DCN: 4490

May 23, 2005

To: The Honorable James V. Hansen, BRAC Commissioner ﬁE@EHVE
)

RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base 06022005

Dear Commissioner Hansen,

I am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. [ am a member of the Committee of Fifty and I was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories
(2003 to present) including the Installation Excellence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. I have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. It’s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included quality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mexico Training Range Initiative (NMTRI} supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
Mmission.

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has all of these amenities with no encroachments.
The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

-Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air

Force tor hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Qur
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

area. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, after decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negalive impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it’s tracks.

I am sincerely asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from

the recommended closure list.

Thanks so much for your consideration,

I

John Bourne



May 23, 2005

To: Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Ir., BRAC Commissioner
’ 06022005

RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base

Dear Admiral Gehman,

[ am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. | am a member of the Committee of Fifty and [ was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categorics
(2003 to present) including the Installation Excellence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Irag today. [ have
carefully siudied the criteria stated by the DoD) for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. 1t’s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included quality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range {Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mexico Training Range Initiative (NMTRI) supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
mission,

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has all of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

~Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air
Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Our
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this ¢losing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

arca. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, after decades of little or no growth. Pcreentage wisc, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest pegative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on cur community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it’s tracks.
[ am sincerely asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Alr Force Base from

the recommended closure list.

Thanks so much for your consideration,

John Bourne



May 23, 2005
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T'o: The Honorable James H, Bilbray, BRAC Commissioner
d Y (—
06022005

RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base

Dear Commissioner Bilbray,

1 am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. | am a member of the Committec of Fifty and I was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories
(2003 to present) including the Installation Excellence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. [ have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. 1°s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included quality and number of
training ranges, a population base o support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mexico Training Range Imitiative (NMTRI) supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
mission.

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has all of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clavis is 6 miles east and prowing to the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

-Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air

Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built). OQur
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachmenits.

As for economic tmpact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

area. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, after decades of hittle or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact 1s about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own ¢riteria and the economic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it’s tracks.

I am sincerely asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from

the recommended closure list.

Thanks so much for yvour consideration,

John Boume



May 23, 2005

To: Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret), BRAC Commissioner

RL: Preposcd Closing of Cannon Air Force Base IJL—JBEQQEWED
06022005

Dear Brigadier General Turner,

I am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active, 1 am a member of the Committee of Fifty and 1 was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large varicty of categories
(2003 to present) including the Installation Excellence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. [ have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
constderation. [U’s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for basc comparisons included quality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has 4 large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soen to be



approved New Mexico Training Range Initiative (NMTR1) supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
mission.

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has all of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the cast instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

-Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air

Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Our
communtty has also purchascd land at the cnds of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

area. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, after decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it’s tracks.

I am sincerely asking you to picase vote to remove Cannon Air Foree Base from

the recormmended closure list.

Thanks so much for your consideration,

Lo

John Bourmne



May 23, 2005

To: The Honorable Samuel K. Skinncr, BRAC Commissioner g
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RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base

Dear Commissioner Skinner,

I am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active, [ am a member of the Commitiee of Fifty and [ was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories
{2003 to present} including the Installation Excellence Award, Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. [ have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. It’s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentapon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included gquality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mcxico Training Range Initiative (NMTRI} supersonic
training range adjacent to Mclrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
miss1on,

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has all of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

-Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air
Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built}. Our
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for cconomic impact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

area. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, after decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high mililary value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it's tracks.

[ am sincerely asking you te please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from

the recommended closure st

Thanks so much for your consideration,

Brovne

John Bourne
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To: General Lloyd W. “Fig” Newton, BRAC Commissioner

RE: Propesed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base

Dear General Newton,

T am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. | am a member of the Committee of Fifty and I was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories
{2003 to present} including the Installation Excetlence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. [ have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. [t’s obvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. [Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included quatity and nurmber of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mexico Training Range [nitiative (NMTRI) supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in jeint service traming in operation “Roving
Sands”

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additionai
mission.

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannen has all of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over 553 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000.

-Our community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air
Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Our
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never ailow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding area, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

arca. This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



corner, afier decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this,

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it’s tracks.
[ am sincerely asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from

the recommended clostire list.

Thanks so much for your consideration,
cé?bmd_.————

John Bourne



May 23, 2005

To: The Hanorable Anthony . Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman J? F@EHWE@
L)

RE: Proposed Closing of Cannen Air Force Base

06022005
Dear Chairman Principi,
I am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. [ am a member of the Committee of Fifty and 1 was totally shocked to
lcarn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories
(2003 to present) including the [nstallation Excellence Award. Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in lrag toduy. | have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. I['s obvious they missed something,.
According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was invelved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisons included guality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range {Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

ftom the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



approved New Mexico Training Range Initiative (NMTRI) supersonic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year. Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands™

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
mission,

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has al! of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing to the east instead of wesi
toward the basc facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, & new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
tacility, and many other projects since 2000,

-Our community has purchascd land north of the base and given it to the Air
Force for hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Our
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding arca, According to the figures, under
this closing, our community would losc between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

area. This would devastate our economy which has just started to tumn the



corner, atter decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the economic impact on our community is aimost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estale

market in Clovis stopped dead in it's tracks.

I am sincercly asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from

the rccommended closure list,

Thanks so much for vour consideration,

&%M

John Bourne



May 23, 2005

| g )ECEIVE
To: General James T.Hill, BRAC Commissioner )
RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base 06022005
Dear General Hill,

] am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and
active. [ am a member of the Committee of Fifty and | was totally shocked to
learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless
awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of catepories
(2003 to present) including the Instaliation Excellence Award, Cannon has
fought in every war since Korea and continues to scrve in Iraq today. 1 have
carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission’s
consideration. [t’s ocbvious they missed something.

According to General Gary W. Heckman, who was involved in making the
Pentagon’s list, criteria for base comparisens included quality and number of
training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units

and the economic impact on the surrounding area.

-Cannon has a large bombing range {Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be



corner, after decades of little or no growth. Percentage wise, this would be the
largest negative impact of any community on the 2005 BRAC list. The next

closest negative impact is about half of this.

To summarize, Cannon has very high military value according to the Pentagon’s
own criteria and the cconomic impact on our community is almost twice as high

as any other closure in the BRAC list. What went wrong?

When the announcement was made that Cannon was on the list, the real estate

market in Clovis stopped dead in it's tracks.

I am sincerely asking you to please vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base [rom

the recommended ¢losure list.

Thanks so much for your consideration,

d«&?.ém

John Boumne



approved New Mexico Training Range Initiative (NMTRI1} supersenic
training range adjacent to Melrose Bombing Range.

-Once a Year, Cannon participates in joint service training in operation “Roving
Sands”

-Cannon has the excess space and facilities needed to support an additional
mission.

-Cannon also has surge capabilities in case of an emergency.

-Cannon has ali of these amenities with no encroachments.

The City of Clovis is 6 miles east and growing te the east instead of west
toward the base facility and ranges.

-Over $53 million has been appropriated and spent on infrastructure including
runways, a new control tower, a new fire station, a new security police
facility, and many other projects since 2000,

~Quur community has purchased land north of the base and given it to the Air
Force tor hundreds of base housing units (which were built). Our
community has also purchased land at the ends of the runways and given it

to the Air Force in order to never allow encroachments.

As for economic impact on the surrounding area, According to the {igures, under
this closing, our community would lose between 20 and 26% of the jobs in our

ared. ‘This would devastate our economy which has just started to turn the



