
The ~ohornble Donald H..Ru* 
Secretary of Defense 

I 
I 

the Base Closure and ~ e a i i p t h n t  ~ornmisdion can even consider 
making a change in your recomnzendations that would add ,military, installations for closure or 
realignment, or expand a realignment, we are requi+d by ~bcti;on 291J(d)(3) of the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, as amended, to seek an explanation from you as to why 
such actions were not included on your May 13,2005 Iist.1 A series of issues on installations on 
which we seek such explanation is enclosed. No delibehion will be intide on whether to include 
any of these instailations for further study of closure or realignment until the Co&ssion's open 
hearing of July 19,2W5. Therefore, we would greatly aprifeciate receipt of your explanation no 
later than July 18"'. I I 

In addition, we invite you or your representative t i  elabort& on th&e exphnatioas at a public 
hearing to be held in the Washtngton, D.C. area at 8:30 a.m!; on July 18,2005. 

I 
If, at the July 19 hearing, seven or more Commissioners suhort adding an installation to your list 
for considederation, at least two Commissioners will visit Cach of the in$ytations added to yaw list 
tind public hearings wiH be conducted regarding th!m,: T i l e  this i s  a requirement of law, the 
Commission's view is that such public hearings ax: not only mandatory, bdt also highly desirable. 

At the Commission's final deliberations during the leek of Augdt 22: the vote of st least seven 
I I Commissioners wig be required to effect any change in your recommendations that would close 

or realign an instiiliation that you did not: recommend for such closure or =alignment, or expand a 
realignment that you recomhended. 1 

Enclosure 

DCN: 10901



1. MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT SAN DIEGO, CA 
! 

ISSUE: 
Why was Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) San ~ i e g o ,  FA, not closed and 
consolidated with Marine Corps recruit training at MCRD Pams Island, SC? 

I 
I 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: ~ 
The Marine Corps operates two stand-alone recruit depots -- one on each coast. ' I Consolidation of all recruit training to MCRD Panis Islandgenerates training 

I I 
efficiencies, reduces excess capacity, and saves recurring y s t s  due to fence-line closure 
of MCRD San Diego, and may generate offsetting revenues due to potential commercial 
development after a DoD property transfer. Consolidating recruit training at one location 
may theoretically increase operational risks; however, the ? & a m a t  of Navy and Air 
Force have successfully implemented similar transformational options experiencing little 
or no actual risk to recruit training while maintaining a sur~e~capability. Military value 
of MCRD San Diego is lower than MCRD Pams Island partially due to encroachment 
and land constraints. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: 
None 

2. NAVAL SHIPYARD PEARL HARBOR, HI  

ISSUE: 
Why was the Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor, HI, not closed and the ship depot repair 
function realigned to Naval Shipyard Norfolk, VA; Naval Shipyard Portsmouth, ME; and 
Naval Shipyard Puget Sound, WA? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
Four naval shipyards perform depot-level ship reheling, modernization, overhaul and 
repair work. There appears to be sufficient excess capacity in1 the aggregate across the 
four shipyards to close either Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor or Naval Shipyard 
Portsmouth. Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor is less efficient th$ Naval Shipyard 
Portsmouth, according to Department of Navy data and additional savings could be found 
from reduced unit costs at the receiving shipyards because of a higher volume of work. 
Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor has low military value compared to other shipyards 
according to DoD analysis supporting the recommendation to hose Naval Shipyard 
Portsmouth. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: 
DON-23: Close Naval Shipyard Portsmouth, ME 



ISSUE: 
What considerations were given to a complete closure of Naval Air Station Bmnswick, 
ME, and what were the 'driving factors in deciding on realignment? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
Closure would appear to reduce excess capacity, may save approximately four times 
more than DoD's realignment recommendation and could open land to State or 
community development to offset economic impact. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: 
DON-1 8: Realign Naval Air Station Brunswick, ME 

4. NAVY BROADWAY COMPLEX, SAN DIEGO, CA 

ISSUE: 
Why was the Navy Broadway Complex, San Diego, CA, not considered for closure and 
realignment of existing functions to Naval Station San Diego, CA? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
Consolidating Navy activities in a more secure location at the Naval Station complex at 
32nd Street could improve security and allow for future commercial development. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATION: 
None 

5. REALIGNMENT OF NAVAL MASTER JET BASE 

ISSUE: 
What consideration was given to the realignment of the Master Jet Base located at NAS 
Oceana, VA, to Moody AFB, GA? Was movement of the assets assigned to Moody 
AFB, GA to Cannon AFB, NM, considered and if so, what were the driving 
considerations not to do so? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
Realigning the Master Jet Base at NAS Oceana, VA, to Moody AFB, GA, would appear 
to alleviate the severe encroachment which affects NAS Oceana training and operations 
as well as operations at the outlying field, Fentress OLF. Moody AFB, GA, would 
appear to have the necessary room for expansion and suffers less encroachment. Cannon 
AFB, NM, would appear to have ample space and facilities to accommodate any aircraft 
currently operating or planned for movement to Moody AFB, NM. 



