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To: BRAC commission
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Subject: Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list
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- To: BRAC commission
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Subject: Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list
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To: * BRAC commission |
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2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 f‘, RECE’VED I

Arlington, Va., 22202
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Subject: Recons’ider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list |
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To: BRAC commission

. l
‘ 2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 @ RECE’VED |
Arlington, Va., 22202 1 J 20 05
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Subject: Reconsmé} and take Cannon AFB off the closure list
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2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 % RECHVED
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: It's Time to Write Lett&8) FZCEIVED

The call is out...and it's time to respond. The Committge%f 503 2 ) 0 5
representing us in front of the BRAC Commission in Washington

DC, is asking for your help. Please, take 10 minutes today and

write a letter to the BRAC Commission. {f we can flood the

commission with thousands of letters, it will have an impact. Here

are some key points that you should include in your letter:

Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following
reasons:
2K e Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.
X o The base has an abundance of air space and no_
encroachment issues. This provides for safer and more
realistic training scenarios for pilots.
¥ ¢ Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is
implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly
supersonic during training missions. This is a very -
important paint, as it allows the Air Force to better train for
real-life situations.
Aé » The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round
training ability.
}( * The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the
_runway at Cannon. This allows pilots to get airborne, and
immediately begin training operations over the bombing
range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the_

range, having one pass over, then returning to the base.

k ¢ Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint
war-fighting, training, and readiness as was evidenced by
the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US
Navy.

%é ¢ Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate
surge force requirements in training and emergency
situations.

A4 o The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes

Cannon the perfect candidate to support future trainin
missions for the F-%;i Joint Strike Fighte?’,’ana otﬁer
ftary aircratt.

% s Tannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air
Force and NAF levels, and national and STAT levels. Click
here for a list of the awards Cannon has received.

¢ The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the

surrounding towns; Clovis, Portales, West Texas, and
others, is unlike any other installation in the country.

T e
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expansion

Space has @

ByDavid frvin

___ CNJ STAFF WRITER

david_irvin@link.freedom.com

The Air-Foree Chief of Staff said

Wednesday the future airplanes and weapon

systems will need wide open spaces for good

training,
The testimony came during a U.S. Senate .

Defense Appropriations Subcommittee

meeting in Washington to review the Air approved.
Force’s budget req .
year.

uests for the 2006 fiscal

S|

Hzczmoﬁ, APRIL 7, 2005,

lace in Air Force

J Senator questions Chief of Staff about future training needs.

“The. very speed of the airplanes and the

d-off distances of our weapons dictate

ever increasing demands for airspace in an

ing, €]

environment where that airspace is decreas-
. UMmper Is quoi

as say-

Ing in a press re

lease from Sen. Pete

€XiCo

The

TSONIC aIrspace nee

ture needs o C orce C NEw

Federal

cd for the

Aviation

SPACE/Page 10

G0028T90
Q3A13034

P

/‘\-‘
7

Space

Administration and the Air Force
are expected to rule on the propos-
al by October, which could expand
training air space in eastern New
Mexico by about 700 square miles.

“(Domenici) wanted to use the
hearing to get the Air Force on the
record about the importance of air
Space availability and in the impor-
tance of realistic training,” said
Chris Gallegos, press represenita-
tive for the Senator. “As we look at
BRAC, all those components are
important in the considerations as
the process moves forward.”

Cannon officials said in January

said the proposed air space expan-

sion would put Cannon on par with
other bases such as Nellis Aj
Force Base in Las Vegas, Nev., and

- Mountain Home Air Force Base in

Boise, Idaho, 1n air space capacity.

<t would also alfow more superson-

ic training to take place from the

base at lower altifudes, -
3 ¢ .
In the Senate meeting, Domenici

Questioned Jumper about future

training requirements, the most
effective types of training, and the
importance of access to airspace
and training ranges for the Air
Force,

“General Jumper and I agree that
airspace for the Air Force will be at
a premium in the future,”
Domenici said in the press release. ,

. Jumper underscored the im T-
ng s

at_the meeting, the press release
showed. J

“In the modern airplane, quite
frankly, (when) you're in the mid- ,
dle of a fight you don’t know when'|
you’ve gone supersonic,” the gen-
eral said. “So if you're having to
pay attention to your airspeed indi- -
cator all the time to make sure that
you don’t create that sonic boom
and disturb people on the ground !
..., then you’re paying attention to
artificialities that you don’t want to
have in your habit patterns,”

Some eastern New Mexico ,‘
ranchers have raised concerns the |
expanded air space could increase
anxiety among livestock and nega-

tively affect their way of life, f
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Autumn Rain

“Do not stand at my grave and weep;

I am not there.

I do not &ow@.

I am a thousand winds that blow.

I am the diamond’s gilt on snow.

I am the mﬁbrmvﬁ on &wmbmm grain.

I am the mmb&m autumn’s rain.

When you awaken in the morning’s hush,
I am the swift uplifting rush
of quiet birds in circled mmmrw.

I am the soft stars that shine at Emrﬁ.

Do not stand at my grave and cry;

I am not there.

I did not die.”

The mmd&_%
of

Louis “Lou” Wootton

morsoimmmmm with
mmmm appreciation
your kind
expressions of mv\awmﬁrvn
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Arlington, Va., 22202 T
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ALDRIDGE, AYCOCK, ACTKINSON & RUTTER, L.L.P.

A REGISTERED LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP COMPRISED

JOHN ALDRIDGE {1905-1968) OF INDIVIDUALS AND PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS OF COUNSEL
SAM ALDRIDGE (1907-1977) ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW HURSHEL R. HARDING

1200 MITCHELL, P.O. BOX 370 CHARLES F. AYCOCK*
JOHNNY W, ACTKINSON* CLOVIS, NEW MEXICO 88101 TEXAS OFFICE
MARION TY RUTTER, P.C. ** 505-762-4700 402 THIRD STREET, P.0. BOX 286
JEFF W. ACTKINSON, P.C.* FAX 505-769-9790 FARWELL, TEXAS 79325

PHONE: 806-481-3361

**ALSO LICENSED IN OKLAHOMA AND ARIZONA FAX: 806-481-9060

*NOT LICENSED IN NEW MEXICO

BRAC Commission
July 21, 2005

JUL 25 2005

Received

BRAC Commission

General James T. Hill

2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear General Hill:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. Ihad a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, [ hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. 1
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation

that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties

as a BRAC Commission member.
Sincerely, &‘\

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
The Honorable James H. Bilbray
The Honorable Philip Coyle
Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr.
The Honorable James V. Hansen
General James T. Hill

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner JUL 25 2009
Brigadier General Sue E. Tuner
General Lloyd W. Newton

BRAC Commission

Received

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

As a graduate of Clovis Community College, [ am very concerned about the
recommendation by the Department of Defense that Cannon Air Force Base should be

closed.

I want to help make the Commission fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training
at supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training
exercises, and a low-cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a
great asset to the country’s armed forces.

Whether or not Cannon’s military value has been recognized yet in Washington, our
local community really appreciates the base. We have been uniquely supportive, donating
time and land to promote the base’s needs and we have also welcomed the personnel.
The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. We consider
Cannon and its retirees a part of our family.

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact in our economy. It has
been estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage
out of line with the effect of base closings in other communities. Clovis Community
College projects an impact of up to a 27% percent decrease in enrollment if Cannon
closes. This would severely impact their ability to continue new programs in
development and to respond to community needs for training, retraining and education.
Cannon is critical for us.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my
community. Please. Let us KEEP CANNON!

Sincerely,

B A WS

Ruben Alarcon.
920 East 14 Street Clovis, NM
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BRAC Commission

General Lloyd W. Newton

2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear General Newton:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. 1 further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.Q.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where 1 was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just



BRAC Commission
General Lloyd W. Newton
July 21, 2005

Page 2

finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.

This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. I had a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. 1
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable James V. Hansen
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Hansen:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. [had a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. 1
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,
MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico
Dear Admiral Gehman:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.0.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which [ am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. Ihad a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation

that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties

as a BRAC Commission membet.
Sincerely,

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable Philip Coyle

2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Coyle:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was bomn and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. Ihad a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. [am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,

T, e

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Bilbray:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to:1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. I had a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin trainingimmediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,

%ﬁmﬁzé/g“‘?

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico
Dear Mr. Principi:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake

and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. Ihad a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street  Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico

Dear Sir or Madam:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. Iam forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. I had a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
beenraised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. 1
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation

that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties

as a BRAC Commission member.
Sincerely,

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico
Dear Mr. Skinner:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.Q.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. Iam forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. Ihad a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, I hate to think what my life would be like. I am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. I
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,
N _a—on
MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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BRAC Commission

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, New Mexico
Dear General Turner:

Thank you for your attendance at the BRAC Commission hearings in Clovis on June 24,
2005. It was a pleasure to have several members of the Commission visit our city and I appreciate
all of the time and effort you are putting forth in order to perform your commission duties. The
turnout at the hearings as well as the crowds that lined the streets of Clovis was a clear indication
of how much the Clovis-Portales communities care about Cannon Air Force Base and certainly
expressed the view of our communities that having Cannon on the BRAC closure list is a mistake
and that Cannon Air Force Base should be removed from the closure list. Randy Harris’ presentation
to the Commission clearly pointed out the value of this base and the service that Cannon provides
not only to the military but to the entire country as well. I further appreciate your Commission
asking pointed questions of D.O.D. since our hearing and trying to create alternatives that would
keep Cannon.

First of all, I would like to give you some of my background information. I am forty-three
and have lived in Clovis since I was two years old. My mother and father are both originally from
Hereford, Texas, approximately 50 miles north-east of Clovis and my father’s first job as a civil
engineer from Texas Tech University was with the Washington D.C. Highway Department. My mom
and dad lived Washington D.C. for two years where I was born and then my father had an
opportunity to return to the High Plains area and work Civil Service at Cannon Air Force Base. My
father worked at Cannon from 1963 to 1987 where he peaked out as Chief Deputy of Civil
Engineering at Cannon. My father then went to Yokota A.F.B., Japan, Tindall in Florida and the
Azores before retiring in 1998. When my parents left Clovis in 1987, to go to Yokota, I had just
finished law school and had begun working for the firm for which I am now a partner.
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This bit of my personal background is important because same shows how Cannon has
played a vital role in the lives of many people, including myself. I had a chance back in 1998 to go
back to the Arlington, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area and I can quite honestly say that had I
been raised in that area versus here on the High Plains, I never would have been exposed to or found
such a great love for the outdoors. Growing up here on the High Plains versus the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area allowed me to hunt and fish and learn much about the outdoors, even going so far
as receiving an undergraduate degree in agricultural economics before attending law school.
Without the outdoors, [ hate to think what my life would be like. [ am so thankful that Cannon gave
myself and my family the opportunity to grow up in the Clovis area.

Next, I have the utmost confidence that you will fulfill all of your duties as a BRAC
commissioner and will lawfully weigh all the criteria and give consideration to all of the factors. [
am also confident that Cannon will be recommended for removal from the BRAC list after you
lawfully discharge your duties as a BRAC commissioner. The military value of Cannon, by looking
at the past history of Cannon and its involvement with past war time and peacekeeping duties speaks
for itself. However, I challenge you to find any other major Air Force Base which has a better
combination of flight weather, great airspace, little electromagnetic interference, great air traffic
control and suitability for interservice training. Next, in regards to the encroachment issue, we do
not have such an encroachment issue here in the Clovis, New Mexico area as was evidenced by the
Commission member’s view from the control tower during the Cannon visit. In the past when the
Pentagon has asked for things to occur at Cannon Air Force Base, the community and the Committee
of Fifty have come through with each and every request made. The ability for pilots at Cannon to
pull up their landing gear and practically begin training immediately is of great value to our military,
not just Cannon, but other bases as well. A sub-sonic fly zone is all but achieved and should be
factored into the BRAC review. Further, there will be a huge economic impact on the local
community and a great cost expense in regards to the recent privatization of housing for Cannon
personnel and also with the relocation expense of the equipment and personnel.

Again, thank you for your attendance at the June 24, 2005 hearings in Clovis and for your
kind consideration of my letter and I look forward to hearing your commission’s recommendation
that Cannon be removed from the BRAC closure list. Please contact me if you have any questions
or if there are any other matters which you would like any input in order for you to fulfill your duties
as a BRAC Commission member.

Sincerely,

MARION TY RUTTER

MTR:st
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Acting Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon JuL 25 2005
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Dear Mr. England,

Again, on behalf of the citizens of New Mexico, thank you for honoring our state by
selecting the name New Mexico for our Navy's newest nuclear submarine. Also,
congratulations on your selection as Deputy Secretary of Defense.

This letter concerns the proposed closure of Cannon Air Force Base, a top-notch
military installation in eastern New Mexico. While the issue has little to do with
submarine New Mexico, it causes our paths to cross again.

You and I are engineers. Like most engineers, we are rather analytical and naturally
tend to weigh all the facts and think things through carefully before making
decisions. I think you will appreciate what T am about to say. DOD has not
considered all of the attributes of Cannon AFB because the data for rating
Cannon's "military value” has not been completely or accurately compiled. It is clear
that as long as DOD uses flawed data, the analysis will also be flawed. As you know,
the military value rating is the primary criterion for making a "close/do-not-close”
decision. For Cannon to get a fair evaluation, it is requested that the additional
information, facts and arguments described below be considered. This request
goes directly to your very own #3 principle of leadership -- "Be forthright, honest
and direct with every person and in every circumstance”.

1. New Mexico Training Range Initiative -- Cannon AFB and the adjacent Melrose
Bombing Range offer supersonic airspace for joint-military training exercises.
DOD's analysis is rather short-sighted since it did not consider expanded
supersonic airspace through the NM Training Range Initiative. This collaborative
effort between the Office for Military Base Planning (part of the NM Economic
Development Department), FAA, Holloman AFB, Kirtland AFB, NM Air National
6Guard, and White Sands Missile Range involves expanding the boundaries of several
Military Operating Areas in southeastern New Mexico to allow more supersonic
flights. The resulting airspace will allow fighter pilots to fly lower at higher
speeds, giving them a much more realistic and rigorous simulation of fighter tactics
employed in actual combat. The pending approval and implementation of our
Training Range Initiative is key to national security and the ongoing War on
Terrorism. The Initiative should be given serious consideration in DOD's scoring of



Cannon's “current and future mission capabilities and the impact on operational
readiness of the total force of the DOD, including the impact on joint war-fighting,
training and readiness” -- DOD's first criterion for the Base Realighment and
Closure selection process. This initiative clearly lends real military value to Cannon,
reinforces our appreciation and support of military installations in New Mexico, and
goes directly to your #4 principle of leadership: “"Improve effectiveness to gain
efficiency”.

2. No Runway or Airspace Encroachment -- Very deliberate and positive actions
by the communities surrounding Cannon have guaranteed unencumbered land and
airspace. This goes to DOD's second criterion for the BRAC selection process
which evaluates “the availability and condition of land, facilities, and associated
airspace (including training areas suitable for maneuver by ground, naval, or air
forces throughout a diversity of climate and terrain areas and staging areas for
the use of the Armed Forces in homeland defense missions) at both existing and
potential receiving locations". Early in the 1990’s, Curry County and the State of
New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon AFB and donated them to the
U.S. Air Force. The local community also purchased and donated land north and
west of the base for additional housing and alternate runway instrumentation,
respectively. Consequently, there are no encroachment issues and you must admit
that this proactive approach to protecting Cannon airspace dovetails with your #6
principle of leadership -- Identify the critical problems that need solution for the
organization to succeed. You must also admit that these actions demonstrate
tremendous community leadership and support.

3. Long-standing Community Support -- When you gave your reasons for selecting
USS New Mexico, you noted our state's very strong support of the men and women
serving in our Armed Forces, including Cannon's 27th Fighter Wing and the NM Air
National Guard's 150™ Fighter Wing. You publicly acknowledged the many letters
and petitions supporting USS New Mexico. Many of those letters came from
eastern NM communities who have supported Cannon for more than 50 years. New
Mexico has one of the highest percentages of National Guard units on active duty
and the absolute highest percentage of military veterans of all 50 states. For the
same reasons you honored our state by selecting the name New Mexico for our
Navy's newest submarine, you should insure that Cannon AFB receives a fair and
complete evaluation.

4. Open Skies - By virtue of the rural location of Cannon AFB, its airspace is
unparalleled anywhere in the USA. It is a national resource that should not be
squandered. Cannon's open skies and consistently good weather, combined with its
expanded inland airspace, make it unique and very cost-effective for pilot training
and joint-military operations.



All we are asking is that Cannon be fairly reviewed and scored. As a fellow engineer
and strong military supporter, I implore you to take a fresh look at the military
value of Cannon AFB and provide a more fair and complete assessment to the BRAC
Commission.

In closing, I would like to call your attention to a famous fighter pilot and veteran
of both world wars. He was a brilliant military strategist and a pioneer in tactical
air combat. If he were alive today, he would argue vigorously against any reduction
in our nation's ability to maintain air supremacy. His name was Gen. John Kenneth
Cannon in whose honor Cannon Air Force Base is nhamed.

Very Best Regards,

&'bk\&ww

Dick Brown

P.O. Box 14586
Albuquerque, NM 87191

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman
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Loretta Canada
From: "Loretta Canada" <lorwercan42@msn.com>
To: <senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov> o
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2005 12:42 PM BRAC Commission
Subject: Re: Is it true 28% base turnovers have not occurred from previous BRAC?

JuL 25 2005
Sir, Received

I read in the 15 Jul 05 Clovis Newspaper "Clovis News Journa!", an article by Matt Apuzzo,
Associated Press, titled "East Coast Officials Fear Economics Won't Rebound Quickly After Base
Closings”. This is hard to believe any land on a coastline in the Eastern US could ever suffer from
rebound problems...shore development is astronomical and the land itself is priceless in the real
estate market alone. I am originally from CT and find these doomsday speculators off the
mark...try to locate cheap real estate on any coastline in 2005 after reading about the
housing/real estate boom and you too can draw the same conclusions.

But it seemns that even though the Stratford, CT Army Engine Plant closed in 1997 by the last
BRAC, the land has not been given to local officials yet by the ARMY? What is the hold up?
Indecision, clean up or no buyers?

In this article the last paragraph says "about 28% of abandoned military property nationwide has
not been turned over to local officials for redevelopment leaving 49,000 acres unused, according
to a Gov't Accountability Office report this year."

