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| 06102005
Brenda S. Reader
1724 Imperial Ct.

Clovis, NM 88101-8633

General James T. Hill,

Sir, I am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously
compromised if Cannon AF B were to be closed at this particular time!

| Cannon AFB is one of few bases that has virtually unlimited air space and it is located
iwhere additional land is readily, avatlable Jor expansion to accommodate any future ..
mission. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mextco
purchased air easements around Cannon ALT Force base and gave | them to the Atr Force.
|Thts was done speccﬁcally to protect that air space from encroachment As a result
ICannon AFB has absolutely no encroachment problems, unlike bases built in large urban
or metropolitan areas. Just seconds from take-off, a pilot can enter Melrose Range, one of
the largest training ranges in the Southwest. This allows the pilot the opportunity to
:tmmedtately begin his training operations, thus saving on fuel and other costs associated
with flying times needed 10 make and then use a distant range, then return to home base.
I n a few short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized,
atrcraft will be able to fly supersonic, offering a very realistic training scenario, for any

aircraft in the remaining military inventory. I really don’t see how training could get

. much more

,realtsttc than.being able to ﬂv an. prarnce the way you woul
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Camlon AFB the' ’US s afforded the space and facdtttes to accommodate any ]omt war

0l

f' ghnng and trammg,effortv tmagtdable, as evidenced by the recent Rovmg Sands joint *; '3f o

been rebuilt, and are capable of handltng any atrcraft in the inventory including the largest ‘
carrier or bomber aircrafi. :

Cannon s sparsely populated area would be eaSLly defended if the need were 1o arise.. Large
cilies, hke Las Vegas and Phoen\tx would be a disaster., The cwthan casualttes could be.
enormous M ega Bases in areas like these, could res l ) _them bemg tdenttfted as valtd
targets I d think that tf the Umted States were {0 be'attacked it would be easier to set up

defenses in ﬁelds rather than in someone s back yard
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As a retiree who stayed here, I know that Clovis, Portales Eastern New Mexico, West
Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock), and many of the outlying cities are home to a
very large military retiree population. Many retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the use of earned benefits such as healthcare, pharmaceutical, grocery shopping, and
much more. There is not another installation close to enable our retired military to receive
their promised benefits.

The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns - Clovis,
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country, and I'v
been stationed at bases on both coasts, and in the northern and the southern parts of the US

Theysurroundmg;commumnesrsuppw 11T
ffotis
0

Closing Cannon AF B will not save; money, really just the opposite; it will cost more, if we
allow this valuable base to close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
and the damage done. I think the F-22 aircraft would be a perfect maich for Cannon
AFB, similar to what Holloman AFB provided for the F -117.

New Mexico is Air Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
Jact. Please reconsider all the facts before making your final decision.

Sincerely,

Bondd S Rn

BRENDA S. READER

MSgt USAF, Retired
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June 3, 2005
Brenda S. Reader

1724 Imperial Ct.
Clovis, NM 88101-8633

The Honorable Samust K. Skinner,

I am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously compromised if
Cannon AR were to be clused at this particidar time!

= =Lunnorn AFB 15 an extremedy . importans piece of our couniry’s national defense, both presens <

and in the future. I belteve the closing of Cannen AFB, NM as suggested by the Department of
Defense, can only be @ misicke. It is quite possible those making that decision did net have all
the available. pertinent information avniduble, because the fuct is, Cannon AFR does not fit the
published criteria provided for determining base closures.

