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The Honorable Anrhony Principi 
Ckabman, Base Realignment C:cummission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark S e t ,  Suite 6100 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I nm writing to you today to request that you K OT close Cannan Air Force Base! 
Cannon has become our family! I am an Air Force widow of a loving husband., fNkr, 
and grandfather, who served his country with pride. My husband not only served two 
tours in Vietnam but spent time: away fiom us at several other restricted overseas tours. 
Ours is truly a military family and our children continue to carry out their proud heritage 
today by their military service.. 1 have one son who a SGT in the New Mexico Air 
Natianal Guard, another son who a SSG in the Army Reserves, and a son-in-law who is a 
LTC in the Army. One of my sons just returned fiom Iraq at the end of March. My 
children know the importance of their heritage and of carrying on that tmditionl The 
respect my children have for tl&r country and for the military was sparked fiom our time 
at Cannon AFB. 

When our family f k t  m e  to Cannon it, was like corning home. The Clovis, 
New Mexico community welcomed our Air  Force family with open arms. The 
community bas stood byethe military troops and continues to work hand-in-hand with the 
Air Force to ensure a high stautlanj and Qurtlity of Lie for the servicemembers and their 
families. During my time a9 an Air Force spause, I remember having the opportunity to 
open our home during the holidays for Airmen who were stationed away h m  their own 
families. Hdving them in our home made our holiday more special. As we sought to 
increase the morale of these young troops, they brought joy to our family. We were not a 
rich military family. However, my husband strongly believed that if he set the example 
and took care of his troops, they would take care of each other, 

Our family traditions are just one example of the atmosphere in our local 
community. Other Air Force personnel give back to the community by volunteering 
thousands of hours each year to organizations in the surrounding communities, including 
mentoring rmd tutoring local school children, participating in city chamber activities, 
helping scouting groups, churches and 'veterans organizations. In fact, I recently 
completed my tenure as President of our Hospital Auxiliaxy. During that time, we were 
able to forge new partnerships with the base Military Treatment Facility, DECA, AAFES, 
the Family Assistance Center, and spa+ groups to better serve those living off the 
installation. 

Cannon is home to four premier fighter.squadrons: the 522ad, 523rd, 524th and 
the 428th fighter squadrons.. Currently, more than 4,000 activeduty members and 
civilians makc up the work force at Cannon Air Forcc Easc. approximately 270 officers, 
3,201 enlisted airmen and 6 14 civilian employees. 
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The total monetary impact on Clovis for fiscal year 2003 was estimated at $211.2 
rniljion. Military &d civil service civilian payroll totaled $116.2 million, contracts and 
purchase olrlc~s (expctditurc!;) totaled $53.7   nil lion, and non-civil service civilian ennual 

C on Rri Rorw Base should not be on the list for the following resons: + H , , l  
I I I I  i I 1 

C F Q ~  do not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
Thld %be h z an abuntlmce of air space and no encroachment issues. This ' provides for safer and more rqdistie training sceaarioo for pilots. 

1. O t k  I I I I. .I hhe NEW Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able 
to,~\I~r,pilols the ability to fly supersollie during training missions. This is a very 

p p  ppint, as it allows the Air Force to better train far real-life situations. 
in Eastern New Mexico provides year round tmining ability. 
bombing range is seeonds &om the end of the mway at Cannon 

pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over a y g e ,  rather than spending aU of their fuel just to get to the range, 
s p e r ,  and then returning to the base. 
5pace and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting training, 

evidenced by the recent joint training effort between C a w n  

I ample spwce/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
I eqnergency situations. 
[lip of air space and ideal flying weatha maker Cannon the perfect 
sypport future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and 
y p a f t  
won countless awards, both an ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, 
pnq SITAPT levels. 

sl$p bc twzn  Cannon Air Force Rasc and the surrounding towns such 
drtnles, New Mexico, and many others in Eastern NM and West 
ae any other instsllation in the country. 
ales, Eastern New Mexico, and West Texas (including Amarillo and 

to a large military retiree population. These people rely on 
ase for healthcare, Commissary shopping, and Exchange 

MR Activities, and more all of which were promised as retiree 
installation close by to sene our &d military. 

Cvnry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, 
around Cannon 4ir  Forcc base and GAVE them to the 

skk done to protect that air space fiom encroachment and was an 
f& the .Air Force. 

I 
~,nq*ty purchased the l q d  north of Cannon Air Force Base and 

iki 9 ,@e Ak Force for additional housing, now known ss Cbavez 
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few years, the Clovis community purchased land west of Cannon 
ack to the Air Force for the instal lation of instrument lighting on 
nway as the base. 
our community spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the 
&sonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range 

I l l  I 

I l l  I 
m say that I for one am proud to be part of the m i l i w  family and 
mnon my home. The community hss supported our family in the 
rovidc n place lor othea to raise their military families. Thank you 
ic$q my reque4 not to close Canon AFE. I wish to express my 
i$im fbr taking on the difficult task of BRAC. 
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