How does this information that "savings" forecasted by previous closures have not been realized
into the BRAC data? If local communities cannot utilize the land or buildings yet, does this mean
that the DoD is still "maintaining” and paying for security and utilities for this infrastructure and
land?

Where are these 49,000 acres located and are they hazardous waste areas a_iwaiting further
monies? ’

Have the bases slated for closure, ie Cannon AFB, NM in particular, had the analysis done that
includes any "cleanup"” costs put against the proposed savings in the BRAC data?

Is it possible to have another BRAC round be able to use savings data when we are not even
realizing the savings from the last round?

respectfully,

Loretta Canada
1620 Fairmont Court
Clovis NM 88101
(505) 763-2288

~--- Original Message ——

From: senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov
To: lorwercan42@msn.com

Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2005 7:44 AM

Subject: Responding to your message

7/20/2005
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Honorable James T. Hill June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Mr. Hill:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meeting it's recruitment goals, every family still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the childrj,
2 A %
Rod Self

Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable Philip Coyle June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Mr. Coyle:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home's for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meeting it's recruitment goals, every family still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For 1hz:ilfn,

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable Harold W. Gehman, Jr. June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Mr. Gehman:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home's for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

— 35 money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunfeer mllltcry is not meeting it’s recruitment goals, every famlly still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the child /rfn
Rod Self %

Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable James H. Bilbray June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base

Dear Mr. Bilbrcy: B .

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meeting it's recruitment goals, every family still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the children,

£

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, M$S

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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General Sue Ellen Turner, Ret. June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear General Turner:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when
our volunteer military is not meeting it's recruitment goals, every family still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the children,

K A

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base

Dear Mr. Principi:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home'’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

..._.,Ihaga nre.some thin / r servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meeting it's recruiimen goais, every tamily stil needs a secure

environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the children,

79

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable Samuel Knox Skinner June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Mr. Skinner:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meefing i W80ty 1armmy s oo —

environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For fh?ﬂchiﬁyn%
{

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Honorable James V. Hansen June 13, 2005

BRAC Commission O 6 1 7 2 0 0 5
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 "
Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Mr. Hansen:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not

trliunteer military is not meehing irs tétrumidnr giouteisdiffi st rrrdhis-is-aue woy

environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the children,

i

Rod Self
Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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Junel3, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely, W

t of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
ew Mexico University
Portatés, NM 88130
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The Honorable Philip Coyle 06172 005
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlingion, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and |
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies leamed very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—f{riends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

et Lot

Dr/danet O. Frost

Dgpartment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
astern New Mexico University

Portales, NM 88130
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The Honorable James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

wnet 5.0

Df/Janet O. Frost
partment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
astern New Mexico University
Portales, NM 88130
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Junel3, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. 1 don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—{friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

epartment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
Eastern New Mexico University
Portales, NM 88130
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

/pM

Dr. Jgnet O. Frost

DepArtment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
Eaftern New Mexico University

rtales, NM 88130




JOHN C. URBAN

June 13, 2005

Hon. Anthony J. Principi
Chair

The BRAC Commission

2521 s. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

2J1 GIDDING ST.
P.O. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 881022020

PHONE: (505) 7633127
FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMALL: JUR BAN3@COXNET



Hon. Anthony J. Principi
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Sigrerely,

ol (724N

John C. Urban




JOHN C. URBAN

June 13, 2005

General James T. Hill (USA, Ret)
The BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear General Hill:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

211l GIDDING ST.
PO, BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 881022020

| PHONE: (505) 7633127
| FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMALL: JURBAN3@COXNET



General James T. Hill
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Sincerely,

& A

John C. Urban
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June 13, 2005

Hon. Samuel K. Skinner
The BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Skinner:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

21l GIDDING ST.
P.O. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 88102-2020

PHONE: (505) 763-3127
FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMALL: JURBAN3@COXNET



Hon. Samuel K. Skinner
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to correw— R
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

e el d

John C. Urban
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June 13, 2005

Hon. Philip Coyle

The BRAC Commission

2521 8. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Coyle:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

211 GIDDING ST.
| PO. BOX 2020
| CLOVIS NM 88102-2020

 PHONE: (505) 763-3127
'FAX: (505) 763-3938
' EMALL: JURBAN3@COXNET



Hon. Philip Coyle
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Sincgrely,

Ty,

John C. Urban
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JOHN C. URBAN 06174005

June 13, 2005

Hon. James H. Bilbray
The BRAC Commission

2521 8. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Bilbray:

You have been “tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

21 GIDDING ST.
P.O. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 881022020

PHONE: (505) 763-3127
FAX: (505) 7633938
EMALL: JURBAN3@COXNET



Hon. James H. Bilbray
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Singerely,

sl C ol

John C. Urban
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JOHN C. URBAN -

June 13, 2005

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. (USN, Ret)
The BRAC Commission

2521 8. Clark St Ste 600

Arlington VA 22202

Dear Admiral Gehman:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-~headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

PHONE:= (505) 7633127
AX: (505) 7633938
| EMAIL: JUR BAN3@COXNET



Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Sipncerely,

L EAL

John C. Urban
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June 13, 2005

General Lloyd W. Newton (USAF Ret.)
The BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St Ste 600

Arlington VA 22202

Dear General Newton:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schaedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

21l GIDDING ST.
P.O. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 88102-2020

PHONE: (505) 763-3127
FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMAIL: JUR BAN3@COXNET



General Lloyd W. Newton
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

/L 7oAA

John C. Urban
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06172045
JOHN C. URBAN & RECEIE

June 13, 2005

Brig. General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret)
The BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St Ste 600

Arlington VA 22202

Dear General Turner:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

21l GIDDING ST.
P.O. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 88102-2020

PHONE: (505) 763-3127
FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMAIL: JUR BAN3@COXNET



Brig. General Sue E. Turner
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, spiritually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you again for this additional opportunity to corre-
spond with you concerning this vital matter.

Sincerely,
&

N

John C. Urban
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June 13, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
The BRAC COMMiufiithifini.umummbinn s i o omni@ess - willith

2521 S. Clark St Ste 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen:

You have been tasked with an unbelievably difficult assign-
ment. We appreciate the fact that Clovis, home of Cannon
Air Force Base, has been selected as the site for the June
24 regional hearing including New Mexico. We sincerely
hope it will be possible for you to include Clovis in your
schedule of B.R.A.C. visits.

In the early 1990s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of New Mexico, purchased air easements around Cannon
and gave them to the Air Force. This was done to protect
that air space from encroachment, an important issue for
the Air Force. Within the last few years, our community
purchased land west of Cannon, giving it back to the Air
Force for the installation of instrument lighting on the
alternate runway at the base. Leaders within our community
spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air space
to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative.

2ili GIDDING ST.
PO. BOX 2020
CLOVIS NM 88102-2020

PHONE: (505) 763-3127
FAX: (505) 763-3938
EMAIL: JUR BAN3@COXNET



Hon. James V. Hansen
June 13, 2005
Page 2

In summary, the community has reached out and supported
Cannon like no other community over the past 50 years. We
have done this financially, morally, splrltually and, above
all, consistently.

Thank you mw i il <o e —————-
spond with you concerning this vital matter

Singerely,

AN

John C. Urban
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General Lloyd Newton, Ret. June 13, 2005
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE Cannon Air Force Base

%el nero| Newfon:

You are unaware of the unique services and support this community offers military
children and families in time of war or overseas commitment.

Through the years, our organization has served military families by providing quality child
care while parents were on tour of duty, away from their children for an extended period of
time. Our community is unique in that we are home to the two largest group home’s for
children in New Mexico. We are privately funded charities and receive no federal or
government funding. We make sure the children get a good education and are provided
every opportunity for success and development. They all graduate from High School and
we are now supporting military students in college through our scholarship program.

We are proud of our military men and women. We know they sacrifice much personally
and as a family. We know military life is hard on them, especially children. Please do not
take our opportunity away, to support the military in their difficult battles. This is one way
we can help fight the war.

There are some things money can’t buy our servicemen and women. In a time when our
volunteer military is not meeting it's recruitment goals, every family still needs a secure
environment to raise children. Peace of mind makes better service men and women.

You are surely receiving hundreds of other letters with a laundry list of reasons Cannon
Air Force Base should not be closed. We will not repeat those to you here, but we do hope
you will consider something you haven’t heard before. Please reconsider your decision and
keep Cannon Air Force Base open for service to our great country. We appreciate you.

For the children,

Lo G —

Assistant Director, BSW, MS

Serving Children and Families Since 1954
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BRAC Commission

BRAC Commissioners, JUL 22 2005 20 July 05
Received

I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.M. and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base I know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? Ibelieve it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commuission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! If thisis a
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize

> ,
/,/?’//”(// \ //4,:/’( e
Sgt. John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)
8532 LaLinda Ln

Clovis, N.M. 88101
john.prater@enmu.edu

«



BRAC Commission

BRAC Commissioners, 20 July 05
JUL 22 2005

I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, NM and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the mornmg o? 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base [ know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? I believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. [ have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisisa
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize
this! The Air Force

SMSgt. John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)

8532 Lalinda Ln
Clovis, N.M. 88101
john.prater@enmu.edu




BRAC Commission
iSSl 20 July 05
BRAC Commissioners, JUL 29 2005 uly

I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.MReathéduring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base I know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? I believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisis a
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize

A J

~SMSgt. John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)
8532 Lalinda Ln
Clovis, N.M. 88101
john.prater@enmu.edu



BRAC Commission
BRAC Commissioners, JUL 22 2005 20 July 05

I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.Meandetburing an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, ] am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base I know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? Ibelieve it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. 1 ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis 1s, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! If thisis a
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize

ol / v ) TS Y
" SMSgt. John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)
8532 LaLinda Ln
Clovis, N.M. 88101
john.prater@enmu.edu



BRAC Commission

BRAC Commissioners, L 7 2008 20 July 05
ieceived

I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.M. and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base I know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? I believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis s, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisisa
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed tousona platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize
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I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.M. and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! [ was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base [ know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? I believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. Ifnot I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisis a
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed tousona platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize
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I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N,Nflf.’ccﬁ’l%uring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! I was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base I know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? [ believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. I have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisisa
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed tousona platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize
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I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.M. and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As [ have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, | am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! [ was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base [ know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? Ibelieve it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. Ihave a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
issues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis s, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisis a
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize
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Hon. Anthony J. Principi, Chair

Hon. James H. Bilbray

Hon. Philip Coyle

Adm. Herbert W. Gehman, Jr. (USN, Ret.)
Hon. James V. Hansen

Gen. James T. Hill (USA, Ret.)

Gen. Lloyd W. Newton (USAF, Ret.)
Hon. Samuel K. Skinner

Gen. Sue E. Tumer (USAF, Ret.)

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Va. 22202

Ref.: BRAC, Cannon Air Force Base, Recusals, and Due Process
Honorable Commissioners:

There is, in the whole BRAC process, an evident effort to provide fair and equitable consideration to
all parties. That is commendable.

It is also the case that each member of the Commission appears to be able, conscientious, and well-
qualified beyond question. We appreciate the attention that you have given to concerns regarding the
proposed closure of Cannon Air Force Base. We appreciate the attention of those who came to visit
the base and/or attend the hearing on June 24. We appreciate the "listening ear" and evident
responsiveness of all commissioners, including those who have been advised to recuse themselves
from consideration of Cannon's case.

At the same time, I wonder if it is apparent to members of the Commission that the anticipated recusal
of one or more Commissioners potentially inflicts a fatal, corrupting influence on the notion of due
process? That is a very great concern to people where I live, and [ would hope that it is to you also.
As T understand it, a recusal has the same effect as a “No”” vote—No to adding a base to the closure
list, or removing one. Unless procedures are changed, five votes are still needed to remove a base
from the closure list, but the universe of potential votes is reduced. It is hard to see that as anything
other than prejudicial toward communities that could be negatively affected by recusals.

The 1deal would be to have all Commissioners vote on all issues. Given present circumstances and the
advanced stage of the BRAC process, it seems to me that it is up to the Commissioners to lead in
ensuring equity to the citizens of communities that may be adversely and unfairly affected by resusals.
We want and deserve fair consideration of the points that have been raised concerning inaccuracies in



the DoD data regarding Cannon Air Force Base, upon which the initial recommendation ard the
reiteration of July 14, 2005 (England to Chairman Principi) were based.

Not many supporters of Cannon have insisted that the base should remain open solely on the basis of
negative economic impact. We understand that military value is the main consideration, and you have
the information demonstrating that Cannon was severely shortchanged in the DoD analysis. At the
same time, I can tell you that a negative economic impact is already apparent in our community, just
due to the uncertainty that has been introduced. We are looking at the prospect of lost jobs, lost family
incomes, lost homes, and lost businesses--in wholesale lots.

To have supporters of Cannon present compelling evidence of the base’s military value and continuing
viability, and then have it lost to a legal technicality, would constitute a bitter miscarriage of justice
and an unsatisfactory result for the nation, the community, and I’m sure, for the Commission.

The combination of blatant miscalculation of Cannon's military value on an objective basis and a
projected negative economic impact that is said to be the worst inflicted on any community in the
current round of closures and realignments, should cause the Commission to exercise the greatest
possible care in reconciling discrepancies in the DOD data, and to totally negate any possible effect of
Commissioner recusals on a fair decision.

More than that we cannot ask, but that we do most urgently request, and we appreciate your past and
future consideration in this regard.

Thank you once again for attention to this matter, and for your service in this important capacity.

h very best regards,

avid L. Caffey
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how 1 feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a

better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Sincerel%

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a

better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Sincerel;%

Richard Gomez
Administrator
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“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a

better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Sincerely, . é
Richard Gomez

Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”



101 CONNELLY
CLOVIS, NM 88101
(505) 762-1933

BRAC (ommission

LRI BF BRI O )

LIGHTHOUSE MISSION

Receyven

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

SincerelW Z

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Sincerely,

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they liveis a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-

Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Richard Gomez 4?
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how [ feel it would affect all concerned.

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they live is a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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I am writing in response to the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed and how I feel it would affect all concerned.

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

The Lighthouse Mission Inc. is a helps agency that has worked side by side with Cannon
Air Force Base since we first started operations over 17 years ago. The men and women who
serve at CAFB have been a very vital part of our outreach to the less fortunate in our community.
The volunteer help, the donation of clothing and household items, and the financial contributions
we regularly receive for those who serve at CAFB is a big part of our overall support. It is
because of contributions as offered by CAFB that the Lighthouse Mission can offer help free of
charge to all in need.

Those men and women from CAFB are like family to the Lighthouse Mission and those
we serve. They have given freely of themselves to see that the community in which they liveis a
better place because of their presence.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to the Clovis-
Portales community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON!

Richard Gomez
Administrator

“Caring for the less fortunate in the community”
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I want to thank you for visiting our fair city of Clovis, N.M. and touring an outstanding
Air Force base; Cannon. I personally sat in the audience the morning of 24 June 05 as our local
team place before you a variety of sound reasoning as to the mistakes made in data used to
justify the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. As I have kept up with the discussions on this
matter, I am becoming more convinced each day that the DOD has used falsified data to justify
ALL its recommendations! [ was very encouraged with articles in our area papers where you
questioned DOD’s reasoning as well. The latest information posted on your (BRAC) Web site
concerning the Air Force reasoning for closure, continues this same false data path. How big
does a base have to be to fit the needs of the Air Force? Cannon has ALWAYS been a double
wing base [ know of VERY few bases larger than double wings. The ACTING Air Force
Secretary, stated “limited in space and infrastructure and too remote.” Those of you who toured
the base saw the infrastructure. If you were allowed to examine that structure, you saw about
one third of the space being used. I was on active duty at Cannon when 110 F-111 bombers were
on station and we still had room. Additional infrastructures were built during and after the
heavy bombers were phased out.

Now to the issue of Cannon being remote. As I stated in an earlier letter, why are we
making the targeting of our military so easy for our enemies? The DOD wants to cluster a
VERY LARGE portion of our military on the southeast and southern coastlines. Is this smart?
A lot of people don’t think so! Plus, wasn’t open space, population, etc SUPPOSE to be an
IMPORTANT part of the “REASONING” for keeping an installation open?? I believe it was
and NO base has more of that than Cannon! Also, the Air Force used “jointed training
opportunities nearby,” in their reasoning. [ have a one word answer for that, LAUGHABLE!
Again, how much is enough??

Finally I will address the issue that REALLY has me confused; recusals! The
announcement that Commissioners will be recusing themselves because of conflict of interest
1ssues involving their home states. The mission statement of the BRAC Commiission read as the
24 June 05 meeting began, “you people have no home state in this deal! If you do, your ability
to render an unbiased opinion, on any installation, based on the BRAC mission, has been
seriously compromised!”  This has really stacked the deck against Cannon as well as many
other installations. If I understand right, it still requires five votes for keeping Cannon open by
the commission. That is now five out of seven, not nine. I ask you, if you were setting where
Clovis is, is that fair??? Another question, why is this coming up now? Surely such issues were
discussed during your selection process. If not I smell a BIG POLITICAL rat! Ifthisisa
problem the only FAIR thing to do is for the entire Commission to be recused. Here we set on
pins and needles awaiting our fate. Is the heart of life in this community going to be ripped out
and handed to us on a platter to watch its last beats? Those of you who visited, surely realize

SMSgt. John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)
8532 LaLinda Ln

Clovis, N.M. 88101
john.prater@enmu.edu



, AP
ffy PoARR

06172005

June 15, 2005

James D. Floyd
1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27" Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fleet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

Bwso D 4@0(
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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James D. Floyd
1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

General James T. Hill

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27" Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fleet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

Snsg D, Foyl
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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James D. Floyd
1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

General Lloyd W. Newton

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27" Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DaoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fleet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

aveo D. Fleyd
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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James D. Floyd
1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27" Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fieet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the
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our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

o D Floyol
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27™ Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fleet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

: D. jlicrf/a-(’
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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June 15, 2005

James D. Floyd
1701 Arbor Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-2305

505-762-5141
floydj @ yucca.net

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Sir;
I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range
within minutes of the air base. Cannon also have significant airspace and an electronic
warfare range. Supersonic airspace allowances for Cannon Air Force Base’s 27" Fighter
Wing, the New Mexico Air National Guard and others, are pending. The base has
supported more than 100 aircraft in the past. More significantly, Cannon does not have
encroachment issues, or noise limitations, that limit or prevent operations that so limit
operations elsewhere. Cannon has a safe environment for operational issues. Cannon has
nearly limitless flying opportunities and could operate around the clock.

