DCN: 9412

BRAC Commission
September 3, 2005

SEP 0 & 2005

Received
Mayor John Peyton
4™ Floor, City Hall at St. James
117 W. Duval St.
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

Dear Mayor John Peyton,

I am writing in regards to the Navy returning to Cecil Field. My husband and I attended
the meeting at the Equestrian Center last Thursday night. My husband spoke with you but I
have a few things myself that I would like to say. We were disappointed that the meeting was
not advertised. I found out about it by reading Ron Littlepages article in the Florida Times
Union. Also the meeting was set for 6:00 pm we feel to keep as many people as possible
from attending. This time did not allow people enough time to get there from work. My
daughter and son-in-law wanted to attend but working in Baymeadows and the Northside
made it impossible to get there by 6:00 pm. Luckily 500 people did manage despite the
situation. But I guarantee you that the Arena would not have held all the people if conditions
had been more favorable. Also the location was very insulting. I am not a horse enthusiast so
to meet in a horse arena with 90 degree sweltering heat was a slap in the face. The maps that
were presented at the meeting were outdated. Development is taking place by leaps and
bounds in this area. My street is developing two subdivisions at the moment with more soon
to start at each end. We are in Duval County 1 mile from Cecil Field. Bent Creek on the side
of us is built up to Brannon Field Rd. A large shopping mall is breaking ground on Oakleaf
Plantation Parkway right now. Tons of houses and schools are going in that area.

Mr. Mayor it is easy for you and the other sections of town to say let’s bring Cecil Field
back. You have not lived under the F-18’s flying. My husband and I lived under them from
the moment they came in 1984 until they left in 1999. The day they left was one of the
happiest days of my life. Living under these planes is like living in a war zone. It is NOT a
little bit of noise. It is pure HELL. I have called the base on many a night begging them to
do something so that we could sleep. The hush house that was mentioned at the meeting was
built two years before the Navy left. It did muffle the noise some but it did not take it away.
What we would like is for you and the other officials to bring in a few of these planes to Cecil
and come spend a day at our house, fly them out and see for yourself what it really is like.
We are not against the Navy. We thank God that we have them. But what you are asking us
to do is more than being patriotic.

I am sending the article that was in the Florida Times Union Friday to the Govener and
Brac along with a copy of this letter. I want to make sure that they know how the people of
the Westside feel. As we believe they are being misled.

Mayor Peyton I voted for you and I am asking you as our mayor to stop this action before
it goes any farther.



Waiting your reply.

Sincerely,

Sharon Boyett
10037 Sandler Rd.
Jacksonville, F1 32222
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Cecil: Westside residents suspect ‘done deal

Continued from B-1

standards.

“Unfortunately, what we may
have here this evening is pack-
aged information made to sell
an already-made decision,”
Katja Palmer said.

After pitching the idea July 21,
Peyton and Gov. Jeb Bush had
several meetings and a hearing
with BRAC commissioners —
but no public meetings like the
one Thursday. Peyton said he
had no time because the city
never planned to bid for the
Navy base.

The swelter inside the eques-
trian center on the former Cecil
property failed to dull lines —
or angst — of people three
hours into the meeting, which
was moved Thursday from a
smaller community center.

Nearly 500 people attended
the meeting, part of appear-
ances Peyton is making to seek
support for the Navy’s return to
Cecil Field. The proposal has
split the Westside, which was
key to Peyton’s 2003 election.

“I can’t wait to see who runs
against him, and hopefully I

can put my hat behind him,”
said Alex Deutsch, who moved
into the Cecil neighborhood
about three months ago.

He pointedly asked Peyton if
he lied about letting the com-
munity decide.

Peyton noted that the City
Council and the state Legigla-
ture still must vote on prom-
ised financial aid.

“This is not a dog and pony
show,” Peyton said later.

City officials and lawmakers
say the move is best for the
comnunily, even popular city-
wide, but a growing number of
residents have criticized the
proposal. City Councilman
Daniel Davis has come out
against it, and a fledging oppo-
sition group has formed as Say
No To Cecil.