Cannon AIE is ene of fow bases that has virtwally wnlimited air spiace and it @s located
twhere additional land is readily availabls for expansion to accommodate any future
mission. In the mlx.rly 903, Unrry County, in conjunciion with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements aronnd Cannon Air Ferce base and gave them to the Air Force.
This was done specifically lo protect thot air spuce from encroachment.  As a result,
Cannen AFB has absolutely ne encreachment problems, unlike bases built in large urban
or metropelitan areas.  Just seconds from take-off, a pilet can enter Melrose Range, ane of
the largest Iraining ranges in the Southiwest. This ellows the pilot the opportunity to
immediately begin his training operations, thus saving on fuel and ather rosts asseciated
with flying times steeded o make und then use a distant range, then return to heme base.
I o few short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized,
aircraft will be able to fly supersonic, offering a very realistic training scenarioa, for any
atrerafi in the remaining military inventory. I really dan’l see iow training could get
much rmore realistic than heing uble o fly and pmctwe ¢ fhe way you would actually hove tv
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in a real war lime sn:.‘ﬂ';|r1',n:u"u|;.| P
G i ' ' .
At‘ Eﬂnmn A F B the (15 is afforded the space and facilities m accommedaie any joint war
" f ghlmg mul i!rmumg eﬂorﬁ imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Roving Sands joint
' waining pffnrt z'retws'en Cannen and the US Navy. Al of the major runways have recenily
been rebuilt, and are capable of handling any atrcraft in the inventory including the largest
carrier or bnmﬁwﬁdimmﬁ.
Cunnon’s spu{!se{}-' papu!a!erf areq would be easily defended if the need were to arise. Lurge
¢ ifins !!LJCPJ Las ingas and Phoenix would be a disaster. The civilian casualties could be
ENGrMGLS. Mre*ga Bases in'areas like these could result in them being identified as valid
targets. ' think that if the United States were to e attacked, (0 wondd be easier to set up

defenses in fields rather than in someore's buek yard.
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As a retiree who stayed here, ! know that Clovis, Portales, Easternn Vew Mexico, West
Texas fincluding Amurillo and Lubbock }, and many of the outlying cities ave home to a
very farge military retiree population.  Many retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the use of earned benefits such as healtheare, pharmaceutical, grocery shopping, and
much more. There is not another installation close to enable éur retired military to receive
their promised benefits.

The refationsitip between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns - Clovis,
Poriales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country, and 've
been stationed ot buses on both coasts, and in the aorthern and the southern paris of the U5,
The surreunding communilies support the military effort ot the base and would expend all

——— -

tand west of Cannon and gave it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument -

. lighting on the alternate runway ar the base.

Closing Cannon AV B will not save money, really just the appasite; it will cost more, if we
allow thes voluable base to close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
and the damage done. I think the F-22 gircraft would be a perfect match for Cannon
AFB, stmalar to what Holloman AFRB provided for the ¥-117.

New Mexice is Awr Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
Jact. Please reconsider all the facis before muking your final decision.

5 inrerﬂ.!y,

BRENDA 5. READER
Mgt USAF, Retired
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Brenda 5. Reader
1724 fmperiaf Cr.
Clovis, MM 85i01-8653

The Henorable Anthony J. Principi,

I am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously compromised if
Cannon AFHR were to be clused ot this particular time!

Cannon AFR 15 an extremely important piece of vur country’s nutivnul defense, both present - ——

and in the future, I believe the closing of Cannon 4 FB, NM as suggested by the Department of
Defense, can only be a mistake. It is quite possible those making that decision did not have afl
the available. pertinent information avatlable, because the foct is, Cannon AFB does not fit the
published criteria provided for determining base closures.

Cannon AI'R is one of fiw bases that has virtually unlimited air space and it is located
where additional land is readily auailable for expansion to accommodate any future
mission. In the early 905, Curry County, in conjunction with the stale of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon Air Foree base and gave them to the Air Force.
This was done specifically io protect that air space from encrouchment. “As a resuls;
Cannon AFB has absolutely no encroachment problems, unlike bases built in large urban

or metropolitun arens.  Just seconds from take-off, u pilot can enter Melrase Range, one of

the larpess train.ing ranges in the Southacest. This alloes the pilot the opportunity to
immediately begin his training sperativns, thus saving on fuel and other costs associuted
with flying times needed 1o make and then use o distant range, then return to home base.
fn e few short weeks, when the New Mexico Troining Range initiative is finalized,
aireraft will be able to fly supersonic, offering a very realistic training scenario, for any
aireraft in the remaining military inventery, [ really der’t see hone training rondd ges
much more realistic than bemg u.’JEF to fly and practice the way you waondd ac!uafh-‘ hove ta
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AI Canirmu AFB the US is a_ﬂ"urdwi .ths' space and faciimes te accommodate any joint wor
ﬁg-'mng and training effors imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Rotrmg Sandys jornt
treining effort betwween Cannon and the US Navy., All of the majar rurtsays have recently
been rebuilt, and are capable of hundling anv acrcrafi in the mupnmry including the largest
carrier or bember aireraft. -

