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TALKING POINTS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE  SUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

While community impact is taken into account, the purpose of this round 
of BRAC is focus on national defense in order to strengthen and enable 
our troops to perform their task of keeping the United States secure. 
Military value will, by far, outweigh any other consideration. 

As DoD creates the strategy to best prepare our forces to face changing 
global threats, the Commission was created to ensure an unbiased and 
impartial body reviews those DoD recommendations and, considering all 
critical contributing factors, base its final decision primarily on the 
military value of the installation. 

While the strategy to meet modem global threats is under the purview of 
DoD, the task of the Comlnission is to ensure that DoD has made its 
suggestions according to law, and that all pertinent factors have been take1 
into account. 

The Congress established the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission (BRAC) to perform an independent evaluation of the 
suggestions made by the Department of Defense (DoD) to close or realign 
various bases across the country. The Commission will follow a process 
set out by law, and while considering all critical contributing factors, will 
base its final decision almost entirely upon military value 

The Commission will perform an independent evaluation, through an open 
and transparent process which has been prescribed by law, placing a 
priority on military value. 



ISSUE BOOK: NATIONAL CORE ISSUES 

TALKING POINTS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

11. VERIFICATION OF THE BRAC COMMISSIONS 
A-POLITICAL NATURE 

The process followed by the BRAC Commission has been distinctly outlined 
by law; All commissioners are legally bound to render unbiased and 
impartial recommendations. The commissioners also represent a cross- 
section of both political parties as well as representing the various branches 
of the armed services, defense community professionals and former 
legislators. 

The Commission is completely non-political and non-partisan in nature, as 
the Commissioners were appointed by the President and key 
Congressional leaders from both parties. The staff was hired solely based 
upon the individual's competency and availability. 

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) Commission 
was created to be and exists as an unbiased, non-partisan and non-political 
independent federal entity. The commissioners represent a cross section 
of both political parties as well as representing the various branches of the 
armed services, defense community professionals and former legislators. 

The process followed by the BRAC Commission has been distinctly 
outlined by law. The Commission is following what is prescribed by 
statute in its determination of which factors to take into account. 

The purpose of the Commission is to ensure that DoD reviewed all the 
legally-necessary components in the formulation of its suggestions to 
close or realign a military installation. 

The only considerations the Commission is authorized to take into account 
when making decisions are those set forth by the statue and specific 
criteria contained in the original and subsequent federal BRAC acts. 

The Commission is completely transparent, and by law all documents, 
with the exception of those sensitive to national security, are and will be 
made available for public access through both the website and the BRAC 
library. 

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) Commission is 
an independent, non-partisan, and non-political entity, established by 
Congress for the purpose of evaluating the Department of Defense's 
(DoD) suggestions of bases for closure or realignment. 



ISSUE BOOK: NATIONAL CORE ISSUES 

TALKING POINTS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

111. ECONOMIC C O N C E R N S  AND JOB L O S S  

While military value must be the primary consideration, the Commission 
understands the human impact that its suggestions, if enacted, may have on 
communities and local economies and has been and will continue to work 
diligently to ensure all factors and implications have been fully analyzed and 
taken into account before this commission creates its recommendations. 

The Commission is completely transparent, and all documents, with the 
exception of those sensitive to national security, are and will be made 
available for public access through both the website and the BRAC 
library. 

and will take the economic, environmental, and other effects into account 
in its analysis of the recommendations put forth by DoD. 

Community input is encouraged through the regional hearings and 
documentation provided by the public of facts that may have been 
overlooked by DoD in its legally-outlined, decision-making process an 
important part of the Commission's decision-making process. 

The Commission recognizes the unique relationship that has developed 
between the residents of the base and the neighboring communities over 
the past two-centuries. The Commission certainly recognizes the value of 
the base both economically in the region and as a stalwart of our nation's 
defense infrastructure. These factors will be considered in the final 
decision-making process. 

While the commission is obligated to look first to military value, the 
opinions, views and involvement of the local and national public is 
welcomed and encouraged in order to gain both a deeper perspective and 
broader insight into community and national concerns. 
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TALKMG POINTS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

IV. TAG AND LEGAL CONCERNS 

The commission welcomes the opportunity to evaluate, discuss and resolve 
this critical issue. We are taking great care to ensure the integrity of our 
recommendations on this issue by taking the appropriate time required to 
consult our own legal staff, speak with concerned officials and seek outside 
legal guidance before providing the attorney general with our position. 

We look forward to providing the attorney general with out position, 
however due to the critical nature of this issue, we are taking all necessary 
time for deliberation and contemplation before rendering any position. 

The BRAC commission is an independent federal commission and as such 
retains strict autonomy in defining its position. However we welcome the 
input and opinions of the Adjucate Generals, Governors and independent 
legal councils as a source of information and opinion. 

Concerning the Daniel Cowhig Memorandum 

The memo is an internal working document-a starting point for 
discussion. 

0 The Commissioners have NOT deliberated on it. 

The views expressed in the memo are those of the author and NOT of the 
Commission. 

The Commission has requested that the Department of Justice provide the 
Commission a legal opinion on the issue of the authorities of the 
Department of Defense and those of Governors on the Air National Guard. 
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TALK~NG POINTS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

IV (ADDENDUM) DOJ LEGAL O P I N I O N  O N  T H E  ANG ISSUE 

1. The Commission has requested and received a legal opinion from the Department 
of Justice (DOJ). 
-- In preparing its response DOJ requested that Commission first provide some views 
that it  could consider prior to preparing a legal opinion. The Commission's Office of 
General Counsel forwarded several views for DOJ's consideration. 
-- Those views included commission discussion papers and an independent legal opinion 
from Wiley, Rein and Fielding. 
-- The Commission has not adopted any of the views as yet put forth at this time. 

2. The documents provided by BRAC to DOJ represent independent views of our 
general counsel and outside counsel and do not represent BRAC's official position 
on the Air National Guard issue 
-- These documents are not a product of deliberation by commission members and 
accordingly do not necessarily represent their views or those of the commission. 
-- The Commission's Office of General Counsel discussion papers are intended to inform 
the commissioners of the issues concerned. 

w 3. While the Commission appreciates and respects the views provided by DOJ in its 
opinion, it does not regard it as binding. 
-- The Commission is an independent body and as such, it is not bound by the DOJ 
opinion. 
-- The Commission regards the opinion as advisory in nature, and it is one viewpoint of 
many. 
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TALKING POINTS REGAKDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

V. RECUSALS: 

The actions of any commissioner in limiting their participation in certain 
Commission actions reflect the importance they place on their personal integrity 
and the public trust. Their actions can only serve to enhance the reality and 
perception of the Commission as independent, open, and honest. 

As for the potential for a negative impact, the ADDS Hearing held on July 
191h is evident to the fact that these recusals have not adversely affected the 
voting process or outcome, quite the converse they have strengthened and 
validated it 

VI. L E ~ E R  FROM SENATOR ENSIGN: (AS OF 8/9/05) 

In regards to the letter from Senator Ensign, we have received the letter and after 
careful review have provided an appropriate response demonstrating our 
willingness to cooperate and recognizing the authority of the Senators authority in 
the oversight of the BRAC commission process. Both are currently available on our 
website. 

The BRAC commission has made an unprecedented effort to ensure transparency 
and to be receptive by every possible means to the public, community groups and 
the Congress. In this regard, we welcome Senator Ensigns inquiry with an 
attitude of full cooperation. 

0 This commission welcomes this oversight review and has gone to great lengths to 
remain open and transparent. We have been guided by a well grounded 
understanding of the law and enhanced by interaction with Senator Ensigns staff. 
After discussing the matter with Senator Ensign and his staff, both parties agreed 
this is a time for the commission to be focusing their efforts on the primary task of 
preparing the commissions recommendations to the President. The issue brought 
up in Senator Ensigns letter, however, remains a priority and will be revisited 
after the commission finalizes its recommendations September 81h. 
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ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

National Defense 

Q1. Many of the DoD BRAC recommendations have serious Homeland 
DefenselHomeland Security implications. Will the Commission evaluate the 
HLDIHLS implications of these recommendations? 

A l .  The Commission will review the HLDIHLS concerns expressed regarding these 
recommendations. Central to the evaluation process is the concept of military value. 
Military value is determined through three primary criteria-Jointness, ease of 
mobility, and an installation's role in the changing global threat paradigm. As such, 
the HLSIHLD implications of the BRAC recommendations are of paramount 
importance in the Commission's evaluation of DoD's proposals 

Issues of Recusal 

42 .  Will the Chairman please comment on the issues of recusal currently facing the 
Commission? Willthese issues of recusal negatively impact the Commission's 
vote on certain installations? 

A2. The actions of Commissioners Bilbray, Coyle, Gehman, and Hansen in limiting their 
participation in certain Commission actions reflect the importance they place on their 
personal integrity and the public trust. Their actions can only serve to enhance the 
reality and perception of the Commission as independent, open, and honest. As for a 
negative impact, the ADDS Hearing held on July 1 9 ' ~  is evident to the fact that these 
recusals have not affected the voting process or outcome. 

DoJ legal opinion on ANG issue (as of 8/Z Z/2OO5) 

Q3. Has the Commission received DOJ's legal opinion? 
A3. Yes. 

43 .  I understand that the Commission has forwarded discussion papers from its 
general counsel and an opinion from Wiley, Rein and Fielding to DOJ for 
consideration. Why? Are they in agreement? 
A3. DOJ requested that Commission provide some views that it could consider in 
preparing its own legal opinion. The Commission forwarded several views for 
consideration. The Commission has not adopted any particular view at this time. 

Q4. If the Commission has not adopted any of these views, does it then regard the 
DOJ  opinion as binding on the Commission. 
A4. The Commission is an independent body. As such, it is not bound by the DOJ 

w opinion. The Commission regards the opinion as advisory in nature. 



ISSUE BOOK: CORE NATIONAL ISSUES 
ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING NAT~ONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

Q5. What are the documents sent to DOJ from your counsel's office if the 
Commission has not established an opinion? 
A5. These papers are not the product of deliberation by the Base Closure and 
Realignment (BRAC) Commission members and accordingly do not necessarily 
represent their views or those of the Commission. Rather the documents are the 
independent views of our general counsel and an independent counsel. 

Q6. Has the Commission made these documents public? Will they make them 
public? 
A6. At present these are internal working documents. We will work to make these 
documents available to the public over the next few weeks. 

Q7. Isn't the Commission placing itself at risk of a law suit if it acts on DoD 
recommendations that may close ANG facilities? 
A7. The Commission has not made any ANG recommendations yet. It has been directed 
by law, the Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 as amended, to determine whether 
the Secretary of Defense has substantially deviated or not in each of his recommendations 
from the force structure plan and the criteria established in the BRAC law. That is how 
the Commission intends to proceed. 

'w Q8. What is the name of the Iaw firm that provided independent counsel on this 
issue? 
A8. Wiley, Rein and Fielding. 

Q9. What did it cost the Commission for the opinion? 
A9. We have not received a bill. The final amount due to the law firm has yet to be 
determined and will be made available for public review on our website. 

National Guard-Legal Issues 

Q10. Is Mr. Cowhig's memorandum the official position of the BRAC Commission? 
A10. No. Mr. Cowhig's memorandum is an expression of legal ovinion. As such, the 

memorandum is an internal working document that will serve as an impetus for 
deliberation amongst the Commissioners. 
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ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

Q l l .  Have there ever been similar challenges to BRAC recommendations in the 
previous four rounds-1988,1991,1993, and 1995? And if so, have those 
challenges set a precedence that would influence the current lawsuits being 
filed by various states? 

A l l .  The Commission has requested that the Department of Justice provide the 
Commission a legal opinion on the issue of the authorities of the Department of 
Defense and those of Governors on the Air National Guard. 

Q12. Why was the Air National Guard ignored in BRAC deliberations while the 
Army National Guard took part in several events prior to the release of the 
DoD's BRAC recommendations? 

A12. The Commission is fully informed and equally concerned by the alleged lack of 
collaboration between the DoD and various Governors on issues of Air National 
Guard resources. The Commission will conduct a full investigation on this issue. 

413. Concurrent to the BRAC process, there are several other efforts going ahead 
concerning the future of the nation's military. These include: the 2005 
Quadrennial Defense Review, the Air Force's Future Total Force study, the 
Commission on Review of the Overseas Military Facility Structure of the United 
States ("Overseas Basing Commission"), and various other ongoing budgetary 
and capabilities studies. Does the Commission understand the inherent synergy 
between all of these recommendations? How will the Commission weigh these 
factors in its final recommendations? 

A13. The Commission is sympathetic to the synergy between these various efforts and 
many of the concerns expressed regarding this issue. The Commission will take 
every effort to conduct an analysis that incorporates many of the central concepts of 
these various efforts. 

Q14. Recently, various Governors have raised the issue that the BRAC 
recommendations are an attempt to supersede the governors' role as 
Commander-in-Chief of the National Guard assets of a state. What  is the 
Commission's understanding of the correct chain-of-command with regard to 
this issue? 

A14. The Commission is fully aware of the concerns expressed by various Governors. 
As such, the Commission has asked the Department of Justice to provide it  with a 
legal 
opinion on the issue of the authorities of the Department of Defense and those of 
Governors on the Air National Guard. Be assured, that the opinion provided by the 
Department of Justice will be posted on the BRAC website when it  becomes 
available. 
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ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

Q15. Does the Commission view the DoD's BRAC recommendations as an  effort to 
address an  imbalance in the active-reserve force mix? 

A 1 5  The Commission is aware of this concern. For this reason, the Commission has 
tasked the DoJ to provide it with a legal opinion concerning the authorities of the 
Department of Defense and those of Governors on National Guard assets. It is the 
hope of the Commission that this legal opinion will fully characterize the scope of 
authorities granted to various bodies under the Constitution, the National Defense Act 
of 191 6, Title 32 of U.S. Code, and the Base Closure Act-as well as any other 
pertinent legal doctrine. 

Q16. The United States Constitution recognizes that the National Guard is a 
partnership between the federal and state governments. As such, Congress has 
mandated that command, control, and oversight of the Guard involve a process 
of collaboration, coordination, and mutual consent. The current lawsuits allege 
that this collaboration was lacking in the DoD BRAC recommendations. How 
will the Commission address this lack of communication regarding National 
Guard assets in its final recommendation to the President? 

A16. The Commission is aware of the legal allegations central to these lawsuits. Be 
assured that these issues will be fully deliberated within the Commission prior to 
delivery of the final recommendations to the President on Sept. 81h. 

417. The current legal issues that have arisen concerning the National Guard 
seemingly threaten the entire BRAC process. If in fact, the DoD overstretched 
the scope of the original Base Closure Act then the President o r  Congress may 
reject the Commission's final recommendations. Presently, is this a serious 
concern within the Commission? 

A17. The Commission is fully cognizant of and concerned with the current legal issues. 
The BRAC process is an important and difficult undertaking that addresses issues of 
national security and affects the livelihood of countless Americans. The Commission 
will take every step to thoroughly, accurately, objectively, and exhaustingly evaluate 
the DoD's BRAC recommendations to ensure that they conform with the standards 
set forth in statute. 
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ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING NATIONAL CORE ~SSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

Q18. Currently, the Governors and Senators from Illinois and Pennsylvania have 
filed suit against the Department of Defense. Several other Governors whose Air 
National Guard assets are threatened have expressed the possibility filing similar 
lawsuits. Will the Commission's recommendations be driven by the political 
influence of these various leaders? 

A18. Congress established the Commission as a non-partisan and independent body 
charged with the responsibility of reviewing the Department of Defense's 
recommendations under the Base Closure Act. As such the Commission will perform 
and thorough, accurate, and objective analysis of the DoD's recommendations to 
ensure that they comply with the intent and standards set forth in statute. Any legal 
concerns that arise will be reviewed on an objective basis in accordance with legal 
jurisprudence and will notbe influenced in any way by political factors. 

Q19. In addition to the current legal wrangles regarding the DoD's BRAC 
recommendations, will the Commission evaluate the Homeland 
DefenseIHomeland Security implications of these Air National Guard 
recommendations? 

' w A19. The Commission will review the HLDlHLS concerns expressed regarding these 
ANG recommendations. Central to the evaluation process is the idea of military 
value. One of the primary criteria determining an installations military value is an 
analysis of  its role in the changing global threat paradigm. 



BRAC PROCESS DATA POINTS 
AS TAKEN FROM THE DoD RECOMENDATIONS 

MAJOR INSTALLATION CLOSURES: 33 total installations with base replacement 
value exceeding $100 million. 

> Army: 14 Installations 
> Navy: 9 Installations 
> Air Force: 10 Installations 

**Results in a rough estimated loss of 53,752 jobs. 

MAJOR INSTALLATION REALIGNMENTS: 29 installations losing 400+ net total 
military and civilian personnel. 

> Army: 5 Installations 
> Navy: 11 Installations 
> Air Force: 10 Installations 
> Defense AgencieslMultiple Services: 3 Installations 

**Results in a rough estimated loss of 73,016 jobs. 

w MAJOR INSTALLATION GAINS: 49 installations gaining 400+ total military and 
civilian personnel. 

> Army: 18 Installations 
> Navy: 14 Installations 
> Air Force: 14 Installations 
> Defense AgencieslMultiple Services: 3 Installations 

**Results in a rough estimated gain of 123,895 jobs. 
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Tuttle, Jeff 

w Army Times Publication Co. 

1 ABC I Parks, Ramona 1 Television 1 

Print 

1 ABC I Tawes, Andrew 1 Television 1 

The Washington Post I w on is, w any 1 Photo 

Mahaskey. Scott 

1 The Intelligencer. Doylestown, Pa. 1 Ruppel, Paul 1 print I 

Photo 

I WUSA- TV9 (Guise. Greg (Television I 

The Associated Press 

The Association of Defense Communities 

Arlington County Government 

Arlington County Government 

I Arlington Sun Gazette 1 Self. Ryan 1 Print I 

Jackson, Lawrence 

Herberghs, Todd 

Bolstridge. Eric 

Salinas, Marcos 

WUSA- TV9 

I I 

Washington Examiner 1 Habte. Samson 1 Print 

Photo 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Connection Newspapers 1 Cornibert, Stefan 1 Print 

Nurenberg, Gary Television 

- 
Metro Source- Metro Networks 

WTTG TV Fox 5 

WTTG TV Fox 5 

Payne, Deirdre 

Martin, Wisdom 

Umeh. Maureen 

Radio 

Television 

Television 
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(w~TG TV FOX 5 ( Henrehan, John (Television I 

Television WlTG TV Fox 5 

WlTG TV Fox 5 

1 Connection Newspapers 1 McNeill, Brian 1 print 1 

I Watwd, Don 

1 Pentagon Channel I Cook, Ed 1 Television 1 

Wilkes, Doug 

1 Richmond Times-Dispatch 1 Krishnamurthy. Kiran 1 print I 

Television 

I WJLAINEWSCHANNEL 8 I Jackson, Kathrine 1 Television 1 
1 WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 I Smith, Scott 1 Television I 
1 WJWNEWSCHANNEL 8 I Rhode, Leslie 1 Television I 
( WJWNEWSCHANNEL 8 1 Lisle, John 1 Television I 
1 WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 1 Hakel. Pete 1 Television I 
I The Associated Press 1 Cook, Dennis 1 Photo I 
I The Fayetteville Observer ( Worthington. Don 1 print 1 
I Associated Press ( Felberbaum, Michael 1 Print 1 
( The Virginian-Pilot 1 Eadey, Steve 1 Photo 1 

1 ABC I Camut. Joseph ( Television I 
The lntelligencer 

- 
The lntelligencer 

The Associated Press 

US. Medicine 

Independent 

Independent 

Harrisburg Patriot-News 

The lntelliqencer 1 Anastasi. John 1 print 

Kelly, Larry 

Cn8-News Comcast 

Print 

Ruppel. Paul 

Jackson. Lawrence 

Basu, Sandra 

Walthier, Ethan 

~ o l l ,  ~ c o t t  

Lieberman, Brett 

WUSA- TV9 

Print 

Photo 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Print 

Cn8-News Comcast 1 Ryan, Emily 1 Television 

Hartzell, Shane 

Associated Press Washington Metro Desk 

1 CBS 3-Philadelphia affiliate I Spering. Jim 1 Television I 

Television 

WUSA- TV9 I Nurenberg, Gary 1 Television 

Guise, Greg 

The Times-Tribune 

KDKA-TV (CBS) 

KDKA-TV (CBS) 

Television 

Nexstar - KFDX I Adato. Daohne 1 Television 

Westley, Brian Print 

Cores. Rafael 

Willing, Steve 

Delano. Jon 

CBS 3-Philadelphia affiliate 

Print 

Television 

Television 

w 
Mackintosh, Robin Television 
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1 WAVY, TV, NBC AFFILIATE I ~ o w d ,  pat (~elevision I 

w 

I CN8 NEWS-COMCAST I Elzey. Denise 1 Television I 

Arlington Virginia Network (Arlington County Govt) 

WAVY, TV, NBC AFFILIATE 

I CN8 NEWS-COMCAST I Buchmann. Dan / Television 1 
I CN8 NEWS-COMCAST I Knowlton, Scott ( Television 1 

Bolstridge, Eric 

Radio Pennsylvania Network I Christman, Brad 1 Radio 

Culhane, Patty 

Television 

WAVY, TV, NBC AFFILIATE I Carlsen. Linda 

Television 

(Multi Service Market Office (Towns, Shondell ( print I 

Television 

Associated Press Pholos 

I WBAL-N I Collins, David 1 Television I 
I WBAL-N 11 News I Brown Jr. Ken 1 Television 1 

WILA/newschannel8 I Hakel. Pete ( Television 

Houston, Matthew 

1 WEAL-N 11 News I Culp, Tommy 1 Television I 

Photo 

( WBAL-TV 11 News I Rahn, Jessica 1 Television I 
I WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 1 Leidelmeyer, Ron 1 Television I 
I WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 1 Leidelmever, Ron 1 Television I 

"111 

1 WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC I Flvnn. Mike 1 Television I 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 

The Ballimore Sun 

Kizer. Jim 

Spencer, Darcy 

Gordon. Chris 

WMAR 

/ WEAL-AM I Lang, Robed 1 Radio 1 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washinqton DC I Leidelmever. Ron 1 Television 

Davis, Amy 

Television 

Television 

Television 

W MAR 

Gannett News Service 

Asbury Park Press 

( WDEL News I Kanefsky. Carl 1 Radio 1 

Photo 

I Williams, Lamont 

1 Asbury Park Press 1 Brown. Keith ( Print 1 

Television 

Hager. Jeff 

Brooks, Jennifer 

Costello, Thomas 

I Gannett News Service 1 Clark, William 1 Photo I 

Television 

Print 

Photo 

The Star Ledger 

The Capital 

Gannett News Service 

WBFF-TV 

Woolley. Wayne 

Leis, Elizabeth 

King, Ledyard 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Shilling, Bob Television 
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( WlLM Newsradio, Wilmington, Delaware 1 Marsilii. Lisa 1 Radio I 
1 Army Times Publishing Co. I Trowbridge, Gordon 1 Print I 

(The Associated Press ( Chase. Randall 1 Print I 

Associated Press - New Jersey 

Burlington County Times 

freelance writer 

The Associated Press 

The Associated Press 

I The Jeffersonian 1 Taylor, Lauren ( Print 1 

De La Cmz. Donna 

Bernstein, Josh 

DeMasters, Karen 

Bmmfield. Sarah 

Stuckey. Tom 

The Associated Press 

I Army Times Publishing Co. 1 ~ rowbr id~e.  Gordon 1 Print 1 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

I Copley News Service I Kreisher. Otto 1 print 1 

Gardner, Chris 

I W A W  N. NBC AFFILIATE I hildebrand, walter ( Television ( 

Photo 

The Associated Press I Manning, Stephen 

1 W A W  N, NBC AFFILIATE 1 Culhane, Patty ( Television I 

Print 

(City of Virginia Beach, ComiWideo Services 1 Cernigliaro. Malt ( Television I 
The Virginian-Pilot 

I City of Virginia Beach Video Production Specialist ( Barba. Jeff 1 Television I 
( Executive Intelligence Review ( Osgood. Carl ( print I 

Eisman. Dale 

( WTKR-N Newschannel Three - CBS affiliate ( Neely, Megan 1 Television ( 

Print 

ABC 1 Gooding. Mike 1 Television 

ABC 

( WISH-TV I Hensel, Karen (Television I 

ABC I Wenners, Linda 1 Television 

Beard, Ryan 

Florida Times-Union of Jacksonville Decamp. David 

I Executive Intelligence Review 1 ~sgood,  car1 ( Print I 

Television 

Print 

I Fayeneville (NC) Observer ( Cuningham. Henry 1 print 1 

WTKR-N Newschannel 3 - CBS Affiliate, Norfolk, VA I Dais. Stacy 1 Television 

The Columbus Dispatch Washington Bureau 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville) 