AF-6: Realign Eielson AFB I !I 
i 

AF-32: Close Cannon AFB t I , I I 

r AF-35: Maintenance realignment from Shaw AFB I i 
E&T-14: Realignment of Undergraduate Pilot Training. ; 

I ------------- --- ' - - -  

6. GALENA AIRPORT FORWARD OPERATING 

ISSUE: 
Was any consideration given to merging the 
AFB, AK? Why does the United States 
current national security environment 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: I Galena is one of two FOLs in Alaska that serve as alert bask for air intercept aircraft in 
support of North American Aerospace Defense Command TORAD) missions. The 
requirement for maintaining two FOLs in Alaska may no longer be valid. The mission 
could be accomplished by maintaining one FOL and two Air Force bases in Alaska. 1 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: 
AF-6: Eielson AFB, AK; Moody AFB, GA; and Shaw 

and Elmendorf 
Air Force Base, AK 
AF-43: Ellsworth Air Force Base, SD; and Dyess Air Force Base, TX 

I 

7. POPE AIR FORCE BASE, NC 1 
ISSUE: I I What considerations drove the recommendation to realign, ?rhb close Pope AFB NC, 

under Fort Bragg, NC? Are the joint operational synergies that exist between the XVIII 
Airborne Corps and the 43* Airlift wit-1~123~ Fighter Groud Able to be replicated from 
other locations? 

I ! 
ISSUE BACKGROUND: 1 1  DoD appears to have determined that much of the benefits of pe collocation of the joint 

forces that will operate together (CAS aircraft, operational p l t$ ing  staffs) are 
outweighed by the ability to schedule support as necessary through third parties. 

I 
ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: I 

USA-8: Fort Gillem, GA 
USA-8: Fort McPherson, GA 
AF-35: Pope Air Force Base, NC, Pittsburgh International Air Reserve Station, 
PA; and Yeager Air Guard Station, WV 
H&SA-35: Create Joint Mobilization Sites 

I 
I 

I 

3 ! 
I 

I 
! 
! 

I 



8. GRAND FORKS AIR FORCE BASE, ND 

ISSUE: 
What considerations drove the recommendation to realign rather than close Grand Forks 
AFB, ND? What is the number of UAVs planned for assignment to Grand Forks AFB, 
ND, and what is the timing of the potential deployment? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
While there is no "emerging mission" programmed within the BRAC timeline (2006- 
201 l), there are indications that the Air Force is considering assigning UAVs to Grand 
Forks AFB, ND. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: 
AF-37: Grand Forks Air Force Base, ND 

9. AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

ISSUE: 
Were the Adjutants General and Governors of the States consulted in the re-allocation of 
aircraft, personnel, facilities and missions from their states? What impact does the 
realignment of the ANG have on the homeland defense and homeland security missions? 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
Many of the Air Force's recommendations address Air National Guard installations. 
While only four of these installations will completely close, many Guard installations 
will lose aircraft and personnel leaving only an "expeditionary combat support" unit 
remaining, with several states losing their entire flying missions. Many of these aircraft 
will relocate to other locations, which may negatively impact personnel recruiting and 
retention as well as State and Homeland Security missions. 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDTION: 
Various 

10. DEFENSE FINANCE ACCOUNTING SERVICE 
DFAS Buckley Annex, CO 
DFAS Columbus, OH 
DFAS Indianapolis, IN 

ISSUE: 
Why were keeping DFAS Buckley Annex, CO, DFAS Columbus, OH, and DFAS 
Indianapolis, IN, open and closing the remaining DFAS sites the only scenario 



. . 

i ' 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATION: ; ;,,i. !!, , l,1 < 

;!. 1 .' I 

HSA-37: Defense Finance & Accounting Service li;i ' : ' 
/ /  :/ , , 
/ I !  . "  

I i i  
1 1. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION , j ; 

Naval Postgraduate School Monterey, CA ; i 
, . 

Defense Language Institute Monterey, CA i ,  ! ~i 
1 I ,  

Air Force Institute of Technology Wright Patterson AFB, OH / 
, i i  

ISSUE: i / 
What consideration was given to the closure or r e a l i 4 e n t  !d$ the Air Force Institute of 
Technology at Wright Patterson AFB, OH, and the Defense Language Institute at 
Monterey, CA, with Naval Postgraduate School at ~dh(ere$, CA, to create a 
consolidated professional development education cenikr? i 

! '  

ISSUE BACKGROUND: 
\ 
I !  
I '  1 

% Consolidating the Professional Development Education currently provided by the Air 
Force Institute of Technology, the Naval ~ostgraduate'~~cho~$,/ and the Army's Defense 
Language Institute would provide significant savings and efficiencies to the Department 
of Defense by ( I )  eliminating redundant suppon struc&re fokevanced education, (2) 
reducing infrastructure; and (3) consolidating commank andlinstructional staff. 

I I 
I i 

! 1 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATIONS: , I , I 

None 
! 