1 .
Caniton’s sparsely papuftited aren would be ensely defended if the need were o arise. " Lurge
cities {ike Las Vegas a.rIu:f Phoenix would be o disaster. The civilian casualtios rould be
enormaus. Mega Bases in areas like these could result in them being ideniified as vafid
turgets, D think thar if the United States were te be attacked, it wonld be susier to set np

defenses in flelds ruther than in someone's back vard.
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" in o real war tinie scenario! : - . .
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As a retiree who staved here, I know that Clovis, Portales, Fastern New Mexico, West
Texas (inchuling Amarillo and Lubbock ), and many of the eutlying cities are home to @
very large military retiree population.  Many retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the use of earned benefits such us healthcare, pharmaceutical, grocery shopping, and
much more. There is rot anether installation close to enable our retived military to receive

their promused henefits.

The refationship betweern Cunnon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns - Clowts,
Partales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country, and 1've
been stationed at bases on both coasts. and in the northern and the southern pans of the US.
The surreunding communities support the milisary effort of the base and would expend all

land west af Cennon and gava it buck to the Air Force Jor the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway ar the base.

Closing Cunnon AV B will not save money, reatly just the oppesite; it will cost more, if we
allow thes valuable base to close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
und the damage done. I hink the F-22 aircraft would be a perfect match for Cannon
AFB, simtlar to what Holloman AFB provided for the 1-117.

Neww Mexica is Air Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
fact. Please reconsider all the faris before making vour final decision.

Sincerely,

NDA S. RLA DF‘ R

.'Iffbg! URAF, Retired
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Brenda 5. Reader n .
1724 Imperial Ct. o i“if"'é@EW Eiﬁ\

I -
Clovis, NM 88101-8633 . [

Generol Livyd W. Newton,

Sir, I am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously
compromised if Cannon AL B were to be closed at this particulir time!

Canmon AFB is an axlrmglj important piece of our country’s national defense bt pre.wm‘
and in the future. "I believe the closing of Cannon AFB, NM ns suggested by the Departiment of
Defense, can only be o misteke. Tt is quite possible those making that decision did not have all
the available, pertinent information available, because the fact is, Cannon AL does not fit the
published criteria provided for determining base closwures.

Cannon AFB is one of fiw bases that has virtually unlimited air space and it is located
where additional lund is rendily available for expansion to accommodate any future
mission. In the early 35, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
parchased gir easements around Cannen Air Ferce base and gave them to the Air Foarce.
This was done spectfically to protect that air space from encroachment.  As a result,
Cannon AFHR has abselutely no encreachment problems, uniike bases built in large urban
or mefropelifan areas.  Just seconds from take-off, a pilot can enter Melrose Range, one of
the liurgest training ranges in the Southwest. This ellows the pilot the opportunity to
imunediately begin his training eperations, thus saving on fuel and other costs associated
with flying times needed o make and then use a distant range, then return to home base.
fn a few short weeks, when the Neww Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized,
aircrafi will be able to fly supersonic, offering o very realistiv training scenario, for any
aireraft in the remaining miditary inventory. [ really dan’t see how training conid get
-..much more realiztic than bemw ublz to fly amfp"utucc the way vou wouwld actually have ta . .~
in @ real war mne SCERGIic., P

At Cannon AFB the US i i afforded the space and facilities to accommodate any joint war
fighting and training Rﬂar! imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Reving Sands joint
tratning effort between G -:mmm and the US Navy. Al of the major rumways have recently
been rebuilt, and are mpahlp of handling any sircraft in the tnventory including the largest
carrier or homber mrrmﬁ ; |

;T ,fh b |
Cannon’s spars#h papul’amrf armlwatdrf he easily defended if the need were to arise. Large
cities like Las Vegas amf P.’mﬂux would be a disaster. The civilian casualties rould be
enormeous. Mega Bases m1 ereds hkﬁ these cowld reselt in them being identified as valid
targets. I'd think that if the U:med States were to be aitacked, 1t would be easier 1o set up
defenses in fields rother than in someone’s back vard.
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As a retiree who stayed here, [ know that Clovis, Portales, Fastern Newe Mexico, Wesi
Texas including Amarilla and Lubbock}, and many of the outlying cities ure home to a
very large military retiree population.  Many retivess rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the wse of earned benefus such as healtheare, pharmaceutical, grecery shopping, and
much more. There i5 not another installation close tv enable our retired military to receive
their promised benefits.