City of Virginia Beach - V B N  

Riskind, Jonathan 

Decamp, David 

Cernigliaro, Matt 

Print 

Print 

Television 
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Print The State 

The Associated Press 

( WSB TV - Photographer 1 Nelson, Rick 1 Television 1 

Crumbo, Chuck 

The Associated Press 
1 Redmond, Nell 

Whitmire, Tim 1 Print 

Photo 

WSB TV Geary, Lori Television 

WlVY CBS 4 Dothan 

I WAFF 48 News I Chapman. Chris 1 Television I 
WABE 90.1 FM 

I WAFF 48 News 1 Bmgg. Georgi 1 Television I 

Torres. Carlos 

Reitzes. Michael Radio 

I ABC News 1 Browning, Casey 1 Television 1 

Television 

I WSFA TV I Morgan, Andre 1 Television I 
I WSFA TV I Harrison, Jeff ( Television 1 
I WSFA TV I Howell. Bob 1 Television 1 
1 The Birmingham News 1 White, David 1 Print I 
1 CBS-WMAZ-TV I Wallace, Tiffanie 1 Television I 
1 CBS-WMAZ TV I James, Marvin 1 Television I 

I Dothan Eaqle 

YI 
- 

I ~ m n .  Lance 

1 Newspaper reporter I west. William 1 Print I 

CBS-W MAZ-TV 

1 WAGA-TV I ~pradlin. Ira 1 Television I 

Anniston Star I Lyman. Brian 1 print 

Tebbe. MaryTherese 

I WHNT TV I Stone, Gregg 1 Television 1 

Television 

WAGA-TV 

WAGA-TV 

WAGA-TV 

1 WHNT-TV I Johnson, Steve 1 Television I 
I USDOLlEmployment 8 Training Administration 1 Hawkins, Nancy 1 Print 1 

Daly. Mike 

Bruner. Portia 

Yates, Paul 

Television 

Television 

Television 

National Guard Magazine 

W W - T V ,  CBS affiliate in Dothan, AL 

( W LOX-TV I Clark, Patrice 1 Television I 

WYCT - WNRP AM - ADX Communications 

Pensacola News Journal 

The Sun Herald 

Prawdzik, Christopher 

Torres. Carlos 

Print 

Television 

King, Kevin 

Lozare. Nicole 

Newsom. Michael 

Radio 

Print 

Print 
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WLOX-TV I Gibson. Pat 1 Television I 
WLOX-TV I Goad. Jaimee 1 Television I 
ABC 

The Advocate 

The Sun Herald 

The Sun Herald 

photographer, The Mississippi Press 

The Clarion-Ledger 

WKRG 

WKRG 

WKRG 

photographer, The Mississippi Press I Colgin. Bill 1 Print I 

Hill, Marcia 

Davis, Sandy 

Newsom, Michael 

Newsom, Michael 

Anderson, Carisa 

Fuquay. John 

McCullough, John 

Bivens, Keith 

Mississippi Public Broadcasting 

Television 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Television 

Television 

slidell Sentry-news ( Schaefer, Tracie 1 Photo 

Findley. Andrew 

reporter, The Mississippi Press I Surratt, John 1 Print I 

Television 

Davis. Patty 

The Florida Times-Union 

The Meridian Star 

The Florida Times-Union 

The Times-Picayune ( Purpura, Paul 1 print 1 

Radio 

Slidell Sentry-News / McCready. Aileen Print 

Piatt, Gregory 

Kern. Brian 

Decamp, David 

Print 

Print 

Print 
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WSFA TV 

National Review R. Andrew Newman Print 

Print 

Print 

Inside the Air Force 

Financial Times (London, England) ANDREW WARD 

KATU 

Voice of America News Jim Kent Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

The Macon Telegraph 

Argus Leader (South Dakota) Peter Harriman 

Aberdeen American News (South 
Dakota) 

US States News 

US Fed News 

Anchorage Daily News Richard Richtmyer 

Alaska Journal of Commerce Tim Bradner Print 

Print 

Print 

The Juneau Empire Matt Volz 

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner Sam Bishop 

Aviation Week & Space Technology Amy Butler Print 

Associated Press State and Local Wire Print 
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Daily Press 

Anchorage Daily News 

Anchorage Daily News 

Anchorage Daily News 

Knight-Ridder Tribune Business News 

Salt Lake Tribune (Utah) 

Political State Report 

Inside the Pentagon 

Duluth News-Tribune 

Bismarck Tribune 

WSFA TV 

The Birmingham News 

Srand Forks Herald 

Associated Press State and Local Wire 

U.S. News & World Report 

The News Tribune (Tacoma, 

David Lerman 

Nicole Tsong 

Don Hunter 

Elise Patkotak 

Chuck Crumbo 

Matthew D. LaPlante and Robert 
Gehrke 

Julie Fanselow 

Chuck Frederick 

Elisa L. Rineheart 

Carvlin, Elizabeth; Shields, Yvette 

Mary Clare Jalonick 

lulian E. Barnes 

Print 

- 
Print 

- 
Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

- 
Print 

- 
Print 

TV 
- 
Print 

- 
Print 

- 
Print 

- 
Print 
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1 Washington) 

/ w he Christian Science Monitor 

Army News Service 

Periscope Daily Defense News Capsules 

The Bulletin 

The Oregonian (Portland, Oregon) 

KVEW TV 

US Fed News 

The Oregonian (Portland, OR) 

The Bend Bulletin (Bend, OR) 

KATU 

The Columbian (Vancouver, WA) 

Statesman Journal (Salem, OR) 

I KOlN News (Portland, OR) 

The Register-Guard (Eugene, OR) 

Brad Knickerbocker 

Eric W. Crarner 

Monica Mercer 

Andy Dworkin 

Hany Esteve 

Monica Mercer 

~p - - 

Dean Baker 

Ellyn Ferguson 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

TV 

Print 

Print 

Print 

TV 

Print 

Print 

TV 

Print 
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I Editor. Times Record News. Wichita Wilson, Carroll 
Falls, Texas I 

KFDX TV-3 - NBC Affiliate in Wichita 
Falls, Texas 

KFDX N - 3  - NBC Affiliate in Wichita 
Falls, Texas 

1 KTBS N, Shreveport. LA 1 Cliffon. Troy 1 Television 1 
I KTBS TV. Shreveport. LA I Gordon. John 1 Television 1 

Keeney, Matt 

Gunnell, David 

Television 

Television 

- -- - 

KSLA-TV (CBS) 

1 KABB 1 Farthing. Andra 1 Television 1 

KSLA-N (CBS) 

KAUZ-TV Newschannel 6 

KTSA News Radio, CBS radio news 

I Clear Channel Radio- Texarkana. Williams, John 
Texas-Arkansas I 

- - - - 

Gamble, Fred Television 

Webber, Katrina 

Ross, Eli 

Board, Michael 

Singleton, Michael I Radio 

Television 

Television 

Radio 

v 

Clear Channel Radio Texarkana. 
Texas-Arkansas 

San Anton10 Express-News 

NBC News 

NBC News 

NBC News 

NBC News 

NBC News 

NBC News 

Christenson, Sigurd 

Poinier, Micah 

Quiroga, Richard 

Ortiz, Jacqueline 

Lotovski, Dimitri 

CNZ, Ben 

Kates, Bruce 

I KSAT 12 News (ABC) I Brownlow. Reb (Television I 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

I KSAT 12 News (ABC) ( Sepulveda, David (Television 1 
I KSAT 12 News (ABC) 1 Tarr. Dave (Television I 

Kearney, Bernice 

Smith, Leroy 

Carranco. Joge 

Falcon, David 

I KSAT 12 News (ABC) 1 Asmis, Bert 1 Television 1 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

1 Texarkana Gazette I Pittard. Robb 1 Print 1 
1 KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

Texarkana Gazette 

Valenzuela, Bianca 

Chandler. Natalie 

Brand. Aaron 

Television 

Television 

Print 
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I KSAT 12 News (ABC) I Chandler. Natalie 1 Television 
- - - 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) Mendez, Mark 
1 

- - - - - - 

Rodriguez, Gilbert 

Keller, Dale 

Television 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

Television 

Television 

1 
KSAT 12 News (ABC) ( Degollado, Jessie 

Rudd, Ken 

Television 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) 

Television 

KTXS-TV 

KSAT 12 News (ABC) ( ~ochard, ~ohanne 

Venema. Paul 

KTXS-TV 

KTXS-TV 

KORQ I KNCE, Abilene I Doud, Richard 1 Radio I 

Television 

Television 

KTXS-TV I Fry, Joe 1 Television 1 Lowry. Lacie 

KRIS-TV NBC Corpus Christi 

photographer I Strassle. David 1 Television I 

Television 

Hitt, Jerry 

Munro, lain 

Reporter I Lasure, Sara 1 Television I 

Television 

Television 

Salazar, Mike 

I KWKC Radio ( Libby, Bill 1 Radio 1 

Television 

I KWKC Radio ( Cannan, Parker 1 Radio I 
I KWKC Radio I Christoferson. Jim 1 Radio I 
1 CBS I Woods, Richard 1 Television I 
( CBS I Smith. Ron 1 Television I 
1 CBS 1 cote, ~ o b  1 Television 1 
1 CBS 1 Bums, Larry 1 Television 1 
1 CBS 1 Huizar. Ken 1 Television 1 

1 CBS 1 Bosouez. Vince 1 Television I 

CBS 

1 CBS 1 Taylor. Amanda 1 Television I 

CBS I Hurnphries. Mike 1 Television 

Day. Chris 

( CBS ( Davis, Barry 1 Television 1 

Television 

CBS 

1 CBS I Grace. Karen 1 Television 

CBS ( Rigby. Wendy 1 Television 

Munoz. James Television 

CBS 

CBS 

WOAl Radio 

Ralston, Brandy 

Conger, Joe 

Forsyth. Jim Radio 

Television 

Television 

WOAl Newsradio I ~ittle, ~ u d  ( Radio 
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I Abilene Reporter-News I Metlhe, Thomas 1 Print 1 

KABB 

I KABB I Greene, Jack 1 Television I 
1 KABB 1 Von Ellenrider, Eckhart 1 Television I 

KABB ( Irvin, Tim 1 Television 

Sanchez. Brian 

I KABB I Cortez. Martin 1 Television I 

Television 

1 KABB I Atkins. George 1 Television 1 
1 KABB I Hansson. Jenny 1 Television I 
1 KABB I Roias. Josh 1 Television 1 

- - 

KABB 

KABB 

KABB-TV 

Abilene Reporter-News Staff Writer 

Abilene Reporter News 

San Angelo Standard-Times 

Del Rio News-Herald 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

New/Talk 940 KTFS in Texarkana. TX 

Newnalk 940 KTFS in Texarkana. TX 

Air Force TimesIArrny Times 
Publications 

- - - -- - -- - - 

Crawford, Kimberly 

Rincon, Sylvia 

Cardwell, David 

Borden, Melissa 

Sheehan. Jason 

Finley, Eric 

Sontag, Bill 

Vaughn, Christopher 

Calhoun. Jay 

Weaver, Jim 

Hafemeister, Rod 

- 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Radio 

Radio 

print 

( Houston Chronicle I Gonzalez. John 1 Print 1 
I KTXS-TV 1 Lowry, Lacie 1 Television 1 

I KTXS-TV ( Munro, lain 1 Television 1 

KTXS-T I Fry, Joe 

(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette I Schlesing, Amy 1 Print I 

Television 

1 NBC I Mares, Linda 1 Television I 

KTXS 1 Hitt, Jerry 1 Television 

1 CBS 1 Sotelo, Victor 1 Television 1 
1 El Paso Times 1 Roberts, James (Chris) 1 print 

I KRIS-TV NBC Cornus Christi I Bedsole, Bart 1 Television 

I I 

KIII- TV 1 Johnson. Dave 1 Television 

- - 

KIII- TV 

KIII- TV - 
KIII- TV 

- - - - - - 

Gonzales, David 

West. Preston 

Gazin. Joe 

Arkansas News Bureau 

- - - - - 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Sadler, Aaron Print 
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The Associated Press 

( Ventura County Star 1 Glover ll. James 1 Photo I 

Corpus Christi Caller-Times 

Corpus Christi Caller-Times 

( KNBC NEWS 1 saito, sindy 1 Television 1 

Corpus Christi Caller-Times I Olson. Brad 1 Print 

Badger, T.A. 

( CBSSIKCALS News I Cvitanich. Alana 1 Television 1 

Print 

Chirinos. Fanny 

Olson, Bradley 

1 Inland Valley Daily Bulletin I Cordova, Thomas ( Photo I 

Print 

Print 

1 Photographer I Cordova, Thomas 1 Photo 1 

( ABC K G N  I Ineman. Mike 1 Television 1 

Inland Valley Daily Bulletin ( Doyle, Sue 

I I 

ABC I Lawrence, Bob 1 Television 

Print 

I I 

KABC-N I Eckstein. Jay 1 Television 

KGTV ABC 1 Buchannan. Robert 1 Television 

I Los Angeles Times I Ramos. Steohanie 1 Print 1 

I I 

The Press-Enterprise I Santschi. Darrell 1 print 

Ventura County Star 

Riverside Press-Enterprise 

Daily Independent 

I I 

Desert DispatchlDaily Press 1 Donovan. Kelly 1 print 

I KAZU-FM (NPR affiliate) I Adler, Ben 1 Radio 1 

Moore, Sylvia 

Vargo. Joseph 

Ciani. John 

1 Associated Press 1 Curtis. Kim 1 print I 

Print 

Print 

Print 

The Monterey County Herald REYNOLDS, JULIA Print I 





WEBSITE STATISTICS FOR 
\N\N\N.BRAC.GOV 

(as of July 241h 2005) 

- Total hits: 5,339,834 

- Record one day total: 617,207 (July 19 - day of the "adds" 
hearing) (Previous record was 173,600) 

- Record on week total: 1,236,045 (July 18-24) 

- Average daily hit count: -80,000 

- Average weekly hit count: -534,000 

As of August 5th: 
- Total number of comments received via the "comment box" on 

u the site: 7271 
- Average approximately 650 comments per week 
- Over 1963 comments received in the past week 

- Total number of profiled documents: - 190,000 
- Includes: 

- Approx. 65, 000+ Community letters and input 
- 12,000+ from Cannon AFB; 100,000 from Niagara Falls 
- 800+ Executive correspondences 
- 2300 documents provided by or gathered from the 

Department of Defense 
- Nearly 200 document produced by the Commission 
- Nearly 1200 reports related to BRAC 
- Over 300 COBRA files 



PUBLIC COMMENT TOP 5 LISTS 
ull 

Top 5 Bases/facilities/Installations: 
1) NAS Oceana- 1864 
2) Cannon AFB- 569 
3) Ft. Monmouth- 484 
4) Ellsworth AFB- 269 
5) Grand Forks- 23 1 

Top 5 States: 
1) VA- 2084 
2) NM- 560 
3) NJ- 526 
4) PA- 476 
5) ND- 393 

Top 5 Dates: 'w August 1,2005- 679 
August 3,2005- 322 
August 2,2005- 308 
July 29,2005- 253 
July 28,2005- 241 
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Commission 

lome I reports 

Summary Report - Comment Totals 

Date Submitted Number of Comments 

1 5/20/2005 5 

2 5/21/2005 49 
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heb I home 
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Commission 

home I repol.ts 

Summary Report - Comment Totals 

Select an Option: Facility 

Facility I Number of 
Comments I 

Not Specified 1536 I 
1LT Richard H. Walker US. Army Reserve Center 12 1 
Aberdeen Proving Ground 12 I 
Air Reserve Personnel Center 13 I 
Andersen Air Force Base l 1  I 
Anderson U.S. Army Reserve Center Troy 

Andrews Air Force Base 

Anniston Army Depot 

Arlinqton Service Center 

Barnes Municipal Airport Air Guard Station 12 I 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Armed Forces Reserve Center Bell 

Army National Guard Reserve Center Mansfield 

Army National Guard Reserve Center Marshall 

Army National Guard Reserve Center Niagara Falls 

Army Research Laboratory. Adelphi 

Army Research Office, Durham 

Barksdale Air Force Base 

Baton Rouge Army National Guard Reserve Center 15 1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Beale Air Force Base 12 I 

Birminaham International Air~ort Air Guard Station 1 26 

Birmingham Anned Forces Reserve Center 1 

Boise Air Terminal Air Guard Station 

Bolling Air Force Base 

Bradley International Airport Air Guard Station 

Brooks City Base 

Buckley Air Force Base 

Camp Parks (91st) 

Cannon Air Force Base 

1 

1 

3 

6 

3 

1 

570 
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1 29 1 Capital Airport Air Guard Station 17 

1 30 1 Corpus Christi Army Depot 12 

1 31 1 Crane Naval Wafare Center 1 55 

1 32 1 Dannelly Field Air Guard Station 11 

1 33 1 Defense Distribution Depot San Joaquin 12 

1 36 ( Defense Finance and Accounting Service San Diego 13 

34 

1 39 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Arlington 13 

35 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service Orlando 12 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service Kansas City 

37 

1 40 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Charleston 1 1  

4 

1 41 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Cleveland 1133 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service Seaside 

1 42 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Dayton l 4  

1 

38 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service St. Louis 

1 43 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Denver 18 

1 

1 44 1 Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Indianapolis 1 1 

45 

46 

47 

1 51 1 Dobbins Air Reserve Base 12 

48 

49 

50 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Lexington 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service. Limestone 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Rome 

1 54 1 Dyess Air Force Base 18 

1 

35 

4 

Defense Language Institute Monterey 

Defense Supply Center Columbus 

Detroit Arsenal 

52 

12 

36 

1 

/ 57 1 Eielson Air Force Base 1 74 

Dover Air Force Base 

55 

I I 

58 1 Ellington Field Air Guard Station 110 

1 

53 1 Duluth International Airport Air Guard Station 6 

56 1 Eglin Air Force Base I I 
Edwards Air Force Base 

1 64 1 Fort Bragg 11 

2 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

Ellsworth Air Force Base 

Elrnendorf Air Force Base 

Fairchild Air Force Base 

Fort Belvoir 

Fort Bliss 

65 

66 

67 

269 

1 

2 

9 

3 

Fort Buchanan 

Fort Campbell 

Fort Carson 

1 

1 

1 
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Fort Dix 12 

Fort Eustis 113 

Fort Gillem I 6 

Fort Huachuca 111 

Fort Hunter Liggett 1 

Fort Knox 5 

Fort Lee 1 

Fort Lewis-Washington 1 

Fort McCoy 1 
- - - - - -- - 

Fort McPherson 8 

Fort Meade I I 
- 

Fort Monmouth 484 

Fort Monroe 2 

Fort Rucker 2 

Fort Sam Houston 3 

Fort Smith Regional 1103 

Galt Hall U.S. Army Reserve Center. Great Falls 1 1  
Gen Mitchell International Airport ARS I 6 

Glenn Research Center 13 

Grand Forks Air Force Base 1231 

Great Falls lnternational Airport Air Guard Station 

Hanscom Air Force Base 

Hawthorne Army Depot 

Headquarters Battalion. Headquarters Marine Corps. 
Henderson Hall 

Hector International Air~ort Air Guard Station I128 

Hill Air Force Base 2 

Holloman Air Force Base 12 

Hulman Regional Airport Air Guard Station I 6 

Human Resources Support Center Northeast 11 

Hurlburt Field 1 1  
Inspector/lnstructor Center West Trenton 11 

Kansas Army Ammunition Plant 1 1  
Keesler Air Force Base 19 

Kellogg Air National Guard (ANG) Base 14 

Kelly Support Center 118 
- 

Kev Field Air Guard Station 

Lackland Air Force Base 4 

Lambert International Airport- St Louis 2 

Leased Space - DC 1 1  
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I I 

11 1 1 Leased Space AZ I I 

107 

108 

109 

11 0 

I I 

11 2 1 Letterkenny Army Depot ( 1  

1 11 3 1 Little Rock Air Force Base 12 

Leased Space - MO 

Leased Space - OH 

Leased Space - Slidell 

Leased Space - VA 

( 114 1 Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant 112 

3 

1 

6 

56 

( 11 5 1 Los Angeles Air Force Base 11 

1 116 1 Luke Air Force Base 13 

1 11 7 1 MacDill Air Force Base 12 

1 118 1 Mansfield Lahm Municipal Airport Air Guard Station 145 

I I 

121 1 Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton 12 

1 19 1 March Air Reserve Base 

1 122 1 Marine Corps Base Miramar 
- 

14 

4 

1 123 ( Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany 1 1  

120 1 Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point 12 

1 124 1 Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow 1 29 

1 125 1 Marine Corps Reserve Center Johnstown 1 1  
1 126 1 Maxwell Air Force Base 1 42 

( 127 1 McChord Air Force Base 14 

1 128 1 McConnell Air Force Base 12 

1 129 1 McGuire Air Force Base I 6 

1 130 1 Moodv Air Force Base 13 

1 133 1 Natick Soldier Svsterns Center 11 

131 

I I 

138 1 Naval Air Station Cecil Field ( 1  

132 1 Nashville International Airport Air Guard Station ( 6  

Mountain Home Air Force Base 

134 

135 

136 

137 

1 1 

139 1 Naval Air Station Jacksonville 12 

1 

- - 

National Naval Medical Center Bethesda 

Naval Air Engineering Station Lakehurst 

Naval Air Station Atlanta 

Naval Air Station Brunsw~ck 

- 

1 142 1 Naval Air Station Meridian I I 

1 

1 

3 

55 

140 

141 

I I 

143 1 Naval Air Station New Orleans 115 
I I 

144 1 Naval Air Station New Orleans Air Reserve Station 16 

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Ft. Worth 

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New Orleans 

1 

13 

145 Naval Air Station North Island 1 
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146 

149 1 Naval Air Station Whidbev Island 12 

148 

147 1 Naval Air Station Patuxent River 12 

Naval Air Station Oceana 1868 

Naval Air Station Pensacola 

150 

151 

152 

6 

153 

154 

Naval Air Station Willow Grove 

Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake 

Naval Base Point Loma 

155 

156 

157 

31 2 

13 

8 

Naval Base Ventura City 

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth 

158 1 Naval Shipyard Puget Sound-Boston Detachment 

164 1 Naval Station San Dieao 11 

18 

1 

Naval Postgraduate School Monterey 

Naval Shipyard Norfolk 

Naval Shipyard Portsmouth 

17 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

1 

1 

204 

1 173 1 Naval Wea~ons Station Earle 18 

Naval Station lngleside 

Naval Station Newport 

Naval Station Norfolk 

Naval Station Pascagoula 

Naval Station Pearl Harbor 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

30 

3 

6 

1 

11 

176 1 Naval Wea~ons Station Yorktown 1 42 

Naval Supply Corps School Athens 

Naval Support Activity Corona 

Naval Support Activity Crane 

Naval Support Activity Mid South 

Naval Support Activity Monterey 

Naval Support Activity New Orleans 

Naval Support Activity Panama City 

Naval Surface Warfare Center Indian Head 

174 

177 1 Navy Broadway Complex San Diego 11 

1 

11 

116 

1 

7 

59 

2 

12 

178 1 Navy Crane Center Lester 112 

175 1 Naval Wea~ons Station Seal Beach Det Concord 11 

Naval Weapons Station Fallbrook 

179 1 Navy Philadelphia Business Center 12 

3 

180 1 Navy Reserve Center Central Point 11 

181 1 Navy Reserve Center Duluth 11 

182 1 Navy Reserve Center Lubbock, TX 17 

183 

184 

Navy Reserve Center Pocatello 

Navy-Marine Corps Reserve Center Dubuque 

1 

1 
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185 I Navy-Marine Corps Reserve Center Tacoma 1 1  I 
186 1 New Castle County Airport Air Guard Station 127 I 
187 1 New Orleans Air Reserve Station I 6 1 
188 ( Niagara Falls International Airport Air Guard Station 1105 1 
189 1 Offutt Air Force Base 14 I 
190 1 Oklahoma City (95th) I 1 I 
191 1 Onizuka Air Force Station 17 I 

~ - 

192 1 Otis Air Guard Base 1106 I 
193 1 Patrick Air Force Base 17 I 

I I 

194 1 Picatinny Arsenal 13 

195 1 Pitt U.S. Army Reserve Center. Corapolis 15 I 
196 1 Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station 192 I 
197 1 Pope Air Force Base 113 I 
198 1 Portland International Airport Air Guard Station 1 84 1 
199 1 Professional Development Education 151 I 
200 1 Red River Army Depot 1 82 I 

203 1 Riverbank Army Ammunition Plant 11 

201 

204 1 Roberts US .  Armv Reserve Center. Baton Rouae 11 

202 ( Richmond International Airport Air Guard Station I I 
Reno-Tahoe International Airport Air Guard Station 101 

205 

206 

207 

210 1 Selfridge Army Activity 12 I 

208 

21 1 1 Seyrnore Johnson Air Force Base 12 1 

Robins Air Force Base 

Rock Island Arsenal 

Rome Laboratory 

212 1 Sheppard Air Force Base 14 I 

1 

8 

1 

209 1 Scott Air Force Base 12 

Schenectady County Air Guard Station 

I I 

213 1 Sierra Army Depot 12 

1 

214 1 South Naval Facilities Engineering Command 110 1 
215 1 Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport Air Guard Station 1 78 I 
216 1 Submarine Base Kings Bay 15 I 
217 ( Submarine Base New London (183 1 

220 1 Tyndall Air Force Base I 1 1 

218 

221 1 U.S. Army Reserve Center Fort Lawton 12 1 
222 1 U.S. Navy Sub Base, Groton 110 1 

219 1 Turner U.S. Army Reserve Center. Fairfield I I 
Toledo Express Airport Air Guard Station 

223 1 Undistributed or Overseas Reductions 14 I 

1 
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Vancover Barracks 

Vandenburg Air Force Base 

W. K. Kellogg Airport Air Guard Station 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

Westover Air Force Base 

White Sands Missile Range 

Whiternan Air Force Base 

Will Rogers World Airport Air Guard Station 

1232 1 Wriaht Patterson Air Force Base 1 58 1 

help I home 

233 

234 

- 
Yeager Airport Air Guard Station 

Youngstown-Warren Regional Airport 

83 

2 
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ISSUE BOOK: NORTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALKING POINTS REGARDING N.E REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

I. ECONOMIC CONCERNS AND JOB LOSS 

The BRAC Commission is keenly aware of the impact that its 
recommendations could have on the North-East Region and is taking 
great care in reviewing both the installations themselves and the synergy 
the installations have with the community and local economy before 
rendering its decisions. The Commission also carefully reviews all 
recommendations to ensure that these decisions were made in accordance 
with established criteria. 