BRAC criteria should have demonstrated Cannon’s value, and therefore have precluded it
being placed on a closure list. Closure of facilities that are inefficient, encroached upon,
have noise (operational) limitations, present major issues in the event of mishaps, and/or
have issues with the local populace/governments should have been the focus. The fact
that a desirable facility possesses an older fielded fleet is a circumstance that has been
faced repeatedly in the past. If we had closed every facility that incurred an
equipment/fleet conversion, we would have closed nearly every facility the military ever
possessed. This is one of those situations. It appears that the Department of Defense
(DoD) selected Cannon based on the equipment/fleet, rather that the facility value. We
will continue to park fleets, but we must retain the prime facilities that our future fleets
will require. Cannon is one of the future facilities.

There are also two other issues relative to this BRAC that concern me. First, is the
inclusion of forecasted overseas unit reassignments to the United States. These overseas
unit returns are not a done deal and are not necessarily part of what you are to examine,
or what our Congress will be asked to vote on. Our Department of State, our mutual
defense treaties, and the world’s political situation, will affect negotiations relative to
these units return. To place them in the BRAC is akin to throwing some states a bone,
albeit with a rope attached. This BRAC could be approved, and subsequently the



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

Ao D. ﬁ)ﬂ&(
James D. Floyd
CMSgt, USAF, Retired



forecasted units not return. Our citizens will believe that they have been deceived and
our politicians that have participated in the BRAC process will have good reason not to
believe our DoD leaders in the future. The second issue has to do with the term “military
value.” We should have learned from previous experiences that placing all of our assets
near coastal cites is shortsighted. Having the ability to respond quickly is an asset.
However, being able to respond quickly becomes moot if we are to engage in
wars/conflicts/actions that last longer than days. Lately, our wars, and the follow-on
responsibilities have lasted for decades. The ability to send our forces in quickly soon
became irrelevant. Further, exposing the same assets to hurricanes and seaborne threats
is not necessary. One may recall that during the tragic 9/11 disaster that our President
was not transported to our coastal bases at Langley or Shaw, but rather to a much safer
location centrally located away from Washington and coasts. With our southern border,
we need our military placed where we can respond and yet not be in immediate danger.

The local community supports Cannon and has done so for many years. In addition to
growing up as a military dependent, I spent more than 30 years in the military and can
speak with experience that the local community is military-friendly.

The official BRAC Internet site presents success stories for post-BRAC facilities.
Unfortunately, there are very few success stories. Naturally, the site doesn’t not show the
disasters left in post-BRAC’s wake. Eastern New Mexico would be one of those
disasters. The DoD’s released data seriously underestimates the impact to this already
economically disadvantaged state. The implications would be far-reaching. Comments
stating that Cannon could be converted in a major business function are not based on
logic, but rather on wishful thinking, or excuses. One need only to examine the history of
the business arena of eastern New Mexico to understand that conversion is not an
opportunity, but rather an economic liability in the making. Sugarcoating past actions
further leads to a loss of credibility of not only our DoD, but also our entire government.
To some, a half-truth is not an acceptable practice to communicate. Showing only the
few success stories and ignoring the disasters left elsewhere is such a half-truth.

Clovis has experienced a BRAC before and also had a post-95 BRAC with the retirement
of the EF-111A. The repercussions lasted through 2002. There is no way to minimize
the impact that the closure of Cannon would have on the local community. It would
destroy the economy in this area. One has only to look at Walker Air Force Base, which
closed in 1967, and Roswell to verify that closure is not a temporary economic issue.
Roswell still hasn’t recovered to the point of before Walker’s closure. Clovis has
supported Cannon and the US Air Force for more than 50 years. The people of eastern
New Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and Cannon’s military families.

We need your help in removing Cannon from the proposed closure list. Cannon Air
Force Base is essential to ensuring the future capabilities of the US Air Force and our
military. Thanks for your time and attention.

Games D Floyd

James D. Floyd

CMSgt, USAF, Retired
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June 10, 2005

Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. 1 have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:

oy 4 /
Alfred C. lofies

1611 South Lea Avenue
Roswell, NM 88203

Q gron
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Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:
>}

ﬂ ol
Alfyed C. Jones
1611 South Lea Ave
Roswell, NM 88203
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Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open
Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base
State: New Mexico
Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:

Alfred C-Jones

1611 South Lea Avenue
Roswell, NM 88203



June 10, 2005

Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. T'have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

1611 South Lea Avenue
Roswell, NM 88203



June 10, 2005

Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. Itis one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I'have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Kee on Open:

1611 South Lea Avenu
Roswell, NM 88203
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Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission

Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I'have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:

AlfredC. Jones
1611 South Lea Av:
Roswell, NM 88203
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June 10, 2005

Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:

Alfred @/ Jones : ( ;

1611 South Lea Avenue
Roswell, NM 88203



June 10, 2005

Attention: 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
Subject: Keep Cannon Open

Base/Installation/Facility: Cannon Air Force Base

State: New Mexico

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I are writing regarding the Department of Defense’s recommendation Cannon Air Force Base
be closed.

I want to make you aware of our family’s concerns about this before a final decision is made:

1. It is one base where pilots can make many bombing runs due to a large amount of close
space and good weather year around (saves money, time, and adds more practice runs).

2. I have family members who are retired military and go there for medical services which
will mean more travel and expense for older veterans.

3. I have family members who live in the Clovis area an who were previously stationed at
Cannon. The financial impact it will have on the area would be devastating to this small
community. It is a rural area that attracts little industry, so this will affect the small community
more than if it were an urban area (businesses, public schools, colleges, etc.).

4. The surrounding area has been very supportive of Cannon (even donating land recently);
please support it by taking Cannon Air Force Base off the closure list.

5. The supersonic air space could be expanded by the Air Force for future use by the military
(the F-16 or other aircraft that could be used at this base).

Please come and visit Cannon and Clovis so you can see first-hand what Cannon does for our
community, and how our community has supported Cannon Air Force Base.

Keep Cannon Open:

1611 South Lea Avenu
Roswell, NM 88203
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The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and 1
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jddet O. Frost

De ent of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
Egstern New Mexico University

Portales, NM 88130
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General James T. Hill

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

anet O. Frost

grtment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
ern New Mexico University

drtales, NM 88130
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General Lloyd W. Newton

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish” and I
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,

Dgpartment of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
stern New Mexico University
ortales, NM 88130
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Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

My mother, a depression-era child, would always say, “Don’t be penny wise and pound foolish™ and 1
believe the military needs to heed this warning. I don’t not believe that you take a proven effective unit
like the Cannon Air Force Base unit and move it, break it up, and put it in new places with new people, etc.
when you are in the middle of what appears to be an ongoing confrontation. This unit has proven its
effectiveness and has “saved us” many times over the last dozen years. There is simply no good reason to
do this now in the middle of several serious conflicts in which this unit might be called on to solve
problems at any moment.

Further, as an anthropologist who has had to teach about the development of war from a cross-cultural
perspective, I can tell you that the evidence is strong that the best fighting comes from people who are
raised together, live together, share all their daily experiences together and feel a strong support network
within the community. As preindustrial warfare developed, society after society switched from a matri-
focal (including matrilocal) society to a patri-focal (including patrilocality) as warfare became more critical
to their survival. What these societies learned very quickly in life and death struggles, is that people who
grow up together and know each others habits, etc. make better warriors than men who come together only
after marriage and must fight together—they are raised in different groups and don’t know/trust each other,
which means they are not as effective as men who have spent their childhood with each other and feel real
kin or fictive kin ties with the men they are fighting with. Strong evidence for this is found in studies of
Plains Indians and other groups around the world. We should learn from history! Don’t break up a group
that knows each other and the community of supporters around them and destroy an effective fighting unit
when we aren’t even sure it will save any money.

Heed my mother’s advice; trust the experience of many societies, and what experienced military people
know about fighting—friends make better comrades; and supporters are important to the success of the
military. The people of Eastern New Mexico offer that support and with the highly trained and motivated
men and women of Cannon can provide valuable services and protection for the American efforts around
the world.

Sincerely,
Dr. Janet O. Frost
D ent of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology

Edgtern New Mexico University
Portales, NM 88130



Clovis, New Mexico, 88101
June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia, 22202

To: Commission Chairman, Anthony J. Principi
Dear Commission Member::

I would first like to identify myself. I am 72 years old and I am a retired Clovis High School
mathematics teacher. I taught advanced placement students from our area and certainly many
students from Cannon Air Force Base. For 22 years, I taught both groups in a very homogeneous
environment. I cannot ever remember a time that our teens did not meld perfectly with one
another. Our schools were very proud of the youngsters, who many times had traveled
extensively, and quickly became leaders in academia and sports, music and student government.
There was never one student who expressed a dislike of the local people or our community. This
comradeship was shared by our staff with those from CAFB who became an important part of
our teaching community. The military personal and their families added something special to our
people here on the Llano Estacado.

On this high flat mesa, we have much to offer for fighter pilots. There is endless airspace and
mostly beautiful weather. We have wind in the spring but the area surrounding CAFB is blessed
with mild winters and hot, dry summers. Our summer evenings are cool. Surrounding CAFB,
we have farm land as far as the eye can see. There is a budding dairy industry that sees the
wonder of the flat land with moderate winters.

The families from CAFB become leaders in many of the community churches. It is so sad when a
family leaves who have become loved and appreciated by the memberships. Many of their
children have multiple talents and receive high honors in the public arena.

Our family has been here for many generations. In 1951, I worked in the office of the telephone
company and was introduced to the first three men who came to reopen Clovis Air Force Base.
My husband installed their first little telephone exchange when the initial group began to come
to Clovis. Please reconsider removing our military community. Our area and climate are truly
ideal for flier training and deployment.

Very sincerely yours,

%éﬂe/cfd %: Wb% prd

Roberta Lansford
317 West Plains Ave.
Clovis, New Mexico, 88101-4224



xc: BRAC Commission Members as listed:
James H. Bilbray

Philip Coyle

Harold W. Gehman, Jr.

James V. Hansen

James T. Hill

Lloyd “Fig” Newton

Samuel Knox Skinner

Sue Ellen Turner



Clovis, New Mexico, 88101
June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia, 22202

To: Commission Chairman, Anthony J. Principi
Dear Commission Member::

I would first like to identify myself. I am 72 years old and I am a retired Clovis High School
mathematics teacher. I taught advanced placement students from our area and certainly many
students from Cannon Air Force Base. For 22 years, I taught both groups in a very homogeneous
environment. I cannot ever remember a time that our teens did not meld perfectly with one
another. Our schools were very proud of the youngsters, who many times had traveled
extensively, and quickly became leaders in academia and sports, music and student government.
There was never one student who expressed a dislike of the local people or our community. This
comradeship was shared by our staff with those from CAFB who became an important part of
our teaching community. The military personal and their families added something special to our
people here on the Llano Estacado.

On this high flat mesa, we have much to offer for fighter pilots. There is endless airspace and
mostly beautiful weather. We have wind in the spring but the area surrounding CAFB is blessed
with mild winters and hot, dry summers. Our summer evenings are cool. Surrounding CAFB,
we have farm land as far as the eye can see. There is a budding dairy industry that sees the
wonder of the flat land with moderate winters.

The families from CAFB become leaders in many of the community churches. It is so sad when a
family leaves who have become loved and appreciated by the memberships. Many of their
children have multiple talents and receive high honors in the public arena.

Our family has been here for many generations. In 1951, I worked in the office of the telephone
company and was introduced to the first three men who came to reopen Clovis Air Force Base.
My husband installed their first little telephone exchange when the initial group began to come
to Clovis. Please reconsider removing our military community. Our area and climate are truly
ideal for flier training and deployment.

Very sincerely yours,

F b s 72 aé/ﬂ%;u/
Roberta Lansford

317 West Plains Ave.
Clovis, New Mexico, 88101-4224
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Clovis, New Mexico, 88101
June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia, 22202

To: Commission Chairman, Anthony J. Principi
Dear Commission Member::

1 would first like to identify myself. I am 72 years old and I am a retired Clovis High School
mathematics teacher. I taught advanced placement students from our area and certainly many
students from Cannon Air Force Base. For 22 years, I taught both groups in a very homogeneous
environment. I cannot ever remember a time that our teens did not meld perfectly with one
another. Our schools were very proud of the youngsters, who many times had traveled
extensively, and quickly became leaders in academia and sports, music and student government.
There was never one student who expressed a dislike of the local people or our community. This
comradeship was shared by our staff with those from CAFB who became an important part of
our teaching community. The military personal and their families added something special to our
people here on the Llano Estacado.

On this high flat mesa, we have much to offer for fighter pilots. There is endless airspace and
mostly beautiful weather. We have wind in the spring but the area surrounding CAFB is blessed
with mild winters and hot, dry summers. Our summer evenings are cool. Surrounding CAFB,
we have farm land as far as the eye can see. There is a budding dairy industry that sees the
wonder of the flat land with moderate winters.

The families from CAFB become leaders in many of the community churches. It is so sad when a
family leaves who have become loved and appreciated by the memberships. Many of their
children have multiple talents and receive high honors in the public arena,

Our family has been here for many generations. In 1951, I worked in the office of the telephone
company and was introduced to the first three men who came to reopen Clovis Air Force Base.
My husband installed their first little telephone exchange when the initial group began to come
to Clovis. Please reconsider removing our military community. Our area and climate are truly
ideal for flier training and deployment.

Very sincerely yours,

744%2& ?éwfﬂ o

Roberta Lansford
317 West Plains Ave.
Clovis, New Mexico, 88101-4224
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Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list
Dear BRAC Commissioner:

I am aretired Air Force Senior Master Sergeant and [ am very concerned about
the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon Air Force Base should be
closed.

In my twenty four (24) years in the Air Force, I have had the opportunity to see
many bases around the world and can say the Cannon AFB is among the best in many
ways. I observed most of the bases while performing duties as an air evacuation medical
technician. This has given me an ability to see the different attributes that Cannon AFB
has to offer our national defense.

I know that the recommendation from the Department of Defense states that
All active duty Block 50 bases have higher military value than Cannon", I do not know
what criteria this is based on, but I do not feel the all aspects of Cannon’s military value
where properly taken into consideration.

I want to help make the Commission aware of the unique attributes that Cannon
brings to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace that allows training
at supersonic speeds at lower levels and the Melrose Bombing Range within thirty (30)
miles from the base. This allows for more training time for aircrews and promotes cost-
efficient training. The base also has excellent crosswind runways with no encroachment
on the use of any runway. I think this point has not been given enough credit by the
Department of Defense. At a time when so many bases are seeing encroachment
happening that hinders their ability to use their runways with hot bombs, I think it is
shortsighted to give up a base like Cannon that has such unique attributes, which will be
needed in the future as our planes become more advance requiring unencumbered
airspace.

In my time in the Air Force I can honestly say that I have never been to a base
that has the level of community support that is given to Cannon and the Military. This
support is not something that happens lately to impress the Department of Defense, the
Air Force but has been ongoing since before I arrived at Cannon in May 1978. My last
six (6) years at Cannon I was the First Sergeant of the Base Hospital and the support we
received was outstanding.

After my retirement from the Air Force I decided to stay in Clovis and became a
Detention Officer for Curry County Detention Centers, where [ was promoted to become
the Administrator of the Detention Centers. In this capacity [ have came into contact



with all levels of people within the community and I can attest that Cannon is supported
at all levels.

I am retired from the Curry County Detention Center and I love this community
and the Air Force and I know that the closure of Cannon will have a devastating impact
on our economy. It has been estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its
workforce, a percentage out of line with the effect of base closings in other communities.
There also is a large amount of military retires in the area that will be adversely affected.
Because of other bases that have been closed in West Texas and Eastern New Mexico it
is not uncommon to see people on the base that have driven over 100 miles to get
medication and shop. Cannon is critical for all of us, not only Clovis, but towns and
cities over 100 miles away.

Cannon is not only critical to us but I believe to the Air Force when all the
positive attributes are taken into consideration. A look at all the awards that have been
won by Cannon and the number of Wing Commanders that have gone on to become
General shows that Cannon is very useful.

I look forward to each of you coming to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I am sure
when you see for yourselves the base and the surrounding area and reconsider the facts
on Cannon you will see its importance to the nation and to the communities around it.
Please, let us KEEP CANNON.

Sincerely,

;omm1e Swearmgen S GT ( Retlred)

1629 CRK
Clovis, NM 88101
505-985-6169



06282005
X2 RECEIVED

Betty Berry NPT
829 Altito RD. PO Box 486

Fort Sumner, NM 88119
(505) 355-7674

June 21, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

The Honorable Philip Coyle:

| am writing in response to the possible closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis, New Mexico.

| was employed at Cannon for three months last summer, in a temporary
position, and | must say it was a tremendous experience for me. Never have |
worked in a place where people were so friendly and respectful. | was able to
see first hand the importance of our Military.

Cannon is a first rate Military Installation, and the closing would have a very
negative impact on Clovis, Portales, Fort Sumner, and other surrounding areas.
Cannon provides many resources to our active and retired military persons that
they would not otherwise have access to without driving a significant distance.

Cannon has plenty of space for expansion, and the training provided to our
fighting pilots is first rate.

Closing Cannon would have a negative impact on our economy, it would
eliminate many jobs that are badly needed.

It is my hope that the support for Cannon will help the BRAC Commission to
reconsider and keep Cannon Air Force Base from closing.

Sincerely, M

Betty Berry
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Betty Berry
829 Altito RD. PO Box 486
Fort Sumner, NM 88119
(505) 355-7674

June 21, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Ciark St., Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr. (ysAf Pet.)

| am writing in response to the possible closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis, New Mexico.

| was employed at Cannon for three months last summer, in a temporary
position, and | must say it was a tremendous experience for me. Never have |
worked in a place where people were so friendly and respectful. | was able to
see first hand the importance of our Military.

Cannon is a first rate Military Installation, and the closing would have a very
negative impact on Clovis, Portales, Fort Sumner, and other surrounding areas.
Cannon provides many resources to our active and retired military persons that
they would not otherwise have access to without driving a significant distance.

Cannon has plenty of space for expansion, and the training provided to our
fighting pilots is first rate.

Closing Cannon would have a negative impact on our economy, it would
eliminate many jobs that are badly needed.

It is my hope that the support for Cannon will help the BRAC Commission to
reconsider and keep Cannon Air Force Base from closing.