The refationship betieen Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns - Clovis,

Portales, West Texas. and others, is undike any other installation in the country, and I've

been stationed af bases on both coasts, and in the northern and the southern paris of the US,

The surreunding communities support the mifitary effort ar.the base and wodd expend alt

efforts to support any future mission. Within the last few years, our communily purchased
© land west of Cannon and gave it buck to the Air Force for the installotion of instrument -

lighting on the alternate runway at the base.

Closing Cunnon AFEB will not save meney, really just the opposite; it will cost more, if we
allowe this voluable base to close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will he to fate,
and the damage done. I think the F-22 aircraft would be a perfect match for Cannon
AFB, similar to what Holloman AFB provided for the F-117.

New Mexico 1s Air Foree friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
fart. Please reconsider all the facts before making vour final decision.

Sincerely,

Bindd. SR em sl

BRENDA S. READER
MBgt USAF, Retired
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The Honorable James 1. Bilbray, -

I am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously compramised iff
Cannan A8 were t be closed ot this particulor time!

and in the future. I believe the closing of Cannon AFB, NM as suggeited by the Department of
Defense; can only be a mistake. It is quite possible those making that decision did not have all

“the available, pertinent information available, berause the fucet is, Cannon AFB does not fit the

published criteria provided for determining base closures.

Cannon AFEB s vne ef few bases that has virtually unlimited uir space and it is located
where additional land (s readily m ‘atlable for expansion to uc mmmodum any juture
mission. In the early 90s, Curry Cuuntj, in conjunciion wn:h lhe smm of New Mexico,
purchased air easements urﬂugnd Gunnun Air Force base and ngP lfwm 10 the Alir Foree.
This was done s;wr.l.ﬁt.uﬂy Fi.'.: pmts‘ct that air space from Pmrﬂachmem As o result; _
Cannon AFB has absolutely no encruac.’tmem problems, unlike fmsw built in large urban
or metrapolitan areas, Jus secumfs from take-off, @ pilot can Pnlt:r Melrose Range, ane of
the largest trajning ranges in Ihe Sou!hweﬂ This allows the pilot tfw epportunily to
immediately begin his .!rummg eperatians, thus saving on fuei and utﬁer costs associated
with fIying times needed to make afucl' then wse n distant range, | rhen return fo home base.
In a few short weeks, when t.l’m New ﬂrfex:,m Training Range matr,alue is finalized,
atreraft wilf be able o ﬂ_’}' W}_’ ojfermg a very realistin i:rmmng scenanie, for any
aircraff i the remainiag nu!uary invemtory. f really don’t see how training coudd ger
much more realistic than being able fo ﬂ}f mtd pmcm il way you would m:i‘.rmf{}f have fo

e P e (P i - - T e .

in o real war time scenario,

- 1 e 2 2 I :
At Cannon AFB the US is afforded the space and forilities to accommodate any joint war
fighting and training effort imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Roving Sands jeint
training effort between Cannon and the US Navy. All of the ma_;ﬂr runenys have recently
been rebuilt, and are mpm‘:n'.e of handling any aireraft in the mwnmry tncluding the largest
carrier or bomber airvraft. )
7 . . t- 1| '.. .
Cannon’s sparsely pupula.'ﬁd area would be easily defended if hF;IE neerrllwere to arise. Large
cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix would be o disaster. The civilian casualties could be
ernormous. Megu Buses in areas like these conld reselt in them bE‘Eﬂb tdmnf ed as mh,d
targets. e think thet if the United Siates were to be attacked, it wonld be easier to set up
idefenses in fields rather than in someone's back yard. !
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As v retiree who staved here, I Enowe that Clovis, Porteles, Eastern New Mexico, West
Texes (including Amarillo and Lubbock ), and many of the outlving cities are home to a
very large military retiree population.  Many retirces rely ot Cannon Air Force llase 1o
erjoy the use of corned benefits such as healtheare, pharmacewiical, grocery shopping, und
much more, There is not another instaliaiion close to enable our retived military to receive
their promesed benefits.

