
Dear Brac Commission, AlTN: Army Gen. James T. Hill June 25,2005 

From its humble beginning in the early 1940s until the present time, "Our Best Nothing Less" has 
been the desire of each employee of the Red River Army Depot and Lone Star Ammunition 
Plant.Yes, these government installations literally grew out of the corn fields, cotton and tomato 
patches of this corner of Bowie Co., Texas. 

I was but a small child when WWll began. Times were hard and people could barely scratch a 
living from the ground. The government saw the need for more military support of the United 
States and so they chose this little corner of North East Texas to build an installation that would be 
known for it dedication to serve our military men and women around the world during times of 
conflict and peace. We have done so for some sixty years. Yes, it has ment a better way of life 
for this area as we do not have a industrical district such as other larger cities or installations do. 
We are made up of small towns, and communities that have been able to have better schools, 
churches, streets, hospitals and homes. This area will literally dry up and suffer from the loss of 
these installations like a dried up oasis in the desert of Iraq. 

We are the government, we are tax payers and our dollars do go back into the govemment. No 
money will be saved by moving the work load to another place. Our tax dollars will be spent there. 
These areas already have government spending there and have other industry there to sustain 
them. 

I know the first thought is money, saving money. But whose money? Our money too. The 
government wants to save money at the people's expense. Our first thought is doing " Our Best 
Nothing Less" for our military men and women. When duty called, we have always performed and 
done it better, on time and beyond. 

War, what is War? It is a struggle between oppossing forces for a particular end. Our Military go 
to war, why? To overcome evil, give people freedom to have a better life so they can have 
homes, food, and all the necessities of life without fear of being killed and tortured. Our 
govemment has always supported these causes and has paid terrible prices. The terrible loss of 
lives of our men and women and yes of our money too. Has it been worth it all? The world thinks 
so. Yes, also the billions of dollars in aid we send to other countries to better their lives there. 

The people who live and work here in North East Texas, La, Ark and Okla are fighting a battle of 
our lives to keep Red River Army Depot and Lone Star Ammunition Plant here for the very reason 
that our Military men and women fight other countries' battles for them. We want to continue to 
serve our country and in so doing sustain our own towns and communities. We need out working 
young men, women and familites here. We have nothing else. 

You have seen first hand or heard about the " SEA OF YELLOW'. This is our armour, our way of 
telling you how important these two installations are to the Military and to this Area. Our Military 
can and does depend on RRAD and LAP for their very lives and so do we. 

You know and I know that no money will be saved, only lives within a community will be disrupted 
and heaven help the lives of our Military Men and Women. I don't want to keep repeating myself 
and boring you, but please hear my "Plea". Please consider the cost, the cost of government 
spending, the cost to our Military men and women and the cost to the lives of this area for these 
installations to be closed. PLEASE DO THIS FOR OUR 'MILITARY' AND THE 'SEA OF 
YELLOW AND NOT MAKE IT A 'SEA OF TEARS'. 

I thank you for your time and consideration and I wish you "THE BEST NOTHING LESS. 

Yours truly, 

~ ~ @ c p z y I J u . . /  
Clara Reece Inman, 509 Cannon, New Boston, Texas 75570 
Enclosure 

DCN: 4401
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:?IF suppc:ters move in as the BRAC Commissioners are escorted up Spur 86 and onto the grounds of Red 
FORicr Army Depot. 
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Red River 
Army Depot 

Five decades ago, the needs of a 
nation a t  war resulted in a decision 
that  was to forever change the face and 
character of this section of Bowie 
County. 

That decision was the choice of 
Bowie County as the site of a giant 
U.S. Army ammunition plant that  
came to be known a s  Red River Army 
Depot. 

The new installation consumed 
14,000 acres offorests and farmland in 
Bowie County. I t  brought in an  army 
of more than 20,000 construction 
workers to construct the facilit . 

But more importantly, i t  o d ered a 
new way of life, a new challenge and 
new 'ob opportunities to thousands of 
resi d ents of this area. 

Cotton farmers and housewives left 
their rural chores for employment a t  
the depot, findingboth the satisfaction 
that  came from working in defense of 
their nation and more financial re- 
wards than they had ever realized 
from the sandy farmland ofEast Texas. 

Their devotion and the continuin 
excellence of the military personne 7 
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Red Rlver Army Depot Construction Slte 1941 

sent to operate this vast installation 
has  resulted in Red River Army Depot 
evolving into one of the leading Army 

-. 

logistics installations in the world, 
bringing with i t  economic benefits that  
this area could scarcely do without. 

The depot and i ts  people who make 
i t  work, fill a vital role in the nation's 
defense efforts; and it provides em- 
ployment for nearly 4,500 Bowie 
County residents and pumps over $93 
million into the economy of this area 
every year. Red River Army Depot has  
received congratulations from leading 

military officials, notingits worldwide 
reputation for proficiency, expertise' 
and the ability to get the job done both 
in times of war and peace. 

The Citizens Tribune is proud to 
have been chosen by Red River of% 
cials to publish their base newspaper. 
Join us in paying tribute to all the 
people at Red River Army Depot, who 
contribute so much to this area and 
this nation. 



several  hundred a c r e s  of land owned by Mr. PLese 
Daniel, an ea r ly  se t t le r ,  i s  now a par t  of Red River 
Army Depot. Mr.  Daniel's land began a t  a point almost 
a t  our present  t ra in  depot and r an  southeasterly toward 
Rock Creek. This photo was made at harves t  time in 
* - - -  - 
lYU8. The combine a t  the left of the picture i s  pulled by 
two horses and two mules. 

Harvesting oats were  Mr.  Daniel-far left, his  sons, 
Bo, front center and Razz, f a r  right. Others  in the pic- 
ture  are unknown. 

Many thanks to Mrs. J. G. Baird of Kuntze, Texas fo r  
this memorable scene of the early 1900's. 

-. -- -- 


































