Sincerely,

Betty Berry
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Betty Berry
829 Altito RD. PO Box 486
Fort Sumner, NM 88119
(505) 355-7674

June 21, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner:

I am writing in response to the possible closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis, New Mexico.

| was employed at Cannon for three months last summer, in a temporary
position, and | must say it was a tremendous experience for me. Never have |
worked in a place where people were so friendly and respectful. | was able to
see first hand the importance of our Military.

Cannon is a first rate Military Installation, and the closing would have a very
negative impact on Clovis, Portales, Fort Sumner, and other surrounding areas.
Cannon provides many resources to our active and retired military persons that
they would not otherwise have access to without driving a significant distance.

Cannon has plenty of space for expansion, and the training provided to our
fighting pilots is first rate.

Closing Cannon would have a negative impact on our economy, it would
eliminate many jobs that are badly needed.

It is my hope that the support for Cannon will help the BRAC Commission to
reconsider and keep Cannon Air Force Base from closing.

Sincerely, /&%

Betty Berry
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Fort Sumner, NM 88119
(505) 355-7674

June 21, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

General Lioyd W. "Fig" Newton: ((/SAF /?c/‘.)

| am writing in response to the possible closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis, New Mexico.

| was employed at Cannon for three months last summer, in a temporary
position, and | must say it was a tremendous experience for me. Never have |
worked in a place where people were so friendly and respectful. | was able to
see first hand the importance of our Military.

Cannon is a first rate Military Installation, and the closing would have a very
negative impact on Clovis, Portales, Fort Sumner, and other surrounding areas.
Cannon provides many resources to our active and retired military persons that
they would not otherwise have access to without driving a significant distance.

Cannon has plenty of space for expansion, and the training provided to our
fighting pilots is first rate.

Closing Cannon would have a negative impact on our economy, it would
eliminate many jobs that are badly needed.

It is my hope that the support for Cannon will help the BRAC Commission to
reconsider and keep Cannon Air Force Base from closing.

Sincerely, /@/@/

Betty Berry
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Betty Berry ) }"ILM.;"%LD
829 Altito RD. PO BRox 484
Fort Sumner, NM 88119
(505) 355-7674

June 21, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner: (uSHAF Fet).

| am writing in response to the possible closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis, New Mexico.

| was employed at Cannon for three months last summer, in a temporary
position, and | must say it was a tremendous experience for me. Never have |
worked in a place where people were so friendly and respectful. | was able to
see first hand the importance of our Military.

Cannon is a first rate Military Installation, and the closing would have a very
negative impact on Clovis, Portales, Fort Sumner, and other surrounding areas.
Cannon provides many resources to our active and retired military persons that
they would not otherwise have access to without driving a significant distance.

Cannon has plenty of space for expansion, and the training provided to our
fighting pilots is first rate.

Closing Cannon would have a negative impact on our economy, it would
eliminate many jobs that are badly needed.

It is my hope that the support for Cannon will help the BRAC Commission to
reconsider and keep Cannon Air Force Base from closing.

Sincerely,

s Loy —

Betty Berry
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June 7, 2005 /22/2005

Dear General Lloyd W. Newton:

I am writing in response to the current BRAC recommendation to close Cannon Air
Force Base (CAFB) currently located in Clovis, New Mexico. As a life-long resident of
a nearby community (Texico, New Mexico) I am truly concerned about the impacts the
closure of Cannon would have on our community.

I would like to take this opportunity to bring some items to your attention.  First and
foremost Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. CAFB has an abundance of air
space and we do have the encroachment issues of many other bases. In addition, once the
New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the
ability to fly supersonic during training missions. The weather in Eastern New Mexico
is also ideal to provide year-round training ability and CAFB has space and facilities to
accommodate changes in force requirements in the future. Finally, the Melrose Bombing
Range is literally seconds from the runway at Cannon, giving pilots the convenience and
cost savings of becoming airborne and immediately beginning training, rather than
spending precious time and fuel flying to the range and then returning to refuel.

Our local community almost identifies itself with Cannon Air Force Base. Over the last
50 years our surrounding communities have supported CAFB like no other community in
our country. Our community has even purchased air easements and land around CAFB
and given them to Cannon at no cost! Our community has reached out and supported
CAFB financially, morally, spiritually, and above all, consistently.

The closure of Cannon Air Force Base would have an absolutely devastating impact on
our community. We have heard estimates that the area would lose as much as 20% of our
workforce. This is much larger than estimated in the original recommendations and is
completely out of line with the effect of base closings in other communities. Our
community is also home to a very large military retiree population who depend on CAFB
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and otheér services.

Cannon Air Force Base is critical for us to survive and prosper as the community we’ve
become. Iimplore you to please reconsider the original recommendations and consider
Cannon’s importance to our nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP
CANNON!!

Sincerely,

IRV
OM\onica J. Sanchez
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June 7, 2005
Dear Honorable James V. Hansen:

I am writing in response to the current BRAC recommendation to close Cannon Air
Force Base (CAFB) currently located in Clovis, New Mexico. As a life-long resident of
a nearby community (Texico, New Mexico) I am truly concerned about the impacts the
closure of Cannon would have on our community.

I would like to take this opportunity to bring some items to your attention. First and
foremost Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. CAFB has an abundance of air
space and we do have the encroachment issues of many other bases. In addition, once the
New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the
ability to fly supersonic during training missions. The weather in Eastern New Mexico
is also ideal to provide year-round training ability and CAFB has space and facilities to
accommodate changes in force requirements in the future. Finally, the Melrose Bombing
Range is literally seconds from the runway at Cannon, giving pilots the convenience and
cost savings of becoming airborne and immediately beginning training, rather than
spending precious time and fuel flying to the range and then returning to refuel.

Our local community almost identifies itself with Cannon Air Force Base. Over the last
50 years our surrounding communities have supported CAFB like no other community in
our country. Our community has even purchased air easements and land around CAFB
and given them to Cannon at no cost! Our community has reached out and supported
CAFB financially, morally, spiritually, and above all, consistently.

The closure of Cannon Air Force Base would have an absolutely devastating impact on
our community. We have heard estimates that the area would lose as much as 20% of our
workforce. This is much larger than estimated in the original recommendations and is
completely out of line with the effect of base closings in other communities. Our
community is also home to a very large military retiree population who depend on CAFB
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and other services.

Cannon Air Force Base is critical for us to survive and prosper as the community we’ve
become. I implore you to please reconsider the original recommendations and consider
Cannon’s importance to our nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP
CANNON!

Sincerely,

e ez
ChI e




March 23, 2005

Kathi Holland
409 Chanticleer
Clovis, NM 88101

Philip Coyle,

[ am very concerned about the BRAC Commission’s decision to close Cannon Air Force
Base.

Cannon Air Force Base has a definite value to the security of the United States and the
evidence is shown by Cannon’s fighter planes in Iraq. Cannon also had fighters in Desert
Storm. Cannon’s support to the security of our nation is important.

Please consider the unique attributes that Cannon offers for the defense of our nation. Cannon
has no encroachments, almost unlimited airspace, the adjacent Melrose bombing range,
year-round flying days and nights and the airspace to fly supersonic speeds.

Cannon has been apart of the our local communities for over 50 years. Clovis and Portales
have embraced Cannon’s personal as if they all were born and raised in here. Both

communities are extremely fortunate to have retired military that have chosen this area for
retirement. Some have even retired at other bases but come back to this area for retirement.

The closer of Cannon Air Force Base will have a devastating impact on our community. I
understand that about 20% of our workforce will be lost. Clovis, with a population of only
34,000, cannot withstand this impact. Our public schools will loose approximately 1,200
students which will equate to loss of jobs for teachers. Our higher education systems will also
be greatly impacted. The impact of the loss of Cannon could be insurmountable for our local
economy.

. Please reconsider all the facts and attributes of Cannon Air Force Base before making your
final decision. Our future is in your hands.

Respectfully Yours,

Hosdn Wollod



BRAC Commission:
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA. 22202

6/23/2005

Dear, HOMOf‘Q‘O{f Sam (/\e( (<- S/L\’MVWP,

I am a housewife; I live in Portales, NM. I was a Sergeant in the United States Air Force
form 1985 through 1991. I was at RAF Upper-Heyford, England and Cannon Air Force
Base, New Mexico. I met my husband while I was in the Air Force while I was stationed
at Cannon Air Force Base. We now have a beautiful and wonderful daughter, (Beth) age
8 in our lives. 1 don’t use the base anymore but I understand the importance of it. 1
worked on the flight controls of the F-111C, D, FB, & EF aircraft. It would be a great
loss to those who can use the Base.

I know you have to put a lot of things into consideration, and I know you can not,
so much look at my féelings and the others in the surrounding town. Also the economic
impacts, there are so many things you can conceder, on is the encroachment issues which
is one of BRAC’s standards, we don’t have (NO) ! Encroachment issues at Cannon Air
Force Base, but many of the Air Force Bases that are slated to receive our F-16 have
major encroachment issues such as Hill Air Force Base & Luke Air Force Base, which to
mention the local communities don’t even want the Air Force Bases in their communities.
Cannon Air Force Base is slightly to the west of Clovis, and Clovis is currently growing
to the north away from Cannon Air Force Base, which will cease if Cannon Air Force
Base closes.

I have seen the building contractors cease building and have heard the Banks have
stopped loans on all projects that are not already paid for by individuals. The contractors
went home and the house sites untouched since. Remember that Clovis is growing away
from Cannon Air Force Base, which leaves Cannon Air Force Base lots of room on the
ground, also in the air Cannon Air Force Base has no other Airport to speak of to
competing for air space.

Our community has done several things in the past to ensure this issue in the
1990’s. Curry County and the State of New Mexico purchased air easements around
Cannon Air Force Base for encroachment protection. Leaders in our community have
worked with the New Mexico training range initiative to expand the flight capabilities of
pilots at Cannon Air Force Base to include Super Sonic Flights at a lower altitude to
accommodate modern tactical combat training requirements, while other communities
are doing their best to push the military out. On different occasions our local community
has purchased land and given it to Cannon Air Force Base for needs they had at the time.

I know weather is a big factor with any aircraft. Our weather here is perfect for
flying year round, and with Melrose bombing range minutes away off the end of the
runway, the Cannon pilots have quick access to extensive training with little travel time,
saving lots of fuel and money for the Military.



July 5, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear BRAC Cominissioner Bilbray:

I was pleased to see you and the other 5 BRAC Commissioners here in Clovis on 24
June 2005. I was also glad that you visited our great city of Clovis, NM. Our small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission show up in Clovis. I
hope your Commission felt welcome while they were here.

I am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to finish raising my family here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs-andualugs. We love
the military and we love our base. [ feel that the disbelief and shock came to our
community once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list, and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines, and then found out our base was listed for closure. I feel that the
Pentagon’s decision is flawed because we are a small base and it seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens, the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtually the same as Luke AFB in Phoenix. Luke is literally
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are flawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West Texas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Commissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of
Defense ever did.

I strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,

ames W. Walker

[
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July 5, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear BRAC Commissioner Turner:

I was pleased to see you and the other 5 BRAC Commissioners here in Clovis on 24
June 2005. I was also glad that you visited our great city of Clovis, NM. Our small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission here in Clovis. |
hope your Commission felt welcome while they were here.

1 am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to finish raising my family here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs and values. We love
the military and we love our base. 1 feel that the disbelief and shock came to our
community once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list, and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines, and then found out our base was listed for closure. I feel that the
Pentagon’s decision is flawed because we are a small base and it seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens, the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtually the same as Luke AFB in Phoenix. Luke is literally
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are flawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West Texas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Comimissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of
Defense ever did.

I strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,

v b Ldaﬁé{

ames W. Walker
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June 1, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 So. Clark St., Suite 600
Arington, Virginia 22202

| am writing in response tothe announcment that Cannon Air Force Base in

Clovis, New Mexico is on the fist to potatially be closed. The following factors

are impertant to consider about why Canon should be removed from the U
poteritial closing list

o Consider the economic inpact oClovis and the surrounding commurities,
including Amarillo and Lubbock,/ould be affected tremendously.

e The consequence of lossof resdrces to thousands of retired military
families that live in Clovis, Portas, Eastern New Mexico, and West Texas
would be devastating. These peole rely on Cannon for healthcare,
grocery shopping, and more. Thre is not another installation close to
serve our retired military.

o Considef the strategic responseéme for protection of the BWXT Pantex,
Bell Helicopter and all other heay industrial facilities in the surrounding
ared.

« <annon Air Force Base is a topotch facility with plenty of space for
expansion andis an approved bse for super sonic flight. The abundance
of air space and lack of encroaament issues provide safe and realistic
training scenarios for pilots.

* The relatiorship between Canrxn Air Force Base and the surrounding
cities, Cloris, Portales, and maw West Texas cities, is unike any other
installatien in the country.

In summary, e Clovis and surroundirg communities have reached out and
supported the base like no other comnunity financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently over the past 50 years. | know that you are faced with a
difficult assignment, but please considzr the points listed above and remove
Cannon Air Force Base from the potertial closing list under consideration.

Respectfully, e TN ) e
9 fo 7C£j%aﬁwﬁ?¢u£?o' ~AUﬂib- |
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi :
BRAC Commission |
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 07072000

Arlington, Virginia 22202
Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list
Dear Chairman Principi,

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed.

1 want 1o help make the Commissios: fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training at
supersonic speed, many new and existing fasilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a low-

cost environment thet promotes cost-efficicat training. Cannon is a real asset ts the country’s
armed forces.

Whether or not Cannon’s military value has been recognized yet in Vashington, out here
we really appreciate the base. The lecal comminity has been uniquely suportive, donating time
and land to promote the base’s needs. We have also welcomed the persornel. The many

veterans in the area make it clear that they fexl at kame here. We considr Canron and its retirees
a part of our family.

The closure of Cannon will also have a i:vastating impact on rur economy. It has been

estimated that the area will lose at leist 20 percat of its workforce, ¢ percentage out of line with
the efiect of base closings in other corymunities. «>annon is critical for us.

I invite you to come personally to the Cannin hearing in Chwvis. I ask you piease tc

reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and t» my communit. Please, let us KEEP
CANNON!

Sincerely,

San WAL

PS. On a personal note, JJ'\,Q ()ﬂ@‘()-o C/‘f‘.)mn?umd’q Wowdd e
dowaotdted by the Cisawne 7 Voo, Qs Jotee Pane
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BRAC Commission

The Honorable Samuel Cox Skinner /712005
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list
Dear Commissioner Skinner,

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed.

I want to help make the Commission fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training at
supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a low-
cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a real asset to the country’s
armed forces.

Whether or not Cannon’s military value has been recognized yet in Washington, out here
we really appreciate the base. The local community has been uniquely supportive, donating time
and land to promote the base’s needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. The many
veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. We consider Cannon and its retirees
a part of our family.

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with

the effect of base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us.

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I ask you please to
reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP
CANNON!

Sincerely,

/Q/ﬂ@/ @/@&M
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The Honorable Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 7/1712005
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list

Dear Commissioner Gehman,

I am very concerned about the Department of Defensé’s recommendation that Cannon
Air Force Base should be closed.

1 want to help make the Commission fulily aware of the unique attributes that Cannon
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training at
supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a low-
cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a real asset to the country’s
armed forces.

Whether or not Cannon’s military value has been recognized yet in Washington, out here
we really appreciate the base. The local community has been uniquely supportive, donating time
and land to promote the base’s needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. The many
veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. We consider Cannon and its retirees
a part of our family.

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with
the effect of base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us.

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I ask you please to
reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP
CANNON!

Sincerely,

o WAL
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BRAC Commlsmn

979 Gayle Street '5“7/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Adm. Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Adm. Gerhman,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,

forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

Sincerely,

72y

erry T/Wallace



979 Gayle Street
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Philip Coyle

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Coyle,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,

forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

T loee

ferry ToWallace

Sincerely,




979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Bilbray,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. | was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator | have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

Sincerely,

ppegliblls



979 Gayle Street
Clovis, NM 88101 ,
June 15, 2005 07072005

Chairman Principi
BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi.

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

Sincgrely,

ToA L

. Wallace




Jerry W Goebel June 3, 2005
3211 Century

Amarillo, Texas 79101

806-457-8223

Dear Sirs, -

I understand how painful it is for any community to loose a military
installation and how difficult those decisions are to make. Related to the
closure of Cannon AFB, Clovis New Mexico, there may have been one
issue, beside Cannons many obvious advantages that have been over looked,
protection of the Pantex plant in Amarillo.

President Johnson deemed it politically advantageous to close the Amarillo
base in the 60's. The BRAC committee closed the Reese AFB in the 90's.
Now Cannon is on the list. All of the bases were and are near the final
assembly/disassembly for all of the nuclear weapons for the United States.
With 911 it would seem the potential for aerial attack is more likely that
ever. An F16 from Cannon is only a few minutes away from the Pantex plant
and could serve as needed defense for this facility.

I live in Amarillo. All of my family is here. I am keenly aware of the threat
potential of our valued Pantex neighbor. The community supports the plant,
but we all want it to be as protected and safe as possible.

Please do not remove this line of defense from our community.

Also please consider that, beside the fact that the closure of Cannon will
cause more economic hardship to Clovis than any other town on the BRAC
list, it will also do significant economic damage to the surrounding
communities who have already suffered from previous base closures.




71772005

979 Gayle Street
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Samuel Knox Skinner
BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Skinner,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

Sincerely,



BRAC

Andrea J. Jacoby ’“7/7/2005
2220 Carolina St.
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

GENERAL JAMES T. HILL (USA, RET)
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

GENERAL HILL, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’m sure that you are very busy, so I’ll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the State
of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

g. Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous Air
Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

i.  Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

j- Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAYVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor — some stated
that it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to
happen this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.



BRAC Commission

The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics Wﬁl h why
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the foll(%zzgé)gg;iﬁcant
issues:

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,
it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



Andrea J. Jacoby
2220 Carolina St.

7/7/12005

Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

HONORABLE PHILIP COYLE
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

HONORABLE COYLE, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’m sure that you are very busy, so I'll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a.

Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor ~ some stated
it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to happen
this month, we would have lO()%'premier housing.

In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.



BRAC Comission

The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics whﬁy}w%@ why
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues:

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
 expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-stand support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,

it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



BRAC Commission

Andrea J. Jacoby | 11112005
2220 Carolina St.
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

HONORABLE JAMES H. BILBRAY
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

HONORABLE BILBRAY, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’m sure that you are very busy, so I'll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that [ feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requlrements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

g. Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

1. Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

J.  Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor — some stated
that it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to
happen this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. 1In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.