New London 
While military value is the primary criteria for the Commission's final 
recommendation, other factors unique to the base will be considered. The 
Commission recognizes the economic synergy that has existed between 
the base and General Dynamics Electric Boat Shipyard. This will be taken 
into account in the Commission's final recommendation. 

Portsmouth 
The Commission recognizes the unique relationship that has developed 
between the residents of the base and the neighboring communities over 
the past two-centuries. The Commission certainly recognizes the value of 
the base both economically in the region and as a stalwart of our nation's 
defense infrastructure. These factors will be considered in the final 
decision-making process. 
The Commission certainly recognizes the role and the commitment of the 
Shipyard to our nation's defense throughout its 205-year history. As such, 
the Commission will address the potential fkture role for the Shipyard in 
the new strategic paradigm in making a final decision on closure. 

Niagara 
The Commission is very aware of the human impact that could be had by 
the suggestion to close Niagara Falls International Airport ARS, should 
the suggestion be enacted. 
Although the base only makes up 0.2% of the total local employment, the 
Commission understands that its economic contribution is significant, as it 
has a $133 million direct impact on the region. 
The factors to be included in the Commission's evaluation have been 
prescribed by statute; the Commission will take the economic, 
environmental, and other effects that the suggestion to close Niagara Falls 
International Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS) could have on the local 
community, while basing its final decision almost entirely upon military 
value. 
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TALKING POINTS REGARDING N.E REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

Bolling AFB 
The Commission will evaluate the economic, environmental, and other 
effects that the closure of the installation could have on the surrounding 
community but the key factor in the Commission's conclusion as to 
whether or not to suggest Bolling AFB for realignment is military value. 
The Commission understands the unique role of Bolling AFB plays as a 
military installation within the Washington, DC region. The Commission 
will respect the role of the Air Force at Bolling AFB while reviewing 
recommendations to create a joint installation with the US Navy. 

Walter Reed 
The Commission understands that while some see the opportunity for 
development and community growth through a different use of the land 
and facilities which the hospital now occupies, for others it would be at 
least temporary strain and hardship. The Commission will evaluate the 
economic impact that the installation closure would have on the 
community surrounding the medical center, while basing its decision 
almost entirely upon military value. 

Norfolk 
Although the Commission is keenly aware of the human impact of the 
suggestion by DoD to close Naval Station Norfolk on its nearly 70,000 
personnel, the Commission will base its decisions, as to whether or not to 
suggest the installation for realignment, almost entirely upon the current 
military value of the base. 
The Commission will evaluate the economic impact that the installation 
realignment would have on the community surrounding Naval Station 
Norfolk, while basing its decision almost entirely upon military value. 
The Commission will evaluate the implications of an additional 3,000 jobs 
at the base to coordinate the proposed shipment of 1 1 submarines. The 
Commission will h l ly  analyze the base's ability to receive these new 
resources. 

Ft. Eustis 
The Commission will evaluate the economic, environmental, and other 
effects that the realignment of the installation could have on the 
surrounding community but the key factor in the Commission's 
conclusion as to whether or not to suggest Fort Eustis for realignment is 
military value. 
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11. COMMUNITY IMPACT AND PERCEIVED HISTORICAL 
VALUE 

The Commission was established by Congress to provide accountability 
to the public for the decisions to close or realign military installations 
however in order to gain deeper understanding and therefore more 
complete analysis Community input is encouraged through the regional 
hearings and documentation provided by the public of facts that may 
have been overlooked by DoD in its decision-making process 

Ft. Monroe 
The Commission understands the long history of Fort Monroe--dating 
back over 180 years--but the Commission will evaluate the current 
military value of the base as the DoD seeks to streamline and transform 
our military to meet changing global threats. 
The local community and the nation have woven a rich history around Fort 
Monroe. For the past century, Fort Monroe has housed hundreds of 
thousands of our nation's soldiers. The base was visited by President 
Lincoln during the Civil War; it has housed a young Robert E. Lee and 
many runaway slaves. The base also sewed as a prison for the 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis. The Commission understands and 
appreciates the rich military history the Ft. Monroe has contributed to the 
nation and will consider this in its recommendation. 

Walter Reed 
The Commission understands the long history of Walter Reed--dating 
back over 100 years--but the Commission will evaluate the current 
military value of the medical center as the DoD seeks to streamline and 
transform our military to meet changing world environment. 

The local community and the nation have woven a rich history around 
Walter Reed. For the past century, Walter Reed has treated hundreds of 
thousands of our nation's soldiers. The hospital was also the place where 
President Dwight Eisenhower and General Douglas MacArthur died. The 
commission is aware of the long standing ties between the hospital and the 
community. 

Ft. Eustis 
The Commission understands the long history of Fort Eustis--dating back 
to 1923 as a permanent installation--but the Commission will evaluate the 
current military value of the base as the DoD seeks to streamline and 
transform our military to meet changing global threats. 
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New London 
The Commission recognizes the unique relationship that has developed 
between the residents of the base and the neighboring communities since 
the base's construction in 1872. The Commission certainly recognizes the 
value of the base both economically in the region and the distinguished 
role that the base has played in our nation's defense infrastructure. These 
factors will be considered in the final decision-making process. 

Portsmouth 
The Commission certainly recognizes the role and the commitment of the 
Shipyard to our nation's defense throughout its 205-year history. As such, 
the Commission will address the potential future role for the Shipyard in 
the new strategic paradigm in making a final decision on closure. 
The Commission recognizes the relationship that has developed between 
the residents of the Potrsmith base and the neighboring community. The 
Commission welcomes all input from the community regarding this 
relationship and will take all factors into account in its final 
recommendation 
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As DoD creates the strategy to best prepare our forces to face the 
changing global threats, the Commission was created to ensure that DoD 
followed the process outlined by law in determining the military value of 
an installation. The primary purpose of this round of BRAC is to 
strengthen and enable our troops to perform their duties of keeping the 
United States secure and military value will by far outweigh any other 
consideration. 

Norfolk 
The Commission is aware that Naval Station Norfolk is the largest naval 
base in the world. The installation is home to 75 ships including 5 nuclear 
powered aircraft carriers. It is also home to Chambers Field which has 16 
aircraft squadrons. 

Niagara 
The Commission is aware of the $75 million that has recently been spent 
on the rebuilding and renovation of the Niagara Falls International Airport 
and the contributions the Airport ARS has made to the defense of the 
United States, including serving as the home to the 9 1 4 ' ~  Airlift Wing, 
which performed transportation missions and Special Operations support 
missions in the Middle East, and the 107 '~  Air Reheling wing, will be 
taken into h l l  account by the Commission. 

New London 
The Commission recognizes New London's strategic value in its 
proximity to deep water and the polar ice cap route. These circumstances 
give the base a unique "surge capacity" and will be considered by the 
Commission in its final recommendation. 
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While the cost of environmental clean-up of, for instance, the mounds from a 
river dredged for submarine navigability may be a consideration, the 
military value of the base, and whether resources could best be allocated 
elsewhere to make our forces stronger and more streamlined vastly 
outweighs it. 

Portsmouth 
Typically, shipyards have a record of leaving substantial amounts of 
environmental damage over time. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has 
endured two centuries of heavy industrial use. The Commission 
understands this fact and will objectively analyze the DoD's estimates 
regarding environmental cleanup. 

New London 
The law requires that the costs of the environmental restoration of a base 
that is closed, be factored into the decision of whether or not to actually 
close the base. With regard to New London, DoD estimates $23 million in 
environmental cleanup. The Commission will evaluate whether or not 
DoD came to its conclusions correctly and in a manner prescribed by law. 
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V. VERIFICATION O F  T H E  BRAC COMMISSIONS 
A-POLITICAL NATURE 

The process followed by the BRAC Commission has been distinctly outlined 
by law, and similarly all commissioners are legally bound to render unbiased 
and impartial recommendations. The commissioners also represent a cross 
section of both political parties as well as representing the various branches 
of the armed services, defense community professionals and former 
legislators. 

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) Commission 
was created to be and exists as an unbiased, non-partisan and non-political 
independent federal entity. The commissioners represent a cross section 
of both political parties as well as representing the various branches of the 
armed services, defense community professionals and former legislators. 

The process followed by the BRAC Commission has been distinctly 
outlined by law. The Commission is following what is prescribed by 
statute in its determination of which factors to take into account. 

The purpose of the Commission is to ensure that DoD reviewed all the 
legally-necessary components in the formulation of its suggestions to 
close or realign a military installation. 

The only considerations the Commission is authorized to take into account 
when making decisions are those set forth by the statue and specific 
criteria contained in the original and subsequent federal BRAC acts. 

The Commission is completely non-political and non-partisan in nature, as 
the Commissioners were appointed by the President and key 
Congressional leaders from both The staff was hired solely based 
upon the individual's competency and availability. 

The Commission is completely transparent, and by law all documents, 
with the exception of those sensitive to national security, are and will be 
made available for public access through both the website and the BRAC 
library. 

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) Commission is 
an independent, non-partisan, and non-political entity, established by 
Congress for the purpose of evaluating the Department of Defense's 
(DoD) suggestions of bases for closure or realignment. 
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I. ECONOMIC CONCERNS AND JOB LOSS 

Q l .  Does the Commission take into account the economic impact of base closure on 
the local community? 
Al .  In concert with many other factors, the Commission will take into account the 
economic impact of the Pentagon's recommendations on the local community. 

Q2. Estimates suggest that Maine will experience a 50% reduction in job growth if 
the Pentagon's recommendations are upheld. Does the Commission take into 
account the economic impact of base closure on the local community and the State? 
A2. In concert with many other factors, the Commission will take into account the 
economic impact of the Pentagon's recommendations on the local community. 

Q3. The Department of Labor has suggested provision of grants up to $1 million for 
communities affected by BRAC. Can you speak more to these grant proposals? 
A3. The Commission is responsible for evaluating the decisions made by DoD, while 
DoD creates the strategies for enabling communities to continue to thrive after the 
closure of a base. 

Q4. Estimates state that 4,510 jobs are linked to the shipyard. The economic 
repercussions of realigning the station are enormous. Does the Commission 
understand this? 
A4. The Commission understands the unique relationship that exists between the base 
and the local community. That being said, the Commission will take into account the 
economic impact of the Pentagon's recommendations on the local community, while 
holding military value as the most important factor in its decision-making process. 

Q5. With regard to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, the Pentagon estimates to spend 
$448 million to close the base before saving nearly $128 million annually within four 
years. How does this make any economic sense? 
AS. The Commission will utilize all information to make an accurate assessment of the 
economic impact of the Pentagon's recommendations. 

Q6. Does the Commission understand the synergy between the base and General 
Dynamic's Electric Boat? And the economic impact on the community of closing 
the base? 
A6. The Commission understands the unique relationship that exists between the base 
and the local community and local businesses. Be confident that the Commission will 
take into account the economic impact of the Pentagon's recommendations on the local 
community. 
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Q7. Estimates are that Washington, D.C. will lose more than 5,000 jobs if Walter 
Reed closes. Will the Commission consider the possible economic effect on D.C. as 
the Commission reaches its final conclusion? 
A7. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of  Walter Reed Medical Center, but wil 
also consider the impact that the closure of the installation would have on the surroundin, 
community. Please be assured that the Commission will make a full evaluation, as 
prescribed by law, before coming to its conclusions and formulating its suggestions. 
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YI 
11. HOMELAND SECURITY AND HOMELAND DEFENSE 

Q8. Given some of the current recommendations for closure, does New England's 
defense infrastructure play a lesser role in the national security of the nation? 
A8. The BRAC Commission was established to ensure that the recommendations made 
by the Department of Defense (DoD) were made in accordance with the law. The most 
important factor is military value, and the BRAC Commission will evaluate whether DoD 
properly took this into account as DoD has worked to make our military best able to 
handle the changing global threats. 

Q9. Is the Navy (DoD) moving beyond nuclear submarines? What is the future of 
the Navy's submarine fleet? 
A9. This is a question of the overall strategic direction of the U.S. military and would 
best be directed to the Department of Defense (DoD). The BRAC Commission will 
evaluate, in a completely transparent manner, whether DoD has followed the process 
prescribed by law in their evaluation and decisions as to whether or not to close or realign 
a military installation. 

Q10. Do submarines have any strategic/tactical value in the new Global War  on 
Terrorism? 

'llr A10. This is a question of the overall strategic direction of the U S .  military and would 
best be directed to the Department of Defense. The Commission will consider military 
value as the most important factor in the decision to close or realign a base and will 
evaluate whether DoD has followed the leally prescribed process, in the formulation of its 
suggestions. 

Q11. New London is strategically important due to its access to deep water and 
proximity to the critical polar ice cap route to the Pacific Ocean. Why the transfer 
to bases with a less strategic advantage? 
A l l .  DoD has evaluated our bases to ensure our military is best prepared to face the 
changing global threats. Military value is of pre-eminent importance and the 
Commission will ensure that DoD has followed the process prescribed by law. 
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111. C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  A N D  HISTORICAL VALUE 

Q12. Several of the facilities being reviewed in this region bear significant ties to the 
community and o r  history. For example Submarine Base New London was built in 
1872 and served as the Navy's first submarine base. Is the Commission taking into 
consideration the historic value when renderings it's decisions? 
A12. The Commission understands the unique relationship fostered between military 
installations and the neighboring communities. This factor, as well as many others, will 
be taken into account in our final decisions. 

413. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a 205-year old facility. As such, the facility 
has a very unique and long-standing relationship with the surrounding community. 
Will the Commission take this into account in their final recommendation to the 
President? 
A13. The Commission understands the unique relationship fostered between military 
installations and the neighboring communities. This factor, as well as many others, will 
be taken into account in its final recommendations. 

Q14. The  New London facility was built in 1872 and sewed as the Navy's first 
submarine base. Is the Commission taking into consideration the historic value of 
the Groton facility? 
A14. The Commission understands the unique relationship fostered between military 
installations and the neighboring communities. This factor, as well as many others, will 
be taken into account in our final decisions. 

Q15. Over its 100-year history, Walter Reed has reached iconic status in the 
Washington, D.C. area. In addition to recognition as  the hospital where President 
Dwight Eisenhower and General Douglas MacArthur died, the hospital has treated 
hundreds of thousands of troops over the last century. Will the Commission 
consider the historic value of Walter Reed in its final recommendation? 
A15. The Commission takes all pertinent factors into account, as prescribed by statute, 
as it performs an evaluation of the suggestions made by the Department of Defense 
(DoD) and formulates its own suggestions. The Commission is keenly aware of the 
human impact had by the closure or realignment of a base, and although current military 
value is the most important consideration, the Commission will also consider the effects 
that the closure of an installation would have on the surrounding community. 

Q16. How can the Community inform the Commission of information that the 
Community feels may have been overlooked by DoD? 
A16. The BRAC Commission encourages public input into this transparent and objective 
process. Community groups who wish to submit information for the appropriate regional 
hearing are urged to contact their Congressional representative. Additionally, the public 
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w may submit comments through the Commission's official website, which is 
www.hrac. eov. 
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IV. VERIFICATION OF THE BRAC C O M M I S S I O N S  
A - P O L I T I C A L  N A T U R E  

Q 1 7 . 1 ~  it your belief that the Pentagon produced these recommendations without 
political influence? 
A17. The Commission is a non-political, non-partisan entity, established by Congress. 
The Commission will provide an independent evaluation of the suggestions put forth by 
DoD, and will consider military value to be the most important factor. In addition, the 
Commission will take into account the economic, environmental, and other effects that 
the closure or realignment of a military installation would have on the surrounding 
community. The statute established the criteria of factors that the Commission would 
take into account. 

Q18. Is the political climate (pro-military) in the South a determining factor in the 
trend to reposition military forces there? 
A18. The Commission's most important consideration is the military vaIue of the base, 
but also takes into account the economic, environmental and other effects that the closure 
or realignment of a base would have on the surrounding community. The Commission is 
both completely transparent and completely non-partisan. 

Q19. Defense Secretary Rumsfeld has been successful in many of his military 
modernization efforts. However, BRAC is unique in that the process is independent 
of many of the powers of Congress that exist in other processes. Do you believe that 
Secretary Rumsfeld has taken advantage of this situation? 
A19. The BRAC Commission was established by Congress to follow a process, set out by 
law, to determine whether DoD had followed the necessary legal guidelines in the 
analysis which let to its suggestions. 

QZO. Did the political affiliation of the Senators and Congressmen representing the 
New York area have anything to do with the Department of Defense's (DoD) 
suggestion to close Niagara Falls International Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), 
and will it influence the decision of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission (BRAC) in any way? 
A20. The Congress established the Commission as an non-partisan, non-political entity 
to independently evaluate DoD's suggestions to close or realign various bases across the 
country and ensure that those suggestions were made in  accordance with the law and after 
all critical factors were taken into account. The Commission will follow a process of 
evaluation and analysis that has been specifically outIined by law. 
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Q21. Typically, shipyards have a record of leaving substantial amounts of 
environmental damage over time. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has endured two 
centuries of heavy industrial use. Have studies been conducted by the Pentagon to 
estimate the cost of cleanup? 
A2l .  The DoD has the responsibility to maintain appropriate environmental conditions of 
a base, whether or not it is a candidate for closing. The Commission will take all 
pertinent factors into account, as required by law, prior to making its decision. 

4 2 2 .  The military's estimate of roughly $23 million for environmental restoration at  
the sub base has been described as an unrealistic number. How did the Pentagon 
arrive a t  this number for a base that contains 29 contaminated sites? 
A22. The DoD has the responsibility to maintain appropriate environmental conditions 
of a base, whether or not it is a candidate for closing. The law requires that the costs of 
the environmental restoration of a base that is closed, be factored into the decision of 
whether or not to actually close the base. The Commission will evaluate whether or not 
DoD came to its conclusions correctly and in a manner prescribed by law. While military 
value is by far the most important factor, the environmental impact that the closure or 
realignment of a base would have on the surrounding community will also be taken into 
account. 
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Irl VI. MEDICAL CONCERNS 

423. The current BRAC recommendations consider the creation of a joint medical 
command headquarters by merging operations a t  four facilities. These 
recommendations will have a strong impact on the medical care provided and 
available to our military members, dependents, and retirees. Will the Chairman 
please comment on the overall impact of the BRAC recommendations regarding 
medical care on the military? 
A23. The Commission takes all pertinent factors into account, as prescribed by statute, as 
it performs an evaluation of the suggestions made by the Department of Defense (DoD) 
and formulates its own suggestions. The Commission is keenly aware of the human 
impact had by the closure or realignment of a medical center, and although current 
military value is the most important consideration, the Commission will also consider the 
effects that the removal of a medical capability would have on the surrounding 
community. The health and medical care provided to members of the nation's military 
and their families are a very important consideration. The Commission will ensure that 
its final recommendation will promote the greatest care available to the military and 
dependents. 

Q24. Over its lifespan, Walter Reed has become recognized as one of the 
frontrunners in medical care. Will the military be able to adequately meet the 
healthcare needs of our troops if the medical center is closed? 

w A24. Military value is the paramount criteria in the Commission's review of the Defense 
Department's recommendations. As such, good healthcare and proper treatment of our 
soldiers is important in the analysis of the military value of an installation. Walter Reed 
has served thc military with distinction for over 100 years. However, it is now the 
responsibility of this Commission to determine its current military value and whether 
DoD has taken this into account in its suggestion to close the medical center. You can be 
confident that the Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and precise evaluation 
before reaching its conclusions regarding Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 

425. In past closings, studies have shown that 60 to 75 percent of skilled technical 
workers in defense facilities typically leave their jobs if forced to relocate. How does 
the Commission view this with regard to the suggested closing of Walter Reed? 
A25. Currently, the plan calls for a realignment of personnel to both the National Naval 
Medical Center in Bethesda and Fort Belvoir in Virginia. Both hospitals are located in 
close proximity to Walter Reed. While military value remains paramount, the 
Commission is very aware of the human impact that the suggestions made by DoD to 
close or realign a military installation could have. 