The relationship benween Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns - Clovis,
Portuales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other instaflation in the country, and I’ve
beert stetuoned at bases on both coasts, and in the northern and the southern ports of the US,
The surronnding communities support the military effort at the buse and would expend afl
efforts to support wny fuiwre mission—Within the lasi few yeurs; our comuniunity purchased
land west of Cannon and gave it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway ot the base.

Closing Cannon A FB will not suve money, renlly just the oppaesite; it will cest more, if we
allow this valuable base to elose. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be 1o late,
and the damage done. I think the F-22 aireraft would be a perfect match for Cannon
AFB, similar to what Hollomun AFR provided for the F-117.

New Mexico is Air Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
fact. Please reconsider all the fucts before making your final decision.

Sincerely,

BRENDA S. READER
MSgt USAF, Retired
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Brigadier General Sue E. Turner,

Ma’am, I am very conceraed that the security of the United States conld be sertously
cempromised if Connon A FB were to be closed ar this particular time!

S e e Cannon AFB is an ‘extremely important piece of our counsry’s nationai defense,” both present

[

e el .

and in the future. I helicve the dosing of Cannon A B, NM as suggested by the Deportment of
Defense, can onty be @ mistake. It is quite possible those making that decision did not have all
the available, pertinent information uvailuble, because the fact is, Cannon AFB does not fit the
published criteria previded for determiining base closures.

Cannon AFE is one of few buses that hus virtually unlimited air spece and it is lovated
where additional land is readily avaidable for expansion te accommodate any future
mission. In the early 9ts, Curry County, in mnjta;r'-:rion with the state of New Mexicn,
pirchased air easements around Cannon Air Force bdse and gave them to the Air Force.
This was dene specifically tn protect that air space from encreachment. " As a results
Cannon AFB has absolutely no encrouchment prﬂbfﬂrné, urnefike basos il in Iurg'ér urban
er metropofitan areas. Just seconds from take-off, a pilot can enter Melrose Range, one of
the largest training ranges in the Seuthwest. This allows the pilot the vpportunity to
emmediately begin his training sperations, thus saving on fuel and other costs associuted
with flying times needed 10 make and then use a distant range, then return to home base.
In 4 fevo short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized,
aireraft will be able to fly supersonie, offering u very reafistic training scenario, for any
airerufi in the remaining military inventory. |1 reafly don’t see how training could get
much more realistic than being able to ﬂ«r and prﬂf‘tu e the way you would ac.-:ua.!'iy have to

———— . ot
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nn Tl‘:.'r'.liI war itmne scenarie.
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At Cunnan Al B the Ub is aﬂnrdﬁd the space and facmues to accommeadale any jeint war
fighting and traintng effort imaginable, as evidenced by the rw'r*m Rovmg Sumds joint
.tmmmg Gﬂ:‘]‘ﬂ between Cannon and the US Navy, All of .*.‘te mujﬂr runays  have recently
beﬂn rvbm.h and are capable of handling any aircraft in .!he mven.!or}' including the lnrgest
mrru-r or  bomber airerafl. l [ i l
: . ca , I it A

. mmiun Fsl ;parseiy pupu!aruf area  would be wsely defended if 1 t."m need 1ere (o arise. I arée
cities tike Lus Vezas and Phoemx would be o disaster. The rwllmn casuai!ws‘ could he
enormos." Mega'Bases in areas  like these could result in them bemg zdpnnfwd as vadid ”

turgets. 1'd think that if the Unr,mf States were te be atiacked, 1f world be cusier to set up
1)

defenses in fiolds rather than in someone's hack yard.
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As a retiree whe stuyed here, I know that Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West
Texas {including Amarillo and Lubbock )}, and many of the ontlving cities are homie to a
very large military retiree population.  Many retirees rely on Coninon Air Foree Base to
enjov the use of parned benefits such as healthcare, pharmaceutical, grocery shopping, and
much meore. There 15 not another instaflation close to enable anr retired military to receive
their promised benefits.

The relationship betteen Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding tewns - Clovis,

Portales, West Texns, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country, und I've

been stationed at hases on bath coasts, and in the northern aad the southeri parts af the U5,

The surrounding communtties support the military effort at the base and wonld expend all

“efforts 1o support any futurr mission. - Within the last few years, our community purchased ~— -+
fand west of Cannon and guve it back to the Air Foree for the instatlation of instrument

lighting on the alternate runicay of the base.

