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www.nmcch.org E-mail: nmcch@yucca.net 

June 10,2005 

General Lloyd Newton, Ret. 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear General Newton: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

General Newton, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area 
communities have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several 
airmen from Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from 
other communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMS W 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

General Sue Ellen Turner, Ret. 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear General Turner: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. 1 understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modem facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

General Turner, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area 
communities have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several 
airmen from Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from 
other communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMSW 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable Samuel Knox Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Skinner: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Skinner, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMSW 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable James T. Hill 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modem facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Hill, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities have 
been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from Cannon 
state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other communities at 
which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMS W 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Hansen, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMS W 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Gehman: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Gehman, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMS W 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable Philip Coyle 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Coyle: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6 .  Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Coyle, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 
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Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMSW 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Bilbray: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modern facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Bilbray, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMSW 
Executive Director 
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June 10,2005 

Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chaiman 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Principi: 

I am writing concerning the DoD decision to recommend closure of Cannon Air Force Base. In 
light of the following facts, I find it hard to understand this decision: 

1. Cannon has consistently won awards for its performance. I don't understand the 
rationale for closing one of the Air Force's finest based on its award winning status. 

2. The base has an abundance of dedicated airspace. I have heard several government 
and military officials comment on the great value of this asset. 

3. The airspace is due to expand soon and allow for supersonic flight. 

4. I understand there are a number of other bases which do not enjoy the above assets in 
space and practice ranges and that are limited due to growth around the base. None of 
these disadvantages apply in Cannon's case. 

5. The Melrose Bombing Range is very near and is utilized regularly. 

6. Cannon enjoys favorable flying weather practically year 'round. 

7. Cannon has very modem facilities. Several capital projects have been accomplished 
over the last few years, including new runways. I fail to see the wisdom in spending 
millions on infrastructure and then closing the base shortly thereafter. 

Mr. Principi, the communities of Clovis and Portales, as well as several other area communities 
have been very supportive of Cannon and its personnel. I have heard several airmen from 
Cannon state that they had never had such strong support and encouragement from other 
communities at which they were assigned as was shown to them here at Cannon. 
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Both communities offer excellent educational opportunities for the personnel at Cannon, 
including university and vocational level courses. Cannon people enjoy the opportunity to reside 
in nice, new housing in both communities. 

Both communities provide a good values based environment in which the personnel can raise 
their families and receive support for them when they are required to be separated from them 

I'm sure you have received other correspondence from our communities outlining the economic 
impact that will be felt as a result of this closure. I would just like to add to that, that our charity 
has been blessed many times by the men and women of Cannon. They have volunteered for 
many things on several occasions and helped the children we care for in many ways. It is clear 
that this is a valued trait encouraged by the leaders of Cannon over the years. This support will 
be sorely missed by our organization and the children we care for. Also, I would like to point out 
that Cannon personnel have also received services from us. We are a unique community in that 
we are one of two similar children's homes and the above facts would apply to both. 

I would request that Cannon not be closed. It seems to be a very valuable asset to our military, 
and the communities offer things to Cannon that are not provided to the same extent in other base 
communities. 

I appreciate your consideration of this request. 

In behalf of children, 

Charles Anderson, LPCC, LMSW 
Executive Director 
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