ISSUE BOOK: MEDIA COVERAGE 
MEDIA COVERAGE FOR THE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

I New Haven Register 1 Ganiga, Maria ( Print I 
1 Boston Globe I Viser, Matt ( Print I 
I CT-N. The Connecticut Network I Kesten. Steve 1 Television I 
1 CBS I Kopelman, Michael 1 Television ( 
/ CBS 1 Hogan. Kevin P. (Television 1 
1 CBS 1 Discenza, John 1 Television I 

I CT-N. The Connecicut Network I Skaff, Paul 1 Television ( 

CBS 

CBS 

CBS 

Connecticut Radio Network 

Metro Networks 

CT-N, The Connecicut Network 

CT-N, The Connecicut Network 

CT-N. The Connecicut Network 

1 WTNH I Detelj. Tina 1 Television 1 
1 WTNH I Parent, Tom 1 Television 1 

Wurst. Alan 

Kopelman, Mike 

Hogan, Kevin 

Kalb. Steven 

Carpilio, John 

McGuire. Elizabeth 

Riley, Robert 

Jackson, Charles 

Television - 
Television 

Television 

Radio 

Radio 

Television 

Television 

Television 

w 

I The Associated Press I Lindsay, Jay 1 print I 

CN8 (The Comcast Network) 

I san antonio express-news I fruge, nicole 1 Photo I 

WTNH 

CN8 (The Comcast Network) 1 Meuse, Gary ( Television 

Doughty, Jim 

I  he Day 1 Cook, Tim 1 photo I 

WTNH 1 Deteli, Tina 1 Television 

Roelofsen, George 

Television 

san antonio express news 

1 Associated Press 1 Apuzzo, Matt 1 Print I 

Television 

I Associated Press 1 McCahill. Timothy 1 print 1 

Freelance (Daily Hampshire Gazette, Northampton, MA) I Hellman, Christopher 1 Print 1 martin, gary Print 