—24" -

Closing Cannon ALFB will not save money, really just the oppostte; it will cost more, if we
wllow this valuable base 10 close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
and the damaoge done. | think the F-22 gireraft would be @ perfect match for Cannon
AFB, similor ta what Holloman AFB provided for the 1°-117.

New Mexico is Air Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to continue proving this
fact. Please veconsider ali the facts before making your final decision.

Sincerely,

Lo d gt

BRENDA S READER
MSgt USAF, Retired
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June 3, 2005

Brenda S. Reader
1724 Imperial Ct.

Clovis, NM 88101-8633 081020 0%
Admiral Hareld W. Gehman Jr, \[_ﬂ a@ WEED

Sir, T am very concerned that the security of the United States could be serinus.!y
compromised if Cannon A FB were to be closed ar this particular time!

= Cannon AFB is an extremely ismportant piece of our counery’s nationel defense, both present.
and in the future. [ belicve the closing of Cannon AFB, NM as suggested by the Depurtment of
Defense, can only be a misiake. It is quite possible these making that decision did not have all
the available, pertinent information available, becouse the fact is, Cornen ALB does not fit the
published eriteria pravided for determining base elosures.

Cannen AFE 15 one of few bases that has virtually unlimited air space and it is located
where udditional land is readily avaidable for expansion to accommaodate any fiture
mission. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexieo,
purchased air easements around Cannon Air Force buse and gave them to the Air Force.
This was dene specifically 1o prosict that oir space frem encreachment:  As u resull,
Cannon A FB has absolutely no encroachment problems, unlike bases huilt in lorge urban’
or metropolitan areas.  Just seconds from take-off, a pilot can enter Melrose Range, one of
the largest training ranges in the Southwest. This allows the pilot the apportunity to
immediately begin his training operotions, thus saving on fuel and ather costs assoctuted
with flying times needed to make and then use a distant range, then veturn to home buse.
In a few short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Renge initiative is finalized,
acrcreft will be able to fly supersonic, offering « very realistic training scenario, for any
aircraft in the remaining military inventory, ! really dor’t see how training could get
mueh more realistic than being oble to fly and practice the way 3 vou would actually have to

o — L B Pl LN

“in a real war ume SCORUIio.S _ '-!

At Cannﬂn AFB the US is afforded the space and fucilities to accommodaie any joint war
fighting and training effort imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Reving Sands joint
training effort between Cannon and the US Navyv. Al of the mnjor rnnwiys have recently
been rebuilt, and are capable of handling any aircraft in the inventory including the largest
carrier or bomber arrcraft.

Cannon’s sparsely populated area would be easily defonded if the need were to arise.” Large
cities like Los Vegns und Phoenis wwould be a disuster. The vivilian casualiies conld be
enormous. Mego Boses in areas Iike these eondd result in them being identified as valid
targets. P think thet if the United States weree to be attacked, it would be easier 16 set up
itefenses in frelds rather than in someone’s back yvord,




DCN: 2316

As a retiree wha staved here, I know thet Clovis, Portales, Enstern New Mexico, West
Texas {incluiling Amarillo and Lubbock}, and many of the entlying cities are home to
very large milttary retiree population.  Muany retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Buse to
erifoy the use of earned benefits such as healtheare, pharmaceutical, grovery shopping, and
much more. There is not anather installution close te enable our retived miitary to recetve
their promised benefits.

The relationship between Cannon Air Force Bose and the surrounding towns - Clovis,
Fartales, West Texas, ond others, ts unlike amny other installation wt the eountry, and e
been stationed at bases on both coasts, nnd in the northern and the southern pars of the US.
The surrounding communities support the military effort at the base and would expend all

o r— ez €ffOTS 10 support any future mission. s Withen the lnst few years, our community purchosed oo .

by
1

tand west of Cannon and gave it back to the Air Force for the instaliation of instrumens
lighting on the alternate runicay at the base.

Closing Cannon A FB will not save money, really just the upposite; it will cost more, if we
allow this valuable base to clese. By the time the mistoke has been realized, it will be ta lute,
and the damage done. I think the F-22 atreraft would be o perfect mateh for Cannon
A¥B, similar to what Holleman AFB provided for the F-117.

New Mexico is Air Force friendly and we only ask for the chance to rontinue proving this
Jact. Please reconsider all the facts befare making your finel decision.