12. JOINT MEDICAL COMMAND HEADQUARTERS : 1 
Navy Bureau of Medicine, Potomac Annex, DC , ' i 
Air Force Medical Command, Bolling AFB, DC I 

I 

TRICARE Management Authority, Leased Space, VA' ! 
Office of the Army Surgeon General, Leased Space, VA 

ISSUE: 
What consideration was given to establishing a Joint Medied Command Headquartas, 
through collocation of disparate Department of Defense Surgeons General, at the 
National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD? 1 

I 



, , , ' , ,' /I 

ISSUE BACKGROUND: , , ) / / I '  1 ' ~ 1 1 ,  ,I 

i, , ,>\ \ I ,  I ,  I { .II IS ! .  ,/ ' !It I' 
Such a consolidation could eliminate 166,000'~squ~relf 

1 I !  I !  I *  i,lk~/ National Capitol Region and enabli: t$e closure of 'the 1 
1l1111"'11..11; 1 li~?'I! National Naval Medical Center, MD, has a h~gher m ~ h  

I I I l i l l l l l l l : ! l~ ' ""IC'III locations. Establishing a Joint Medic41 Co,mma$dbHa 
! I  III~I,,~II! 11 rrli'lll the transformation of legacy medical infra$+cture,prc I t i  (In )I :I! . ,.,Is 

which establishes the Walter Reed National wilitaryl& 
! ,' ;]];;\I!: 81; " !,,I( 

ASSOCIATED DOD RECOMMENDATI~NS: , 'I/// 
MED-4: Walter Reed National Militah ~ e d i $ f  
TECH-5: Co-locate Extramural Research Program ,Ma 

1 , liill 
i 1 I 
1' 
I i B 

space within the 

' I  . 
! 

I i 



JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 
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The 'lonorable James H. ~i lbrey 
August 1.2005 
Page Two 

Since the Navy left Cecil Field bn September 30, 1999, the Federal government, the 
State of Florida. and the City of Jacksonville have wMked closely to improve the 
inframtrudun at Cecil Field andlto proted NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. in 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around CeciVWhitehouse, the state and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 WF's and the Joint Strike Fghter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

Approximately $133 million haslbeen invested at Cecil Field through federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eight hangars. utilities, drainage. 
and roads throughout the complex. The C i i  of Jacksonville has secured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access; road to Interstate-10 to provide Cecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this project if necessary to be 
timed with the reopening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to addre? whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

I 
A further advantaae to Cecil ~ielld is its close ~roximitv to NAS Jacksonville that offen 
access to signifi&t facilities to indude a ful$ operatibnal Naval hospital, a modern 
Commissarv and Exchanae. and manv other s u ~ ~ o r t  amenities ~resent in a Fleet 
concentration area. FamiY housing c&ld be buiit with a publidprivate initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeqt Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilies that, if located elsewhere, would have to be funded and built from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peyton haslmnducted an analysis that indicates the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS qcil Field would be about $250 million-far from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new, future Master Jet Base from scratch. 

I 
After mnsultations with the ~acdonville Airport Authority, Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that n+ssary property issues concerning current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all property to the DoD. I 
support this commitment and will Jassist the City as appropriate at the state level. We are 
prepared to work with the Secret?ry of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy to ensure 
that a Ceal Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our propdsal. I request the BRAC Commission and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF ~ditehouse to see first-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999 and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, because of the importance of this 
issue and the relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana. I request that the Commission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington. D.C. 



The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
August 1, 2005 
Page Three 

In closing, let me say that there are literally no locations in the 
where a new Navy Master Jet Base might be built today. Cec 
the eastern seaboard capable of accommodating the NAS 49 
personnel, and it offers relatively open surrounding land, close 
bombing ranges, and in-place significant infrastructure. I ude 
seriously consider this proposal on behalf of the US. taxpayer 
working with the Commission and the Navy to make this a rea 
women in uniform. 

Sincerely, 

2" 
1.' , >. ' 

!,, * , 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

of the @obernor 
I / 

THE CAPITOL 
I TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 52399.0001 
I 

JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

August 1,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission I 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

I am wn'ting in regards to the July 19,2005, vote of the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its replacement. 

I 

The recent vote by the ~or&isfon Io consider closing NAS Oceana was based on the 
Navy's well documented tespmony that NAS Oceana and its Navy Outlying Landing 
Field (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated encmachment-a widely 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAC round that made Oceana the 
only Navy Master Jet Base tor the Atlantic Fleet's Carrier based aviation force. 
Exacerbating matters, sevel;e encroachment has impacted flight operations around NAS 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the point that our nation's naval aviators have had to 
adjust their flight training such that their flight profiles at Oceanaffentress no longer 
replicate those flown for aircraft carrier approaches. The serious and increasing 
encroachment at OceanalFentress has also resulted in the Navy's Court-aborted 
attempt to spend more than $300 million for a new NOLF in North Carolina. 