17712005
The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics which justify why

CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues: ’

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,

it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



Andrea J. Jacoby 71712005
2220 Carolina St.
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

GENERAL LLOYD W. NEWTON (USAF, RET)
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

GENERAL NEWTON, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’'m sure that you are very busy, so I’ll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that [ feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force. )

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US.Navy.

i.  Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

j.  Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor — some stated
that it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to
happen this month, we would have 100% premier housing. -

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.
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The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics wh
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the follcﬂzz&og

issues:

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Mam, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of
CAFB and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable

military, it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission
is greatly expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



BRAC Con\nEIISSIm

Andrea J. Jacoby B
2220 Carolina St. 7/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

BRIGADIER GENERAL SUE E. TURNER (USAF, RET)
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

BRIGADIER GENERAL TURNER, MAM

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I'm sure that you are very busy, so I'll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the followmg factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAPFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

g. Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

i.  Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

j- Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, known as Chavez Manor — some stated that
it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to happen
this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.



BRAC Commission

The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics whi#a, J9pbEy why
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues:

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
. expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of
CAFB and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable
military, it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission
is greatly expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



BRAC Commission

Andrea J. Jacoby ﬁ
2220 Carolina St. 7/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

HONORABLE ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

HONORABLE PRINCIPI, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’m sure that you are very busy, so I’ll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAPFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

i. In the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of CAFB and GAVE it back
to the AF for the installation of instrument lighting on the alternate runway.

j-  Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor — some stated
that it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to
happen this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.



Andrea J. Jacoby 7/7/2005
2220 Carolina St.
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

HONORABLE SAMUEL K. SKINNER
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

HONORABLE SKINNER, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’'m sure that you are very busy, so I’ll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAPFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list.

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

1. Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

j. Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, known as Chavez Manor — some stated that
it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to happen
this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.
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The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics which justify why
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues: '

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
- future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,
it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby
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* BRAC Commission

Will Cannon Air Force Base supporters convince BRAC commissioners tyg@pé) 5
the base?

Yes. Friday's
arguments
before
commissioners
were
compelling and 75 vote(s) TILITITITTIII 15.43%
convincing.
Cannon's true
military value
is finally being
revealed.

No. Cannon
supporters'
claim that the
Defense
Department
failed to 255 vote(s) IITUITIITT TN T O O OO 52 47%
properly weigh
Cannon
strengths won't
prevent
closure.

Still too early
to tell.
Commissioners
will need
several weeks
and more
regional
hearings before
they can digest
all of the
information
and make a fair
evaluation of
data.

156 vote( S) (T T T LI T R LT L L LLEECTTT) 32.10%

Total number of vote(s): 486

Retwrn to my Homepage

Create a FREE poll!
Alxhost Web Hosting - $4.93/month!
Remove these links Click for more info!
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Letters to the editor, 06/12/2005 - Cannon AFB closing could opeff Hé#PS
doors --The New Mexican Newspaper

June 11, 2005

I’ve been reading with interest about the impending closure of Cannon Air Force Base in
Clovis. In New Mexico, voices are particularly strong. A lobbyist has been hired, a task
force formed and funds allocated to lobby in Washington, D.C., against closure. I suggest
the same task force and lobbyist also be in charge of a feasibility study on to how to use
the base and its excellent infrastructure. This task force should think of ways of retooling
this base into productive civilian use.

When the Philippines did not renew the lease on Subic Naval Base in 1991, people
predicted dire consequences to the already-impoverished economy, from loss of millions
of dollars in lease to loss of civilian jobs inside and outside the base. This base, the
largest outside the United States, is now the site of a free-trade zone, amusement parks,
fast food, restaurants, offices, hotels, etc. — not to mention the fine beaches converted
into picnic areas. It’s thriving.

Maria S. Spurrell
Cerrillos

BRAC Comission

(2



BRAC Commissio

The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics wh 17 B why
CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues:

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,
it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby



BRAC Commission

979 Gayle Street :’vv‘:.7:/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Newton,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,

forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

il

rry T¥Wallace

Sincerely,



BRAC Commission

979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005

Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Gen. James T. Hill
BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Hill,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community. :

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

Sincerely,

lace



BRAC Commissi
o

979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005

Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Philip Coyle

BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Coyle,

As a resident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

I join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in the gyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in Special Olympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This I know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are brought to my shop
where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely, w

Doris Wallace



BRAC Commission

jued

979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005
Clovis, NM 88101 -
June 15, 2005

Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Brig. Gen. Turner,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list. ‘ ' ’

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.




BRAC comm

979 Gayle Street 71712005
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen,

I have been a resident of Clovis, NM since my birth 73 years ago. I was farm raised and
have watched our city grow, change and mature from a sleepy cattle town to a vibrant,
forward-looking community.

In my 38 years as a teacher and school administrator I have always been concerned with
the growth and contribution of our city for our children and their future. Clovis was never
a “boom” town. It has gradually increased in population and industry. Cannon Air Force
Base has been a strong partner in our growth and the lives of the people of the town. As
I’m sure many others have informed you, we want Cannon to remain. It seems some of
the early information the BRAC Commission has been given was faulty; we are very
pleased so many of the Commission are coming to Clovis to see for themselves. Our
climate, air space and potential to fill a vital part in America’s military survival and
success has caused many of us to appeal to the logic of taking Cannon Air Force Base off
the doomed list.

We are praying the BRAC Commission will reconsider the many positive aspects of
Keeping Cannon for a strong and worthy future.

v/

Jerry T. Wallace

Sincerely,




BRAC Commission
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979 Gayle Street
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen,

As a resident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

I join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in the gyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in Special Olympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This I know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are bronght to my shop

where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely,
. J >

Doris Wallace



BRAC Commission
Receivell
979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005

Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton
BRAC Commission

2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Newton,

As a resident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

I join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in the gyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in Special Olympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This 1 know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are brought to my shop
where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely,

Doris Wallace -



979 Gayle Street 7/7/2005

Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Samuel Knox Skinner
BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Skinner,

As a resident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

1 join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in the gyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in-Special Otympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This I know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are brought to my shop
where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on.our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely,

Doris Wallace




979 Gayle Street 71712005
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Bilbray,

As aresident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learmn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

I join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in the gyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in Special Olympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This I know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are brought to my shop
where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely,

Doris Wallace




BRAC Commission
Received

71772005

July 5, 2005

General Lioyd W. Newton

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington. Virginia 22202

Dear BRAC Commissioner Newton:

1 was pleased to see you and the other 5 BRAC Commissioners here 1n Clovis on 24
June 2005. [ was also glad that vou visited our great city of Clovis, NM. Our small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission here 1n Clovis. 1
hove vour Commission felt welcome while thev were here.

1 am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to tinish raising my tamily here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs and values. We love
the mulitary and we love our base. | feel that the disbeliet and shock came to our
communitv once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list. and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines. and then found out our base was listed for closure. I feel that the
Pentagon’s decision 1s tlawed because we are a small base and 1t seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens. the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtuaily the same as {.uke AFB 1n Phoenix. Luke 1s literaliy
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are tlawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West I'exas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Commissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of

Defense ever did.

1 strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,

lrny WO- LULM,

ames W. Walker



July S, 2005 71712005

General James T. Hill

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear BRAC Commissioner Hill:

I was pleased to see you and the other 5 BRAC Commissioners here in Clovis on 24
June 2005. 1 was also glad that you visited our great city of Clovis, NM. Our small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission here in Clovis. |
hope your Commission felt welcome while they were here.

_ I am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to finish raising my family here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs and values. We love
the military and we love our base. I feel that the disbelief and shock came to our
community once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list, and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines, and then found out our base was listed for closure. [ feel that the
Pentagon’s decision is flawed because we are a small base and it seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens, the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtually the same as Luke AFB in Phoenix. Luke is literally
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are flawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West Texas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Commissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of

Defense ever did.

I strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,

o WA
ames W. Walker



BRAC Commission
receivel

Andrea J. Jacoby ::5:7'}(/{'7/2005

2220 Carolina St.
Clovis, NM 88101

28 MAY 2005

- ADMIRAL HAROLD W. GEHMAN, JR., (USN, RET)
2521 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600
ARLINGTON VA 22202

ADMIRAL GEHMAN, SIR

With the entire BRAC-related events currently at hand, I’m sure that you are very busy, so I'll get
right to my point. I ask that you take the time to reconsider factors that I feel are supportive to justify
Cannon AFB’s (CAFB) removal from the BRAC list.

I have no idea if you’ve been to Clovis NM and/or Cannon AFB before, so the following factors,
which are a very few of the many, are for you serious consideration:

a. Without a doubt, Clovis has an unmatched, positive supporting community relationship with
the base for over 50-years. Many military members say that our town-base relationship is the
best in the Air Force.

b. Leaders within our community spearheaded the effort to expand and convert the airspace to
SUPERSONIC flying through the NM Training Range Initiative. This factor makes equipping
CAFB in the future with either the new F/A-22 or F-35 aircraft extremely attractive
immediately which allows the AF to better train for real-life situations.

c. The lowest level of encroachment on the base’s land and airspace of any base in the Air Force,
unlike some other installations currently not on the BRAC list. '

d. Superb year round flying weather. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the
State of NM, purchased air easements around CAFB and GAVE them to the AF.

e. Noteworthy amounts in immaculate condition of both aircraft ramp parking space and
maintenance facilities. We can easily accommodate surge force requirements in
training/emergency situations.

f. Extremely low operating costs for utilities such as electricity/water/sewage.

Melrose bombing range is located immediately west of the base and is utilized by numerous
Air Force installations from all over the Continental United States for bombing exercises to
maintain mission readiness for wartime contingencies.

h. CAFB has the space/facilities to accommodate joint war-fight, training and readiness as was
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US Navy.

i.  Within the last few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to the AF for the installation of instrument light on the alternate runway.

j.  Within the last few years, again, the Clovis community purchased land north of CAFB and
GAVE it back to the AF for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor ~ some stated
that it’s the best military housing they’ve lived in. And with our privatization which was to

happen this month, we would have 100% premier housing.

k. In addition, Clovis, Portales, Easter New Mexico, Roswell, Tucumcari, West Texas (including
Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to in excess of 21,000 military retirees and their families.
These people rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping and countless other amenities.
There is not another installation close by to serve our retired military.
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The above are just a very few of many remarkable military-related dynamics which justify why

CAFB should be removed from the BRAC list. In addition, please consider the following significant
issues: ~

With a community population of only 37,000 and it being located in a seriously remote portion of
the state, Clovis and its surrounding communities are incalculably dependent upon CAFB for not only
future growth, but indeed for their sheer survival. While the “official” estimate is that Clovis could
expect a 20% decline in its population and jobs, many experts believe 40%-90% as more realistic! The
massive decline in the tax base would negatively impact every facet of the quality of life which is
recognized here. As a critical example, school funding would be severely diminished and our
children’s futures would be negatively impacted. Communities out to a distance of 200 miles would
be forever detrimentally impacted.

Sir, Clovis and the surrounding area are exceedingly proud of their long-standing support of CAFB
and our military. In this day and age of global terrorism and the need for a rapidly deployable military,

it is imperative that CAFB be not only kept open with its current mission, but that its mission is greatly
expanded in the future.

Thank you in advance for your time and reconsideration of removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list, it is most legitimately warranted and justified.

Sincerely,

Andrea J. Jacoby
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July 5, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear BRAC Commissioner Hansen:

I was pleased to see you and the other 5 BRAC Commissioners here in Clovis on 24
June 2005. 1 was also glad that you visited our great city of Clovis, NM. Our small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission here in Clovis. 1
hope your Commission felt welcome while they were here.

I am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to finish raising my family here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs and values. We love
the military and we love our base. [ feel that the disbelief and shock came to our
community once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list, and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines, and then found out our base was listed for closure. I feel that the
Pentagon’s decision is flawed because we are a small base and it seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens, the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtually the same as Luke AFB in Phoenix. Luke is literally
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are flawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West Texas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Commissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of

Defense ever did.

I strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,

iy (.
ames W. Walker



979 Gayle Street
Clovis, NM 88101
June 15, 2005

Gen. James T. Hill
BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Hill,

As aresident of Clovis, NM I am very pleased to learn so many of the BRAC
Commission have decided to come to Clovis to hear our concerns about the possible
removal of Cannon Air Force Base. You have read many, many letters and listened to
powerful rhetoric why this shouldn’t happen.

I join the others in a plea to allow Cannon AFB to remain-for many of'the reasons you
have already heard. A city such as Clovis is made up of many leaders-some quite
powerful and wise, to others much less vocal and actually some that show less concern.
For Clovis to flourish and grow as the wonderful city it is, the various leaders need to
guide, decide, overlap and show compassion for those not in control of their own lives.

ENMRSH is state organization that supports the mentally and physically handicapped of
our region. Many of the ENMRSH employees are spouses or retired military personnel
who have chosen to live here because Cannon AFB is here. Cannon AFB has been an
outstanding example to our local businesses as they employ many of the consumers of
ENMRSH. One of the goals of ENMRSH is to bring the consumers into the public to
participate and be seen as regular part of our community. They eat in our restaurants,
work out in thergyms, have their hair and nails done; they shop, go to church and engage
in sports, they take part in Special Olympics and are given a chance to be creative and
achieve joy and pride in their accomplishments. This I know as I have a small ceramic
shop in Clovis. During the course of a month up to 25 consumers are brought to my shop
where we work, create and laugh together.

Some have said that removing Cannon Air Force Base would have little impact on our
city; that life will go on, that the hole left by Cannon AFB disappearing will eventually
be filled. That may be, but life will drastically change here, and many will not
understand.

Sincerely,

A Aot —

Doris Wallace
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BRAC Commission
2521 S.Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Atten: Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Like many citizens, and even former citizens of Clovis, | feel that the BRAC Commission has perhaps
overlooked several factors in making the decision to close Cannon Air Force Base.

The first airfield at the site of the present CAFB was established by Charles Lindbergh in 1929 for com-
mercial trimotor planes crossing the American continent. In all probability, one of the things he con-
sidered in making his choice was the climate. There are very few days or nights when our weather is
such that Cannon crews are unable to take to the air.

In 1943, when the decision was made to build the Clovis Army Air Base, the climate was a factor along
with the level terrain for hundreds of miles in every direction, two considerations essential for the best
results in training crews for what were then considered big planes. That should still be important for
the planes of today. The supersonic airspace Cannon has should be considered.

Melrose Bombing Range is approximately 40 miles from Cannon. The short time it takes to get there
must save a tremendous amount of fuel and thus cost.

Encroachment is not a factor at Cannon. There are two runways, one of which has been recently

redone. In addition, there are many auxilary strips for coasting to and from takeoffs and landings. (What
a nightmare Kirkland must have with the Sunport International Airport next door and mountains on two
sides, to say nothing of being surrounded by what in any state would be considered a pretty good sized
city. Yet Kirkland is being enlarged.)

The Government has spent millions to make the base one of the most modern in nation. It is a city
within itself, with it's own water works, sewage system, power and light lines, gas stations, banks,

fire department, restaurants, and housing. And yet, the people stationed at Cannon have become a
part of Clovis, too. We have welcomed them into our hearts and homes, schools, clubs, churches and
community activities. Our children and theirs benefit from learning about other cultures and even
countries and so do we adults. Friendships are formed that last after they have retired or been reas-
signed to another base. Many come back to Clovis to retire. After 50 years, my family is still in touch
with airmen stationed here in the early 50's.

| ask that BRAC take another look at what Cannon Air Force Base has to offer the Nation's defense.

Sincerely,

//: ;{{714/% /ﬁ;’? /'/«/ ;,‘ Jf/,/‘/:/,z P an
Charlotte Kelley Camerer 7
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May 25, 2005

Mr. James H. Billbray
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon AFB, Clovis, NM

Cannon AFB being on the closure list is understandable, if only basic data is considered.
If ‘in depth’ information is secured and studied, a different decision should be reached.

First and foremost, safety should be considered. Good weather and limited air traffic is
definitely a plus in Clovis, NM. Additionally, there have been several occasions in the
past when distressed civilian planes have used this facility, instead of other poorly
equipped airports. Without this facility here, there would be none within over 100 miles
with adequate fire fighting and rescue resources.

Second, the community welcomes the base and military people. That is not the case in
many other cities. Military people here become part of the community, and frequently
decide to stay after retirement.

Third, the cost of closing this facility will probably be greater than the savings. Moving
some 4000 military people to areas that have higher living costs will require higher
housing allowances, that will be ongoing. Expanding military facilities to accommodate
them in areas of higher costs would undermine the cost savings.

It would make more sense to expand this base to be a multi-purpose facility to train all
branches of service here. This terrain and geographic location makes much more sense
than heavier populated areas.

Sincerely,




06102009

May 26, 2005

BRAC Commission ., N et
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 »
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Honorable Anthony J. Principi-Chairman,

I am writing to you because I am a concerned member of the Clovis, New Mexico
community and active in the campaign “Keep Cannon Operation”. I was born and raised
in Melrose New Mexico, which is approximately 30 miles from the Cannon Air Force
Base. This base has provided much needed financial resources to the Clovis area and
continuous to aid in the growth of the town and other surrounding areas.

I am asking that you support the City of Clovis, the community and me in removing
Cannon AFB from the closure list. The closing of this Base would be a tragedy to the
community. Such a lose would most likely force me and my family to relocate due to a
job lose. I enjoy watching my community grow and have planned to remain a permanent
member of this city for many more years.

I understand that New Mexico offers Cannon AFB such benefits as unlimited flying
space and plenty of land to allow for one of the largest bombing ranges in the US
Military.

Thank you for your careful consideration in this matter.

Sincergly,

A

John Mares
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May 26, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Honorable Anthony J. Principi-Chairman,

I am writing this letter to you regarding the potential closer of the Cannon Air Force Base
in Clovis, New Mexico. The Air Force Base population contributes and is responsible for
well over 21% of the revenue generated in the Clovis, New Mexico area. Removing this
Base from our area will create great economical distress. Unfortunately, the Base closure
near Roswell New Mexico in the 1950’s caused financial hardship, lose of jobs and has
taken decades to rebuild the community. Please help us spare this community and region
from experiencing this type of devastation again.