( WTIC-TV / FOX61 News I stewart. ~ o u g  1 Television 1 

The (New London,CT) Day newspaper 

The New London Day 

Atlanta Journal Constitution 

Washington Reporter 

The Hartford Courant 

The Hartford Courant 

Cronin, Anthony 

Hamilton, Robert 

chapman, dan 

Klein. Rick 

Tantraphol, Roselyn 

Hamilton, Jesse 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 



ISSUE BOOK: MEDIA COVERAGE 
MEDIA COVERAGE FOR THE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

I WTIC-TV I FOX61 News 

( WTIC-TV I FOX61 News 

I WTIC-TV I FOX61 News I Glazier. Earl 1 Television 1 

Vargas. Scott 

1 WTIC-TV I FOX61 News I Hancock. Rick ( Television I 

Television 

MaineToday.com 

The Hartford Courant 

Portland Press HeraldlMaine Sunday Telegram 

Portland Press HeraldlMaine Sunday Telegram 

Portland Press HeraldlMaine Sunday Telegram 

Groton Municioal Television -Town of Groton CT 

Altman. Jim 

Groton Municioal Television -Town of Groton CT 

Television 

WCXX-FM 

Natale, Carl 

Jacklin. Michele 

Ouellette, Shawn 

Jansen. Bart 

Fish, Jen 

Helfrich. Jennifer 

Greeley, Shawn 

CURLEY. DENNIS 

Print 
- - 

Print 

Photo 

Print 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Radio 

WCXU-FM 

Metro NetworksNVestwood One 

(Army Times Publication Co. ( Mahaskey, Scott 1 Photo 1 

1 Chandler. Richard 

Metrosource radio news 

Radio 

Lorson, Edward Radio 

Bangor (ME) Daily News I Tuttle, Jeff 

Connecticut Radio Network I Kalb. Steven 1 print 

Yuill, Judie 

The Washington Post 

Print 

Television 

ABC 

Arlington Newsletter I Tarallo. Mark 1 Print 

Morris. Larry 

~- - ~p -- ~p 

The Intelligencer. Doylestown, Pa. Ruppel, Paul 

I WUSA- TV9 I Nurenbem. Gary 1 Television I 

Photo 

ABC 1 Tawes. Andrew 1 Television 

Parks, Ramona 

- - 

Print 

The Association of Defense Communities 

Arlington County Government 

Arlington County Government 

WUSA- TV9 

~~~ 

I connection News~aoers 1 Cornibert. Stefan 1 ~ r i n t ~  I 

Television 

The Associated Press I Jackson. Lawrence 1 Photo 

Herberghs, Todd 

Bolstridge. Eric 

Salinas. Marcos 

Guise, Greg 

(WTG ~ ~ 0 x 5  ( Martin, Wisdom 1 Television I 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Arlington Sun Gazette 

Washington Examiner 

Metro Source- Metro Networks 

Self. Ryan 

Habte, Samson 

Payne, Deirdre 

W lTG TV Fox 5 

Print 

Print 

Radio 

w 
Umeh, Maureen Television 



MEDIA COVERAGE FOR THE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

WlTG TV Fox 5 

WTTG TV Fox 5 

W lTG TV Fox5 

Connection N ~ W S D ~ D ~ ~ S  

I WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 1 Jackson, Kathrine 1 Television I 

Pentagon Channel 

I WJWNEWSCHANNEL 8 1 Smith, Scott 1 Television I 

Watrud, Don 

Wilkes. Doug 

Henrehan, John 

McNeill. Brian 

Cook. Ed Television 

( WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 ( Rhode, Leslie (Television 1 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Print 

Richmond Times-Dispatch I Krishnamurthy, Kiran Print 

1 WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 1 Lisle. John 1 Television I 
I WJLNNEWSCHANNEL 8 I Hakel. Pete 1 Television 1 
I The Associated Press I Cook. Dennis 1 Photo I 
The Fayetteville Observer I Worthington, Don 

1 ABC 1 Carnut, Joseph 1 ~elevision I 

Print 

I I 
Associated Press I Felberbaum. Michael 1 print 

The Virginian-Pilot 

The lntelligencer 

The lntelligencer 

The intelligencer 

The Associated Press 

1 Eafley, Steve 

U.S. Medicine 

Independent 

Photo 

Kelly, Larry 

Anastasi, John 

Ruppel. Paul 

Jackson. Lawrence 

Independent 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Photo 

Basu. Sandra 

CnSNews Comcast 

Cn8-News Comcast 

WUSA- TV9 

WUSA- N 9  

Associated Press Washington Metro Desk 

I KDKA-TV (CBS) I Willing. Steve (Television I 

Print 

Harrisburg Patriot-News I Liebeman. Brett 1 Print 

Noll, Scott 

Nexslar - KFDX ( Adato, Daphne 

I KDKA-TV (CBS) 1 Delano, Jon 1 ~elevision I 

Television 

Hartzell, Shane 

Ryan. Emily 

Guise, Greg 

Nurenberg, Gary 

Westley, Brian 

Television 

I CBS 3-Philadelphia affiliate 1 Spering, Jim 1 Television I 

Walthier, Ethan 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Print 

The Times-Tribune 1 Cores, Rafael Print 

1 CBS bphiladelphia affiliate 1 Mackintosh, Robin /Television 1 

Television 



ISSUE BOOK: MEDIA COVERAGE 
MEDIA COVERAGE FOR THE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

The Fayetteville Observer 

Gannett News Service 

The Associated Press 

The Associated Press 

KWV Newsradio 

Las Vegas Sun Struglinski, Suzanne 

Worthington, Don 

Wright. Gregory 

Cook. Dennis 

Hefling, Kimberly 

Segall. Brad 

Print 

The Morning Call (of Allentown, Pa.) 

Print 

Print 

Photo 

Print 

Radio 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 

I WRC N/  NBC 4 Washinaton DC 1 Forrest. Jim 1 Television 1 

Miller. Jeff 

WRC TVI NBC 4 Washington DC 

WRC T V I  NBC 4 Washington DC 

( WRC N/  NBC 4 Washington DC I Bullard, Larry 1 Television I 

Print 

Watrel, Jane 

( WRC N/ NBC 4 Washington DC ( Jacobs. Phil 1 ~elevision I 

Television 

Sherwood, Tom 

I WRC N/  NBC 4 Washington DC ( Leidelmeyer, Ron 1 Television I 

Television 

WRC N/ NBC 4 Washington DC ( Robinson, Earle 1 Television ( 

Kizer, Jim Television 

WRC N/  NBC 4 Washington DC 

WRC NI NBC 4 Washington DC 1 Watrel, Jane 1 Television 1 

WRC NI NBC 4 Washington DC 

1 WTKR-N CBS Affiliate 1 Davis, Stacy 1 Television 1 

WRC N/ NBC 4 Washington DC I Wilkins, Tracee 1 Television 

Panzer, Chester Television 

WRC NI NBC 4 Washington DC I Gordon, Chris 1 Television 

Spencer, Darcy 

I Pittsbumh Post-Gazette 1 Reston. Maeve 1 print 1 

Television 

The Virginian-Pilot newspaper 

WRC TV/ NBC 4 Washington DC I CAREY. JULIE 1 Television 

Earley, Steve 

WPVI-SV(ABC-PHILADELPHIA) Leonard, John 

I The Virginian-Pilot I Eisman. Dale 1 Print 1 

Photo 

Television 

The Beaver County Times 

I Newport News Daily Press I lerman, david 1 print 1 

WPVI-TV(ABC-PHILADELPHIA) 1 Rawlins, John 1 Television 

I The Birmingham News I Orndorff, Mary I print 1 

Fairfax Times 1 Bonaiuto. Dominic 1 print 

O'Shea. Patrick Print 

I The Washington Post I Hsu, Spencer 1 print ( 

The Birmingham News 

Media General News Service 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 

Army Times Publishing Co. 

Orndorff. Mary 

Crawley. James 

Bowling, Brian 

Trowbridge. Gordon 

Print 

Print 

Print 

Print 





ISSUE BOOK: MEDIA COVERAGE 
MEDIA COVERAGE FOR THE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

1 WlLM Newsradio, Wilmington, Delaware ( Marsilii, Lisa 1 Radio I 
Army Times Publishing Co. 

(The Associated Press 1 Brurnfield, Sarah 1 Print 1 

Burlington County Times 

Associated Press - New Jersey 1 De La Cruz, Donna 1 Print 

Trowbridge, Gordon 

1 The Associated Press 1 Gardner. Ch"s 1 Photo 

Print 

Bernstein, Josh 

The Associated Press 

1 The Associated Press I Manning. Stephen I 

Print 

freelance writer 1 DeMasters. Karen 

I - I 

The Jeffersonian I Tavlor. Lauren 1 Print 1 

Print 

The Associated Press I Chase, Randall 1 print 

Stuckey. Tom Print 

I The Virginian-Pilot 1 Eisman, Dale 1 Print 

~ - - -- - - - - 

Army Times Publishing Co. 

Copley News Service 

W A W  TV. NBC AFFILIATE 

WAVY TV. NBC AFFILIATE 

- - ~p -- - ~p 

Trowbridge. Gordon 

Kreisher, Otto 

hildebrand, walter 

Culhane, Patty 

City of Virginia Beach. ComiWideo Services 

I Floida Times-Union of Jacksonville 1 Decamp, David 1 Print 

- - - 

Print 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Executive Intelligence Review 

WTKR-TV Newschannel Three - CBS affiliate 

ABC 

ABC , 

ABC 

City of Virginia Beach Video Production Specialist I Barba, Jeff )Television 

Cernigliaro. Matt Television 

Osgood, Carl 

Neely. Megan 

Beard. Ryan 

Wenners, Linda 

Gooding, Mike 

I I 

1 Fayetteville (NC) Observer I Cuningham, Henry 1 print 1 

Print 

Television 

Television 

Television 

Television 

WTKR-TV Newschannel 3 - CBS Affiliate, Norfolk, VA 

WISH-TV Hensel, Karen Television 

Davis, Stacy 

The Columbus Dispatch Washington Bureau 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville) 

City of Virginia Beach - VBTV 

Television 

Executive Intelligence Review I ~sgood,  car( Print 

Riskind, Jonathan 

Decamp, David 

Cernigliaro, Matt 

Print 

Print 
- 

Television 



ISSUE BOOK: NORTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 
REGIONAL MEDIA HEADLINES FOR THE N.E. M THE CURRENT BRAC 

PROCESS. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 
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Government Offers Grants To Colnnlunities Hurt By Rase C l o s i s  
Maine, New Hampshire Still Seekin4 Full Data From Pentagon 
Baldacci Enlists Veteran Allies In Base Closings Battle 
Maine, New Hampshire Leaders Hope To Get Base Closing Data Tuesday 

Lncul hrews ,4rticles 
Condos May Be Rising If Portsmouth Shivyard Falls; 
The Naval Facility Might Not Be Closed, But Develovers Still See 278 Prime Acres. 

w Basc Closure Reports Awaited; 
The State's C o n ~ ~ e s s i o n a l  Delegation Has Harsh Words For The Pentagon, Which Is Due 
To Release Documents. 

SUBMARINE BASE NEW LONDON 
Natiorial News Articles 
Base Closing Commissioners To Visit New London Next Week 
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National ~Venra Articles 
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WASHINGTON D.C. 

Natiorial N e w  Articles 
US Military Rccoinmends Closing Storied Walter Reed Amly Medical Center 
Washington Area Reacts to Walter Reed Proposal 
Del. Norton Brief bv Pentagon Brass on Current, Future Uses of Walter Reed 

Local News Articles 
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Local News Articles 
Pentagon Aims to Disperse Facilities: Rumsfeld's Strategy For Capital Region Embedded 
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PENTAGON PROPOSES RELOCATION FOR WASHINGTON-AREA INTEL 
OPERATIONS 
Some Call for About-face of Military Shuffle Plan; While Md. Stands to Gain frornLoss 
of Bases, Other States to Feel the Crunch 
3- 
Bush Nominated Eiaht to Base Closure Panel 
Washin~*on Window; Boiling's Plan: Refonn or Realijgm~ent? 
Meeting Set to Discuss Futures of Walter Reed and Bollinq 
1 I th Wing 'not fioing away' under BRAC realignment 
DOD Recommends Bollina Become Joint Base 

OTIS AIR GUARD BASE 
Natioriul News Articles 
Senators Demand Base Closing Data, Prepare For Base Visit 

'II: 
Base Closures Throw New England Economic Forecasters For A Loop 
Guarding The Turf; 
Defense Sees Savings From Blending Active, Reserve Units; Lawmakers Line Up To 
Protect Home-State Bases 
More With Less; 
USAF Reduces Number But Increases Size Of Fighter, Transport Squadrons In BRAC 
Politicans Launch Bid To Keep Cape Cod Air Base From Closing 

Local News Articles 
Panel On Base Closings Says The List Is Likely To Channe 
Concerns Heighten On Plan To Shut Bases 
Enier~ency  Response Seen As Compromised 
Base Closing Panel To  Hold Hearinq In New England 
Closure Review Panel Has A Difficult Job Ahead 
Victory And Defeat; 
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Opinions/ Editorials 
Romnev Fails To Deliver 
OUR OPINION; 
Another Round Of Base Closings 
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1 NIAGARA FALLS ~NTERNAT~ONAL AIRPORT AIR 
Natiorral News Articles 
GOV. PATAKI ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL $100,000 IN FIGHT TO KEEP 

1 NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION OPEN 

Local News Articles 
Officials Vow to Keep Base Oven: Bipartisan Supporters Confident; Residents, . - 

Businesses Can ~ n l y i o i c e  ~ b n v  
PLANNED BASE CLOSURE PROMPTS STATE TO SEEK $1 MILLION IN AID 
FALLS BASE RALLY ATTRACTS 600; AlMS TO PRESS PANEL HOLDING 
HEARINGS 

w EditoriaVOpirtion Articles 
The Niagara Falls Airfield: This Region's Sole Military Base Is a Must for the Local 
Economy 

1 DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE ROME 

1 National News Articles 

Local News Articles 
Boehlert: $8M cost to close DFAS 
DFAS workcrs rally 
Officials forming DFAS vlan 
Local officials: It's not over for DFAS employees 
Relief, resolve in Rome 
Community Contributors share their thoughts 
Closing Rome site would hurt ARC workers 
DFAS saw iobs grow steadily 
Local colleges have strong ties to lab 

I New Jersey 

Fort Monrnouth 
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Natiotral N e w  Articles 
Saxton poised to be savior o f  Ft. Monmouth 
Base closure con~mission w i l l  travel to 16 cities 
B R A C  Members Dispute Closure o f  ~Monmouth Base 
A r m y  secretary defends base closing plan, acknowledges some worries 
G ive  Credit to Pols for Saving S.J. Bases 
B R A C  Conlmission Hears H o w  A rmy  Realignment Wi l l  Bui ld  Future Force 

Local A'en1.v Articles 
B R A C  head invited to check out fort's mission 
Both Parties A k ~ e e :  Legislators Say B R A C  Process Untimely wi th  War in Iraq 
B R A C  commissioners due to visit fort June 9 
Fort backers told: Don't skip "Plan B" 
N.J. T o w n  Rallies Against Closing 
Monmouth boosters say A rmy  underestimating cost o f  transfemng mission 

Editorial Articles 
Your  Turn 
The Closinq of Monmouth Base in New Jersey Means Job Losses to The Surroundinq 
Communities 
The purpose of base closing 

NAVAL AIR STATION WILLOW GROVE 

National News Articles 
Senators Demand Base Closinq Data. Prepare For Base Visit 
Panel Recommends Closinq Willow Grove. Pittsburqh Airport Bases 
News In Brief From The Philadelphia Area 
Governor Rendell Meets With Western Pa Coalition To Plan Ap~ea l  For Militarv Facilities Marked 
For Closure 
Pennsylvania Devises Strateqies For Base-Closinq Fiqht 

Local News Articles 
Base's Location Ripe For Jobs, Official Says; 
Commissioner Sees Businesses. Not Homes, If Willow Grove Closes. 
From Base Panel. A Word Of Caution; 
A Member Of The Realianment Commission Said Previous Overhauls Miqht Have Cut Needed 
Facilities. 
Do The Math. And Get Provincialism Out Of Closinqs 
Rumsfeld Defends Bases Plan; 
He Said Thinas Could Be Hard For Communities Affected But A Better Militarv Was The Pavoff. 
Rendell:;911 th;Closure;'Ludicrous' 
Makinq A Case For 91 1'" 

Opinions/ Editorials 
Turn Closure Into A Good Thing 

'W 
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Closina Willow Grove Air Station Pain. But Perhaps Gain 
Battle Of The Bases Local Allies Close Ranks To Resist Pentagon Cuts 

National Articles 
Sen. Specter Uraes Air Force to Expand 91 l'h ~i r l i f t  Winq 

Local Articles 

Pittsburqh aroup orqanizes volunteers, checks Defense Dept. info 
Base Closure chairman cancels Tuesday Willow Grove visit 
Base-Closina Panel to Tour Here 
Lawmakers: Willow Grove base is vital: Naval air station's unique features were overlooked, they 

Editorial Articles 
Sen. Specter Urges Air Force to Expand 91 lLh Airlift Wing 

LEASED SPACE, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Natio~rul Newv .4rticles 

u01 Commissioners Visit Vi r~ in ia  A m y  Base Set For Closinq 
Chairman Of Base C l o s i n ~ s  Commission Tourinr Va. installations 
Ouantico May Grow From BRAC 
State Panel To Make Recommendations To Gov. Warner 

Local News ,4rticlrs 
Fact-Finders To Examine Military's Recommendations On Closures, Realignments 
Relocation Plans Have Arlington Peering Into The Void; 
Defense Department Says I t  Will Vacate Leased Office Space 
Pentacon Aims To Disperse Facilities; 
Rumsfeld's Strategy For Capital Region Embedded In Report 

DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE 
ARLINGTON 

National News Articles 
Virginia lawmakers discuss base closures 

Local News Articles 
BRAC Panel Sets Hearing on N. VA; Many Arlington Workers Oppose Pentagon 
Proposed Relocation; Forum is July 7 
In Defense o f  Arlington, A Heads-Up to Pentagon 

' II 
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w Study to look at what more Ft. Belvoir iobs would mean for traffic 
Citizens Speak Out About BRAC Plan 

NAVAL SERVICE WARFARE CENTER DAHLGREN 
Natiorral News Articles 

Locul News Articles 
Locals, State To Scrutinize Plan 
Most Cheer List, But Some Have Wonies 
Big Gains For Ouantico Trump Dahlgren Losses 
Base Closures And Realignment Won't Devastate Virginia 
Basc Pnncl To Visit Statc 

Natiorial A'ews Articles 
Maine, New Hainushire Leaders Hope To Get Base Closing Data Tuesdav 
Baldacci Enlists veteran Allies In ~ i s e  Closings Battle 
Maine, New Hampshire Still Seeking Full Data From Pentagon 
Government Offers Grants To Con~munities Hurt Bv Base Closings 
Limits On Filibusters Are Already Pervasive 
Maine-New Hampshire Congressional Delegation Members To Present Case For Maine's 
Defense Facilities'To Brac Cntnmission Chair 

Local News Articles 
Contact BRAC today 
Collins Presses Pentagon For Data; 
I f  Base Closure Documents Aren't Handed Over, Sen. Susan Collins Says She Will 
Subpocna Thcm. 
Base Closure Reuo~ts  Awaitell; 
The State's Congressional Delegation Has Harsh Words For The Pentagon, Which Is Due 
To Release Documents. 
BRAC: The Red, The Blue And The Absent 

Opinions/ Editorials 
Pentagon Invites Strong Reaction By Not Sharing Base-Closinr: Data; 
The Military Should Explain Why I t  Believes Maine's Bases Should Be Tarzeted. 
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DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING SERVICE 
National News Articles 

Local News Articles 
Conmessman calls plans to close Cleveland pay office wasteful 
Conmesswoman Tubbs Jones Joins Senator John Thune(R-SD). Rep. Stephanie Herseth 
(D-SD) in Urging Delay of Base Closures 
Cleveland to lose 1.000 defense iobs; Pentagon has city's DFAS center in sights; High- 
paying work means millions to area; Leaders vow fight; chance of  winning slim 
Pending fight for DFAS iobs appears futile 
Lawmakers bash move of militarv pay center 

Editorial/Opinion Articles 

down Cleveland's DFAS office would be folly 

NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
(NGIA) 
Natiorlal Nena Articles 
Pentagon Proposes Relocation For Washingfon-Area Intel Operations 
Base Realignment Could Mean Econonlic Opportunities For Maryland 

Local News Articles 
Spy Asencv Passes On Countv 
Commute Could Realign With Base Closings; 
Shifting Bv Militarv Could Force Workers To Relocate 
Lawn~akers Encourage Support For Base Plan; 
Thev Sav State Leaders Need To Back Proposal 
Feds as  Neighbors? 
If Not Your Backyard. How About Mine? 



Submarine Base New London (Connecticut) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 172 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 12 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 160 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Base is considered the "Submarine capital of the World" and has historical value. 
Closure would be a blow to morale. 
2. Economic concerns: Loss of jobs, no cost benefit to moving operations, loss of 
investment 
3. Location means proximity to the North Atlantic and the polar ice cap, giving protection 
against threats from those parts of the world 
4. Base is located right next to Electric Boat, a major sub manufacturer 
5.  Retirees in the northeast rely on the base to receive benefits 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"The Military is correct about the New London Sub Base. My step son is stationed there 
on military pay and he cannot afford to be based there as the cost of living is too high." 

"If you want to completely devastate the submarine force, closing Subase is a great place 
to start. History will not treat that decision well." 

"I question the data for the closing of Subase. The clean up costs look very 
underestimated. The moving of Sub school and all the related training facilities that will 
have duplicated is grossly underestimated, and having to build the facilities in the 
Georgia swamp would be even more wasteful." 

"The close proximity of New England to the North Atlantic and the ice cap makes 
Submarine Base New London a two ocean facility." 

"Why would any base closure plan want to separate the Submarine Capital of the World 
from the nation's premier submarine manufacturer, Electric Boat?" 



US Navy Sub Base Groton (Connecticut) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 10 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 10 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

I .  Base is considered the "Submarine capital of the World" and has historical value. 
Closure would be a blow to morale. 
2. Economic concerns: Loss ofjobs, no cost benefit to moving operations, loss of 
investment 
3 .  Location means proximity to the North Atlantic and the polar ice cap, giving protection 
against threats from those parts of the world 
4. Base is located right next to Electric Boat, a major sub manufacturer 
5. Retirees in the northeast rely on the base to receive benefits 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"I do not agree with your proposed closure of the submarine facility in Groton, CT. This 
base not only provides the majority of submariner training both basic and advanced, it is 
also home to significant units of our submarine force in the Atlantic Fleet." 



Walter Reed Army Medical Center (DC) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 34 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 34 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. AFIP is an internationally renowned center for training in pathology 
2. AFIP publications are among the best references in all areas of pathology 
3. Displacing thousands of workers would cause major traftic problems 
4. Walter Reed serves a large number of veterans, and Bethesda does not have the 
capacity to take on patients from Walter Reed. 
5. 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"The publications of AFIP remain among the best reference in all areas of pathology, not 
only the study of tumors, but also in infectious diseases. Most anatomic pathology 
laboratories in the world have these regularly updated series o f  fascicles." 

"With the number of wounded being treated there from the current war, Bethesda naval 
has neither the room nor the expertise to transfer this service and still provide top quality 
care for our wounded." 

"As a physician (pathologist) I recognize the very important roles that the AFIP has 
played in providing excellence in diagnosis of difficult cases for both military and 
civilian physicians, and in training generations of physicians, particularly pathologists." 



New Castle County Airport Air Guard Station (DE) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 27 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of  Recommendation: 24 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

I .  Location is important to homeland defense 
2. Unit provides important firefighting support to surrounding area 
3. Moving would be a hardship on families 
4. Closure would not result in saving money 
5.  

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"As a fireline officer of a volunteer fire company in New Castle County Delaware, I am 
in support of the NCC Air Guard Station staying open. Our brothers and sisters there 
work hand in hand with us to keep our community safe. We need their support and 
cannot afford to lose them." 

"New Castle is the only Air Guard base in Delaware. If the Pentagon shifts its C-I 30s to 
other bases Delaware's Air Guard will be grounded. And we believe it could endanger 

w homeland defense efforts along the entire East Coast." 



Defense Finance and Accounting Service Cleveland (Ohio) 

Number of comments (as of 813): 133 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 133 

Top concernslthemes in public comments: 

1. Mission failure - supporting forward deployed troops (IragIAfghanistan) 
2. Fourth largest Federal employer in the area 
3. Economic impact - loss of jobs 
4. Friendly, helpful, knowledgeable staff (Gary, article in the Cleveland Newspaper) 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Northeast Ohio is dying on the vine as other mid-west states. 

If, DFAS can't deliver the state-of-the-art systems now available in the private sector 
then the DoD needs to make a tough decision and have the operation privatized. 



Defense Supply Center Columbus (Ohio) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 36 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 36 

Top concems1themes in public comments: 

1 .  Low cost of living 
2. Quality of life 
3. Capability to expand 
4. Training-cradle to grave perspective (with DFAS) that most DLA employees do not 

receive 
5. Cost efficient operations 
6. Synergy between DFAS and DLA 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Common place for DFAS and DLA to work together on initiatives and projects 



Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station (Pennsylvania) 

w Number of comments (as of 7/29): 92 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 % 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 99% 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Miscommunication to commission regarding the available land to expand the base. 
2. Problematic effects to local economy 
3. Relocation of C-130 fleet unnecessary 
4. Lack of homeland defense resultant 
5. Loss of recruitment potential 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"Currently, my father is employed with the Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station as a 
Communications Specialist in security. He has worked with the 91 1th in this capacity and as a reservist for 
the last 21 years. During this time frame, the country has seen two wars for which this base has provided 
key air and communications support. This base employs people from not only Pennsylvania, but from New 
York. Ohio, West Virginia, and Maryland. I ask that you seriously reconsider this base's place on the closing 
list. Thank you for your time." 

" lam currently an employee at a local laudndry mat. Our business runs off the uniform cleaning from the 91 1 
airforce base.. ." 



Kelly Support Center (Pennsylvania) 

'ly Number of comments (as of 7129): 16 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 13 
No opinion: 2 

Top 3 concems/themes in public comments: 

1. Closure of the commissary 90% 
2. Availability of Retirement Support 
3. Negative Effect on the Local Economy 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"I can't afford not to have a local commissary here in the Pittsburgh area and neither can the folks from 
West Virginia and Ohio who support the Kelly Support Center with the price of gasoline going out of sight I 
can't possibly drive to those other bases." 

"Please consider keeping open the Charles E. Kelley Commissary. This is the only commissary for active, 
reserve, guard and retired military personnel between Carlisle, Pa and Dayton, Ohio, a distance of 
approximately 600 miles." 

"I am a small business owner in the downtown district of Oakdale, PA which suffered major devastation from 
the 974 flooding due to Hurricane Ivan. If you close the Kelly facility, we will lose revenue from the military 

w employees and retirees who frequent our businesses in Oakdale. A great deal of my customer base is from 
people who work at or retirees who frequent the Kelly Facili ty... Thank you, Donna Dobos. Owner. Willow 
Creek Crossing Country Gift Shop." 



Defense Finance and Accounting Service Limestone (Maine) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 35 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 35 

Top concemslthemes in public comments: 

1. If closed - economically devastating to Northern Maine 
2. Low cost area 
3.  Excellent service and support to our customers 
4. Success at gaining new accounts 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Expand our mission by realigning departmental account from DFAS Denver 

DoD's consolidation plan makes no sense 



Fort Eustis (Virginia) 

w Number of comments (as of 7/29): 12 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 12 
Top 5 concems/themes in public comments: 

I. Does not make sense to from a training perspective to move the transportation center 
to Ft. Lee which is not on a river 

2. SDDC has spent over $1M in financing, researching, designing, facilities and 
infrastructure to consolidate the command at Ft. Eustis 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 



Fort Monmouth (New Jersey) 

lw Number of comments (as of 7/29): 290 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 289 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1 .  Provides cutting (leading) edge technology to all services 
2. Many scientists and engineers will not relocate 
3. Very strong scientific and engineering presence in New Jersey 
4. Closing Ft. Monmouth would be detrimental to the local economy 
5. The VA Clinic treats over 10.000 veterans 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

An alternate proposal that would accomplish the goals of this closure would be to 
relocate Ft Monrnouth to one of the other defense bases in NJ such as Ft Dix, McGuire 
AFB, or Lakehurst. This alternative would accomplish the combination of base 
operations to save money, provide for test ranges (one of the problems of Ft Monmouth 
cited in the report), actually save additional money because people would not have to 
relocate, and, most importantly, would not impact the soldier. 

w Fort Monmouth is the only research and development military installation in the entire 
United States with scientists and engineers that have an average of 15 years experience 
who are providing the software, electronics and devices now being used by our soldiers 
on the ground in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Ft Monmouth provides a joint C4ISR R&D and Acquisition function. It performs many 
cross-service functions today. The CERDEC, PEO-C3T and PEO IEW perform R&D, 
acquire, field and support technology and equipment for the joint services today. 
Equipment such as SINCGARS, SCAMP, SMART-T, and PSC-5 Spitfire were 
developed, tested and fielded by Ft Monrnouth personnel to the tri-services. SINCGARs 
radios were developed and tested by Ft Monmouth and are being used by Army, AF, 
Navy and Marine units. 



Leased Space (Virginia) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 54 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 2 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 52 

Top concernslthemes in public comments: 

1 .  Flexibility 
2. Economic impact 
3. Cost of new facilities 
4. Disjunction of resources 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Enforcement and consistent application of security procedures at leased facilities makes 
more sense to me than uprooting tens of thousands ofjobseople 

This "circle the wagons" mentality does not reflect well upon our military establishment 

I think the Pentagon went off the deep end when they chose to break all leases and move 
people just for "the sake of security." 



Naval Air Station Oceana (Virginia) 

Number of comments (as of 812): 1,242 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 10% 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 90% 

Top 5 concernslthemes in public comments (non-supportive): 

1. Closing NAS Oceana would be devastating to the local economy 
2. Solid inFrastructure to support troops and their families 
3. Quality of life 
4. Master Jet Base that is centrally located 
5. Cost of replicating NAS Oceana 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

If it ain't broke. don't fix it 

To me, it (jet noise) is the sound of Freedom 

If they're concerned about noise, let them move vice our base 

As a frequent visitor to Moody, it is ill-equipped to sustain the operations needed for 
Oceana's mission-structurally, physically, geographically, and demographically 

Top concernslthemes in public comments (supportive): 

I .  Extremely high noise levels-all hours of the day and evening 
2. Encroachment 
3. $1 billion inverse condemnation suit against the Navy is pending in federal court 
4. Flight safety issues-potential devastating crash 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Not one single jet flew over Virginia Beach during the visit of the BRAC Commissioners 
on August I ,  2005. Do you think that this was a coincidence? 

Realign it for safety reasons 



Mansfield Lahm Municipal Airport Air Guard Station (Ohio) 

'w Number of comments (as of 814): 44 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 44 

Top concemslthemes in public comments: 

1.  Economic impact if closed, generates over $70 million back to the local economy 
2. 9,000 foot runway is the largest in Ohio 
3. High retention and recruitment 
4. Can expand, accommodate the C-17 
5. 40% of the DoD airlift for 4% of the DoD's airlift budget 
6. Experienced personnel, readiness, facilities, and lost cost operations 

Key Quotes and Additional inforn~ation: 

Data used to close bases was flawed 

Hugh rift between the ANG and Air Force 

Appears the northem portion of the U.S. is taking the greatest hit 

IV 



Naval Air Station Willow Grove (Pennsylvania) 

'w Number of comments (as of 814): 308 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 2 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 306 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1.  Strategic and central location 
2. Homeland defense mission 
3. Economic impact 
4. Model for other Joint Reserve Bases 
5. 1 of 4 Digital Radar Air Control systems 
6. Strong community support 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

JRB Willow Grove is the type of military installation the DoD should be using as an 
example for others rather than trying to close [it] down. 

The mission of this prime facility should be expanded to handle more of the homeland 
security fimction and coastal defense requirements. 

w Yet the recommendations to close 4 C-130 reserve units like the one at Willow Grove, in 
addition to multiple Guard units, hrther increases the strain on active duty at a time when 
it is down-sizing 

Joint opportunities as well as alternate opportunities must be the key criteria in 
determining which Guard and Reserve units to close. 



Naval Weapons Station Yorktown (Virginia) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 40 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 40 

Top concernslthemes in public comments: 

1. Cost to move 
2. Environmental impactlclean-up 
3. Center for AMRAAM reprogramming 
4. Where are the savings? 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

We provide training to the Fleet on the CFMRE. By being in close proximity to the Fleet, 
it enables a large number of Sailors to be trained at little cost in time and money to the 
Fleet. 



Naval Weapons Station Yorktown (Virginia) 

Number of  comments (as of 814): 40 
Number of  community correspondence: 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of  Recommendation: 40 

Top concernslthemes in public comments: 

1. Cost to move 
2. Environmental impact/clean-up 
3. Center for AMRAAM reprogramming 
4. Where are the savings? 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

W e  provide training to the Fleet on the CFMRE. By being in close proximity to the Fleet, 
it enables a large number of Sailors to be trained at little cost in time and money to the 
Fleet. 



Niagara Falls International Airport Air Guard Station (New York) 

Number of e-mailed comments (as of 8/31: 104 
Number of written community correspondence including form letters: 80,000+ 

Support Recommendation for Closure: . I  % 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 99.9% 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1.  Homeland Security Mission 
2. Four major border crossings 
3. Economic hardship - business closures 
4. Recruiting challenge 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"Congregating forces in specific area makes a great target." 

Missionbase should be expanded vice closed." 

"Creating a large reserve center is unsettling - we rely on local communities and draw 
members from them." 



Naval Shipyard Portsmouth (New Hampshire) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 184 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 3 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 181 

Top 5 concems/themes in public comments: 

1. Recognized by the Navy as the most e fk i en t  ship yard -both public and private 
2. On-time, under budget 
3. Innovative and highly skilled work force 
4. Train and assist other shipyards 
5 .  Nuclear re-fueling capability 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Once closed, naval shipyards cannot be instantly reconstituted like an airbase or an Army 
depot. In peacetime, all four naval shipyards are necessary to perform presently 
scheduled submarine maintenance. In wartime, there must be sufficient capacity to repair 
battle damage. Once a crisis starts and the need for additional dry docks is realized, it's 
too late. Not factoring adequate surge capability into naval ship repair infrastructure is 