Sincerely,

BRENDA 5. READER
M8zt USAF, Retired
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June 3, 2005

Brenda 5. Reader

1724 fmperial Ct. 08 1. 20,05
||« SeRvE

Clovis, NM 88101-8633

The Honorable James V. Hansen,

{ am very concerned thut the security of the United States could be seriously compromised if
Connon AICE were to be elosed at this particular time!

and in the future. 1 believe .-:hp closing of Canm:-n AFEB, NM as suggasmi by the Uepanmem of
Defense, cun only be a mistake. It is quite possible these making that decision did not have all
the available, pertinent information aveilable, because the fact is, Cannon AFE does not fit the
published eriteria provided for determining base elosures.

Cannon AFHB is one of few buses that has virtually unlimuted air space and it is located
) :A'.-IIE.I‘P addittona! lond is readily ¢ m:mfabl’e Jor expansion to accommodate any fulire
1 Milssion. In the early 90s, Carey C ounty, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
i purr.‘mwd air susenients arownd Cunnon Air Foree base and gave them 1o the Air Forcs.

L
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1, This was done specifically to pmtect that air space from Hu"mm,hmem Asa rem.h:

|i Irt‘_.mman AFB has absolutely no encroachment problems, unlike buses built in targe urhan
' o mﬂtrnpoman areas. Just seconds from take-off, « pilot can enter Melrose Range, one of
!  the iargﬂst training ranges in the Southawest. This allnes the pilot the oppertunity to

E i me.ﬂdmleh begin his training operations, thus saving on fuel and other costs associated

t ¥ qoith ﬂpng tinies needed to make and then use a distant range, then return to home buse.

T a Jew short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized,
aircraft will be able to fly supersonic, effering a very realistic lra¢ining scenarie, for any
aircraft tn the remaining military inventory. I really don’t see how training conld get
much more realistic than being able to fly and practice !.Fw way vou wonld actually haveto ___

E———

ir o real war time srmarw
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At Cannon AFHB the US is iafforded the space and fucilitivs to necommodate any joint war
Jighting and training effort imaginable, as evidenced by the recent Roving Sands joint
i training effort between Cannon and the US Navy., Al of the mujor runways have recently
' been rebuilt, and are capable of handling any atrerafi in the inventory including the largest
carrier or bumber aircraft.

Cannen’s sparsely populuted area wonld be easily defended if the need were to arise. 1, urgp
etties fike Las Vegus and Phoenix would be a disaster. The civilian casualties muM be
enormous, Mega Bases in areas {ike these rould result in them being ufemgmd as valid
mrgﬂt Pd think that if the United States wwere ta be attacked, it would be easier to set up
defeuseslm fielids rather than in sameone's bnck yard,
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i As o reticee whe stayed here. I know that Clovis, Pertales, Enstern New Mexico, West
Texas {including Amariflo and Lubbock}, and many of the outlying cities are home to a
very large military retivee population.  Many retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the use of parned benefits such as healtheare, pharmaceutical, grocery shopping, and
much more. There ts not another installation close to enable our retired militury to receive
their promised benefils.

The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surreunding towns - Clovis,

Portales, West Texas, and athers, is unlike ancy other instaflation in the couniry, and {ve

been stationed at bases on both coasts, and in the northern and the svuthern parts of the 118,

Jhe surrounding cumnﬂrﬂfs SUpport the military effort a at, the hase and 1ce umt!d expend il
r:,':fﬂrts fo support any fmurp missian. Within the last fete years, our community purchased

land west of Cannon and gave it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument

lightsng en the alternate runwey at the base.

. Eiotmg Cannon AFB will not suve money, really just the eppesite; it will cost mare, (f we

; .4 -7 'allow this valuable base to vlose. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
_‘and the damuge done. [ think the F-22 aircrafi would be o perfect match for Cannon

« 'AF "B, stmilar to what Holloman AFR provided for the F-117,

. rNew Mexico is Air Force friendly and we orly ask for the chance to continue proving this

e fuct Please reconsider all the fucts before making your finnl decision.

e e

hlrl(‘{“rﬂf_},

‘ ﬁMJM

BRENDA 5. READER
MSgt 1ISAF, Retired
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iz Uannen AFB.is on extremely importont piece uf aur country’s natienal defunse, both present= — .
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Brenda S, Reader
1724 Imperial Ct.