I am a new resident to this community. After researching several communities nation
wide, I chose to move to Clovis, New Mexico. One primary reason is that Cannon AFB
had provided the economical stability I was interested in to insure that my new
community would be viable and have a strong sense of future growth. I built a new
home, joined the Regional Hospital as a professional Staff Member and decided to call
Clovis / Portals area my new permanent home.

I am asking that you support our efforts in removing Cannon AFB from the closure list
and support the campaign called “Keep Cannon Operation”. | am certain that my own
personal plans for the future and the potential prosperity of this region will be adversely
effected by the closing of the Cannon AFB and removal of the military families.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Stéphanie M. Hanwell, BS RRT
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 | T
Arlington, VA 22202 <

Dear Brigadier General Sue E. Turner,

I am writing to you because I am a concerned member of the Clovis, New Mexico
community and active in the campaign “Keep Cannon Operation”. I was born and raised
in Melrose New Mexico, which is approximately 30 miles from the Cannon Air Force
Base. This base has provided much needed financial resources to the Clovis area and
continuous to aid in the growth of the town and other surrounding areas.

I am asking that you support the City of Clovis, the community and me in removing
Cannon AFB from the closure list. The closing of this Base would be a tragedy to the
community. Such a lose would most likely force me and my family to relocate due to a
job lose. I enjoy watching my community grow and have planned to remain a permanent
member of this city for many more years.

I understand that New Mexico offers Cannon AFB such benefits as unlimited flying
space and plenty of land to allow for one of the largest bombing ranges in the US
Military.

Thank you for your careful consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

/%0

John Mares
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May 26, 2005 S PN

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Samuel K. Skinner,

I am writing to you because I am a concerned member of the Clovis, New Mexico
community and active in the campaign “Keep Cannon Operation”. 1 was born and raised
in Melrose New Mexico, which is approximately 30 miles from the Cannon Air Force
Base. This base has provided much needed financial resources to the Clovis area and
continuous to aid in the growth of the town and other surrounding areas.

I am asking that you support the City of Clovis, the community and me in removing
Cannon AFB from the closure list. The closing of this Base would be a tragedy to the
community. Such a lose would most likely force me and my family to relocate due to a
job lose. I enjoy watching my community grow and have planned to remain a permanent
member of this city for many more years.

I understand that New Mexico offers Cannon AFB such benefits as unlimited flying
space and plenty of land to allow for one of the largest bombing ranges in the US
Military.

Thank you for your careful consideration in this matter.

Slncerely,

7

John Mares
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Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi-Chairman
BRAC Commission

2521 Souih Clark Street, Suite 660
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Honorable Principi:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

" As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Mvz&v

Andrea L. Bell
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Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear General Newton:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

O-dae Z Boes

Andrea L. Bell



Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 660
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base

Dear The Honorable Skinner:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the

list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon

would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-

life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the

resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise

a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Odoe - B2t ¥

Andrea L. Bell
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Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Brigadier General Turner:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Ody_ 2 Bos/

Andrea L. Bell



Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base

Dear The Honorable Hansen:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the

list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-

life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the

resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise

a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

O dee £ Lot/

Andrea L. Bell
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Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear The Honorable Bilbray:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Ode. £ Loy

Andrea L. Bell
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Andrea L. Bell 06102005

2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr.
BRAC Commission

2521 8. Clark St., Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear Admiral Gehman, Jr.:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
fraining missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster. '

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Oicen /Loty

Andrea L. Bell



Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

The Honorable Philip Coyle
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear The Honorable Coyle:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Oddes < Ho2/

Andrea L. Bell



Andrea L. Bell
2025 N. Hull St.
Clovis, NM 88102
(505) 760-7065

June 2, 2005

General James T. Hill
BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Cannon Air Force Base
Dear General Hill:

This letter is in reference to your recent decision to include Cannon Air Force Base, NM on the
list for closure and realignment.

It is my recommendation and plea for CAFB to be taken off the list!

I have lived in the Clovis/Portales, NM community my entire life. This community is a strong
community and takes a lot of pride in the armed forces and especially this base. Closing Cannon
would have a HUGE impact on the community, both economically and spiritually. The weather in
Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability and once the NM Training Range
Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during
training missions. This is a very important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-
life situations.

As an employee at the local hospital and as a member of a rural community, we rely on Cannon
immensely for disaster preparedness support. Our community does not have the manpower or the
resources to handle an extreme disaster.

The Cannon Air Force Base community also has many, many retired military families living here.
Closing Cannon could cause these families to relocate. Clovis is an excellent community to raise
a family. It would be a true tragedy to see this base close.

Please reconsider taking Cannon Air Force Base off of the closure list.

Thank you,

Odey 2 Hoos

Andrea L. Bell



5/28/05

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner

BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Sir:

We are very concerned about the proposed closing of Cannon Air Force Base.
Two communities, Portales and Clovis New Mexico will be severely impacted.

We raise the question of Cannon Air Force Base fitting the criteria for closure.

We have no information regarding the criteria used to make the decision to close the base but
hear a lot of concern that Cannon does not fit the criteria.

We are taxpayers and believe our taxes go toward supporting the military. We are also ‘of , by
and for the people’ and would like a copy of the criteria used to make the decision to close the

base. This way we can be better informed on this issue.

In closing, we respectfully ask that vou consider all the impact closing the base will have and
revisit and rethink the original decision.

We ask that Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis New Mexico, be taken off the base closure list.

Sincerely,
Ray and Wendy Toombs

Abrazos Adventure
the horse connection
PO Box 603
Portales, NM 88130

06072009
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Curtis Page 6/14/2005
PO Box 849
Clovis, NM 88101

General Lloyd W. Newton,

I am very concerned about the BRAC Commission’s decision to close Cannon Air Force
Base.

I do not believe the Commission is fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon offers
to our national defense. These include an abundance of air space and no encroachment
issues, a bombing range that is only seconds away, the airspace to fly at supersonic
speeds, and ideal year-round flying weather, among many others.

In addition to the military values to the nation, Cannon has been supported over the last
50 years by the local communities like no other in the country. We consider Cannon a
part of our family.

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, plus the ripples effect
that we will have on our public and higher education systems.

Please reconsider all the facts before making your final decision.

Respectfully Yours,

A//‘?%?
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ENMRSH, INC.

Robert B. Spencer, President & Chief Executive Officer

June 2, 2005

BRAC Commissioners

Anthony J. Principi

James H. Bilbray

Philop Coyle

Ret. Admiral Harold W. Gehman

James. V. Hansen

Ret. Army General James T. Hill

Ret. Air Force Gen. Lloyd W. Newton
Samuel Knox Skinner

Ret. Air Force Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner

Dear BRAC Commissioners,

I am President & C.E.O. of ENMRSH, Inc., a Clovis Based Community Rehabilitation
Program which provides a wide range of services to people with disabilities. The closing
of CAFB will devastate employment opportunities in the Clovis, New Mexico area for
persons with disabilities. The loss is so staggering, that we will never be able to recover.

ENMRSH employs over 100 individuals at Cannon Air Force Base. Approximately 75 of
those individuals are individuals with severe disabilities. Our company contracts with
CAFB through the Javits-Wagner O’Day (JWOD) program to provide services under the
three following service contracts: Shelf Stocking, Warehousing, and Janitorial Services at
the Base Commissary; Food Services at the Pecos Trail Dining Facility; and Switchboard
Services at the main base communication center.

[ am enclosing for your review, personal letters from those individuals employed at CAFB
with severe disabilities. Their future is in the hands of the BRAC Commission.

I appreciate you providing us the opportunity for our comments.

Respectfully,

Robert B. Spencer

President & C.E.O.
Corporative Office:
2700 East 7th Street
Enclosures PO Box 1989

Clovis, NM 88101

Phone: 505-762-3718

Fax: 505-763-4158

Email: enmrsh@plateautel.net




| Dear Commissioher Skinner: | | k RE CE i VE D

I am writing you to request that you vote to remove Cannon AFB, New Mexico from the 2005
BRAC closure list. Irealize that voting to overrule the Department of Defense and remove
Cannon AFB from the closure list requires a comprehensive re-assessment of DoD’s evaluation
of Cannon against certain criteria by you. I honestly believe that Cannon meets and exceeds the
stated criteria used by DoD and that Cannon’s assets did not receive sufficient consideration
when the base was evaluated and designated for closure. If you have not already decided to
examine Cannon AFB and hear from the citizen’s representatives in Clovis on June 24, I also
request you attend our town’s hearing and see for yourself how wrong it would be to close this
installation.

[ arrived for duty at Cannon AFB on February 26, 1996, and then retired in the local area on
April 1, 2001. T was a CMSgt in the base’s maintenance complex during the last years the F-111
and EF-111 aircraft we in the inventory, and saw the base through the transition to the F-16. The
base and 27" Fighter Wing have been non-stop contributors to the Expeditionary Air Force
concept since its inception.

When evaluating Cannon AFB against current and future mission capability and contribution to
the mission, as well as the cost of operations, you should please consider:

1. The Air Force underutilized Cannon for many years. In 1997, the base had 69 F-16s and
33 EF-111 aircraft—a total of 102 medium- and small-body aircraft—conducting combat
support and training missions by supporting 33 deployments and 14,292 sorties in a
single year.

2. Cannon has two (2) runways available—not one—and a huge parking ramp that make
Cannon an exceptional location to stage for Pacific or Atlantic deployments or homeland
protection. There has been significant, mission-oriented improvement of base facilities
and infrastructure, and more was programmed into DoD’s out-year budgets for Cannon.
Cannon has a new fire station, a new control tower, improved and expanded runways,
new force protection and security measures, new Mission Support Group facility, a new
Security Force complex, construction has begun on a new ground equipment maintenance
complex. Cannon also has a programmed Operations-Maintenance command complex,
designated space for a programmed facility specifically designed to support large force
deployments, a programmed state-of-the-art communications facility, and a programmed
new wing headquarters.

3. There is enough hangar space on Cannon to house every aircraft presently assigned. The
departure of the RSAF F-16 unit opens up even more ramp space for additional USAF
aircraft.

4. Cannon’s south-central location in the continental United States ensures opportunities for
more training time per flying hour than most USAF installations—Iess than 4 weeks out
of every year are lost to inclement weather. The warm, dry climate reduces wear and tear
on aircraft and facilities while ensuring lower annual facility maintenance costs than
bases further north. The dryer climate inhibits rusting and corrosion on aircraft, vehicles,




‘and support eq pment,. e the problems I have personally seen at bases located near a
coast or in the northern tier.

The proximity of nearby railroad and major highway networks, as well as large tracts of
open and unoccupied land, mean Cannon can easily accommodate contingency,
mobilization and/or surges in mixed single-service or joint service forces for overseas
deployment staging or homeland defense.

Cannon has a proven history in aircraft and mission transitions—retiring the F-111 and
EF-111 were exceptional performances, benefited our allies in the Royal Australian Air
Force, and can be done again.

When examining Cannon for the condition of the land, facilities, and associated airspace,
Cannon shines. Add in how well Cannon can accommodate contingency, mobility or surge
operations, and the following factors were obviously given short shrift:

Cannon already enjoys unencroached airspace suitable for training at supersonic speed,
many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a low-cost
environment that promotes cost-efficient training. With the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative, that airspace expands and becomes available for lower altitude training at
supersonic speeds—all within less than 20 miles from the base.

Cannon’s runways do not go over populated areas in any direction, unlike what you find
at many other Air Force installations. I was in Tucson, AZ when an A-7 narrowly missed
crashing into an elementary school downtown in the late 1970s. Increasing flying
operations near large civilian populations increases the likelihood of another incident like
that, with potentially disastrous. Encroachment should be more highly considered than it
appears to have been.

Cannon’s distance from a large population center makes it less of a “target of
opportunity” for terrorists hoping to make political statements by damaging military
assets with large, adjacent civilian population centers. Consolidating our assets near
large civilian populations reminds me of how the US clustered the Pacific Fleet’s
battleships into Pearl Harbor.

The open land surrounding Cannon allows easier protection of military assets through
more effective perimeter surveillance. The smaller population density provides better
opportunity for human intelligence regarding suspicious activities and creates greater
obstacles for potential threats to military assets.

Being a rural area also means significantly less civilian air traffic near the military
operations areas than what you find at installations nearby larger cities.

Cannon and Clovis both have room to expand in size without competing for land,
worrying about flyovers of civilian residential areas, or adversely affecting traffic flow or
the housing market.

In the early 90’s, Curry County and the state of New Mexico purchased air easements
around Cannon AFB and gave them to the Air Force. The local community also
purchased the land north cf Cannon AFB and gave it to the Air Force for additional
housing, now knowr yez Manor. Our community also purchased land west of




Air Force for the installation of instrument lighting

n ~
alternate runway.

‘on the

The economic impact would be devastating. Clovis has been growing in a way that avoids
encroachment of civilian businesses and residential areas or interferes with military operations.

1. The DoD suggests there would be a maximum potential reduction of 4,780 jobs, both
direct and indirect. A recent Economic Impact Study indicated that almost 7,000 jobs,
both direct and indirect, result from Cannon AFB operations.

2. DoD estimates closure of Cannon means Clovis and the surrounding area will initially
lose at least 20 percent of its workforce and a sizable portion of the local economy. This
is unrealistically low, as the loss of a large consumer base with good salaries will
precipitate a “rightsizing” or shutdown of many local businesses. This is the largest
economic “hit” a community will suffer in this BRAC round.

3. Cannon’s and Clovis’s infrastructures and recent histories demonstrate the base’s and
communities’ abilities to absorb more and/or newer aircraft returning from overseas,
from other bases, or from production of next-generation aircraft displacing aircraft in the
existing force-mix or as home to the next-generation aircraft

4. Low cost of living in the surrounding area equates to lower annual housing and
subsistence costs for assigned military forces than large population centers with much
higher costs of living.

5. There is an opportunity for expansion of single-service and joint missions and training
without encroachment on densely populated civilian business or residential areas.

Cannon shouldn’t be considered for closure—Cannon should be considered for expansion!
Clovis is a town that has done a lot to make the military feel welcome and wanted. Our military
people contribute to local charities and service organizations through volunteering time, effort,
skills, and money. They contribute the perspective of world travelers to an otherwise isolated
community. They go to our colleges, worship in our churches, marry our sons and daughters,
patronize our businesses, become our friends and neighbors, and their children attend our
schools. They are an important and vital part of our communities that we want to keep and can
ill-afford to lose. I hope to see all 9 commissioners on the 24" of June to see for yourselves just
how big a mistake it would be to close Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

Respectfully,

S

Raymond Walker, CMSgt (Ret)
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&\ RECEIVED
Allen R. Stata, Ph.D. %o R

321 Diamondhead Dr. 5
Clovis, NM 88101 0 6 2 7 2 0 0
Chairman Anthony J. Principi
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. Ibelieve this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

(O, KAt

Allen R. Stata
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Allen R. Stata, Ph.D.
321 Diamondhead Dr. 06272003

Clovis, NM 88101
James H. Bilbray
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Rep. Bilbray:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well

integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low

here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

AL

Allen R. Stata



Allen R. Stata, Ph.D. RECEIVED
321 Diamondhead Dr. \
Clovis, NM 88101 .
Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner 0 6 2 72 0 0 6]
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Turner:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modemn local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.
Yours

L A HBTD

Allen R. Stata



Allen R. Stata, Ph.D. L
321 Diamondhead Dr. @
Clovis, NM 88101

Gen. Lloyd Newton fG O 1%

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Newton:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well

integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

L, A EH

Allen R. Stata



AllenR. Stata, PhD. £ "
321 Diamondhead Dr. i
Clovis, NM 88101 Nd e
Samuel Knox Skinner
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Secy. Skinner:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. Ibelieve this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
missior/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

L., R K

Allen R. Stata



Allen R. Stata, Ph.D. O Q Q5
321 Diamondhead Dr. 0% 1%
Clovis, NM 88101 \!

Gen. James T. Hill

Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 S. Clark St.

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Gen. Hill:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense

system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

B, S5

Allen R. Stata



Allen R. Stata, Ph.D.
321 Diamondhead Dr. ,
Clovis, NM 88101 06272005

Rep. James V. Hansen

Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 S. Clark St.

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Rep. Hansen:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modem facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modem local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

L, S

Allen R. Stata



L D
Allen R. Stata, Ph.D. ‘ RECENE
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Clovis, NM 88101 '

Philip Coyle 0 62 720 0
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St.

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Philip Coyle:

I am writing to request the removal of Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, NM from the base
closure list. I believe this base serves an important function for the mission of our Air
Force and should remain open. My reasons are as follows:

First C.A.F.B. has excellent access to existing reserved military airspace. Even more
important there is room to expand into adjoining low use and low impact airspace. There
is the availability of airspace for air combat manuveriug and training. This airspace
includes nearby potential for supersonic flight and ranges for live firing of missiles,
ground attack weapons and aerial gunnery. Except for over ocean ranges, there is no
other region of the continental U.S. which combines such low population density and low
ground population impact with such a varied terrain. The landforms near C.A.F.B. offer:
mountains, dessert, high plains, and agricultural areas which are quite similar to parts of
the Middle East and other current global “hotspots.”

Second, C.A.F.B. has a modern facility with a good runway structure, control tower, and
mission/ training support facilities. There is plenty of room for base expansion should
national defense needs require expansion.

Third, the base housing and modern local military family housing complexes provide a
good quality of life for Air Force personnel and their families. These facilities are well
integrated into the local communities. Similarly, our local community infra-structure is
mature and is substantially geared to meeting base needs. Our cost of living is quite low
here and our climate is rather pleasant with mild winters and summers tempered by our
4,000’ altitude and very low humidity. Most of the year is ideal flying weather although
we do have enough cloud development and convective activity to facilitate air and air-to-
ground training missions. As a plus, the local population overwhelmingly supports the
continued presence of the Air Force, C.A.F.B. and its missions.

Thus I submit that CAFB is an important and cost-effective base in our national defense
system which should be continued in operation.

Yours

A

Allen R. Stata



RECEIVED

June 17, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 062 72 00 9
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark St, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Honorable James H. Bilbray:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. I live in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. I have several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

incerely,

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



June 17, 2005 "/@ RECEIVED

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr

BRAC Commission .