not planning for war. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard should be designated a "Center Of Excellence" for all present 
and fi ture attack submarine overhaul and repairs ... It has been earned 

Pride in service - 200 years of Navy shipbuilding service, how to you replace that one? 



Wright Patterson Air Force Base (Ohio) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 56 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 56 

Top concernsithemes in public comments: 

1 .  Cost prohibitive, economic impact of moving to Monterey 
2. Research facilities at WPAFB 
3. Impact on joint research projects o f  national importance 
4. Partnership(s) with Wright State, the University of Dayton and other area universities 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Practical, hands-on research - can't be  replicated 

Could these activities [academics, operational experience, joint andlor collaborative 
research initiatives] be  equally performed at a civilian institution by hiring qualified 
faculty (perhaps retired military personnel)? Unfortunately, no! 



Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport Air Guard Station (Ohio) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 75 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 74 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Economic impact if closed, not just Springfield but, Ohio as well 
2. Valuable training unit for the F-16 community (ANG, Active) 
3. Impact on retention and recruitment 
4. People will not follow - grossly understated 
5. Superb facilities - upgraded 
6. Close to WPAFB 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Issue of the Air Force making recommendations without consulting the Adjutant General 
needs to be addressed. 

Disdain by the Air Force of the ANG 

ANG's value to homeland defense 



Yeager Airport Air Guard Station (West Virginia) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 74 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 74 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. High ops tempo 
2. Economic impact 
3. Steady retention rates 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

The 130th Airlift Wing is the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Air National Guard. 
They are currently deployed in their twelfth rotation in the Global War on Terror. 

Did you know that this unit lead the famous "left hook" of General Schwarzkoff during 
Desert Stonn 
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ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALKING POINTS REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

I. GULF COAST SECURITY, HOMELAND SECURITY A N D  
HOMELAND DEFENSE CONCERNS 

As the Department of Defense (DoD) seeks to streamline our military in 
order to meet changing global threats, the Commission will evaluate whether 
the military value of each installation suggested by DoD for closure or 
realignment has been properly taken into account. 

NAS Pensacola 
The Commission will carefully consider the role that Pensacola Naval Air 
Station plays in the defense of the nation fiom the Gulf Coast region. 

Naval Station Pascagoula 
The Commission is awarc that Naval Station Pascagoula is located in a 
strategic location on the Gulf of Mexico and played a role as a homeport 
for the Aegis missile cruisers. 

Ft. Gillem 
The Commission is aware that Ft. Gillem houses a "state-of-the-art" 
forensics lab which services all branches of the military, and will take this 
into account in the Commission's determination of  the military value of  
the installation. 
Although Ft. Gillem may have made valuable contributions to U.S. 
Defense in years past, the Commission will evaluate the Installation's 
current military value and base its decision almost entirely upon this 
factor. 

NAS Atlanta 
The Commission will carefully consider the role that Naval Air Station 
Atlanta plays in the defense of the nation. This is especially important 
with regard to the Reserve training role that NAS Atlanta serves. 
The Commission recognizes and commends the role that military 
personnel from NAS Atlanta have played in current battlegrounds-Iraq 
and Afghanistan and will consider this as it dcterrnines the installation's 
current military value. 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALKING POMTS REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

(Illrl 11. ECONOMIC CONCERNS A N D  JOB LOSS 

The Commission recognizes the short-term hardship that these decisions 
may cause for some, yet must act in accordance with the law and in 
accordance with the security interests of our country, ensuring that our 
military is prepared to meet modern global threats 

Pensacola 
The local community around Pensacola and the installation have 
developed a strong relationship based upon a social and economic 
synergy. The loss of roughly 1500 jobs can have a significant impact on a 
community. The Commission understands this and will take it into 
account as it delineates its final recommendation. 

Naval Station Pascagoula 
The Commission will carefully consider the role that Naval Station 
Pascagoula and its nearly 1,000 personnel play in the defense of  the 
nation. 

Maxwell AFB 
The Commission is aware of the impact that the loss of 1,25 1 jobs from 
the Community surrounding Maxwell AFB would have and will take these 

'w economic effects into full consideration, while holding military value as 
the preeminent consideration. 
While making its final decision almost entirely based upon the military 
value of Maxwell AFB, the Commission will take the economic and other 
effects that the realignment of the installation would have on the 
surrounding community into full account. 

Ft. Gillem 
The Commission is aware that Ft. Gillem, together with Ft. McPherson, 
and Naval Air Station Atlanta, spend $565 million a year on salaries and 
employs four thousand civilians and 6,823 part-time active duty reservists. 
The Commission will consider the large economic impact that DoD's 
suggestions could have on the region. 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALKING POINTS REGARD~NG S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

The Department of Defense's (DoD) strategic determination of military value 
is partially based upon factors such as jointness, ease of mobility, and 
efficiency. As the Commission ensures that DoD made its suggestions in 
accordance with the law, the Commission will take the military value of an 
installation into full account. 

The Congress established the Commission to evaluate the Department of 
Defense's (DoD) suggestion to close the installation, and ensure that DoD 
made its suggestions in accordance with the law and after a full evaluation of 
all pertinent factors. 

The concept of jointness is not contingent upon co-location of Services at one 
installation. Rather, jointness is a synergy of operations that occurs at the 
command level. If the Commission were to vote against any DoD 
recommendations regarding the co-location of services, that vote should NOT 
be viewed as a vote against the DoD concept of jointness. 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 

ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE 
CURRENT BRAC PROCESS. 

I. GULF COAST SECURITY, HOMELAND SECURITY (HLS) 
A N D  HOMELAND DEFENSE (HLD) CONCERNS 

Q1. If Naval Station Pascagoula and Naval Station lngleside close, then Naval Air 
Station Key West and Naval Air Station Pensacola would be the only installations to 
provide protection to the Gulf of Mexico. Both of the latter installations are 
equipped with training and not tactical airframes. Will the Commission review the 
strategic implications of the DoD recommendation? 
Al .  Questions of long-term DoD strategy are out of the scope of the Commission in 
reviewing the BRAC recommendations. The Commission will evaluate installations 
primarily based upon the current military value. In addition, the Commission will 
evaluate any economic costs and the human impact of the Pentagon's proposal. Strategic 
questions are best posited to the Department of Defense. 

Q2. Since the retirement of the Aegis missile cruisers, Naval Station Pascagoula now 
has only one primary mission-interdiction of drug smuggling operations in the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean. Did the lack of multiple missions lead to the 
DoD's recommendations? Will the Commission consider alternatives to closing 
Pascagoula? 
A2. The process of evaluation, followed by the Commission, has been set forth by law. 
In this evaluation, military value is the most important factor to the Commission as DoD 

'w seeks to streamline our military to meet changing global threats. Military value is 
determined primarily through three criteria-jointness, ease of mobility, and the 
installations role in the changing global threat paradigm. The Commission will evaluate 
the DoD's recommendations based upon these criteria while also considering alternative 
economic and environmental impacts. 

Q3. Naval Station Ingleside has the Navy's only electromagnetic roll facility used to 
demagnetize mine warfare ships. Will the Commission consider this in its 
evaluation of the installation's proposed closure? 
A3. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of Naval Station Ingleside. Military 
value is determined through three primary criteria-jointness, ease of mobility, and role 
in the changing global threat structure. 

Q4. Naval Station lngleside is the only deep water installation located on the Gulf of 
Mexico. Will the Commission evaluate the strategic importance of the installation 
both to Homeland Security and Homeland Defense efforts? 
A4. The Commission will evaluate the installation based upon its military value. Military 
value is determined through three primary criteria-jointness, ease of mobility, and the 
base's role in the changing global threat arena. The Commission recognizes Naval 
Station Ingleside's strategic location on the Gulf of Mexico. The Commission 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 

ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE 

CURRENT BRAC PROCESS. 

u understands that the base's proximity to Mexico is of growing importance with regard to 
various Homeland Security efforts. 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 

ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE 
CURRENT BRAC PROCESS. 

Q5. The concept of jointness is a central element within the "military value" 
equation. However, this concept has come under scrutiny with regard to certain 
BRAC recommendations. How does the Commission define the concept of 
"jointness?" 
A5. The concept of jointness is not contingent upon co-location of Services at one 
installation. Rather, jointness is a synergy of operations that occurs at the command 
level. If the Commission were to vote against any DoD recommendations regarding the 
co-location of services, that vote should NOT be viewed as a vote against the DoD 
concept ofjointness. 

Q6. Should DoD's suggestions be enacted, Pope AFB would receive the U.S. Army 
Forces Command (FORSCORI) and the Headquarters U.S. Army Reserve 
Command from Ft. RlcPherson--which would be closed. Will the Commission 
consider whether the realignment suggested by DoD for Pope AFB would make it 
more o r  less able to hand these? 
A6. The Commission will perform a full evaluation, as prescribed by law, before coming 
to its conclusions. While military value will be the preeminent consideration, the 
Commission will also consider whether the surrounding community has the necessary 
supporting infrastructure to receive more troops, or what the economic, environmental 

'Ilr and other effects on the surrounding community would be, should the suggestion be 
enacted. 

Q7. While members of the Community are working to retain Ft. Gillem, the second 
option that they may suggest is that, rather than closing both Ft. McPherson and Ft. 
Gillem, that everything from the two forts be combined at Ft. Gillem. Of the two, 
Ft. Gillem has the advantage of being younger, having more room to expand, and 
currently undergoing construction. Would the Commission consider this option? 
A7. While DoD has the responsibility of creating the strategy to ensure that our military 
is well-prepared to meet changing global threats, the sole task of the Commission is to 
evaluate DoD's suggestions to close or realign various military installations across the 
country and ensure that those suggestions were made, both in accordance with the law 
and after all pertinent factors had been taken into account. Please be assured that the 
Commission will perform a full evaluation, prior to reaching its conclusion regarding Ft. 
Gillem. 



ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHEAST REGIONAL ISSUES 

ANTICIPATED QS & A S  REGARDING S.E. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE 
CURRENT BRAC PROCESS. 

111. ECONOMIC CONCERNS AND JOB LOSS 

Q8. In North Carolina, 135,000 people are employed by the military, giving the state 
the ranking of having the 4'h largest military presence. The state has 6 major 
installations and the military contributes approximately $18 billion a year to the 
state's economy. Should the Department of Defense's (DoD) proposal be enacted, 
Pope Air Force Base (AFB) would lose close to 4800 jobs. Will the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) consider the effect that this 
suggestion would have on the region? 
AS. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an independent entity to 
perform an open and transparent evaluation of the suggestions by DoD to close or realgn 
various military installations across the country and ensure that those suggestions were 
made in accordance with the law and after all pertinent factors had been taken into 
account. 

Q9. Although the state of Alabama would have a net gain of 2,664 jobs if the 
suggestions made by the Department of Defense (DoD) were enacted, Maxwell Air 
Force Base (AFB), itself would lose 1,251 jobs. Will the Commission take the 
economic effects that this would have on the local community into account? 
A9. The Congress established the Commission as an independent entity to evaluate--in 
an objective, transparent, and thorough manner, as prescribed by law-the suggestions by 

Jrr DoD to close or realign various military installations across the country. Although the 
Commission will hold military value as the preeminent consideration, i t  will take the 
economic, environmental, and other effects that the realignment of Maxwell AFB could 
have on the community into full account. 

Q10. If the Commission adheres to the Department of Defense's (DoD) 
recommendations, Cobb County will see a large loss of jobs. Estimates are that the 
county stands to lose 707 active duty and 2,168 reserve sailors, along with 526 active 
duty and 1,027 reserve Marines. Understandably, this would have a large economic 
impact on the community. Will the Commission consider these economic 
ramifications in the Commission's final recommendation regarding NAS Atlanta? 
A10. The factors to be included in the Commission's evaluation of DoD's suggestions 
for base closures and realignments are set forth by statute. The Commission is keenly 
aware of the human impact of these suggestions and will take this into account, while 
maintaining military value as its most important consideration in this evaluation. 

Q11. Together with Naval Air Station Atlanta and Ft. RlcPherson, Ft. Gillem 
spends $565 million a year on salaries and employs about four thousand civilians 
and 6,823 
part-time active duty reservists. Will the Commission consider the effect that 
cutting these jobs would have on the economy of the region? 
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YY A1 1. While the Commission will base its final decision almost entirely upon military 
value, it will also take into account the economic, environmental, and other effects that 
the closure or realignment of an installation would have on the local community. Please 
be assured that the Commission will conduct a full economic analysis prior to reaching its 
conclusion regarding Ft. Gillem. 

Q12. If the Commission adheres to the Department of Defense's (DoD) 
recommendations, Pensacola will see the largest job loss of all military bases in 
Florida. Estimates are that 1,579 jobs will be lost in the realignment process. 
Understandably, this would have a large economic impact on the community. Will 
the Commission consider these economic ramifications in the Commission's final 
recommendation regarding NAS Pensacola? 
A12. The factors to be included in the Commission's evaluation of the DoD's 
suggestions for base closures and realignments are set forth by statute. The Commission 
is keenly aware of the human impact of these suggestions and will take their economic 
effects on the region into account, while maintaining military value as its most important 
consideration in this evaluation. 

Q13. Estimates are that Keesler AFB will lose 402 jobs (181 military, 31 civilian, 
and 190 contractor personnel) if the medical center closes. In addition, the 
Gulfport-Biloxi metropolitan area could lose another 352 jobs if there is no 
economic recovery. Will the Commission consider the possible economic effect on 

w the area as the Commission reaches its final conclusion? 
A13. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of Keesler AFB medical center, but will 
also consider the impact that the closure of the installation would have on the surrounding 
community. Please be assured that the Commission will make a full evaluation, as 
prescribed by law, before coming to its conclusions and formulating its suggestions. 

Q14. Under the current BRAC recommendation, Mayport Naval Station in 
Jacksonville, FL would receive 1,000 personnel and 4 ships from the closure of 
Naval Station Pascagoula. Will the Commission evaluate Mayport's infrastructure 
to determine whether the installation can accommodate such a large influx of 
resources? 
A14. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but will also consider other 
factors. The ability of the community to support a military installation is very important, 
as is the effect that the closure of that installation would have on the community. Please 
be assured that the Commission will make a full evaluation, as prescribed by law, before 
coming to its conclusions and formulating its suggestions. 

Q15. The NSA-which houses only offices and has no military mission or combat 
training-employs more than 4,600 civilians and service personnel and houses more 
than 40 commands. Estimates state that the NSA contributes more than $7.8 
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law 
million annually to the New Orleans economy. Will the Commission consider the 
possible economic effect on D.C. as the Commission reaches its final conclusion? 
A15. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of NSA, but will also consider the 
impact that the closure of the installation would have on the surrounding community. 
Please be assured that the Commission will make a full evaluation, as prescribed by law, 
before coming to its conclusions and formulating its suggestions. 

Q16. If the Commission adheres to the Department of Defense's (DoD) 
recommendations, the Naval Ordnance Test Unit closure would result in a loss of 
roughly 700 jobs-136 military, 59 civilian, and nearly 500 defense contractors. 
Understandably, this would have a large economic impact on the community. Will 
the Commission consider these economic ramifications in the Commission's final 
recommendation regarding Cape Canaveral? 
A16. The factors to be included in the Commission's evaluation of the DoD's 
suggestions for base closures and realignments are set forth by statute. The Commission 
is keenly aware of the human impact of these suggestions and will take their economic 
effects on the region into account, while maintaining military value as its most important 
consideration in this evaluation. 
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IV. MEDICAL 

Q17. Will the BRAC closure of NAS Atlanta affect the Navy regional hospital 
located on the Dobbins Air Reserve Base side of the installation? 
A17. The effect on medical facilities is of great importance to the Commission. The 
Commission recognizes the importance that medical facilities plays in the lives of active 
duty, Reserve, and retired military personnel. The Commission will consider the effects 
of DoD's recommendations on local medical facilities. 

Q18. The Department of Veterans Affairs and DoD's Joint Ambulatory Care Clinic 
is scheduled to open in 2007. Should Pensacola have a role with regard to the Joint 
Ambulatory Care Clinic, this could offset the job loss of the potential realignment. 
Does the Commission anticipate this role for Pensacola? 
A18. The sole purpose of the Commission is to independently and transparently evaluate 
the suggestions made by DoD to close or realign military installations across the country, 
and to ensure that all pertinent considerations have been taken into account. While the 
Commission will evaluate the current military value of an installation, DoD is responsible 
for working with a community, should a suggestion for a realignment be enacted, to 
ensure continued economic growth. DoD is responsible for the strategy to ensure that our 
troops are well-prepared to meet today's changing global threats; the Commission is only 
responsible for evaluating the list of suggested base closures and realignments provided 

w by DoD. 

Q19. The BRAC list recommendations suggests bringing the Navy's Undersea 
Medical Institute to Pensacola from New London, CT. Does DoD have a larger 
medical role planned for Pensacola in the future? 
A19. While DoD creates the military strategy for meeting changing global threats, the 
entire focus of the Commission is to evaluate whether or not DoD has followed the law in 
its suggestions to close or realign military installations across the country. The 
Commission will evaluate current military value of an installation, according to the 
process prescribed by statute. 

Q20. The Pentagon has justified its recommendation to close the in-patient 
capability at Keesler AFB medical center because of its proximity to accredited 
civilian facilities with inpatient capability. Does the Commission understand that 
this change would have a direct fiscal impact on soldiers as they would be 
responsible out-of-pocket for certain medical expenses? 
A20. The Commission takes all pertinent factors into account, as prescribed by statute, 
as it performs an evaluation of the suggestions made by the Department of Defense 
(DoD) and formulates its own suggestions. The Commission is keenly aware of the 
human impact had by the closure or realignment of a medical center, and although 
current military value is the most important consideration, the Commission will also 
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w consider the effects that the removal of a medical capability would have on the 
surrounding community. 

Q21. Estimates are that some 10,001 military retirees live within a 50-mile radius of 
Keesler AFB. Under the proposed recommendations these retirees would be 
required to pay for medical expenses out-of-pocket. Will the Commission consider 
how these changes will affect costs for retirees? 
A21. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but will also consider other 
factors. The economic repercussions resulting from the closure of in-patient care at the 
medical center is an important factor to the Commission. Please be assured that the 
Commission will make a full evaluation, as prescribed by law, before coming to its 
conclusions and formulating its suggestions. 

Q22. The Pentagon has rationalized closing the VA hospital in Gulfport because of 
its proximity to the medical center a t  Keesler AFB. However, the Pentagon has also 
recommended the closure in-patient care a t  the Keesler AFB medical center. How 
will the Con~mission approach such an obvious oversighVdiscrepancy in the 
Pentagon's recommendations? 
A22. The Commission will perform a through, accurate, and objective analysis of the 
DoD's proposed recommendations. In doing so, the Commission will be sensitive to any 
discrepancies that might exist within the Pentagon's recommendations. 

w Q23. The Keesler AFB medical center provides many residency programs. In order 
for residency programs to be successful, a hospital needs to maintain in-patient care 
capability. If the Pentagon's recommendations occur, the residency programs a t  
Keesler will likely close and this will have a dramatic effect on the level of medical 
care in the area. Will the Commission consider this likely effect? 
A23. The Commission will consider the full impact of the DoD's recommendations on 
the local community. The Commission understands that decisions regarding health care 
may have a dramatic impact on a community. Oftentimes, the decision to remove a 
medical capability at one location requires that it be performed at another. The 
Commission will analyze the DoD's recommendations regarding this medical center 
deliberately and carefully. 

Q24. Keesler AFB medical center is one of 2 remaining Air Force institutions that 
provides full-service in-patient care for the Air Force dependents. Full-service 
refers to the level of subspecialty care that patients receive a t  Keesler AFB medical 
center. There is no other facility in the Biloxi/Gulfport region that provides this 
service to pediatric patients, civilian o r  military. Will the Commission consider the 
cost to the community of closing a medical center of Keesler's caliber? 
A24. The Commission is keenly aware of the human impact had by the closure or 
realignment of a medical center, and although current military value is the most important 
consideration, the Commission will also consider the effects that the removal of a 

'IIVI 
medical capability would have on the surrounding community. 
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V. CONCERN O V E R  THE P E R C E I V E D  POTENTIAL FOR 
POLITICAL BIAS 

425. Some have suggested that the reason DoD's list is not final, is that there is still 
time and room for "political maneuvering." Will political influence have any sway 
with the Commission? 
A25. The Congress established the Commission as an entirely non-partisan and non- 
political entity, to independently evaluate DoD's suggestions to ensure that those 
suggestions were made in full accordance with the law and only after all pertinent factors 
had been taken into account. The Commission is entirely open and transparent and was 
established, in part, to serve as a means of public accountability for the decisions to close 
or realign various military installations. The process followed by the Commission, as 
well as  the factors to be included in the Commission's evaluation, have been specifically 
prescribed by law. 

Q26. What role will politics play in the Commission's decision regarding NAS 
Atlanta? 
A26. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an entirely non-partisan and 
non-political entity to independently evaluate whether DoD made its recommendations in 
accordance with the law. The Commission will serve to provide accountability to the 
public and ensure that all suggestions have been based upon the criteria set forth by 

w statute. The Commission will perfom a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis, in a 
completely open and transparent manner, which will take into account, chiefly, the 
military value of  Naval Air Station Atlanta, but will also consider the economic, 
environmental and other effects that the closure of  the installation would have on the 
surrounding community. 

427. The Governor of Georgia has established a commission, entitled the "Georgia 
Military Affairs Coordinating Committee," to work to save military installations in 
the state as well as to create plans for redevelopment, should the installations be 
closed. Additionally, Brigadier General Phil Browning (Ret.), is heading the effort 
to prevent base closures in the state. Does political influence have any sway on the 
Commission? 
A27. The Congress established the Commission as a completely non-partisan and non- 
political entity to independently evaluate the suggestions made by DoD to close or 
realign various military installations to ensure that the suggestions were made in 
accordance with the law and after all pertinent factors had been taken into account. The 
factors to be evaluated in the Commission's analysis have been specifically prescribed by 
law. 
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w Q28. Representative Gene Taylor (D-Miss), a long-time opponent of base closings, 
and Senator Trent Lott have vowed to fight the BRAC recommendations 
concerning Mississippi military installations. Will the political influence yielded by 
these men affect the Commission's final recommendation? 
A28. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an entirely non-partisan and 
non-political entity to independently evaluate whether DoD made its recommendations in 
accordance with the law. The Commission will serve to provide accountability to the 
public and ensure that all suggestions have been based upon the criteria set forth by 
statute. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis, in a 
completely open and transparent manner, which will take into account, chiefly, the 
military value of Naval Station Pascagoula, but will also consider the economic, 
environmental and other effects that the closure of the installation would have on the 
surrounding community-as prescribed by law. 

Q29. Some contend that Naval Station Mayport was slated to receive all of 
Pascagoula's resources because of the ties between Governor Jeb Bush and 
President Bush. Will the Commission evaluate these allegations? 
A29. The Commission will review the Pentagon's proposal based upon an evaluation of 
the current military value of the installation. In addition, the Commission will analyze 
the projected economic costs and human impact of the DoD BRAC recommendations. 
The Commission will not factor political allegations in its evaluation of the 
recommendations. 

w Q30. Governor Bush has vowed to fight the current recommendations in an effort 
to save jobs in the Pensacola area. Will the Governor's relationship with the 
President aide him in his effort? 
A30. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an entirely non-partisan and 
non-political entity to independently evaluate whether DoD made its recommendations in 
accordance with the law. The Commission will serve to provide accountability to the 
public and ensure that all suggestions have been based upon the criteria set forth by 
statute. The Commission will perfom a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis, in a 
completely open and transparent manner, which will take into account, chiefly, the 
military value of Naval Air Station Pensacola, but will also consider the economic, 
environmental and other effects that the closure of the installation would have on the 
surrounding community. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
POPE AIR FORCE BASE 
hTational News Articles 
Pope base would shed troops under Pentagon proposal 
New face for Pope, thousands of new faces at Braag in BRAC plan 
Dole To Helo People Displaced After Proposed Base Closings 
Sen. Dole reacts to BRAC announcement 

Local News Articles 
BRAC work not over, officials sav (Goldsboro, NC) 
Yeager pledges cash. land to Guard (Charleston. WV) 
Base-closing plan goes easy on N.C. (Winston-Salem, NC) 
N.C. will face no base closings (New Bern, NC) 
Military at Pope Air Force Base react to BRAC (Spring Lake, NC) 
Mix of N.C. reaction: Concern, elation (Charlotte, NC) 
Carolinas spared in Pentagon proposal to close bases (Charlotte, NC) 

Opirriot~s/ Editorials 
For many workers who call this area home. 656 is not just a number, but it's their lives 
(New Bern, NC) 'w N.C., S.C. avoid b i ~  hit (Charlotte, NC) 
State Wants Stronger Military Connections: (Greensboro, NC) 
State dodqes a bullet (Durham, NC) 

SOUTH NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND 
National News Articles 
Southeastern Shuffling: Pentagon Plan Offers Region Net Job Gains. 

Local News Articles 
South Carolina Military Bases Are Highly Ranked by the Defense Department 
Base closing commissioners to visit South Carolina 
State stands to gain military iobs 
&f 
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Local News Articles 
South Carolina's BRAC Victory 
S.C.'s major military bases dodge ax, add jobs, missions 
BRAC Briefly 
State Stands to Gain Militarv Jobs 
Charleston Suffers Mild Losses in New Base Closing Hit 
1,161 AREA BASE JOBS TARGETED AH: Charleston onlv region in statc on Pentagon 
hit list 
Panel to inspect N. Charleston facilities slated to close 

Opiniorr/EditoriaI Articles 
State Escapes Most Base Cuts 
'Bruised' not battered bv BRAC OPINION 

NAVAL AIR STATION ATLANTA 
National N e w  Articles 

Local News Articles 
MARIETTA: Navy's presence often overlooked; Station has been overshadowed by 

'el 
Dobbins 
2 bases on list for closure evaluated 
Robins job gains from BRAC unclear as officials still sorting out what's what 
Cobb Chamber aims to halt base closing 

FORT MCPHERSON 
National News Articles 
The 10 Largest on the Hit List 
Cries of  'Flat Wrong' Greet Pentagon's Base Closing List 

Local N e w  Articles 
Defense Coining Down to a 2-Hour 
Evaluation Date Set at Fort McPherson 
'PLAN B' FOR THREATENED BASES: Gems at our door 
Combining Bases Mav Be Option 
Southside Weighs in on Fort Closures; Minimal Impact Expected 
Town Wonied over Future Without Post 
East Point dreads loss of Fort Mac; Business, flavor won't be the same 
Four Gcornia Bases Recommended for Closure 
State Officials Work to Cover Militarv Bases 
Planners Consider Redevelopment Options if Bases Close 
BRAC Plan Proposes Net Gain of  479 Jobs at RAFB 
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EditoriaVOpinion Articles 
Preserving Atlanta: Forts a Valuable Link that Shouldn't Be Broken 

FORT GILLEM 
National News Articles 

Local News Articles 
State Most Likely Lost Cuase; Miller Says Fight but Get Plan B 
Lessons Lie in Old Base Closures 
Combining Bases Mav Be Option; If McPherson, Gillem Can't Both Be Kept, Officials 
May Pitch Consolidation at Gillem. 
Evaluation Visit Planned for Fort Gillem 
Planners Consider Redevelopment Options if Base Closes 
Gems at Our Door 
Evaluation Date Set for Fort McPherson 
Release of Georpia's BRAC Data Under Fire; State's Delegation Seeks Bush's Help to 
Get More Information 

'W MAXWELL AFB 
National News Articles 
Defense Department Brac Plan Cuts Isr Bases Bv More Than Half 
P e n t a ~ o n  Recommends 10 Air Force Installations For Closure 

Local News Articles 
Officials Gear Up To Lobby For Military Bases In Their Areas 
Rilev: Devot Workers' Hard Work Saved Jobs 
Officials Look To Counter BRAC 
Tempered Optimism At Hanscom 

PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE 
National News Articles 

Local News Articles 
Air Force Base Could Lose 195 Positions Under Base Realignment 
Brevard Relieved as Patrick Skirts Closure 
Florida Escapes Worst of Proposed Base Cuts 
Base Closinfis Would Wring Florida's Wallet 
Regardless of Expectations, Most People Welcome News w 
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Pope Air Force Base (North Carolina) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 10 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 2 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 6 

Top 5 concems/themes in public comments: 

I .  What is the Air Force going to do with the C-1305 aircraft? 
2. The 82d Airbome depends on aircraft for deployment and Pope provides that much 

need function. 
3. The active airlift units should receive the new C-130s, expand in size, and stay on 

Bragg as tenants. 
3. Many Air Force facilities and functions duplicate those already on Ft. Bragg. 
5. What are the "actual" cost savings of moving the 43 AW to Little Rock 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Currently, the Air Force must frequently request support from Fort Bragg for 
infrastructure support and operations. Fort Bragg support of infrastructure is more 
efficient, since it is staffed by full-time civilian personnel and contractors who excel in 
base support. 



Maxwell AFB (Alabama) 

w Number of comments (as of 7/29): 40 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 2 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 38 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

I .  Decision is politically motivated 
2. Higher cost of living in Boston is a hardship 
3. Move will lead to loss of experienced, trained people 
4. Makes more sense to move people from Hanscom to Maxwell than the other way 
around, since there are fewer people 
5.  Maxwell and Hanscom have different missions. 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