18 a result d these reallties and the Commission3 subsequent vote regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in N w  Orleans, the Jacksonville community, 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and 1 request that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know, NAS Cecil Field was the 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about 50 years until it was closed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy airfield capacity in the days when the 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rico training areas and properties around Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach upon those bases and the~r 
missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearing, Mayor Peyton of Jacksonville and I have conducted 
significant research and discdtssions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
Commlssion. We firmly believe Cecil Field is the best alternative available for the U.S. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 



OTTED 

m e  Honorable James V. Hansen 
August 1.2005 
Page Two 

Since the Navy left Cecil Flekl on September 30, 1999, the Federal government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jacksonville have worked closely to improve the 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. In 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around CeciliWhitehouse, the State and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 UF's and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

Approximately $133 million has been invested at Cecil Field through federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eight hangars, utilities, drainage, 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville has secured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate10 to provide Cecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this project if necessary to be 
timed with the reopening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

A further advantage to Cecil Field b its close proximity to NAS Jadtsonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational Naval hospital, a modem 
Commissary and Exchange. and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built with a publiclprivate initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that. i f  located elsewhere, would have to be funded and built from the ground up 
at great cost Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysis that indicates the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about $250 million-far from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new, future Master Jet Base from scratch. 

After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAG Commission that necessary property issues concerning current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all property to the DoD. 1 
support this commitment and will assist the City as appropriate at the state level. We are 
prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Feld Master Jet Ease would be able to condud continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our proposal, I request the BRAC Commission and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see first-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Fleld in 1999 and the relatively 
spame encroachment since that date. Additionally. because of the importance of this 
issue and the relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana, I request that the Commission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington, D.C. 



' I  
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The Honorable James V. Hansen 
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In dosing, let me say that m&e are literally no locations; i?lth$,ea+ United States 
where a new Navy Master Jel Base might be built today!!ll~e$~'~ield is the last site on 
the eastern seaboard capable of accommodating the ~ ~ s @ % a n a  mission and 
personnel. and it offers relat~vely open somunding land,"dqse~training airspace and 
bombing ranges. and in-place significant infrastructure! 1 I grg$/fhel~mmission to 
seriously consider this proposal on behalf of me U.S. taxqaq,? and look forward to 
working with the ~ornrnissionand the Navy to make this for our men and 
women in uniform. 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

August 1.2005 

The Honorable Philip Ccyle 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

PAGE 02/04 

I am writing in regards to the July 19, 2005, vote of the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for ClOSUre, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its replacement. 

The recent vote by the Commission to consider closing NAS Oceana was based on the 
Navy's well documented testimony that NAS Oceana and its Navy Outlying Landing 
Field (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated encroachrnent-a widely 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAC round that made Oceana the 
0 ~ l y  Navy Master Jet Base for the Atlantic Fleet's Carrier based aviation force. 
Exacerbating matters, severe encroachment has impacted flight operations around NAS 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the point that our nation's naval aviators have had to 
adjust their flight training such that their flight profiles at Oceana/Fentress no longer 
replicate those flown for aircraff carrier approaches. The serious and increasing 
encroachment at OceanaFentress has also resulted in the Navy's court-aborted 
attempt to spend more than $100 million for a new NOLF in North Carolina. 

As a result of these realities and the Commission's subsequent vole regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New Orleans, the Jacksonville COmmUnitY, 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and I request that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know. NAS Cecil F i l d  was the 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about 50 years until it was closed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy airfield capacity in the days when the 
Navy still had Vieques a m  the Puerto Rico training areas and properties around Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach upon those bases and their 
missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearSng. Mayor Peyton of Jacksonville and I have conducted 
significant research and discussions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
Commission. We firmly believe Cecil Field is the best alternative available for the US. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 

IEA MDIIOL I E A  IIC HEW 
l-noo.a2~-m4 

- 



OTTED 

- 
PAGE 9 3 / 0 4  

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
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Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30, 1999, the Federal government, the 
State of Florida. and the City of Jacksonville haw worked closely to improve the 
infastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. In 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around CecilMlhitehouse, the state and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 UF's and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

Approximately $133 million has been invested at Cecil Field through federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the m t r o l  tower, eight hangars, utilities, drainage, 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville has secured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate-10 to provide CecR Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this project i f  necessary to be 
timed with the reapening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

A further advantage to Cecil Field is its dose proximity to NAS Jacksonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to indude a fully operatlonal Naval hospital, a modem 
Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built wlth a publidprivate initiative. which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that. if located elsewhere, would have to be funded and built from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysis that indicates the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about $250 milliondar from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new. Mure Master Jet Base from scratch. 

After ~Onsultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that necessary property issues concerning current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all property to the DoD. I 
support this cammitment and will assist the C i  as appropriate at the state level. We are 
prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our proposal. I request the BRAC Commission and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see first-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999 and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, because of the importance of this 
issue and the relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana, I request that the Commission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington, D.C. 



The Honorable Philip Coyle 
August 1.2005 
Page Three 

I 1  
In closing. let me say that here a n  literally no locationh th~$sstern United States 
where a new Navy Master Jet Base might be built toda$ Cecil, Field is the last site on 
the eastern seaboard capable of accommodating the NAS Oyana mission and 
personnel, and it offers relatively open surrounding land, closeltraining airspace and 
bombing ranges, and in-pla? significant infrastructure. I urge$he Commission to 
seriously consider this proposal on behaK of the US. taxpayen and look forward to 
working with the Commission and the Navy to make this a reality for our men and 
warnen in uniform. 

Sincerety. 
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~eceived 
August 1,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF (Ret) 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Newton: 

I am writing in regards to the July 19, 2005, vote of the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as ita replacement. 