2521 South Clark St, Suite 600 0627200 o]
Arlington, VA 22202

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. Ilive in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. I have several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

Sincerely,

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



June 17, 2005 “?@ RECEIVED

The Honorable Phillip Coyle

BRAC Commission :

2521 South Clark St, Suite 600 06272005
Arlington, VA 22202

Honorable Phillip Coyle:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. I live in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. I have several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

Sincerely,
CAA L
N ;
Patricia Fenton

467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



June 17, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark St, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Honorable James V. Hansen:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. [ live in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. Ihave several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes 1 believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

Sincerely,

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



£y RECEIED

June 17, 2005

General James T. Hill

BRAC Commission 0 6 2 T 2 0 0 5
2521 South Clark St, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

General James T. Hill:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. Ilive in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. I have several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

@y’

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130




June 17, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark St, Suite 600
Atlington, VA 22202 06272005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. I live in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. Ihave several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

erely,

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



June 17, 2005 ;J'T? \ RECENED

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission 0 6 2 7 2 0 0 5
2521 South Clark St, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner:

I would like to express my concerns about the recommendation made by the Department of
Defense to close Cannon Air Force Base.

I am asking the Commissioners to reconsider the closure due to the fact that Cannon is crucial to
our national defense, has unique training facilities and is vital to the surrounding communities.

The surrounding communities have been supportive of Cannon by donating land to the base,
working on projects with the service personnel, provided jobs and housing for spouses and
family, etc.

I am afraid if Cannon is closed it will have a devastating impact on our economy. Ilive in
Portales and have rental property that I have rented to service personnel. This will have a huge
impact on the rental property in Portales and Clovis as well as the sale of homes. There are a
large number of retired military living in our communities and surrounding area that use the
services of the base. There is no other base close for them to use. I have several friends that are
retired, living in Texas, and drive approximately 100 miles to make use of Cannon’s pharmacy,
BX and commissary.

If Cannon closes I believe Ranchvale Elementary School will close. About 90% of the children
that attend the school are from Cannon. This school is exceptional because it is literacy
interacted across the curriculum and has been recognized for their work in this area. My niece
teaches at Ranchvale and would be devastated and out of a job if the school closes. She just
purchased a home in Clovis and would probably have to move out of the area to continue
teaching.

I am proud to take part in functions sponsored by the base and community such as the Annual
Air Show and a community sponsored picnic this last year in appreciation for the service
personal home from Iraq. Portales residents are proud to display the F-111, donated by the base,
at the entrance of our town.

I ask you to please reconsider Cannon’s importance to the nation and to my community. Please,
let us KEEP CANNON.

Sincerely,

Patricia Fenton
467A S Roosevelt Rd U Place
Portales, NM 88130



22 June 2005

Admiral (Ret.) Harold Gehman 0 69 " 2 n 0 5

Commissioner

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Admiral Gehman,

1 would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your attention to the
delegation from Indiana during the recent BRAC Hearing in St. Louis. 1 hope that the
testimony helped you realize the importance of Indiana Military installations, in
particular NSWC Crane and CAAA, to our Nation’s Defense and the Global War On
Terrorism. As a concerned taxpayer 1 support the work you are doing to ensure that our
Military operations remain as effective and affordable as possible. I also realize that you
have a very difficult job in deciding which activities to re-align or close as part of the

BRAC process.

[ have been following the BRAC process closely since the proposed closure/re-
alignment list was published and I am growing increasingly concerned that DOD has not
followed sound judgement in making some of it’s recommendations. Data available on
the DOD website (www.defenselink.mil/brac) indicates that it 1s going to cost $150M to
move the 152 people working on the ALQ-99 depot from NSWC Crane to NAS Whidbey
Island. That equals a cost of nearly $1M per person for the move. In addition,
information available at the Federation of American Scientists website (www.fas.org)
seems to indicate that the platform for the ALQ-99, the EA-6B Prowler, will begin to be
retired from service in the year 2010. I find it hard to believe that it 1s in the best interest
of the DOD and the taxpayers to spend $150M to move 152 people doing work on a
system that is about to be removed from service.

I urge you to reconsider the recommendation to re-align the ALQ-99 work from
NSWC Crane by properly taking into the costs involved in this re-alignment and the
relatively short remaining service life of the equipment.

Very Respectfully,

Afprsers T P
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June 30, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
2005 BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark S. Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Bilbray,

I would like to thank you for taking your time to come to the Regional Hearing held here
in Clovis on June 24", 1 did not have the opportunity to sit in on the hearing, however I
was at the rally on the football field and able to hear everything. I also watched the
hearing on a local station last night. It was very informative. All of the commissioners
seemed to be attentively listening to what was said and I for one appreciate that.
Sometimes in this small part of the United States we do not feel as if we have a voice.

Like many other individuals from this area, I too want to see Cannon Air Force Base stay
open. I hope that you heard some things at the hearing that you believe need to be
considered prior to making the final list for President Bush. I also hope that you saw the
support Cannon gets from Clovis, Portales and the surrounding area.

Once again, thank you for visiting our little “gem” that sits amongst the brown grass and
COWS.

Robbyn L. Runquist
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June 30, 2005

The Honorable Philip Coyle
2005 BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark S. Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Coyle,

I would like to thank you for taking your time to come to the Regional Hearing held here
in Clovis on June 24", I did not have the opportunity to sit in on the hearing, however I
was at the rally on the football field and able to hear everything. I also watched the
hearing on a local station last night. It was very informative. All of the commissioners
seemed to be attentively listening to what was said and I for one appreciate that.
Sometimes in this small part of the United States we do not feel as if we have a voice.

Like many other individuals from this area, I too want to see Cannon Air Force Base stay
open. I hope that you heard some things at the hearing that you believe need to be
considered prior to making the final list for President Bush. I also hope that you saw the
support Cannon gets from Clovis, Portales and the surrounding area.

Once again, thank you for visiting our little “gem” that sits amongst the brown grass and

COWS.

Sincergly,

Robbyh L. Runquist
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June 30, 2005

General James T. Hill
2005 BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark S. Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Hill,

I would like to thank you for taking your time to come to the Regional Hearing held here
in Clovis on June 24", 1 did not have the opportunity to sit in on the hearing, however I
was at the rally on the football field and able to hear everything. I also watched the
hearing on a local station last night. It was very informative. All of the commissioners
seemed to be attentively listening to what was said and I for one appreciate that.
Sometimes in this small part of the United States we do not feel as if we have a voice.

Like many other individuals from this area, I too want to see Cannon Air Force Base stay
open. I hope that you heard some things at the hearing that you believe need to be
considered prior to making the final list for President Bush. I also hope that you saw the
support Cannon gets from Clovis, Portales and the surrounding area.

Once again, thank you for visiting our little “gem” that sits amongst the brown grass and
COWS.

YL
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June 30, 2005

General Lloyd W. Newton
2005 BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark S. Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Newton,

I would like to thank you for taking your time to come to the Regional Hearing held here
in Clovis on June 24™. I did not have the opportunity to sit in on the hearing, however I
was at the rally on the football field and able to hear everything. I also watched the
hearing on a local station last night. It was very informative. All of the commissioners
seemed to be attentively listening to what was said and I for one appreciate that.
Sometimes in this small part of the United States we do not feel as if we have a voice.

Like many other individuals from this area, I too want to see Cannon Air Force Base stay
open. I hope that you heard some things at the hearing that you believe need to be
considered prior to making the final list for President Bush. I also hope that you saw the
support Cannon gets from Clovis, Portales and the surrounding area.

Once again, thank you for visiting our little “gem” that sits amongst the brown grass and
COWS.

Sinces

Robbyn L. Runquist
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June 30, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen
2005 BRAC Commission

2521 S. Clark S. Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen,

I would like to thank you for taking your time to come to Clovis and chair the Regional
Hearing held here on June 24™. 1 did not have the opportunity to sit in on the hearing,
however I was at the rally on the football field and able to hear everything. I also
watched the hearing on a local station last night. It was very informative. All of the
commissioners seemed to be attentively listening to what was said and I for one
appreciate that. Sometimes in this small part of the United States we do not feel as if we
have a voice.

Like many other individuals from this area, I too want to see Cannon Air Force Base stay
open. I hope that you heard some things at the hearing that you believe need to be
considered prior to making the final list for President Bush. I also hope that you saw the
support Cannon gets from Clovis, Portales and the surrounding area.

Once again, thank you for visiting our little “gem” that sits amongst the brown grass and
COWS.

obbyn L. Runqu;stk
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General Lloyd W. Newton: |

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. T know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation’s best kept secret
military asset.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. I know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

// of /Y Lieheile
Terry and Michelle Poynor

3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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The Honorable Philip Coyle:

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. T know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's best kept secret
military asset.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. I know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you, ”

Terry and Michelle Poynor
3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101



June 29, 2005
The Honorable Anthony J. Principi:

Thank you for touring Cannon AFB in Clovis, NM last week. I know you
will use your extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming
decision to keep the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With
the corrections in DOD data and realizing the asset of the Melrose
Bombing Range, I believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's
best kept secret military asset.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

@ + /)l edeet
Terry and Michelle Poynor

3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.: '

We so much thank your fellow BRAC Commissioners for visiting Clovis,
NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to evaluate the future of Cannon AFB.
T know all of you will use your extensive knowledge and experience in
your upcoming decision to keep the southwest armed and protecting the
nation. With the corrections in DOD data and realizing the assets of
the Melrose Bombing Range, I believe Cannon AFB will continue to be
our nation's best kept secret military asset. There are many
corrections that your fellow commissioners will share with you.

It was a pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to BRAC. We were
thankful and impressed that your Commissioners attended and provided
valuable feedback. I know along with many impressive statistics that
you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming to
our community. You are welcome to visit our community any time.

Thank you,

Terry and Michelle Poynor
3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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Brigadier General Sue E. Turner:

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. I know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's best kept secret
military asset.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. I know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

@+ YU chetto @fﬁw«/

Terry and Michelle Poynor
3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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The Honorable James H. Bilbray:

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. T know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's best kept secret
military asset.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. I know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

T 1 lekiien /2o
Terry and Michelle Poynor

3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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June 29, 2005
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner:

We so much thank your fellow BRAC Commissioners for visiting Clovis,
NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to evaluate the future of Cannon AFB.
T know all of you will use your extensive knowledge and experience in
your upcoming decision to keep the southwest armed and protecting the
nation. With the corrections in DOD data and realizing the assets of
the Melrose Bombing Range, I believe Cannon AFB will continue to be
our nation's best kept secret military asset. There are many |
corrections that your fellow commissioners will share with you.

It was a pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to BRAC. We were
thankful and impressed that your Commissioners attended and provided
valuable feedback. I know along with many impressive statistics that
you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming to
our community. You are welcome to visit our community any fime.

Thank you,

/{/b e+ YL et

Terry and Michelle Poynor
3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101



June 29, 2005
General James T. Hill:

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. I know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's best kept secret
military asset.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. T know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

4/1/7, At /T L chet fir
Terry and Michelle Poynor

3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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The Honorable James V. Hansen:

Thank you for visiting Clovis, NM June 23 and 24 in an effort to
evaluate the future of Cannon AFB. T know you will use your
extensive knowledge and experience in your upcoming decision to keep
the southwest armed and protecting the nation. With the corrections
in DOD data and realizing the assets of the Melrose Bombing Range, I
believe Cannon AFB will continue to be our nation's best kept secret
military assef.

We can't thank you enough for visiting our community and it was a
pleasure to extend southwest hospitality to you and your fellow
commissioners. We were thankful and impressed that so many of you
attended the BRAC hearings. I know along with many impressive
statistics that you realized how much Cannon AFB is a part of our
hearts and souls.

Again, may God bless your decision and thank you so much for coming
to our community. You are welcome back any time.

Thank you,

/fﬁ;m7»#/7huuu4/
Terry and Michelle Poynor

3904 Eagle Way
Clovis, NM 88101
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June 29 , 2005

The Honorable Anthony J Principi, Chairman 0 7 O X 2 O g 5
BRAC Commission o

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

I was pleased to see 6 BRAC Commissioners here in Clovis on 24 June 2005. [ was
also glad that you visited our great city of Clovis, NM the day before. The small
southwestern town turned out with great joy to see your commission show up in Clovis. |
hope your Commission felt welcome while they were here.

I am a retired veteran living here in Clovis, and want to finish raising my family here
in the Clovis/Portales area. Clovis is small town USA in our beliefs and values. We love
the military and we love our base. I feel that the disbelief and shock came to our
community once we saw the DOD guidelines for the 2005 BRAC list, and then saw our
base on the closure list. We as a community felt some what assured that we did not meet
any of those guidelines, and then found out our base was listed for closure. 1 feel that the
Pentagon’s decision is flawed because we are a small base and it seems convenient to
close Cannon to save money. If this happens, the Pentagon will blatantly ignore the fact
that we (Cannon) indeed met their criteria, and were given a bum rap on the point system
used to evaluate our base. One example that comes to mind is our score in regards to
encroachment. We scored virtually the same as Luke AFB in Phoenix. Luke is literally
100 % encroached upon while we are 0 % encroached. The scores used by the Pentagon
are flawed and are evident to people here in Eastern N.M/West Texas. Your Commission
has a hard job to do and we in Eastern N.M/West Texas understand that. We respectfully
ask you to analyze all of the data, and consider all of our assets here at Cannon AFB and
not just close us because we are an easy base to close. If at the end of your Commissions
investigation you still feel that CAFB does indeed need to be closed, we as a community
will accept that. Your Commission has given us a better chance than the Department of
Defense ever did.

I strongly hope you will vote to overturn the recommendation and remove Cannon
from the BRAC list.

Sincerely,
- MZZ

ames W. Walker
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Clovis a warm and welcoming community with minimal crime? Sure. Look at the National
Sex Offender registry and do a search under Clovis, New Mexico. What is the result you
get back...? "50 registered sex otfenders are located in your immediate area." No other
crime? Funny, correct me if I'm wrong, but isn't there at least one tight per week
(minimum) at our one "huge" bar, Kelly's? Can't speak for City Limits since I have
honestly never gone there- defimtely not my kind of scene. Or how about when I drive
down Prince Street after 7PM and little teenagers try to race me constantly? Funny, they
don't have DoD base decals on their windshields, either. So I somehow doubt they're
military.

Or how about the DAYCARE in the High School? Sure, there was a daycare in my High
School back home. What's the different? Clovis has what, 30,000 people? My home town
had close to 500,000 people, with a graduating class of 3,000. Clovis High School
DEFINATELY doesn't have even near 1,000 for its graduating classes. KIDS around here
between 13 and 16 having multiple kids? That's not a rumor, that's FACT. Anyone wishing
the challenge this just go up to Plains Regional Medical Center and ask anonymously how
many minors, on average, is having children there. You might be surprised.

A few FACTS for people to realize. 1) Cannon AFB has the highest CONUS DUI/DWI
rate for any other military base. 2) Cannon AFB has the highest divorce rate for any
other military base. 3) Cannon AFB has the highest domestic abuse rate for any other
base. 4) Clovis' wonderful sister community, Portales, has the highest AIDS ratio for any
other city/town in New Mexico (Actually, the Southwest, I believe, but since I can't verify
that large of a scale right now, I won't make that statement).

On one post, one woman stated how she leaves her house unlocked because the
community is 5o safe? Is she insane?! Hell, a friend of mine... a Tech Sergeant's
NEIGHBOR, in Chavez West... which is, mind you, considered Base Housing... had his
Quad STOLEN from his house. IN BASE HOUSING. I know MORE then one person
that has had their home broken into.

When the Operation Keep Cannon campaign kicked off, did anyone actually ASK US if
we wanted to stay?

I've noticed a lot of people complaining about child care. While I'm no father yet, I
sympathize since I'm friends with a number of these very people. The CDC on base
charges an absurd amount for childcare, but what alternative do you have? Most families
alternate shifts to watch the children themselves or one parent quits his or her job if they're
not mil-to-mil. If they are, they either take their children off base to the too-often
substandard child care providers, or (as I have seen twice in the recent months) simply
leave their child at home alone.

Great healthcare? That's a crock of shit as well. I'm no newbie to military life- I've been to
three major bases, so I'd say I have a decent grasp of things. I have NEVER seen such
poor healthcare in my life. Not in the military, nor in the civilian sector.

Nothing to do is a gross understatement. Get out and experience the community, and
travel? I HAVE gotten out and experienced the community. I've tried things I never

To the Honorable BRAC Commission:



thought I'd do, and I'm STILL not impressed. Travel? |
) . /1 go out of town on A

g?:;f;fg :Jg; rv;zzkcgintxo. {ustt to keep_s.ane, mind you. VERAGE at
my wife, wh hae o universitl;n; gu Coart it:: g;l:rtla;:y and their ,dependen_ts? Then why is it that
McDonalds in this town? Why is it that her Engllil;f(:?;;'f ?;nér%:é;ng - f;ltherhthen

job ar-ound here, but hell, if she spoke flucnt Spanish shc'dpbc good I:c(n)ugo :‘0 vOId 2 good
speaking English anymore (And NO. T am NOT prejudice since some Iii 7hf :;1::3 c::;
way... My brother-in-law is Hispanic, as are my two nephews). But it dogs get anlno iant
when you go to purchase goods or what-not, and the person you're dealingt\,:vith can)',t ¢
ts);i):ak any English, and gets ANGRY that you aren't speaking Spanish. Annoying? Just a
I came from a fairl){ large city in Florida on the coast, so sue me. But I've also been to
alt_n.ost every State in the US, and I've done my fair share of traveling, even prior to the
military. I have never seen such a run down town per capita in my life. Given the
population of 30,000, you'd figure this town would have long since improved upon things.
They say the Shifty Fifty have provided for us at the expense of their money and time, and
that we should be grateful for such support? To those poople, 1'd like to say perhaps you
should move to a larger city and take some business classes. It's called advertisement.
Sure, they give away big screens and what-not once a year at the Cannon Appreciation
Day deal. That's nice, honestly. But notice one thing. They don't give those things away
and say "Thank you for serving, from Mr/Mrs so-and-so." No, they say "Thank you for
serving, COURTESY OF <Insert business name here>." That's a basic textbook
advertisement and marketing technique. You learn that sort of stuff when you've taken
some business classes.

Some think that the officers above us would be ashamed of such comments towards this
city? Funny, I spoke with a family friend who is three ranks above the current Wing
Commander here, and even he concurred that this base needs to finally close. Its a waste
of the tax payers money, and could certainly be realigned to a better location that would
benefit the Department of Defense as a whole.
Why do so many people hate Cannon? They’re BORED! Congratulations, you have
Kelly’s, an overrated and crowded bar and The Clovis City Limits, a dangerous fight club

more like.
What else is there to do? I grew up on the beach, just like many who grew up in drastically

different locations from Clovis. So what do I have for a choice since I cant surf or
SCUBA dive? Go horseback riding and do rodeo? No thank you, and to those that say
I’m close minded for not giving it a try, I tell you this- go surf, and Il go do your rodeo. 1
don’t too many willing to do that, so why should I?