w i t h  allegations of lobbying, bribes and insiders influencing the realignment of OSSW, there should be an 
investigation into this decision." 

"I can take a $40.000 cut in pay locally and at least still be here. There is no way I can make this move, even 
though I have over 20 years experience wrapped in the systems we maintain here at OSSG, have always 
excelled, and always cared." 

Is it prudent, operationally or fiscally, to move all the technical experts who have so many years of 

uy7 irreplaceable training and experience to such a small operation that does not even have the necessary 
infrastructure in place to support these systems? 



Fort Smith Regional (Arkansas) 

'w Number of comments (as of 7/29): 99 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 4 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 95 

Top 5 concemslthemes in public comments: 

1 .  Local economyljob losshardship of moving 
2. Base has strong support from community, strong recruitment and retention 
3. 1 88Ih is currently deployed in Iraq and deserves better 
4. Base is important for regional and national security 
5. Base serves as major training facility for firefighting, and provides firefighting support 
to local community 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"It  makes little sense to realign the 188Ih without even considering an alternate mission. 
The 1 88'h has enough ramp space, bombing range, POL fuel storage, etc to accommodate 
ay mission. It also scored higher in military value than some of the bases that are gaining 
aircraft and personnel." 

"The well-training and well-equipped firefighters of the 1 88Ih are an elite group whose 

w capabilities for emergency response could never be replaced if they leave Fort Smith." 

"The I 881h is currently deployed in Iraq. I think it is a real slap in the face to our soldiers 
who are currently in combat to tell them that they aren't important enough to keep their 
base." 

"I am very much in favor of the closing of the 188Ih fighter wing of the National Guard at 
Forth Smith, Arkansas. My husband and I have lived here since 1976. During those years, 
the noise from the jets has been appalling." 





ISSUE BOOK: NORTHWEST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALKING POINTS REGARDING N.W. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

w 
1 .  C O M M U N I T Y  IMPACT / PERCEIVED HISTORICAL 

VALUE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

The Commission both understands and appreciates the historic ties and the 
synergy that develops between a base and the community that surrounds it and 
will take these factors into account when crafting its recommendations. 
However, the commission is bound by statute and law to use military value as its 
primary determining factor. 

NORTHWEST GENERAL- While military value is extremely important 
to the Commission, the Commission understands the human impact that 
the suggestions by DoD would have, should those suggestions be enacted, 
and will consider the effects that the loss ofjobs would have on the 
surrounding community. 
The Congress established the Commission as an independent entity to 
ensure that all critical factors have been evaluated, and that the effects on 
the surrounding community have been taken into full account in the 
decision to recommend a base for closure or realignment. 

Alaska General 
While some initial economic effects of these potential closure may be 
negative, some believe there could be redeeming values in the mid and 
long term. For example, in the event of the closure of the Kullis Air 
National Guard, it should it allow for expansion of the international airport 
in Anchorage and continued economic development in that region. The 
DoD will work with communities to help them continue to thrive 
economically, but the Commission only takes into account in its 
evaluation the effect that DoD's suggestions would have, should they be 
enacted. Some see the opportunity in the possible closure of bases like 
Kullis, but the Commission will ensure that a full evaluation has been 
performed, holding military value as its most important consideration. 

Kullis 
Every community has historic ties to its base, such as this one named after 
lS' Lt. Albert Kullis, but the most important consideration of the 
Commission is the current military value of the installation in this time of 
changing global threats. 



ISSUE BOOK: NORTHWEST REGIONAL ISSUES 

TALKING POINTS REGARDING N.W. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

Irr) Umatilla Chemical Depot 
The Congress established the Commission as an independent entity to 
ensure that all critical factors have been evaluated, and that the effects on 
the surrounding community have been taken into full account. The 
commission however recognizes that the local community and the 
installation have developed a strong economic relationship over the years 
and the potential loss of roughly 800 jobs can have a significant impact on 
a community and is not something to be taken lightly. While military 
value must be our primary determining factor, the final recommendations 
will not be reached until all considerations and factors have been weighed. 

The Commission recognizes that the closure of the Umatilla Chemical 
Depot may have a significant environmental impact. As such, the 
Commission will make every effort to understand the environmental 
concerns surrounding an installation's closure and will factor those 
concerns into its final recommendation. 
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I f .  HOMELAND SECURITY AND HOMELAND DEFENSE 
CONCERNS 

The most important consideration to the Commission, as it conducts an 
independent review of the suggestions by the Department of Defense (DoD) is 
military value. 

Elmendorf 
The Commission understands the unique role that Elmendorf AFB serves 
in Alaska both as a defender and a projector of force. The installation's 
military value, as such, will be taken into full account by the Commission. 
Elmendorf AFB has served in a unique role in the defense of the nation. 
Home to both the United States' missile defense system and the trans- 
Alaska pipeline, Alaskans and the nation have benefited from the 
projection of air power resident at Elmendorf. The Commission will 
analyze Elmendorf AFB's future role in light of the DoD's 
recommendations. 

Eielson 
Eielson AFB has served in a unique role in the defense of the nation. 
Home to both the United States' missile defense system and the trans- 
Alaska pipeline, Alaskans and the nation have benefited from the 
projection of air power resident at Eielson. The Commission will analyze 
Eielson AFB's future role in light of the DoD's recommendations. 

Portland 
The Commission understands the unique role that the Portland Air Guard 
Station serves in the Pacific Northwest both as a defender and a projector 
of force. The installation's military value, as such, will be taken into full 
account by the Commission. 
The Portland Air guard Station has served in a unique role in the defense 
of the nation. Home to one of the most technologically advanced F-15 
fighter wings, the Pacific Northwest and the nation have benefited from 
the projection of air power resident at the Portland Air Guard Station. The 
Commission will analyze Portland Air Guard Station's future role in light 
of the DoD's recommendations. 
The Commission is aware that Portland's proximity to the border with 
Canada necessitates the mission of border defense. Portland Air Guard 
Station has been very successful at this mission in the past. The 
Commission will analyze this role and make a recommendation based 
upon the military value of the installation. 
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w McChord 
The Commission understands the unique role that McChord AFB serves in 
Washington as a logistical supporter of the Army. The installation's 
military value, as such, will be taken into full account by the Commission. 
McChord AFB has served a critical role in providing for the security of 
the U.S. since its inception in 1938. Most recently, McChord has been a 
critical provider of airlift operations to the United States Army. 

Mountain Home 
The Commission is aware of the key defense roles that Mountain Home 
AFB has played and the pioneering missions it has been given and will 
carefully evaluate all key factors before coming to its conclusion, which 
will be based almost entirely upon military value. 
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111. ECONOMIC CONCERNS AND JOB LOSS 

While military value must be the primary consideration to the Commission, 
the Commission understands the human impact that the suggestions by DoD 
might have, and will consider the effects that the loss of jobs would have on 
the surrounding community when deliberating its recommendations. 

Alaska General 
While some initial economic effects of the closure may be negative, there 
could be redeeming value in the closure should it allow for expansion of 
the international airport in Anchorage and continued economic 
development. DoD will work with communities to help them continue to 
thrive economically, but the Commission only takes into account in its 
evaluation the effect that DoD's suggestions would have, should they be 
enacted. Some see the opportunity in the possible closure of Kulis, but the 
Commission will ensure that a full evaluation has been performed, holding 
military value as its most important consideration. 
Anchorage is within a 9-hour flight of 95% of the industrialized world and 
the Commission will consider this as it analyzes the economic effects that 
the closure of the base would have on Anchorage as the city seeks to 
expand its own international airport. 
The Commission will evaluate the economic impact that the installation 
realignment would have on the larger Fairbanks community surrounding 
the base, while basing its decision almost entirely upon military value. 
The Commission understands that the current recommendations will have 
a strong economic impact on the Fairbanks community. Estimates have 
placed the impact as high as an 8% reduction in employment. The 
Commission will take into full consideration the economic ramifications 
of the DoD's recommendations. 
While many see the prospect of economic gowth for Anchorage, should 
Kulis actually be closed, the Commission will perform a careful and 
independent evaluation of the military value of the base, as well as its 
important contributions in areas such as search and rescue and support, 
before reaching its final conclusion. 

Umatilla 
The Commission is aware of the possible economic, environmental, and 
other effects that the suggestions to close Umatilla Army Depot could 
have and is taking these into consideration 
The Commission will evaluate the economic impact that the installation 
closure would have on the community surrounding Umatilla, while basing 
its decision almost entirely upon military value 
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IYC 
Mountain Home AFB 

The Commission understands the human impact that the suggestion to 
realign Mountain Home AFB could have, and will take the economic 
effects into careful account. 
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IV. JOINTNESS 

Some of the factors upon which DoD bases its judgements of military value 
are jointness, ease of mobility, and efficiency. DoD intends to streamline our  
military to ensure that it is able to meet current threats. The Commission 
will perform the evaluation to ensure that DoD's suggestions to close o r  
realign various bases have been made in accordance with the law. 

The Commission understands the valuable role that Mountain Home AFB 
has played in the past, but in this environment of changing global threats, 
needs to determine the current military value of the installation so that 
precious resources are not wasted on excess infrastructure that provides 
little contribution to meeting today's changing global threats. 
The concept of jointness is not contingent upon co-location of Services at 
one installation. Rather, jointness is a synergy of operations that occurs at 
the command level. K the Commission were to vote against any DoD 
recommendations regarding the co-location of services, that vote should 
NOT be viewed as a vote against the DoD concept of jointness. 



ISSUE BOOK: NORTHWEST REGIONAL ISSUES 

ANTICIPATED QS & AS REGARDING N.W. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE 
CURRENT BRAC PROCESS. 

Q1. Strategically, Alaska is an important state. I t  is home to both the United 
States' missile defense system and the trans-Alaska pipeline. . In addition, Alaska 
has half the coastline of the United States and the perimeter that faces Asia. 
Traditionally, air  power has sewed in the state as a means of strategic deterrence. 
Does it make strategic sense to downsize ,the military presence in this region? 
Al .  The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but will also consider other 
factors. The Department of Defense delineated the strategiclmilitary value of 
installations in Alaska based upon jointness, ease of mobility, and the base's strategic 
role in today's changing global threats. Alaska is a unique and valuable state in both 
location and resources. The Commission will consider all of these factors in its final 
recommendation to the President. 

Q2. Strategically, Oregon's role in securing the nation's borders and protecting the 
United States from terrorist and non-conventional threats has been considered vital. 
Doesn't the role of the Portland Air Guard Station serve well in the DoD's efforts to 
transform the military to face the threats of the 21'' Century? 
A2. The most critical consideration in the Commission's evaluation is military value of 
the installation. The Commission will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the 
base, but will also consider other factors. DoD developed its standard of military value 

'YI based upon jointness, ease of mobility, and the base's strategic role in today's changing 
global threats. Oregon is a unique and valuable state in location. The Commission will 
consider this factor in its final recommendation to the President. 

Q3. Under the proposed realignment, the Portland Air Guard Station would retain 
the 142"~'s expeditionary combat support elements and the 244Ih and 27znd Combat 
Communications Squadron. As such, the base would retain two F-15s on alert 
status. Will the Commission evaluate whether or not this would negatively affect 
U.S. defense? 
A3. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but will also consider other 
factors. The Commission will not comment on issues of a strategic nature as this is out of 
the purview prescribed by law. Please be assured that the Commission will make a full 
evaluation, as prescribed by law, before coming to its conclusions and formulating its 
suggestions. 
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11. ECONOMIC CONCERNS A N D  JOB LOSS 

Q4. The combined proposed cuts for military presence in the State of Alaska are 
substantial. Estimates suggest that roughly 4,800 jobs will be lost in Alaska. Most 
of these jobs are located at both Elmendorf AFB and Eielson AFB. Is there a reason 
that the Air Force installations seem to have been targeted for reduction by the 
DoD? 
A4. The statute establishes the criteria. As outlined by the statute, the Department of 
Defense placed priority on military value; while also taking into consideration economic, 
environmental, and other effects that the closure or realignment of a base would have on 
the community surrounding that base. Information that was gathered in the analysis of a 
base, with the exception of information that is sensitive to national security, will be made 
accessible to the public. Part of what constitutes DoD's determination of military value 
is jointness, ease of mobility, and the base's strategic role in today's changing global 
threats. 

Q5. The combined cuts, proposed by the Department of Defense (DoD) for military 
presence in the state of Oregon are substantial. Estimates suggest that roughly 
1,083 jobs will be lost in Oregon. Of these jobs, approximately 884 would come 
from the recommended closure of Umatilla Chemical Depot. This represents 2 
percent of the Pendleton-Hermiston area workforce. Will the Commission take into 
account the economic ramifications of this proposal? 

QU AS. The statute establishes the criteria. As outlined by the statute, the Department of 
Defense placed priority on military value; while also taking into consideration economic, 
environmental, and other effects that the closure or realignment of a base would have on 
the community surrounding that base. Information that was gathered in the analysis of a 
base, with the exception of information that is sensitive to national security, will be made 
accessible to the public. Part of what constitutes DoD's determination of military value 
is jointness, ease of mobility, and the base's strategic role in today's changing global 
threats. 

Q6. In addition to the primary estimates concerning job loss through realignment 
of the base, additional estimates predict that the base will lose about 1,200 part-time 
Guard airmen and reservists, who would report to other units. Does the 
Commission recognize that the economic ramifications of base realignmenffclosure 
could extend well-beyond initial estimates? 
A6. The Commission will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but 
will also consider other factors. The Commission understands the significant economic 
impact that realignment of a base can have on a community. Communities and military 
installations form an economic/social synergy and become progressively dependent on 
one another over time. As such, the Commission will carefully review the economic 
impact of each DoD recommendation. 
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Q7. For the community, the Fort Lewis-McChord AFB merger would carry an 
economic cost. Estimates state that consolidation could eliminate 700-plus jobs 
(military and civilian) at the two installations. Will the Commission consider the 
economic implications of the DoD recommendations? 
A7. The Congress established the Commission as an independent entity to evaluate--in a 
thorough, non-political and accurate way, as prescribed by statute--the suggestions made 
by DoD to close or realign bases around the county. As such, the Commissions primary 
criteria used by the Commission for evaluating the DoD's recommendations is the 
military value of the base. However, the Commission will also consider the economic, 
environmental, and other affects that the realignment of the base could have on the 
surrounding community. 
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I l l .  ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS/ H I S T O R I C A L  VALUE 

Q8. Will the Commission take into account the environmental costs of cleaning up 
the Depot after the destruction of the chemical weapons arsenal? 
AS. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of the base, but will also consider the 
economic, environmental, and other factors. The Commission recognizes that the closure 
of a military installation may have significant environmental impact. As such, the 
Commission will make every effort to understand the environmental concerns 
surrounding an installation's closure and will factor those concerns into its final 
recommendation. 

Q9. Ellsworth AFB was established in 1942 and has been the home of the 28Ih Bomb 
Wing since 1947. Will the Commission consider the lengthy history of this 
installation as  well as the contributions that it has made to the defense of the United 
States as the Commission performs its analysis? 
A9. Many, if not all, of the military installations in the United States have made very 
valuable contributions to our country's defense, but in these times of changing global 
threats, it is important that our military be as streamlined and as efficient as possible and 
that it not have to carry the weight of excess infrastructure that is ineffective in meeting 
these threats. The Congress established the Commission to ensure that the suggestions by 
DoD to close or realign various military installations across the country, to this end, have 

Uy been made in accordance with the law and that all pertinent factors have been taken into 
account. 
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IV. JOINTNESS 

Q10. The current DoD proposal to merge McChord AFB and Fort Lewis reflects a 
new trend aimed toward increased jointness in the military. Pope AFB and Fort 
Bragg are also scheduled to merge into one installation. Does the Commission 
anticipate that these new "joint" installations will be successful? 
Al0. The Department of Defense (DoD) has based its determination of military value 
largely upon jointness, ease of mobility, and the base's strategic role in today's changing 
global threats. The major difference in these two proposals is the Air Force's intended 
use of Pope. Unlike McChord AFB which would retain a sizeable air component, Pope 
AFB would be left with only a small contingent of air power. The task of the 
Commission is to ensure that the suggestion to close or realign a military installation has 
been made in hll accordance with the law. 

Q11. What  is the Commission's understanding of the primary reason to merge Fort 
Lewis with McChord AFB? 
A l l .  DoD has delineated military value to consist of factors such as jointness, ease of 
mobility, and the base's strategic role in meeting today's changing global threats. As 
such, McChord's core mission is to provide airlift to the U.S. Army-particularly Army 
units right next door at Fort Lewis. There is a certain amount of administrative 
duplication at the two bases. In addition, there are separate medical facilities maintained 

w at each. 

Q12. What  is the benefit of merging the two bases in the long-run? 
A12. Although economic hardships may have to be endured by the local community in 
the short-run, the merger would create a leaner and more cost-effective operation which 
in the long-run may benefit from hture DoD programs. The most important 
consideration is that we keep the United States secure, and as such, the Commission will 
evaluate the suggestions by DoD to close or realign military installations. 

Q13. If the DoD recommendations are approved, Elmendorf AFB and Fort 
Richardson will both be realigned to become a joint base. This large fusion of 
resources will be difficult to manage. Will the Commission consider the capability 
of a base to manage suggested resource changes in making its final 
recommendation? 
A13. The ability of an installation to support the DoD's recommendations will be closely 
analyzed by the Commission. Currently, Elmendorf AFB and Fort Richardson share a 
unique relationship fostered by their close proximity to each other. The Commission 
understands the challenges presented by the creation of a joint base and will consider all 
factors in arriving at its final decision. 
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National News Articles 
Sen. Stevens Reacts to BRAC Announcement for Alaska 
Kulis ANG Serves Alaska 

Local News Articles 
Airport could spread wings without Kulis; CARGO: Development ready for takeoff i f  Air 
Guard moves to Elmendorf. 
Fairbanks mobilizes to keep Eielson a fully active base 
Senate funds base-closure panel 
Senators back legislation to delay closures 

National Articles 
BRAC Members to Visit Alaska Military Installations 
More With Less; USAF Reduces Number but Increases Size of Fighter, Transport 

,v Squadrons in BRAC 
Stevens Will Lay Out Case for Keeping Eielson Fully Staffed 
Fairbanks has less than a month to prepare for BRAC hearing 
Langley May End Up With 24 More F-1 5Cs 
Alaska Senators Seek Delay in Base Closure Process 

Local Articles 
Senators mobilize against closures: Move could stall process untiI several criteria are 
met. 
Clout matters little in proposed base cuts; Plans to trim military, civilian personnel will 
be hard to change. 
Base shake-up jolts Alaska; If approved, changes would be phased in over 6 years 

National News Articles 
Some military experts say downsizing Eielson makes perfect sense 
Sen. Stevens Supports Postponement of BRAC. Asks for BRAC Hearing In Fairbanks 
Gov. Murkowski Acts to Respond to BRAC Recommendations 

Local News Articles 

w 
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Fairbanks businesses to shut down for hearing; 
BRAC: About 40 employers agree to let workers attend meeting on Eielson's fate. 
Some North Pole homeowners scramble to sell before realignment 
Fairbanks Mobilizes to Keep Eielson a Fully Active Base 
Base shake-up iolts Alaska; If approved, changes would be phased in over 6 years 
Stevens: Eielson's Importance Ignored 
Senators mobilize against closures; LEGISLATION: Move could stall process until 
several criteria are met. 
Young Explains BRAC Vote 
Conmessmen Say They Lack Data to Decide on Base Closures 
Reaction to Pentagon Base Closing Recommendations 
Fairbanks Has Less Than a Month to Prepare for BRAC Hearing 
Economist: Eielson Reduction Will Affect Fairbanks Economy 
University President Chosen to Articulate Eielson Cause 

w National News Articles 
Militam Makeover 
BRAC Commission Hears How Army Realimment Will Build Future Force 

Local News Articles 
Mcchord, Fort Lewis Headed For Mamaee?; A Pro~osal To Consolidate The Two South Sound 
Bases Would Make Them Leaner And More Attractive To The Pentagon. 

National News Articles 
Toxic Releases Drop, But Worst Toxins Persist 
3 Chemical Weapons Bases Slated to Close 
BRAC T o  Close 15 Maior Installations, I m ~ r o v e  Army Efficiency 
Incineration Resumes At Pine Bluff Arsenal 
USA - WEAPON DISPOSAL HALTED MAY 20IOREG; Department of Environmental 
Quality; Brief Article 

Local News Articles 

' w 
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Base-Closing Plans Aired 
Deq Tells Army To Halt Burninv Of Umatilla Rockets 
Oregon Orders Halt T o  Work At Umatilla 
Umatilla Army Depot on List of  Base Closures 

PORTLAND AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE 
National News Articles 
Base closure colnmission to hold hearing in Portland 
Oregon delegation seeks to protect military installations 
Oregon to lose more than 1.000 military personnel under Pentagon plan 
Lawmakers vow to fight Pentagon plan to s t r i ~  Portland air base 
Gov. Kulongoski Comments on BRAC Recommendations 

Local News Articles 
Portland Air Guard Base, Umatilla Depot On Hit List (Portland. OR) 
Base-closing plans aired (Bend, OR) 
Oregon, washington bases are on closure list 
Army would end 156-vear presence at Vancouver site (Vancouver, WA) 
Pentagon targets 1,083 Oregon jobs (Salem. OR) 
PDX Air Base Closure Could Affect Homeland Securitv 

Cv Opiniond Editorials 
The Loss of a Reassuring Roar (Portland. OR) 
Slimming the military: States gear up for fight over base closures (Eugene. OR) 

MOUNTAIN HOME AIR FORCE BASE 
National News Articles 
Base Closure Commission To  Visit 20 Bases This Week 
Base Closure Commission To Visit Oregon. Washington This Week 
BRAC Returns Idaho Air Force Mission T o  Traditional Role 

Local News Articles 
BRAC Leaves Plenty Of Time For Adiustment 
Hansen Recuses Self From Vote On Hill, Says Closure Is Unlikely 
Mountain Home AFB To Lose 538 Jobs 
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w 
GRAND FORKS AIR FORCE BASE 
National Articles 
Critical Intelligence: North Dakota To Get Predators, Global Hawks Over next Few 
Years 
Eielson key to Air Force Future Total Force 

Local Articles 
Leaders Lobby to Maintain Air Base 
Group goes to D.C. to tout merits of  air base: Community meet in^ planned next week 
Farno officials preparing for base closing committee 
N.D. bases narrowly escaped closure 
Going to the source; North Dakota leaders consult with Air Force, National Guard 
officials in preparation for June 23 BRAC hearing 
Air Force documents indicate cold an advantage in base recommendations 
Trends in the Region: Midwest F i h t s  BRAC Cuts While Considering Site Reuse. ~ 
Hoeven says Washington visit isn't political 
Air Force plans 'family' o f  UAVs in North Dakota 
Grand Forks looking for money to deal with base change impacts 
GFAFB: BRAC in the back yard 

'w Editorial Articles 
Say yes to BRAC 
OUR OPINION: Together at last: GF, Fargo 

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE 
Natiort a1 News Articles 
Not Another Maverick 
Pentagon Classifies Brac Data To 'Segregate Out' Sensitive Material 
BRAC Changes To DOD Medicine Focus On Care, Training, Research 
Communities Show How To Fight After Military Bases Go: Pentagon Plans To Shut 180 
Installations Across The US Need Not Sound The Death Knells Of The Towns Left 
Behind 
Thune And Fellow Lawmakers Try To Slow, Terminate Brac Round 
Thune Threatens Legal Action If Closing Details Aren't Released 
A Town Prepares (Again) to Lose its Air Force Base 
Community Leaders Mull Possible Uses For Ellsworth 

Local News Articles 
Throwing A Fit Will Not Slow The BRAC Process 

w 
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cY 
Delayed Ellsworth Data Irks Senators 
Thune Threatens Legal Action On Ellsworth; 
Wants Closing Details Released 

Ouiniort/Ediiorial Articles 
Plan For Worst - Go For $1 M In Case Base Closes 

National News Articles 
Guarding the Turf; 

- 

Defense sees savings from blending active, Reserve units; lawmakers line up to protect 
home-state bases 
Some Air National Guard bases could lose all their planes 
Local News Articles 
New commander faces challenges without planes 
Ex-congressman quits work involving state military sites 
Reno Air Guard considers proposed removal of planes 

HILL AIR FORCE BASE 
National Articles 
Utah tapped. not slammed in Pentagon base restructuring 

Local Articles 
Deadline for BRAC has Utahns scrambling 
Hill's High Score Heartens Boosters 
Govemor Goes All Out for Cannon 
Hill Not Out of the Woods Yet 
A Day of Relief in Utah 
A 'Banner Dav' for Hill 
Utah's bases flying high ; Mostly intact: Some Hill jobs aside; Pentagon spares the state's 
installations; Base boosters hope to gain jobs 

Editorial Articles 
E a m i n ~  Our Keep; Hill Air Force Base Don't Assume Politics Always Prevails 



Eielson Air Force Base (Alaska) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 7 1 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 58 

Top 5 concems/themes in public comments: 

1 .  Strategic location 
2. Protection of the pipeline 
3. Usefulness as a training ground 
4. Effect on local economy 
5.  Cost of keeping base on "warm" status in an arctic environment 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

"I don't think Eielson merits a closure that would devastate the economies of both North 
Pole and Fairbanks." 

"I left Eielson AFB last year and the whole time I was working there I wondered why the 
US military would keep such a high cost base operating." 

"Eielson AFB is a vital part of our nation's security. It is one of the closest Air Force 

gr bases to Asia, which I consider to be one the greatest threats to our nation. With Korea 
and their nuclear weapons program, and the increasing power of China, it is of the utmost 
importance that America has a ready and able military to help intercept any potential 
danger that these countries might pose to our citizens." 

"I live in Fairbanks where we see 50 below every winter and 60 below when it gets really 
cold. I know what that kind of cold does. If the USAF tums the heat off to save money, 
they will lose the  buildings." 

"The airspace and strategic location of Fairbanks are critical to the security and economic 
viability of our homeland." 

"...I would guess that any estimates of costs to maintain the buildings in a standby mode, 
will suffer in the face of actual experience, and will probably leave the buildings in a 
state that cannot be inhabited without substantial repair after each winter season." 

"The Alaska Pipeline runs north and south through the middle of Alaska and Eielson 
AFB is very close to portions of that pipeline. Elmendorf AFB could not possibly send 
protection in time to stop terrorism by vehicle or air." 

'1 

It is my opinion that a secure Alaska, will affect the entire development and security of the United States of 

w 



America. I have no doubt that in the end of time, fighter jets will patrol our skies. My only question will be ... 
What country will they belong to? 



Ellsworth Air Force Base (South Dakota) 

w Number of comments (as of 814): 268 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 10 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 258 

Top concemslthemes in public comments: 

1. Economic impact 
2. Strategic location 
3. Quality of life 
4. Low-level flying training 
5. No encroachment issues 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

I recently retired for[m] the Black Hills Workshop and Training Center, as Vice President 
of operations I was responsible to assist severely disabled individuals obtain employment 
allowing them to live independently. Through the utilization of the JWOD Act, over one 
hundred sixty (160) severely disabled employees were able to obtain jobs at Ellsworth 
AFB, performing services in support of the mission, these folks provided janitorial, food 
service, commissary services, switchboard and ran the base supply store and most 
recently medical records and scheduling services at the base hospital. 

dVI 
Please listen to Gen Roh and keep the base open 



Grand Forks Air Force Base (North Dakota) 

w Number of comments (as of 7/29): 23 1 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 % 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 99% 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Quality of Life, community support, and base support e.g., the flood of 1997 
2. Severe economic impact if Grand Forks is closed 
3. Strategically located 
4. Uncluttered airspace 
5. Adding the UAV mission and keeping the tankers will provide more joint training 

exercises 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Those who favor (three or four comments) Grand Forks' closure highlight the harsh 
environmental factors+xtremely cold winters and manifestation of mosquitoes during 
the spring and summer months, and the lack of support (perceived) fiom the community. 



Hector International Airport Air Guard Station (North Dakota) 

'w Number o f  comments (as of 7/29): 128 

Support Recommendation for Closure: N/A 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 128 

Top 5 concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Pride in having the best flying unit (Active, Reserve and other Guard flying units) 
2. Pride in their accomplishments and recognition-William Tell and the Hughes Trophy 
3. Selected to respond to 9-1 1 over the skies of New York City and Washington, D.C. 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

The Happy Hooligans are an irreplaceable national asset 



I Portland International Airport Air Guard Station (Oregon) I 
1 Number of comments (as of 814): 82 

I Support Recommendation for Closure: 4 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 78 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Strategic location - 24 hour operations 
2. Homeland defense mission 
3. Economic impact 
4. Synergy between the 1 4 2 " ~  FW and the 939Ih ARW (Reserves) 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

I My greatest concern.. .is its weakening effect on homeland defense.. .. I 
To lose the close-working relationship developed between military and civilian 
intelligence organizations would leave a potentially dangerous gap in early warning and 
Homeland Defense. 



Professional Development Education 

Number o f  comments (as of  814): 5 1 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 5 
Not supportive of  Recommendation: 46 

Top concems/themes in public comments: 

I .  Cost of  living 
2. Benefits NPS and Monterey Institute of International Studies 
3. DL1 provides invaluable training 
4. Valuable organizationhnstitution 
5. Mission critical 
6. Over crowded to support the number of  students 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

I re-enlisted because of  my experience at DL1 
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ISSUE BOOK: SOUTHWEST REGIONAL ISSUES 
TALK~NG POINTS REGARDING S.W. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 

BRAC PROCESS. 

1. MEDICAL CONCERNS 

While the commission is obligated by law to first look to military value as a 
determining factor when making its recommendations, this issue of medical 
systems and care remains very important to the commission and will be fully 
reviewed and assessed from all angles before any recommendations are made. 

Wilford Hall Medical Center, San Antonio 
The Commission understands the important role that the medical center 
plays in the greater San Antonio community, but the Commission will 