The recent vote by the Commission to consider closina NAS Oceana was based on the 
Navy's well documented testimony that NAS Oceana and its Navy Outlying Landing 
Field (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated encroachment--a widely 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAC round that made Oceana ihe 
only Navy Master Jet Base for the Atlantic Fleet's Carrier based aviation force. 
Exacerbating matters, severe encroachment has impacted flight operations around NAS 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the point that our nation's naval aviators have had to 
adjust their flight training such that their flight profiles at OceanalFentress no longer 
replicate those flown for aircraft carrier approaches. The serious and increasing 
encroachment at OceanalFentress has also resulted in the Na@s Court-aborted 
att€!mpt to spend more than $100 m i l h  for a new NOLF in N~r th  Carolina. 

As a result of these realities and the Commission's subsequent vote regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New Orleans, the Jacksonville community, 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and I request that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know, NAS Cecil Field was the 
Navfs only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about SO years until it was dosed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Naw aifield cmacitv in the davs when the 
Navy still had Meques and the Puerto Rico bdining areasandpr~~ertieiaround Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach umn those bases and their 
missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearlng. Mayor Peyton of Jacksonville and I have conducted 
significant research and discussions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
Commission. We firmly believe Cecil Field is the best alternative available for the U.S. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 



Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30, 1999, government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jacksonville 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around Ceuj&#itehouse, the state and 
Citv will commit to stemmino future encroachment so that thel~ceana ex~erience is not ' I I l l  I 1111 Ill 
repeated and so the Navy be assured of ~~ t i ona l ( y i , ~g l i ~J i c  traini& when the 
FIA-18 EIF's and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operabng from these facilities. 

I 11111 I I 1 ;I/ 
I ii11I'. i l ~ ~ , , ~ i ~ ~  

Approximately $133 mlllion has been invested at Cecil ~ie\d(tJ$oigh federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eigpt;llpagars, utilities, drainage, 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jackson\(ill~, Gas ,secured $1 30 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate-10 to pro$cie/l~ecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating thislprojeqt if necessary to be 
timed with the re-opening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also !r#areh to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the&atael can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all;p&f involved. 1 ~l~li/ill~~llll~ 
A further advantage to CecilField is its close proximity to NfiSIl$acksonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational ~avall/hospital, a modem 

I ll:~v lllll I I Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amentt,s,lgresent in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built with a put#&$vate initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region nexl year. pese are all support 
facilities that, if located elsewhere, would have to be funde!,anfiIbuilt from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peytytm has conducted an analysis thatlm*pes the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about $2~i/pilllon-far from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new. future ~ a s i 8 b e t ~ a s e  from scratch. 

I !Illli IIIIIII I """" l l i "  After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that necessary property issues cc$cer$jng current tenants at 
Cecil field can be resolved to permit cornolete turnover afiall/orotertv to the DoD. I 

I 711/rl l l l r l  ' ~UPJXXI this commtment and ;/ill assist thk City as approqr~a$]lft ,me state level. We are 
prepared to work \with the Secretary of Defense and the Sec$tp of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, trainmg, and other required military activiti&. 

I Ill1 I/ I ' I  I 
I l l 8  pmrnission Ill ,,!I 

and its analysts To responsibly consider our pmposal. I request me BRI\cIc,~!,  I 

visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitenouse to see first-hand the][slgnifiwnt improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field iy ;1999land the relatively 

I! !I1 " q "  1, I sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, becauselofIphe importance of this 
issue and the relative dire.consequences of not directing alre&ilacement for NAS 
Oceana, I request that the Commission receive an official p&dktation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington, D.C. I 1 ! 1~1 I I 

. .  , ,  



General Lloyd W. Newton 
August 1,2005 
Page Three 

1 I In dosing, let me say that there are literally no locatiotls,ir 
where a new Navy Master Jet Base might be built today. / 
the eastern seaboard capable of accommodating the NF 
personnel, and it offers relatively open sumunding land! :I 
bombing ranges. and in-place significant infrastructure./ /Il 
seriously consider this proposal on behalf of the U.S. ta,q 
working with the Commission and the Navy to make this I 
women in uniform. ! 

eb Bush 1 

' I  . 
dern Un~ted States 
aldiis the last site on 
a/ ~ission and 
iniag airspace and 
Commission to 

I$ l\pk forward to 
br our men and 



JEB BUSH 
OOVERNOR 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.. USN (Ret) 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street. Suite 600 I AUG ii t hu3 

Arlington, VA 22202 1 ! 
I /: 

Received 

Dear Admiral Gehman: ' 1  i I 1 1 
i i ~ l \ l l l :  11 

I am vm'ting in regards to the July 19, 2005, vote of the Bass ~ealigqment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for, closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its replacement ii 11 11 
The recent vote by the Commission to consider doping war based on the 
Navy's well documented testimony that NAS Oceana 
Field (NOLF) 

only Navy Master Jet Base far the Atlantic 
Exacerbating matters, severe 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress 
adjust their flight training 
replicate those flown for 
encroachment at 
attempt to spend 

