
From the Clovis News journal: 

Cannon Deserves second look from BRAC: 
Guest Columnist Heather Wilson: 

When I visited Clovis recently to meet with community leaders 
about Cannon Air Force Base I was impressed. Like the entire 
congressional delegation and the governor, the community is 
working together to keep Cannon open. We all know it is a steep 
hill to climb, but everyone is pitching in. 

The pentagon isn't making it easy. Officials are required by the 
BRAC law to release all of the data and analysis used by the 
Pentagon to make its recommendations. But they haven't. they 
have released their arguments to justify their decisions and some 
superficial description of how they did their work. 

It's as if they served up a deep dish apple pie called BRAC. 
Then they released information on how many people it will feed 
and how long it will keep in the fridge. But they still haven't given 
us a list of ingredients or the recipe so that we can figure out where 
they went wrong and why this pie tastes like library paste. That's 
the date we need. 

When the members of the BRAC Commission come to Clovis 
later this month, there are some strong themes emerging. First, the 
Pentagon did not consider the economic impact on the community 
as it should have done, and it will be substantial. One in five jobs 
in the Clovis area is related to the base. 

No other community in the nation would have its economy hit 
harder by this BRAC list. The pentagon says the closure of the 
submarine base at Groton, Conn., would result in a loss of 9.3 
percent of the jobs in- that community, and only 8.5 in Rapid City, 
SD if Ellsworth Air Force Base closes. But for CloviSs, 20 percent 
of the jobs would be gone. The BRAC Commission must atke that 
into account. 
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A second theme is drawn from the limited data we h a v e B m w k n  
Air Force made mistakes in assessing the military value of 
because some of the data its used was incorrect or outdate 
example, in one category, Cannon seems to have lost points 
because its range is 44 miles away. But it's not. It's only 20 miles 
away. 

Finally, working together, the community will be able to make a 
strong case about capabilities the Pentagon failed to consider. The 
New Mexico Training Range Initiative will make Cannon an even 
better place to fly. The extension of the Clovis runway will give 
them an alternative airfield. And there is plenty of acreage to 
expand the base footprint at very low cost if they think they need it. 

I opposed BRAC from the beginning and have always voted 
against it. I think it is the wrong way to do things at the wrong 
time. We will work together and do everything we can to keep 
Cannon open. 

These are the words of Heather Wilson who represents New 
Mexico's 1" Congressional District, which includes Albuquerque. 

These words are hear by all whether it is democrat or republican 
we here her words and we back her 100%. Do not Close Cannon. 
BRAC needs to take a second look. 
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