
May 23,2005 

To: The Honorable James V. Hansen, BRAC Commissioner 

RE: Proposed Closing of Cannon Air Force Base 0 6 0 2 2 0 0 5  

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

I am writing this letter in support to keep Cannon Air Force Base open and 

active. I am a member of the Committee of Fifty and I was totally shocked to 

learn that Cannon was on the BRAC list to close. Cannon has won countless 

awards from ACC for outstanding performance in a large variety of categories 

(2003 to present) including the Installation Excellence Award. Cannon has 

fought in every war since Korea and continues to serve in Iraq today. I have 

carefully studied the criteria stated by the DoD for the BRAC commission's 

consideration. It's obvious they missed something. 

According to General Gary W. Heckrnan, who was involved in making the 

Pentagon's list, criteria for base comparisons included quality and number of 

training ranges, a population base to support National Guard and reserve units 

and the economic impact on the surrounding area. 

-Cannon has a large bombing range (Melrose Bombing Range) just seconds 

from the end of the runways and the proposed and soon to be 
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