I I l h l l i  I ?  
As a result of these realities and the Commission's subsepuent~~qte:parding I[l 8 I 8 '  ~I NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New ~rleans,/:thej 
Florida's Congressional Delegation. and I request h a t  f o r ~ p e r ~ ~ l i ~  
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know, ' , 

~a~kso$$lle'dommunity, 
Cecil Field be 

NAS Cecil Field was the 
1 I II I ,  I1 Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about150!.years uH(l it vks  closed in 

1999. That dosue resulted from excess Navy airfield &atit$ I l l l u ~ ~ l  i?th&ys .Il hhen the 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rim training areas and properties around Oceana ,, 4 8 1. and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach u'ponqose~ases and their 
missions. , / 

/ j  Since the New Orleans hearing. Mayor Peyton of ~acksonvillk 

/ I;" 
I , / :  

Sn'd I h&e conducted 
significant research and discussions in support of our pro&tsklib'the' BRAC 
commission. We finnly believe Cedl Field is the best altemaiiviil'avaiibBle for the US. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS ~ & a n a  clbsure. [ a , ,  1 '  
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Admiral Harold W. Gehman. Jr. 
August 1,2005 
Page Two 

Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30, 1999, the Federal government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jadtsonville have worked closely to improve the 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. In 
addilion to the relatively minor encroachment around CecilMlhitehouse, the state and 
City will commit b stemming future encroachment so that the Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 U F s  and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

Approximately $1 33 million has been invested at Cecil Field through federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eight hangars, utilities. drainage. 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville has secured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate-10 to provide Cecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this project if necessary to be 
timed with the reopening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislat~lre to address whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

A further advantage to Cecil Field is its close proximity to NAS Jacksonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational Naval hospital, a modem 
Commissary and Exchange. and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built with a publidprivate initiative, which is 
already planned for tne Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that, if located elsewhere, would have to be funded and built from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysis that indicates the necessary 
infmstnJ~ture to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about 8250 million-far from We 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new, future Master Jet Base from suatch. 

After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that necessary property issues concerning current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to perm# complete turnover of all property to the DoD. I 
support this commitment and will assist the City as appropriate at the state level. We are 
prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous. unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our proposal. I request the BRAC Commission and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see first-hand the significant impKwements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999 and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, because of the importance of this 
issue and the relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana. I request that the Commission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington. D.C. 



Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
August 1,2005 
Page Three 

t 

In closing, let me say 
where a new Navy Master Jet 
the eastern seaboard capable 
personnel, and it offers 
bombing ranges, and 
seriously consider this proposal on 
working with the Commission and , women in uniform. 

Sincerely, 
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General James T. Hill, USA (Ret) 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Hill: 

AUG 0 1 2M5 
Rece~vw 

I am writing in regards to the July 19, 2005. vote of the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its replacement. 

The recent vote Dv the Commission to consider closina NAS Oceana was based on the 
Navy's well docur;lented testimony that NAS Oceana and its Navy Outlying Landing 
Field (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated encroachment-a widely 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAC round that made Oceana the 
only Navy Master Jet Base for the Atlantic Fleet's Carrier based aviation force. 
Exacerbating matters, severe encroachment has impacted flight operationsaround NAS 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the point that our nation's naval aviators have had to 
adjust their flight training such that their flight profiles at OceanaFentress no longer 
replicate those flown for aircrafl carrier approaches. The serious and increasing 
encroachment at Oceana/Fentress has also resulted in the Navy's Court-aborted 
attempt to spend more than $100 million for a new NOLF in North Carolina. 

As aresult of these realities and the Commission's subsequent vote regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New Orleans, the Jacksonville community. 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and I request that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know, NAS Cecil Field was the 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about 50 years until it was closed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy airfield capacity in the days when the 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rico training areas and properties around Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach upon those bases and their 
missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearina. Mavor Pevton of Jacksonville and I have conducted ". . 
significant research and discussions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
commission. We firmly belleve Cecil Field is the best altemalive available for the US. 
Navy's East Coast ~ & t e r  Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 



I 
1 I 

1 I ) \  
Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30, 1999, the Fede,ral government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jacksonville have worked closely to improve tne 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. In 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around Cea'l/jhitehouse, the state and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the Opana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realis$c training when the 
FIA-18 UF's and the Joint Strike Flghter aircraft are operating Tom these facilities. 

I 11'1 
Approxhnately $133 million has been invested at Cecil Field, t h r o ~ h  federal, state. and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower. eight hangars, utilities, drainage, 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville hassecured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate10 to proydeI~ecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this yroje$ if necessary to be 
timed with the re-opening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepareld to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the statecan provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

1 1 1  A further advantage to Cecil Field is its close proxim~ty to N+S Ja,&sonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational ~avalllpospital, a modem 
Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built wlth a publiclqfite initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that, if located elsewhere, would have to be fundedfandlbuilt from the ground up 
at great cost Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysis thatlindi@tes the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about $250 million-far from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to budd a new, future Master from scratch. 

