and emergency situations.

» The avatlability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate w support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter,
and other military aircraft. We are open to a change of aircraft and would
welcome all branches of the military on one base. We have so much room 10
£row in our community.

« Cannon has won countless awards, beth on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels,
and national and STAT levels.

« The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns;
Clovis, Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other instailation in the
country. Military personnel are considered family and friends.

«  {Clowis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and
Lubbock) are home to a larpe military retirce population. These people rely on
Cannon Air Force base for healthecare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not
another installation close by to serve our retired military.,

» Cannon AFB is home to some of the most dedicated volunteers that our
community has ever seen. They are great role models for our children and make
very interesting friends. We love these people and they love us. [ love to see the
jets flying overhead. M reminds me that they are flving to keep my family safe.

+ The Clovis community wanis Cannon AFB. This is not a communrity that wants
the base to leave. We have made our land and resources available to Cannon in
arder to keep the base.

Closing Cannon AFB would be devastaling to our communiry. 1 currently have 12 rental
units in town that house military persenncl and their families. 1 would have several
vacancies and would have trouble renting with so many propertics in the area. This
would create a hardship for my family. Several of our friends and family would endure
other financial hardships iff Cannon AFB was to close. Most of them would have to leave
to find work to support their fumilies.

When making your final list of base closures, [ pray that you will see Cannon AFB for all
the wonderful things that it has to offer. Losing it would be a huge and irresponsible
decision on the part of the U'S Military. We look forward to seeing members from the
BRAC on June 24, 2005, Mayvbe we can mect in person and I can tell you in person how
much this base means to me and my community. Thank vou for vour time and may God
biess you and your family.

Singerely,

Briflany Defoo
Clovis, NM
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Creneral James T, Hill

BRAC Commssion

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 60(
Arlington, VA 22202

May 23, 2005
Dear General Hill.

1 am a member of the great community of Cannon AFB/Clovis, NM. This is my home.
My family, friends, church, and livelihood are all encompassed in this little town close to
the Texas border. This is the place where [ want to raise my children and to sec my
grandchildren come to later in life, ] have two small children and a husband that call
Clovis home. My husband was born and raised in Clovis, so we have a ot of history and
memaories. My son goes to the same elementary school that he did. We love our town,
You see {ieneral Hill, Cannon AFB/Clovis i3 a wown that lives and breathes. It is not just
a place on the map and a place for the government to ferget about. [ know that it has
been recommended that Carmon AFB be closed. et me give you some reasons why this
is not in the best interest of our couniry.

Please consider the following:

» Cannon clearly does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

» The base has an abundance of sir space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic traming scenarios for pilots. If a plane were
te go down during a tratning mission, all they would hit would be a cactus, sand,
and maybe a ¢cow. This is not available anywhere else in the United States.

« Onee the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during brzining missions. [his is a very
important potnt, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations, It
18 my understanding that this could be final in a few short weeks.

* The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round traming ability. We
have four mild seasons with numerous weather conditions needed 1o train n.

+ The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This allows pilots 10 get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just 1o get to the range,
having one pass over, and then returning to the basc.

+ Cannon has the space and facilities to accommeodate joint war-fighting, training,
and readiness us was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon
and the US Nawvy.

« Millions of dollars have been spent recently on new runways, housing. office
facilities and control tower.

» Cost of living and utilitics are very reasonable in Clovis, NM.
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» Cannon has ample space/ramp space 10 accommodate surge foree requirements in
training and emergency siluations

» The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future trainmg missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter,
and other military aircraft. We are open 1o a change ol aircraft and would
welcome all branches of the military on one base. We have so much room to
ZTOW (N our community,

o Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels,
and national and STAT levels.

» The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns;
Clowis, Portales, West Texas, and others, 15 unlike any other installation in the
country. Military personnel are considered family and friends.

» Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and
Lubbock) are home 10 a large military retiree population. These people rely on
Cannon Air Force base fot healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not
another instatlation close by to serve our retired military.

» Cannon AFB is home to some of the most dedicated voluntesrs that our
community has cver seen. They are great role models for our children and make
very interesting friends. We love these people and they love us. I love to see the
jets flying overhcad. It reminds me that they are flving to keep my family safe.

e The Clovis community wants Cannon AFB. This is not a community that wants
the base to leave. We have made our land and resources availtable 10 Cannon in
order to keep the base.

Closing Cannon AFB would be devastating to our community. [ currently have 12 rental
units in town that house military personnel and their famibes. I would have several
vacancies and would have trouble renting with so many properties in the area. This
would creale a hardship for my family. Several of our friends and family would endure
other financial hardships if Cannon AFR was to close. Most of them would have to leave
to find work to support their families.

When making your final list of base closures, [ pray that you will see Cannon AFB for all
the wonderful things that il has to offer. Losing it would be a huge and irresponsible
decision on the part of the US Military. We look forward to seeing members from the
BRAC on June 24, 2005. Maybe we can meet m person and | can tell you in person how
much this base means to me and my community, Thank you for your time and may God
bless you and your family.

Sinzrel}', ‘&/L

Brittany Defoor
Clovis, NM .