Why not bring in some diversity into this town? I like to eat out a lot, and I love Italian
food. Yet what choices do I have downtown? Lets see, Barbeque, Mexican, or Pizza. So
many choices. And sorry, but I do not classify Red Lobster as seafood- I like Red Lobster
over the others, but coming from the beach, I CAN taste the difference between fresh and
frozen seafood. _

The smell? The stench of Clovis is perhaps the worst I have ever experienced in my twenty
three years of life. I have NEVER seen so many flies or other insects running out of
control as I have here, and WHAT does the city do about it? Perhaps Im mistaken and



simply not noticing, and perhaps they are making a concerted effort to curve this problem,
but as far as I can tell, NOTHING is being done.

Get over it, people. Not everyone likes the simple, country life. I certainly dont, nor does
my wife. Those like me from REAL cities don’t consider Clovis a _warm, fuzzy place full
of friendly people.  Some might perceive this, sure. But look at it PER CAPITA. Per
Capita, the problems with Clovis are OUT OF CONTROL. Sure, places like Luke AFB
have heavier problems with crime and what-not, but its also in Phoenix, Arizona, which
has a population WELL OVER twenty times that of Clovis, so how can you HONESTLY
SAY that Clovis is ideal compared to places like that? For a city this size, Clovis should
have second to NONE of the problems it does, yet such is not the case.

I also respect the webmasters decision not to sign his/her name. There’s a reason- perhaps
he/she is still active duty. And if that’s the case, here’s a news flash, we are NOT allowed
to make ANY direct comment that could be construed as an _Official Opinion of the
Department of the Air Force. For the civilians that might not understand this and think
this is a bullshit excuse, live with it. That’s the fact, and something we are briefed almost
daily since this BRAC issue came down.

We live in the twenty-first century, and Clovis is seemingly still stuck in the fifties. That
right there should say something is desperately wrong with this place. And as for the
Committee of Fifty, Id like to say that you and your little group would not last ONE DAY
running a real city. If someone tried to run a real city with a population with at least six
numbers in length the way Clovis is run, the cities commerce would fold in on itself.

I don’t think Clovis would collapse, per-say. At least not instantly. But it is time for Clovis
to learn to walk on its own two feet instead of being so absolutely dependent on the
military, as it has for over fifty years now.

Thank you for you time and consideration of the closure of Cannon AFB.

Sincerely,

Concerned Cannon AFB resident
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To the Honorable BRAC Commission:

My husband was sentenced to Cannon nearly tour years ago...Culture shock.. HA!.. More
like culture trauma! Coming here from MS was enough to slap anyone in the face and
truly make you proud of your home. I have read many comments about the men and
women of our military whining about being here...They aren't whining they're expressing
their opinions! Granted I understand that if you're born and raised here it's not that
bad...why? because you don't know the beauty that the rest of this country has to
offer...not to mention, Rain, Trees and Hills for christ's sake! but I guess we trade in that
beauty to come to one of the rudest towns I have ever lived in. I have lived in several
military-based cities...and coming here while remembering how welcoming they
were...was harsh and horrible! I have never seen a city that only supported their military
base as little or as superficially as this town does! Yeah, you want us here when we're
retaliating for our country being targeted by terrorist, hell you're even proud to say we're
here, but any other time you refer to us as "base apes"...If that's not shitty I dont' know
what 1s!!!

No, Most of the people stationed here do not ( DO NOT!! ) want to be here any more
than you want us here! When I found out this is where we were headed to I cried...So, I
guess it's an even display...Y'all don't want us here and we don't want to be here...You
treat us like your personal burden yet if/when this base closes 20% of your jobs will be
LOST and GONE FOREVER! No, I don't think clovis will dry up and die (as many of
their water supplies have)...I think that their economy will take a harsh thrashing...and
they will leap harder into the poverty level...but they won't die!

I say If you support Cannon closing then don't support the people who want it to stay
open! Don't give the townies your business...Granted even what little clovis has to offer
you'll be missing out on some things, but not too much...restrain your spending to the base
only...Cut the outsiders off. I refer to them as outsiders because they are...in the military
you ultimately have to band together...and everyone on base has something in common to

adhere to. You want to support base closure... boycott!
I don't like this base or clovis...the base housing should be condemned and most of the

civilian run housing is so substandard that even in MS it would have been shut down
LONG AGO! I say if they don't care about us...why should we care about them or their
town...I know I'm not the only one who thinks of this hellhole as the Asshole of America...
I say close and do it quickly so those of us who hate it here can move and make a better
life for ourselves...

I am proud of my husband, My Airman! I am proud to call myself his wife and support our
military! I don't want to be ridiculed for being proud! That's just fucked up!

My husband worked hard (as every service member has) to get where he is and I'll be
damned if I let some stuck up town push him down because they didn't have to balls to go
into the military! Because they couldn't muster the nerve to do what all these men and
women have done FOR YOU!

Keep your STDs, keep your teenage girls who get pregnant to trap our service men, keep



your negativity, and return to being that town that has nothing but train tracks if that's
what you want!
Thank you for you time and consideration of the closure of Cannon AFR.

Sincerely,

Concerned Cannon AFB resident
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BRAC Commission o )
2521 South Clark Street -

Suite 600

Arlington Virginia 22202

6/28/05

Dear BRAC Commissioners:

I want to thank you for taking time out of your schedule to actually visit
Clovis New Mexico. We appreciate you extending us the courtesy of
looking us in the eye and hearing our facts on Cannon.

I am a mortgage loan processor. My husband is a contractor. My son is a
contractor and my daughter is a realtor. I guess you could say we have put
all our eggs in one basket. Right now you are holding our basket in your
hands and we are praying that you will make the right decision.

We know that there were many errors in the report you received from the
Department of Defense. It’s not too late to correct their mistakes. Cannon
does not belong on the closure list. It is actually one of the best bases in the
USA and is ready for major expansion.

You have all the facts and we are trusting you to make the right decision and
keep Cannon open.

Thank you,

Melva Duffield
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412 Commerce Way g
Clovis, NM 88101 07052095
(505) 763-4814

July 1, 2005

Anthony J. Principi
BRAC Commission
2521 S Clark ST
Arlington, VA 22202
(703) 699-2952

Ref: Hearing Cannon AFB Closure
Dear Mr. Principi,

I want to personally thank you for visiting Clovis and Cannon Air Force
Base. I also want to tell you how much we appreciate 6 commissioners
attending the hearing. It is my opinion that every commissioner came with
an open mind and not only listened but indeed heard the marked difference
between the assessment of Cannon AFB by the DoD and the true facts
presented by Randy Harris and Chad Lydick at the hearing.

I know the task ahead of you is not an easy one, but I am praying each of
you will receive God’s Divine guidance in the decisions you have to make.
Thank You Again.

Sincerely,
Ny 2 S

Donald K. Reid



1654 US Highway
60/84 West -
Clovis NM 88101 Y. RECE'E)

BRAC Commission

2005 BRAC Commission 07052005
2521 S Clark St. Ste 600 ;
Arlington VA 22202

Dear BRAC Commission,

Thank you for coming to see the town of Clovis and Cannon
AFB. | would like you to do what is best for the people of the
United States. | understand that the community would be
hurt if the base did move but if it will save tax dollars and
make the people in the Air Force and their families happy to
move than to what you must. All | ask is that when you do
close the base help the community. Thank you so much for
all you do.

P White



TO: BRAC Commissioners

DATE: O -2 -0
SUBECT: Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list
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KEY MILITARY FACTS: —————=—=

Abundance in air space with no encroachments
Safer, more realistic training scenarios for all types of planes and missions
Once implemented, supersonic flying through the N.M. Training Range Iinitiative
Great year-round weather for flying conditions

Melrose bombing range is seconds away

New runways on the base

Ample space and ramp space for surge force requirements

Support of training missions for F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, etc.

Award winning base on ACC, Air Force, and NAF levels

A relationship like none other with the communities of Clovis, Portales, and the
surrounding areas

e Large military retiree population within a 150 mile radius

KEY COMMUNITY FACTS:
»  $60 million expansion to Plains Regional Medical Center with new Heart, and Cancer
Wings, 10,000 sq. ft. Rehab Center as well as the addition of 60+ new medical staff
» Expansions to Clovis Community College and Eastern NM University—classes offered on
base
New VA Clinic opened this year
Expansion and new industry is providing job opportunities for spouses and children
Many new housing developments are providing housing needs
New restaurants, building suppliers, and retail businesses adding to the established base
New Civic Center under construction for increased community events
Military discounts offered by local businesses
The best schools and teaching staff in NM
A Christian-based community that is family oriented and caring
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May 24, 2005

6/23/2005

BRAC COMISSION
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, Va 22202

Re: CANNON AIR FORCE BASE ON CLOSURE LIST

HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS:

Quir City pud Campynity, os well as Portales, Roosevelt County, Cities of Amarillo and
Lubbock, Texas were all shocked to hear CANNON is on the closure list.

It is most difficult to understand wity, as CANNON las met, in fact exceeded the requirements
of the Pentagon Officials who developed the closure list. Millions af dollars have heen spent

recently on expanding the fire station, hospital, rianvay and the overpass.

It will be very devastating and far reaching for us, even closing one of our schools that
mostly children of CANNON attends.

All consideration possible should be given to removing CANNON from the list. We are all lluman
and can make a mistake, and I certainly feel a human error was made when CANNON was
placed on the list.

I'm looking forward to attending your meeting in Clovis next month.

Sincerely;

r

President Geerge W, Bush //& ﬂa/ﬂ e 6)4%47 / / /d/er%/ &%
The White House )
oncd et ol

Gov. Bill Ricleardbsou N
Santa Fe, NM A ///0//6 # ;7 a% &ﬂﬂd’/] ,
/
. Sors ale  # Y
Senator Pete V, Domenici /'gﬂ cr
238 Hart Senate Office Bldg. . 7,
/<
Senator Jeff Binagman / ] romen :é?/ %// < W/ eA /
703 Hart Senate Office Bldg. / lase

///1 7L /et .
Rep. Tom Udall 4 Y/ )/d W rccommeas
1414 Longworth House Office Bldg. M



June 13, 2005

Honorable Philip Coyle 0 6 2 1% 0 0 5

The BRAC Commission A
Arlington, VA 22202 I Ve f

Dear Honorable Philip Coyle,

Ever since I can remember, I have seen and felt very safe as the planes of Cannon Air Force Base
have guarded the skies above my hometown of Clovis, New Mexico. Growing up here, we all
know that it would not take much for terrorists or other insurgents to run the border. Our land is
so vast and wide-open that it is impossible to protect it 24 hours a day. We have seen this
through drug runners and the “Coyotes” who smuggle individuals across the border. This is why
I am dismayed that the government has decided to close Cannon Air Force Base.

Cannon offers much potential to our country that, in my opinion, has been overlooked by the
Department of Defense. Right now the base offers: 1) unencroached air space suitable for
training jets at supersonic speeds; 2) several new and existing facilities useful for joint training
exercises; 3) a low-cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training; 4) a community that
understands and welcomes air force men, women and their families; and 5) Cannon offers
retirees and their families the comfort and security of needed services. If Cannon were to grow I
think it could in turn be one of our benchmark air installations of the future.

As a community, we are all behind the men and women who form the core of the base. We want
them all to feel a part of our community. We take the extra step to make them feel safe and
welcome. Many of them decide to stay and retire here or just raise their families. They become
a part of us whether it is for a short time or the rest of their lives.

If Cannon closes, it would be a hard hit to our community. I think about my neighborhood and 1
count five families in my block alone that would have to move. These are just active duty
personnel; I have not counted the retirees or civil service workers. The impact to our community
would be felt everywhere. Cannon Air Force Base is critical to us.

I respectfully urge all of you on the BRAC Commission to realize and look into the possibilities
of what Cannon Air Force Base could be. Remember all the dreamers from the Wright brothers
to all the others who have dared to take that leap into America’s future. Cannon is vital to us
now please reconsider and KEEP CANNON OPEN!

Sincerely,

¥
Christy Mendoza
Cultural Arts Director

Clovis Community College
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General Lloyd Newton Q f L
BRAC Commission

2521 S Clark St.

Arlington VA 22202

Dear General Newton,

It is with a heavy heart and great disbelief that I write this letter. I am the proud adult son of a veteran of
three wars that spent 30 years serving in the United States Air Force, eventually retiring as a Chief Master
Sergeant.

We were transferred to Cannon AFB in 1969, when I was 8 years old. Needless to say, my parents were
thrilled to be stationed in a conservative community with high moral values. At the end of our military
career Clovis became was our family’s retirement choice, even though it was not our last station.

As I have grown up, moved away to college, and returned to work in higher education at Clovis
Community College, I have been proud of my military heritage and Clovis upbringing - and proud of the
way this community has supported the United States Military. Endless time and effort has been put forth
by the community and the Air Force in support of maintaining and broadening Cannon's military value.
Over time, expansion has been the key - expanding the bombing range, new housing, upgraded hangars,
additional runways, expanding airspace, etc - community support has always been there.

In and around Cannon AFB, there are no encroachment issues, no demanded quiet time, and the willingness
to support supersonic training. When combined with weather that is incredibly clear, it's hard to accept the
argument that Cannon lacks military value.

Rumors abound about how servicemen and women do not like to be stationed here because there is nothing
to do and the air smells of cow manure. One is left to wonder who is being asked if they like being
stationed at Cannon. Families find this community preferable to many others, while the single airmen have
a strong dislike for it. It's no wonder that they prefer bases in metropolitan areas to Cannon, what with the
number of churches greatly outnumbering the number of bars. And imagine a community without strip
bars and hookers... It's downright horrible here!

Even the most conservative estimates rank the devastation to Clovis at or near the top of the worst
economic impact. We are a proud community, but it's hard to hold your head high when the military that
you have supported all your life drops its bombs on the path to a prosperous future while it moves your
servicemen and women to bases in communities that wouldn't feel negative economic imgact at all. Are we
voung vase,
removing 20 plus percent of our jobs will hurt nobody but the citizens of eastern New Mexico.
. . : ' i 1ly has the
As an American citizen faced with this uncertain future, I'm left to wonder if our government really
best interest of "the little guys" in its heart...

It is difficult to be in a position where one feels they must beg for the Air Force to stay at galcllnm} —e it feels
somewhat like trying to reconcile with a wife or husband that wants to leave you for somebody else.

However, in this instance, our future prosperity seems to depend on it...

Respectfully submitted,

Mybe Schmit

Mike Schmidt
324 Rodeo Dr.
Clovis, NM 88101
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The Honorable James Hansen
BRAC Commission

2521 S Clark St.

Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen,

It is with a heavy heart and great disbelief that I write this letter. I am the proud adult son of a veteran of
three wars that spent 30 years serving in the United States Air Force, eventually retiring as a Chief Master
Sergeant.

We were transferred to Cannon AFB in 1969, when I was 8 years old. Needless to say, my parents were
thrilled to be stationed in a conservative community with high moral values. At the end of our military
career Clovis became was our family’s retirement choice, even though it was not our last station.

As T have grown up, moved away to college, and returned to work in higher education at Clovis
Community College, I have been proud of my military heritage and Clovis upbringing - and proud of the
way this community has supported the United States Military. Endless time and effort has been put forth
by the community and the Air Force in support of maintaining and broadening Cannon's military value.
Over time, expansion has been the key - expanding the bombing range, new housing, upgraded hangars,
additional runways, expanding airspace, etc - community support has always been there.

In and around Cannon AFB, there are no encroachment issues, no demanded quiet time, and the willingness
to support supersonic training. When combined with weather that is incredibly clear, it's hard to accept the
argument that Cannon lacks military value.

Rumors abound about how servicemen and women do not like to be stationed here because there is nothing
to do and the air smells of cow manure. One is left to wonder who is being asked if they like being
stationed at Cannon. Families find this community preferable to many others, while the single airmen have
a strong dislike for it. It's no wonder that they prefer bases in metropolitan areas to Cannon, what with the
number of churches greatly outnumbering the number of bars. And imagine a community without strip
bars and hookers... It's downright horrible here!

Even the most conservative estimates rank the devastation to Clovis at or near the top of the worst
economic impact. We are a proud community, but it's hard to hold your head high when the military that
you have supported all your life drops its bombs on the path to a prosperous future while it moves your
servicemen and women to bases in communities that wouldn't feel negative economic impact at all. Are we
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removing 20 plus percent of our jobs will hurt nobody but the citizens of eastern New Mexico.

As an American citizen faced with this uncertain future, I'm left to wonder if our government really has the
best interest of "the little guys" in its heart...

Itis difﬁcul't to be.in a position where one feels they must beg for the Air Force to stay at Cannon - it feels
somewhat .llke trying to reconcile with a wife or husband that wants to leave you for somebody else.
However, in this instance, our future prosperity seems to depend on it...

Respectfully submitted,

Whbee Sclm Y

Mike Schmidt
324 Rodeo Dr.
Clovis, NM 88101



June 8, 2005

The Honorable Samuel Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 S Clark St.

Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Skinner,

It is with a heavy heart and great disbelief that I write this letter. I am the proud adult son of a veteran of
three wars that spent 30 years serving in the United States Air Force, eventually retiring as a Chief Master
Sergeant.

We were transferred to Cannon AFB in 1969, when I was 8 years old. Needless to say, my parents were
thrilled to be stationed in a conservative community with high moral values. At the end of our military
career Clovis became was our family’s retirement choice, even though it was not our last station.

As I have grown up, moved away to college, and returned to work in higher education at Clovis
Community College, I have been proud of my military heritage and Clovis upbringing - and proud of the
way this community has supported the United States Military. Endless time and effort has been put forth
by the community and the Air Force in support of maintaining and broadening Cannon's military value.
Over time, expansion has been the key - expanding the bombing range, new housing, upgraded hangars,
additional runways, expanding airspace, etc - community support has always been there.

In and around Cannon AFB, there are no encroachment issues, no demanded quiet time, and the willingness
to support supersonic training. When combined with weather that is incredibly clear, it's hard to accept the
argument that Cannon lacks military value.

Rumors abound about how servicemen and women do not like to be stationed here because there is nothing
to do and the air smells of cow manure. One is left to wonder who is being asked if they like being
stationed at Cannon. Families find this community preferable to many othe