1 I 
After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. &yor~eyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that necessary property issues concen$ng current tWIantS at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all proqem/ to the DoD. I 
Support this commitment and will assist the City as appropriate %!,the state level. We are 
prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secpry,of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our proposal. I request the ~ ~ ~ c d m n l i / s i o n  and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see first-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, because pf the importance of this 
issue and me relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana, I request that the Commission receive an ofncial presenption on the Cecil Field 
alternative st the August 10 hearing in Washington. D.C. I 



General James T. Hill 
August 1.2005 
Page Three ; $ 4  '. i k ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  I , 1 4 #  
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In dosing. let me say that there are literally no locations qthe 
where a new Navy Master Jet Base might bebuilt t+a$./j/:@il q j  I ,+.!( . Ill, 
the eattern seaboard capable of accommodating the N&S~%? 
personnel, and it offers relatively open surrounding land![clos~ . , Illilllll I 1 bombing ranges. and in-place significant infrastnrcture. / li/urgef 
seriously consider this proposal on behalf of the U.S. ta$&i#s , I , ,  li,"l, .'A working with the Commission and the Navy to make this a real11 
women in uniform. I I ! ; !'!,'.[]I; 1~ 
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BRAC Commission I 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 ' $ 1  

Arlington, VA 22202 I 

1 

Dear General Turner: 
i , , , ,  

I ' i t  

I am writing in regards to the July 19,2005, vote and Closure 
(BRAC) Cornrnisslon to consider Naval Air Station closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its re~lacement. 

The recent vote by the Commission to consider closing N ~ S  was baaed on the 
Navy's well documented testimony that NAS Oceana andliits 
Field (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAC 
only Navy Master Jet Base for 
Exacerbating matters, severe encroachment has 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the point that our 
adjust their flight training such that their night 
replicate those flown for aircraft carrier 
encroachment at 
attempt to spend more than $100 

1 I I1 1 1  As a result of these realities and the Commission's subsequent jote regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New Odeans, thel~a+sonville community, 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and I request that f o ~ e r  ~ a s l ~ e c i l  Field be r considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know, N;4S; Cecil Field was the 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about 50 years until it was dosed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy airfield capacity In the days when the 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rico training areas and, properties amund Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach upon those/ bases and their 
missions. I 

I / I 
Since the New Orleans hearing. Mayor Peyton of ~adtsonville/ and I have conducted 
significant research and discussions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
Commission. We firmly believe Cecil F~eld is the best alternativdaqilable for the U.S. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 



Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
August 1.2005 
Page Two 

I 
Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30. 1999, thetfederal government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jacksonville have worked closely to Improve the 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from, encroachment. In 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around CecilMlhitehpuse, the state and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the!Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 W s  and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

I 
Approximately $133 milfion has been invested at Cecil Field through federal, stale, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eight bangars, utilities, drainage, 
and mads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville has ?cured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate10 to provide Cecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. 1 will commit to accelerating this project if necessary to be 
timed with the reopening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this proposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties /nvolved. 

A further advantage to Cecil Field is its close proximity to NAS: ~a$sonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational Naval hospital, a modern 
Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amenities pre;sent in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family houslng could be built with a publiclpriiate initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that, if located elsewhere, would have to be funded arid built from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysts that'inhicates the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cedl Field would be about $250 milbowfar from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new, future Master ?el Base from scratch. 

' i  After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. ~ a y &  Peyton has committed 
to the BRAG Commission mat necessary property issues oonyrnin$ current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all propep to the DoD. I 
support this commitment and will assist the Ctly as appropriafe/at the state levei. We are 
prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secrety of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct continuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. I 
To responsibly consider our proposal, I request the BRAC Comrnlssion and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see fist-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999 and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionallv. because of the imoartance af this 

I r - - -  - - issue and the relative dire consequences of not diecling a replacement for NAS 
Oceana, I request that the Commission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing in Washington, D.C. 



Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
August 1.2005 
Page Three 

/I In closing, let me say that there am literally no locations in theleastern United States 
where a new Navy Master Jet Base might be built today. / Cecil field is the last site on 
the eastern seaboard capable of accommodating the NAS Oceana mission and 
personnel, and R offers relatively open surrounding land. close: tbining airspace and 
bombing ranges, and irkplace significant infrastrudure. llurge/tQe Commission to 
seriously conslder this proposal on behalf of the U S  taxpayers and look forward to 
working with the Commission and the Navy to make this a reality for our men and 
women in ~lniform. a 
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The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear ~ o r n i n i s s i o n e r w  5~ 5 
I am writing in rega&s to the July 19,2005, vote of the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana for closure, and to 
emphasize the State of Florida's overwhelming support that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as its replacement. 

The recent vote by the Commission to consider closing NAS Oceana was based on the 
Navy's well documented testimony that NAS Oceana and its Navy Outlying Landing 
F i l d  (NOLF) Fentress have suffered serious and unabated encroachment4 widely 
known situation that has worsened since the 1993 BRAG round that made Oceana the 
only Naw Master Jet Base for the Atlantic Fleet's Carrier based aviation force. 
Gcerbating matters, severe encroachment has impacted flight operations around NAS 
Oceana and NOLF Fentress to the ~o in t  that our nation's naval aviators have had to 
adjust their flight training such that iheir flight profiles at Oceana/Fentress no longer 
replicate those flown for aircrafi carrier approaches. The serious and increasing 
encroachment at OceanalFentress has also resulted in the Navy's Court-aborted 
attempt (o spend more than $100 million for a new NOLF in North Carolina. 