Clovis, N'M 88101-8633 081 0 2008
75@@1
The Honorable Philip Coyle, e o s

f am very concerned that the security of the United States could be seriously compromised if
Cannon AFB were to be clused at this particalur ime!

and in the future. I believe the closing of Cannon AFB, NM s suggested by the Depariment of
Defense, can only be a atistuke. It is quite possible those making that decision did not have all
the available, pertinent information quailable, because the fact is, Cannon AKFB does not fit the
published eriterin prm-*idﬂd Sor determining base closeres.

Carnon AI'B is one of fm; bases that has virtwally unlimited atr space and it is located
where additional land is rﬂmlc{y alt,m.'!ab.ie Sfer expansion to urmmmmiata any furure
mission. In the early 90s, Cuerry’ F ounty, in confunction with lhr state of New Mexice,
pur{.‘husmf air easements araund Cunnnn Air Foree buse and gu:ve themn to the Air Foree.
This was done specifi mﬂf} m pmtec! that air space from t'ncrum'ftmertt As a resull, -
Cannon AV has absa!um’v o e;tcruachmem profilems, unhke bases built in large ucban
ur metropolitan areas. Jm.t :.ecm:ds from take-off, a pilot can enter Melrose Runge, one of
the largest iraining ranges in the Seuthwest. This allows the pilot the oppaortunity tn
tmmediately begin his .':mm g upiara.rmns thus saving on fuel and other costs assoviated
with flying times needed m muke nmf .h"teu use a distant range, then return to home buse,
I'rn a fewe short weeks, w.’tern t-’te Nm Mex:ca Training Range initiotive is finalized,
aircrafi will be uble to ﬁy sup_r*r‘;anw oﬂermg u very realistic training scenaris, for any
airerifl in the remnining numar} teventory. | really don’t see how training could get
miuch more rruhmr than being able to fly and practice the way you weuld actually have to

-

At Lannon AFB the US| is uffnnfed the space ami ﬁ:niuwﬁ te accommodate any joint war

' ﬁgfumg and iraining effnﬂ amagmab!e as evidenced by the recent Roving Sands joins

training effors between Crmlnun nnd’ the US Navy. Al of the mu_mr runways have recently
been rebuilt, and are rapﬂbie of hand!'mg any aircraft in the J.i'tt;!‘nlt.lr}’ including the largest
currier or bomber aircraft’ d ! ¥

‘ﬂ1| ] I
Canrnon’s sparsely papuimmf area wﬂufd be easily defended if 1 lfw need were to arise. - Large
euies ke Las Vecras and Phorn .-wr uuu!d be a disaster. The r‘utfmn t:m.uaitres could b
enormous. Mega Blfs‘r;; Lhunrem Infw these could result in ‘them bﬂng mfmnﬁed as valid
targets. 1'd think that if .tth rtn‘.ed Staies were io be attncked, it wonld be easier to st e

defenses in fields rather .'hun in someane's back vard. e
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As a retiree who stayed Rere, I Enow that Clovis, Portales, Fastern New Mexica, West
Texas {including Amarilln and Lubbock )}, and muny of the sutlying cities are home to a
very large military retiree populution.  Many retirees rely on Cannon Air Force Base to
enjoy the use of earned benefits such as healtheare, pharmaceutical, gracery shopping, and
much more. There 15 not another installation clese to entable oier retired military to receive
their promised benefits.

The relationship between Cannon Air Foree Base and the surrounding towns - Clovis,
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other instaliution in the country, and I've
been statinned at bases on both coasts, and in the northern and the southern parts of the {IS.
The surrounding communities support the military effort at the buse and would expend alf

== efforts lo support any future mission. - Within the lust few years, our community purchased - -

{and west of Cannon and gave it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
fighting on the alternate runway af the buse. -

Closing Cannon AFB will not save money, reatly just the opposite; it will cost more, if we
aflow this valuable base to clese. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late,
and the domage done. I think the F-22 aircrafi would be a perfect match for Cannon
AFB, similar to what Holloman AFB provided for the F-117.

New Mexico is Air Force friendly and we only usk for the chance to contintue proving this
Juet, Please reconsider all the facts before making vour final decision.

Sincerely,

Spnddo b K

BRENDA 8. READER
MSgr USAF, Retired
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