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August 16,2005 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The South County Chamber of Commerce respectfully opposes any closure that 
would adversely impact the safety, economy, and historical area of our region under 
the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) by removing the F-15 Fighter package at 
Lambert International Airport. 

The economic impact of losing fifty seven full time employees, and almost 400 
traditional guardsman would be a severe blow to South County. The Air Guard 
has invested over ten million dollars for capital improvements at the Jefferson 
Barracks base. Many of these improvements would have to be duplicated at Lambert 
International Airport. We believe it is in everyone's best interest to keep the Jefferson 
Barracks base open, and utilize the 135 acres for expansion by moving the Air Guard 
units from Lambert to Jefferson Barracks. 

The entire 135 acres of Jefferson Barracks are part of the Jefferson Barracks National 
Historic District. The National Historic Preservation Act requires compliance for any 
federal action . The proposed closures would vacate over 260,000 square feet of 
occupied space. These closures would do irreparable harm to the historic landscape 
of Jefferson Barracks. 

We ask that you do, not just what is best for the South County area of St. Louis, 
and the Jefferson Barracks base, but what is best for the economic, military, 
and historic impacts of our country. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Bussen, president 
South County Chamber of Commerce 
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