
June  3,2005 

Brenda S .  Reader 
1724 Imperial Ct. 
Clovis, N M  881 01 -8633 

General James T. Hill,  

Sir, I a m  very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously 
compromised i f  Cannon A F B  were to be closed at this particular time! 

because the fact is, Cannon A F B  does notfit the 

i Cannon A F B  is one of few bases that has virtually unlimited air space and it i s  located 
Lhere additional land is  readily available for expansion to accommodate any future I mission. I n  the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, 
burchased air easements around Cannon A i r  Force base and gave them to the A i r  Force. 
lThis was done specifically to protect that air space from encroachment. A s  a result, 
I lCannon A F B  has absolutely no encroachment problems, unlike bases built in large urban 
lor metropolitan areas. Just seconds from take-off, apilot can enter Melrose Range, one of 
'the largest training ranges i n  the Southwest. This  allows the pilot the opportunity to 
I 

I 
immediately begin his training operations, thus saving on  fuel and other costs associated 
withflying times needed to make and then use a distant range, then return to home base. 
'1n a few short weeks, when the N m  Mexico Training Range initiative isfinalized, 
aircraft will be able to f l y  supersonic, offering a very realistic training scenario, for any 
aircraft in the remaining military inventory. I really don't see how training could get 
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training effort between Cannon and the U S  Navy. A l l  of the major runways have recently I '1 

been rebuilt, and are capable of handling any  aircraft in the inventory including the largest 
carrier or bomber aircrajl. 

I 

Cannon's sparselypo~ulated aria would be easily defended i f the  need dere to arise. Large 
cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix would be a disaster. The civilian casualties could be. 
enormous. Mega Bases i n  area; like these could re.sdt;in,thern being ident+ed as valid 
targets. I'd think that ifrhe United States were to be2%cked,~it would be easier to set up 
defenses infields rather than in someone's back yard. 
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