“You have conveyed the mes-
sage to Washington that our
area is eager for the Navy to re-
turn. This letter is to inform
you that these positions do not
properly represent the citizens
of this area,” wrote group
leader Vickie Grant of Middle-
burg, who lives near southern
parts of the flight patterns.

Yet a few people supported
the proposal, including former
City Council member John
Draper. Several lauded Pey-
ton's quick response to the
chance to land a major eco-
nomic engine and the duty to
train fighters on the F/A-18.

Top Navy cofficials repeatedly
have said they prefer keeping
Oceana open, # fact resident
Richard Clements noted (o
greater applause than Peyton
received all night.

‘I want you to explain why
you're right and all of the mili-
tary experts are wrong,” Clem-
enfs said.

As retired Adm. Robert Natter
said, the Virginia Beach base
has been swarmed by develop-
ment, worrying commissioners
over pilots’ ability to train. The
plan has to be approved by
Congress this fall, and an inde-
pendent agency will decide by
June 1 whether Cecil or Oceana
will have the base.

The Oceana base has 12,000
military and civilian jobs and
nearly 250 aircraft. But more
than 145,000 people live
around Oceana, and only

10,000 live near Cecil, accord-
ing to city staiistics. Up to 5,000
homes are in Oceana’s crash
zones, while none is in Cecil’s,
according to the city.

“It's abour our Navy. Ii's
about our national security,
and for me, it’s about some-
thing patriotic,” Peyton said,

But even that backfired; sev
eral residents rejected the pa-
sument - one calling
the argurnent “horge manure.”

Navy policy says residential
housing is incompatible with
the jet base, but local govern-
ments handle most building
decisions.

Yet residents worried about
property values falling.

Some noted that Peyton, Nat-
ter and most other advocates
with the mayor don’t live
where the jets will rumble.

No relocation spending is
planned for residents, Peyton
said. Peyton and Jeb Bush of-
fered $200 million to relocate
businesses at Cecil, plus an-
other $100 million from the
state to help provide housing.

david.decamp@iacksonville.com,
(904) 359-4699
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NOT IN OUR NEIGHBURHUOUD

Mayor John Peyton suts —in the hot seat —
during a public meeting to discuss the possible
return of Navy jets to Cecil Field on the Westside.
Many voiced their disapproval.

jets coming back, ‘but most

" Photos by JOHN PEMBERTON/The Tlmes—Unlon

Richard Clements is the first to speak Thursday agamst the p055|ble return of Navy jets to Cecil Field on the Westside.
During a public meetmg at the Jacksonvulle Equestrlan Center, several shared their concerns with Mayor John Peyton.

Cecil’s would—be

few support i idea of Navy .

object to sudden proposal.

By DAVID DECAMP
The Times-Union

Mayor John Peyton didn’t ask
for neighbors’ opinions 'before
:lobbying for Navy jets to return
to Jacksonville's Westside, but he
certainly heard them Thursday
night.

Residents overwhelmmgly op-
posed Peyton’s bid to revive

Cecil Field as Navy fighter jet

base. When that failed, they
turned caustic.

The Navy’s return to what now
"is known as Cecil Commerce
Center would bring back rattling

roars of jets to a part of Jackson-.

ville budding w1th homes after -

1999 closure:

neighbors clearly
against return

Cecil Field Naval Air Station’s .

“I heard the people say .
should just be -able to put up
with a little bit of noise,” said
resident Velma Blizzard, who
has lived nearby for 35 years.
“Those peoplé live in Arlington.
Why don’t we put it at Ponte Ve-
dra or the Beaches somewhere?”

Other critics were harder on
Peyton, fearing a recent vote by
a federal panel and lobbying by
city and Florida leaders meant
the return of jets is -all but

official. :

Ari »mdependent federal com-
mission voted last week to re-
open Cecil Field, now a business
park, if Oceana Naval Air Station
in Vlrglma fails to meet tough

CECIL continues on &3