As a result of these realities and the Commission's subsequent vote regarding NAS 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC Hearing in New Orleans, the Jacksonville community, 
Florida's Congressional Delegation, and I request that former NAS Cecil Field be 
considered as a replacement for NAS Oceana. As you know. NAS Cecil Field was the 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet Base for about 50 years until it was closed in 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy airfield capacity in the days when the 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rico training areas and properties around Oceana 
and Fentress were less developed and did not encroach upon those bases and their 
missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearing, Mayor Peyton of Jacksonville and 1 have conducted 
significant research and discussions in support of our proposal to the BRAC 
Commission. We firmly believe Cecil Field is the best alternative available for the U.S. 
Navy's East Coast Master Jet Base in the advent of a NAS Oceana closure. 



The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
August 1,2005 
Page Two 

Since the Navy left Cecil Field on September 30. 1999, the Federal government, the 
State of Florida, and the City of Jacksonville have worked closely to improve the 
infrastructure at Cecil Field and to protect NOLF Whitehouse from encroachment. In 
addition to the relatively minor encroachment around CecilMlhitehouse, the state and 
City will commit to stemming future encroachment so that the Oceana experience is not 
repeated and so the Navy can be assured of operationally realistic training when the 
FIA-18 WF's and the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft are operating from these facilities. 

Approximately $133 million has been invested at Cecil Field through federal, state, and 
local grants since 1999 to upgrade the control tower, eight hangars, utilities, drainage, 
and roads throughout the complex. The City of Jacksonville has secured $130 million in 
funding for a high-speed access road to Interstate40 to provide Cecil Field with 
outstanding accessibility. I will commit to accelerating this projea if necessary to be 
timed with the reopening of NAS Cecil Field. I am also prepared to work intimately with 
the Florida Legislature to address whatever assistance the state can provide to ensure 
this pmposal is operationally and financially feasible for all parties involved. 

A further advantage to Cecil F~eld is its close proximity to NAS Jacksonville that offers 
access to significant facilities to include a fully operational Naval hospital, a modern 
Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. Family housing could be built with a publidprivate initiative, which is 
already planned for the Southeast Navy Region next year. These are all support 
facilities that, if located elsewhere, would have to be funded and built from the ground up 
at great cost. Mayor Peyton has conducted an analysis that indicates the necessary 
infrastructure to complete NAS Cecil Field would be about $250 million-far from the 
billion dollar estimates projected to build a new, future Master Jet Base from scratch. 

After consultations with the Jacksonville Airport Authority. Mayor Peyton has committed 
to the BRAC Commission that necessary property issues concerning current tenants at 
Cecil Field can be resolved to permit complete turnover of all property to the DoD. I 
support this commitment and will assist the City as appropriate at the state level. We are 
Prepared to work with the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy to ensure 
that a Cecil Field Master Jet Base would be able to conduct mntinuous, unencumbered 
flight operations, training, and other required military activities. 

To responsibly consider our proposal, I request the BRAC Commission and its analysts 
visit Cecil Field and the NOLF Whitehouse to see first-hand the significant improvements 
made by the state and city since the Navy left Cecil Field in 1999 and the relatively 
sparse encroachment since that date. Additionally, because of the importance of this 
issue and the relative dire consequences of not directing a replacement for NAS 
Oceana. I request that the Comnission receive an official presentation on the Cecil Field 
alternative at the August 10 hearing In Washington. D.C. 
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The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
August 1.2005 
Page Three 

In closing, let me 
where a new 
the eastern seaboard capable 
personnel, and it offers 
bombing ranges, and 
seriously consider 
wrking with the Commission and 
women in uniform. 



JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Anthony J Principi 
Chairman 
BRAG Commission 
2521 South Clark Street. Sui!e 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 
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Dear Cha~rman Principi: ' 'Iii I /  I ,r !i,l1, 
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I am wr~ting in regards lo the July 19. 2005. vote of the ~as~~~ .$n rne f? t  and Closure 
(BRAC) Commission to consider Naval Air Station (NAS) 0cea;a~~or closure, and to 
emphas~ze the State of Florida's overwhelmmg su?Potl thatl[forner NAS Cecll Fleld be 
considered as 11s replacerrent. I ? I  I 

adjust their flight training such that 
replicate those flown f9r aircraft carrier 

As a result d there realities and 
Oceana on July 22 at the BRAC 
Florida's Cmgressi6nal Delegation. 
considered as a replacement for NAS 
Navy's only other Atlantic Fleet Master Jet 
1999. That closure resulted from excess Navy 
Navy still had Vieques and the Puerto Rico training 
Oceana and Fentress were less developed and did 
their missions. 

Since the New Orleans hearing. Mayor Peyion of 
significant research and d~scussions in support of 
Cornmission. We fitmly believe Cecd Field is the 
Navy's Eas! Coast Master Jet Base in the advent 









































Frank Cirillo -. z 

? Dinxtor 
Review & Analysis 








































































