evaluate the current military value of the medical center as the DoD seeks 
to streamline and transform our military to meet changing global threats 
The local community has developed a close relationship with the medical 
center. The Commission understands that the removal of  in-patient care at 
Wilford Hall will have serious ramifications on the troops, dependents, 
and retirees. 

Lackland AFB Medical Center 
Military value is the most important consideration to the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) as the Commission 
evaluates the suggestion made by the Department of  Defense (DoD) to 
remove in-patient care capability at Lackland AFB-Wilford Hall and the 
Cryptologic Systems Group (CPSG). 

School of Aerospace Medicine and the Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory 
The Commission recognizes the important role that the School of  
Aerospace Medicine and the Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory plays in 
the region. The Comnlission also recognizes the potential role that it 
could continue to play as San Antonio becomes a regional medical hub for 
the military and will be reviewed and assessed from all angles before any 
recommendations are made 

Naval Medical Center San Diego 
The Commission will take into full account the possible impact 
realignment of Naval Medical Center San Diego would have on both the 
surrounding community and the U.S. military. 
Though Naval Medical Center San Diego would be subject to the largest 
job losses of any installation in California, if the suggestions made by 
DoD go  into effect, the Commission will independently evaluate whether 
the medical center would continue to be able to perform its mission 
without what DoD has determined as excess infrastructure. 
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11. HOMELAND SECURITY AND HOMELAND DEFENSE 
CONCERNS 

Lackland AFB 
The Commission recognizes the presence of Cryptologic Systems Group 
(CPSG) at Lackland AFB and commends the intelligence role that the 
group has played in the overall defense posture of  the nation and will take 
this into account when developing its recommendations. 

Naval Station Ingleside 
The Commission recognizes Naval Station Ingleside's unique mission and 
the value of its mine-sweeper and mine-hunting assets and the potential 
importance of Ingleside's location (proximity to Mexico) in various 
homeland security efforts. 

Sheppard AFB 
The Commission understands Sheppard AFB's commitment to the Joint 
Strike Fighter progam and is aware of recent renovations made to the 
installation. The Commission will evaluate the military value of the 
installation and compare it to Eglin AFB which is slated to receive the 
Joint Strike Fighter program. 
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TALKING POINTS REGARDING S.W. REGIONAL CORE ISSUES IN THE CURRENT 
BRAC PROCESS. 

111. ECONOMIC CONCERNS AND JOB LOSS 

The Commission is aware of the human impact that the suggestions, if enacted, 
could cause to local communities and economies. The commission is mandated to 
make first consideration to Military Value; however the commission will take 
into account other factors such as this and weigh them into the final 
recommendation process. 

Corpus Christi 
The Commission is aware of the economic burden that an initial loss of 
4,000 jobs could have on the Corpus Christi economy. 

Naval Base Ventura City 
While the Commission understands that Naval Base Ventura City is 
making an estimated $1.2 billion contribution into and has significant 
economic ties to the local community, the Commission will base its final 
decision almost entirely upon military value. 

Red River 
The Commission is aware of the economic impact that a loss of roughly 
4,000 jobs can have on a local community. 
The Commission commends the depot for serving the nation through 
every war effort since WWlI and will not overlooks such details when 
considering its final recommendations. 
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10r I. C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  A N D  PERCEIVED HISTORICAL 
V A L U E  

Q1. The state of California has lost 93,456 jobs due to previous BRAC rounds, 
while San Diego has gained 6,099-the most out of any region in the state. Is there a 
trend by DoD to move military forces from the north-eastern region of the United 
States to the southern and south-western region? 
A l .  While military jobs have been cut fiom California in previous BRAC rounds, the 
goal of this round of BRAC is to ensure that our military is as efficient and streamlined as 
possible, while taking into account the economic, environmental, and other effects that 
the closure or realignment of military installations would have on the surrounding 
communities. The strategy as to how to ensure that our military is best prepared to meet 
the changing global threats is determined by DoD; the Congress established the 
Commission to determine that the evaluation and analysis, leading to the suggestions to 
close or realign military bases was performed according to law, in a hl ly open and 
transparent manner, taking all necessary factors into consideration. 

Q2. The Pentagon proposal suggests building a new out-patient medical care 
facility a t  Lackland AFB. The new medical center would replace the current in- 
patient care facilities located on-base a t  Wilford Hall. Will the Commission review 
the broader medical care ramifications of these changes on troops, dependents, and 

'rrr retirees? 
A2. The Commission will consider the full impact of the DoD's recommendations on the 
local community. The Commission understands that decisions regarding health care may 
have a dramatic impact on a community. ORentimes, the decision to remove a medical 
capability at one location requires that it be performed at another. The Commission will 
analyze the DoD's recommendations regarding this medical center deliberately and 
carehll y 

Q3. The changes proposed at Lackland AFB will result in a loss of 2,624 jobs. While 
many of these jobs will be realigned to other facilities within the San Antonio region, 
the economic affects for the neighborhood surrounding Lackland AFB will be 
strong. Does the Commission take into account the economic impact of the DoD 
recommendations? 
A3. The Commission will consider the full impact of the DoD's recommendations on the 
local community. Paramount to the Commission's review is the military value of the 
installation. In addition to military value, the Commission will review secondary factors 
such as economic/environmental impact on the local community. Please be assured that 
the Commission will thoroughly and objective] y analyze the economic ramifications of 
realignment at Lackland AFB. 
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Q4. Cannon AFB was founded as a civilian air passenger facility, Portair Field, in 
the early 1920s. Will the Commission consider the lengthy history of this installation 
as well as the contributions that it has made to the defense of the United States as 
the Commission performs its analysis? 
A4. Many, if not all, of the military installations in the United States have made very 
valuable contributions to our country's defense, but in these times of changing global 
threats, it is important that our military be as streamlined and as efticient as possible and 
that it not have to carry the weight of excess infrastructure that is ineffective in meeting 
these threats. The Congress established the Commission to ensure that the suggestions by 
DoD to close or realign various military installations across the country, to this end, have 
been made in accordance with the law and that all pertinent factors have been taken into 
account. 

Q5. Although the military employs close to 90,000 people in San Diego County and 
this only amounts to around 6% of the county's work-force, will the Commission 
still consider how this will effect the economy of the region surrounding the 
installations proposed for realignment by DoD? 
A5. The Commission will take the economic effects of the base closures and 
realignment, which have been suggested by DoD, into full account. A regional hearing in 
Los Angeles on Thursday, July 14 will allow the community the opportunity to provide 
the Commission with any information it feels that DoD may have missed in the 
evaluation leading to the DoD's suggestions. Be assured that, though the Commission 
considers military value to be the foremost important factor in its evaluations, it will 
make a fully analysis of the economic effects of DoD's suggestions, as they relate to San 
Diego County. 

Q6. It was estimated in 2002, that close to 35,000 children of military families 
attend San Diego County schools, which resulted in federal impact payments of 
nearly $21 million, to offset the costs to the school district of having families which 
were not paying local taxes, funding the schools. Is the Commission aware of the 
effects that the suggestions made by DoD to realign military installations could have 
on schools in the region? 
A6. The process followed by the BRAC Commission has been specifically outlined by 
law and is extremely thorough and detailed. One of the goals of the Congress in 
establishing the Commission was to ensure that the human impact of the suggestions 
made by DoD, if the suggested are enacted, is taken into account. Community input is 
welcomed and is important to the Commissioners as they evaluate the effects the DoD's 
suggestions could have on the community and as the Commission formulates its report. 
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4 7 .  While some have said that the effects of military job loss, if the suggestions 
proposed by DoD are enacted, would be small, short-lived, and not hitting any 
particular segment of San Diego County's economy very hard, others have said that 
the realignments proposed there would have a domino-effect, taking millions of 
dollars out of the economy. Will the Commission take into full consideration the 
economic effects that the proposals by DoD would have on San Diego County if 
those proposals are enacted? 
A7. While the most important consideration by the Commission, as it cames out the 
process of research and evaluation as detem~ined by law, is the military value o f  an 
installation, the Commission will also take into account the economic effects that the 
closure or realignment of a base would have on the community and will perform a 
through analysis of these possible effects. The Commission is aware of  the human 
impact had by the suggestions made by DoD, should these suggestions be enacted. 

Q8. Is the Commission aware of the possible effects that base realignment in San 
Diego County could have on the housing market, especially in regards to the rental 
market? Real estate in San Diego is considered expensive, by some, for military 
families, and would this sudden availability have a significant effect on the housing 
market? 
A8. The Commission is making a full evaluation of the economic impacts of the 
suggested base realignments, made by DoD. While community impact is very important 
to the Commission, the key concern of the Commission is military value and whether 
DoD followed the process determined by law in the formulation of  its suggestions for 
base closures and realignments to better ensure that our troops are prepared to meet the 
changing global threats. 

Q9. In the 1995 BRAC round, local officials were able to save the Red River Army 
Depot. Why shouldn't the depot be saved again given its importance and 
established relationships within the community? 
A9. The statute, not precedence, establishes the criteria. As outlined by the statute, the 
Commission will place priority on military value; while also taking into consideration 
economic, environmental, and other effects that the closure or realignment of a base 
would have on the community surrounding that base. Information that is gathered in the 
analysis of a base, with the exception of information that is sensitive to national security, 
will be made accessible to the public. 

QIO. The depot has served the Army for the past 60+ years-from WWII to the 
current war in Iraq. Will the Commission consider the historical importance that 
the depot has served in evaluating the BRAC recommendations? 
A10. The Commission will evaluate Red River primarily on its military value. Historic 
value is important to the Commission, however, jointness, ease of mobility, and the 
installations rolc in the changing global threat paradigm are of paramount importance. 
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Ql 1. According to DoD, one of the most valuable considerations in whether or  not to 
close o r  realign a military installation is jointness. San Diego County is known for 
the "synergy" it has between the Marine Corps and the Navy Services. Will this be 
taken into account by the BRAC Commission? 
A l l .  The Commission will independently and methodically evaluate all of  the key 
factors contributing to the military value of the base. DoD has determined that jointness 
is one of its aims as  it transforms our military to meet changing global threats. The 
analysis and evaluation is a tedious process, as each of the intertwined factors must be 
separated out and individually analyzed. The factors which are to play into the decision 
made by the Commissioners have been determined by law, as has the process of 
researching and evaluating those factors. 

Q12. The concept of jointness is a central element within the "military value" 
equation. However, this concept has come under scrutiny with regard to certain 
BRAC recommendations. How does the Commission define the concept of 
L ' jo intne~~?"  
A12. The concept ofjointness is not contingent upon co-location of Services at one 
installation. Rather, jointness is a synergy of operations that occurs at the command 
level. If the Commission were to vote against any DoD recommendations regarding the 

10' 
co-location of services, that vote should NOT be viewed as a vote against the DoD 
concept of jointness. 
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w Ill. VERIFICATION OF THE BRAC COMMISSIONS 
A-POLITICAL NATURE 

Q13. U.S. Senators Pete Domenici and Jeff Bingaman are putting up a large fight 
against the suggestion by the Department of Defense (DoD) to close Cannon Air 
Force Base. They contend that the information used by the DoD in deciding to close 
the base was extremely flawed. Does political influence carry any weight in the 
evaluation conducted and the decisions made by the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission (BRAC)? 
A13. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as a non-partisan, non-political 
entity to conduct a thorough, objective, and transparent analysis of the suggestions put 
forth by DoD to close or realign various military installations and to ensure that those 
suggestions were made both in accordance with the law and after all critical factors have 
been taken into account. The criteria by which the Commission will make its decisions 
has been specifically set forth by law and is based almost entirely upon military value. 

Q14. Some have speculated that suggestions to move military installations from the 
northeast to the south and southwest are political in nature. Is the Commission 
basing its decisions at all upon where it feels there may be the most support for the 
military? 
A14. The Concress established the Commission as an entirelv non-oartisan and non- - 

'w political entity to independently evaluate the suggestions made by DoD, and is made up 
of both Democrats and Republicans. Political leanings of  a region are in no way taken 
into account in the process of research and evaluation prescribed by law. 

Q15. In November, Governor Schwarzenegger formed the California Council on 
Base Support and Retention. The co-chairman of the Council is Washington insider 
Leon Panetta-former member of Congress and White House chief of staff. Will 
Mr. Panetta influence the Commission's analysis of the DoD BRAC 
recommendations? 
A15. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an entirely non-partisan and 
non-political entity to independently evaluate whether DoD made its recommendations in 
accordance with the law. The Commission will serve to provide accountability to the 
public and ensure that all suggestions have been based upon the criteria set forth by 
statute. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis, in a 
completely open and transparent manner, which will take into account, chiefly, the 
military value of MCLB Barstow, but will also consider the economic, environmental and 
other effects that the realignment of the installation would have on the surrounding 
community. 
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Q16. Recently, Governor Rick Perry has said that he would establish a "strike 
force" to coordinate with communities that would he negatively impacted by the 
BRAC recommendations. In addition, Senators John Coryn (a member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee) and Kay Bailey Hutchison have stated that they 
will fight certain BRAC recommendations. Will the Commission's evaluation of the 
DoD be non-partisan? Does the Commission expect Texas to receive a favorable 
evaluation given that the President was previously governor of the state? 
A16. The Congress established the BRAC Commission as an entirely non-partisan and 
non-political entity to independently evaluate whether DoD made its recommendations in 
accordance with the law. The Commission will serve to provide accountability to the 
public and ensure that all suggestions have been based upon the criteria set forth by 
statute. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis, in a 
completely open and transparent manner, which will take into account, chiefly, the 
military value of  Red River, but will also consider the economic, environmental and other 
effects that the closure of the installation would have on the surrounding community. 
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IV. ECONOMIC C O N C E R N S  AND J O B  LOSS 

Q17. Cannon AFB contributes approximately $212 million to the state economy 
annually and employs roughly 4,000 people. Military and civil service civilian 
payroll totaled $116.2 million, contracts and purchase orders (expenditures) totaled 
$53.7 million and non-civil service civilian annual wages totaled $41.4 million. In 
addition, Cannon members volunteer thousands of hours each year to organizations 
in the surrounding communities, including mentoring and tutoring local school 
children, participating in city chamber activities, helping scouting groups, churches 
and veterans organizations, etc. Will the Commission take into account the 
economic effect that cutting these jobs would have on the region? 
A17. While the Commission will base its final decision almost entirely upon military 
value, it will also take into carefil consideration the economic, environmental, and other 
effects that the closure of Cannon AFB would have on the local community. The factors 
which are included in the Commission's evaluation have been specifically prescribed by 
law. 

Q18. The Department of Labor offers grants-up to $1 million-for communities 
affected by the closure of a base. Will the Commission work to ensure that 
Communities continue to thrive, should an installation in their region be closed? 
A18. DoD intends to work with local communities to ensure continued economic growth 
after the closure or realignment of a military installation, while the BRAC Commission is w responsible only for evaluating the suggestions made by DoD to close or realign a 
military installation and ensuring that those suggestions were made in accordance with 
the law and that all pertinent factors were taken into account. The Commission is keenly 
aware of  the human impact that these suggestions could have, should the suggestions be 
enacted, and will make a full evaluation before reaching its conclusions. 

Q19. Although the military employs dose to 90,000 people in San Diego County and 
this only amounts to around 6% of the county's work-force, will the Commission 
still consider how this will effect the economy of the region surrounding the 
installations proposed for realignment by DoD? 
A19. The Commission will take the economic effects of the base closures and 
realignment, which have been suggested by DoD, into full account. A regional hearing in 
Los Angeles on Thursday, July 14 will allow the community the opportunity to provide 
the Commission with any information it feels that DoD may have missed in the 
evaluation leading to the DoD's suggestions. Be assured that, though the Commission 
considers military value to be the foremost important factor in its evaluations, it will. 
make a full analysis of the economic effects of DoD's suggestions, as they relate to San 
Diego County. 

Q20. Under the BRAC recommendations, realignment of the MCLB Barstow will 
result in a loss of roughly 419 jobs. This number accounts for roughly 9 percent of 
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IcJ 
the city's jobs and 11 percent of its overall economy. Will the Commission consider 
the economic impact on the local communities? 
A20. The Commission will perform a thorough, accurate, and objective analysis which 
will take into account, chiefly, the military value of MCLB Barstow. Military value is 
determined through three primary criteria-jointness, ease of  mobility, and role in the 
changing global threat structure. The Commission will also evaluate the economic 
impact of the Pentagon's proposal. In the case of  MCLB Barstow the Commission is 
fully aware that the economic impact of realignment will be strong and will affect a 
sizeable portion of the community. 

Q21. Under the Pentagon's proposal, jobs lost a t  Red River Army Depot would be 
offset by a gain of over 6,000 other jobs in Texas. Will the Commission's decision be 
influenced by the overall net job gains in Texas? 
A21. The Commission will consider the full imwact of the DoD's recommendations on 
the local communities surrounding installations that are negatively impacted. Each 
installation will be evaluated independently and on its own merits-primarily through 
criteria established to detennine military value. 
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V. HOMELAND S E C U R I T Y  AND HOMELAND DEFENSE 
CONCERNS 

Q22. One of the benefits of having military installations in the southwestern region 
of the United States is the accessibility to deserts and oceans for training-purposes. 
Has this played into DoD's suggestions and served as one reason why San Diego has 
been rather lightly touched in the most recent BRAC list? 
A22. While DoD determines the strategy for how to ensure that our military is best 
prepared to meet changing global threats, the Congress established the Commission, in 
part, to ensure that military value of  an installation was properly taken into account by 
DoD in the suggestions made by DoD. The Commission will carefully evaluate, through 
a process outlined by law, all important factors contributing to military value of these 
installations. 

423.  The DoD recommendation to close Cannon AFB stemmed from the 
installation's low scores concerning the "military value" of the base. However, state 
and local officials contend that the scores are flawed because the equation for 
closing Cannon AFB did not take into account a new initiative that would greatly 
expand airspace access for supersonic training-The New Mexico Training Range 
Intiative (NMTRI). Will the Commission consider the NMTRI in its 
recommendation concerning Cannon AFB? 
A23. While DoD determines the strategy for meeting today's changing global threats, 
the task of  the Commission is to ensure that DoD has made its suggestions in full 
accordance with the law, and has taken all critical factors into account. The Commission 
will perform a thorough, independent, and transparent evaluation of Cannon AFB before 
coming to its conclusions to include any factors looked over by the Department of 
Defense. The process followed by the Commission has been specifically set forth by 
statute. 

Q24. The MCLB Barstow provides support and maintenance for some of the 
nation's most critical weapons systems and vehicles including the Bradley Fighting 
Vehicle and Multiple Launch Rocket System-both of which have been integral to 
our efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq. Will the Commission consider the broader 
ramifications on the recommendation for realignment on the overall war efforts in 
those locations? 
A24. The Commission will evaluate the DoD's recommendations primarily through the 
lens of military value. Military value is determined through three primary criteria- 
jointness, ease of  mobility, and the role in the changing global threat atmosphere. The 
Commission is aware of the role that MCLB Barstow plays in current operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and will evaluate the effect of the DoD's recommendations on those 
efforts. 
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Q25. The Red River Army Depot provides support and maintenance for some of 
the nation's most critical weapons systems and vehicles which have been integral to 
ou r  efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq. Will the Commission consider the broader 
ramifications on the recommendation for closure on the overall war efforts in those 
locations? 
A25. The Commission will evaluate the DoD's recommendations prin~arily through the 
lens of military value. Military value is determined through three primary criteria- 
jointness, ease of mobility, and the role in the changing global threat atmosphere. The 
Con~mission is aware of the role that Red River plays in current operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and will evaluate the effect of the DoD's recommendations on those efforts 
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IW 
NEW MEXICO 

National Articles 
N. M. SENA TORS PRESS CASE FOR SA VING CANNON AFB WITH BR4 C 
COMMISSION MEMBER 
GO V. RICHARDSON MEETS WITH AIR FORCE SECRETARY, BRAC OFFICIALS IN 
UTAH, NEVADA ABOUT SA VING CANNON AIR FORCE BASEDOD RECOMMENDS 
CLOSING TWO ACC BASES. REALIGNING SIX OTHERS 

Local Articles 
NM land commissioner will seek return of  trust lands if Cannon AFB closes 
The rebuilding of Roswell 
Cannon AFB may close: cuts strike WSMR 
Luke Still Isn't Secure; Our Stand: No One Should Be Complacent That Base Is Safe 
Cannon support rnonev budqeted 
Utah base  watchinq closelv what happens with Cannon 
BRAC member: Cannon to get close look 
Portales to provide buses to June hearing in Clovis 

SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE 
National Articles 

Local Articles 
Base list leaves Texas cities relieved or rethinking plans; El Paso would gain 1 1,500 
troops at Fort Bliss 
Senators vow f i d t  to save facilities 
Pentagon announces Texas base closings 
State mav gain iobs but lose four bases 
23K iobs ride on BRAC: List to be out today 
Senator Hutchison Questions BRAC Recommendation List 
Texas Bases Brace for Military's 'Hit List'; Enormous effort has been made to keep 
installations 

Editorial Articles 
Bases for arguments 
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RED RIVER ARMY DEPOT 
National Articles 
Arkansas Lawrnaker.s United to Fight for Red River Army Depot 

Local Articles 
Arkansas delepation gets plum meeting with BRAC chairman 
Planned closings a 'sipnificant hit' on cknmunities Texas' net gain of jobs is little comfor 
to employees who face ax 
Texas would lose four military sites but gain jobs 
Pentagon announces Texas base closings 
Texans gearing up for a close look at base closure report 
Reuort says base closure would cost Texarkana $400 million a year 
Governor promises to fight for Texas bases; Perry announces creation of BRAC responsc 
kzQUl2 
Texans make pitch to save state's bases 
Base list leaves Texas cities relieved or rethinking plans; El Paso would gain 1 1.500 
troops at Fort Bliss 

Local News A~.ticles 
Base fans get ready to line up; Week's BRAC site visits give commissioners chance to 
tour coastal Bend bases 
Regional BRAC-listed bases 
Conmessman sees strength in numbers; BRAC visits to area bases start on July 7; Lining 
UP Supuort for Ingleside 
New Ingleside leader mum on BRAC: Watkins could be final commander 
Hundreds rally to save Texarkana military sites 
BRAC chief to attend San Antonio hearing next month 
Texas official: Assets mav save NS Ingleside; Secretarv of State to mesent case against 
its closure 
Texas wants military bases safe from closure 
Gathering facts for BRAC counterattack: Texas official visits Ingleside today. Thursdav 
U.S. Scnators: Spare Ingleside: Officials meet to determine plan of action 
Texans gear in^ up for a close look at base closure report 
Officials mum on Ingleside's future uses; Many say priority still lies in saving the Naval 
station 
Coastal Bend is expected to bounce back from BRAC: Strong, market for developers, 
builders is cited 

NAVAL AIR STATION CORPUS CHRISTI 
Local News Articles 
Too many cooks spoil BRAC strategv recipe: More than 100 attend session about 
Ingleside 
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Armv general visits CCAD, thanks employees; Trip unrelated to r e a l i m e n t  plan, Codv 

Lawmakers hit C a ~ i t o l  in effort to save bases; Salesmanship must be rapid, Seaman says 
Officials to tour area bases; Visits part of BRAC procedure 
23K iobs ride on BRAC; List to be out today 

EditoriaVOpirrion Articles 
Now's the time to show your suuport for bases Thousands of jobs of your friends and 
neighbors depend on the BRAC decision. 

LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE 
Local News Articles 
San Antonio Ready To Take Its Shot With BRAC 
Lawmakers fear Texas communities won't be able to beat the BRAC clock 
Cuellar. S.A. Differ on Brooks Approach 
Local wouv plans to lobby Pentagon on a BRAC closing 
Militani monev is to flow to San Antonio 
Losing Wilford Hall knocks leg out of S.A. medical stance 
Now comes the hard part: Erasing bases from Pentagon hit list 

EditoriaVOpinion A rticles 
Bases for arguments 

BROOKS CITY BASE 
Local News Articles 
S.A. readv to take its shot with BRAC 
Brooks City-Base officials seeing beyond BRAC 
The remains of  CONFLICT 
Brooks changes won't sideline S. Side 
Pentagon ofticials come to call; Two from closure commission tour Fort Hood before 
hearing 
Lawmakers Fear Texas Communities Won't be Able to Beat BRAC Clock 
BRAC chief to attend San Antonio hearing next month 
Cuellar, S.A. Differ on Brooks Approach 
Base closure expcrt hired 
S.A. now to have BRAC's only hearing in Texas 
New face of Brooks City-Base celebrated 
Combined research is sought for Brooks 
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' w WILL ROGERS WORLD AIRPORT AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD STATION 
Natiorral News Articles 
Pentagon Aims to Disverse Facilities: Rumsfeld's Strategy For Capital Region Embedded 
in Report 

Local News Articles 
Oklahomans Exvress Glee at Pentagon Reuort 
Will Ropers Air National Guard Base: Eight aircraft will be lost; 'We may have an 
address change' 
Oklahoma's Military Sites 
Closure Panel Examines Guard, Reserve Plans 



Cannon Air Force Base (New Mexico) 

Number of comments (as of 8il): 539 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 19 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 420 

Top concernsithemes in public comments: 

1 .  Open skies and ability to grow 
2. Melrose Bombing Rang 
3. Superb flying weather 
4. Closing Cannon would be detrimental to the economy 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

The Air Force and DoD significantly deviated from BRAC guidance 

Concerns about the sincerity of "show of support" - is it for the base or, is it about profits 
for a select group of individuals 



MCLB Barstow (Arizona) 

Number of comments (as of 7/29): 28 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 14 
Not supportive of  Recommendation: 12 

Top 5 concernslthemes in public comments: 

1 .  Climate is ideal for repairlstorage 
2. Location serves west coast 
3. Closure would mean loss of capability for the Marine Corps 
4. Base is not cost effective and does not have sufficient work 
5. 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

To eliminate the depot maintenance Maintenance Centers at either Barstow or Albany would severely 
jeopardize Ihe Marine Corps' mission. 

I believe if pressed, the USMC will have a hard time justifying their objections to a total 
closure. Given Barstow's low military value, I am left to wonder how a realignment that 
makes no sense increases that said value. 

I've worked on both bases, Sierra Army Depot and Marine Corps Logistics Base. Barslow and I know that 
MCLB Barstow is better suited for Logistics. With access to two major interstates. BNSF railhead and great 
weather for storage and preservation. Barstow is the best location. 



Hawthorne Army Depot (Nevada) 

Number of comments (as of 813): 87 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 87 

Top concems/themes in public comments: 

1.  Economic devastation 
2. DEMIL facility 
3. Training - climate and terrain resembles that of Afghanistan and Iraq 
4. Flawed data andlor information 
5. Storage capability and capacity - equipment and munitions -room to expand 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Closure of Hawthorne Army Depot (HAD) at this time only serves to cripple the ability 
of the United States to meet its obligations in the Pacific. 

Thank you for visiting to hear the correction of errors shown in the DoD data and, listen 
to the update of present activities at the depot. 

How did the Joint Cross Service Group create the scenarios they have for closing HAD? 

Jrr 
What provisions will be made to provide for testing facilities currently used by NWSC 
crane; Falbrook Detachment? AT; these cost reflected in the ~ a w t h o k e  scenario? 



Naval Station Ingleside (Texas) 

Numbcr of comments (as of 814): 30 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 29 

Top concerns/theines in public comments: 

1.  Docks for a battleship and a carrier 
2. Deep water access 
3. No cncroachment issues 
4. Low-cost of  living 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

The basc is an extremely valuable asset. 



Red River Army Depot (Texas) 

Number of comments (as of 814): 80 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 1 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 79 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Experienced work force 
2. Economic impact 
3. HAZMAT storage 
4. Low-cost of living 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

During the War with Iraq it was Red River Army Depot in partnership with Anniston 
Army Depot that setup, facilitated, organized, and cquipped a fonvard repair activity 
located in Kuwait. 



Hawthorne Army Depot (Nevada) 

Number of comments (as of 813): 100 

Support Recommendation for Closure: 0 
Not supportive of Recommendation: 100 

Top concerns/themes in public comments: 

1. Award winning unit - World Champions Aerial Reconnaissance, Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award 

2. Deployed to Desert Storm (1 and It), Iraq and Afghanistan 
3. On1 y Fedcral Aerial Reconnaissance C- 130 unit (Scathe View Reconnaissance) 
4. Effect upon recruiting 
5. Nevada Homeland Security mission in jeopardy 

Key Quotes and Additional information: 

Recommendation made by the Air Force affecting Air National Guard bases are outside 
the scope of  the BRAC process. 
Governor, Adjutant General and Homeland Security Director were not consulted by the 
Air Force or  DoD leaders with the proposed realignment and eventual closure 
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Nutionul News Articles 

Pentagon faces base-closing challenges 
Associated Press 
July 21,2005 

"At this stage in the process and ~vhere we are, I don't think it would be appropriate to 
revise our rules and reg~rlations, and we're just going to stay on this course," Prinripi 
said Tuesday qjier a conrmission meeting in Washington, D.C. "I think the process 
worked well today," Pritrcipi said w,hen asked about the recusals.. 

Dayton, Columbus military facilities added to base-closing list 
Associated Press 
July 20, 2005 

Adding facilities to the list will allow the panel tofitrther analyze tliose bases' usefirlness 
by visiting sites, collecting data and holding hearings, said commission Cl~airman 
Anthony Principi. It doesn't mean the base will be realigned or closed, he said. 

BRAC chairman worried the military will lose Northeast presence 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

"I think it's important for our nation that our military and our society are close together," 
he said. 'Y think that's important for democracy. That's important,for recruiting. Tliat!~ 
important for retention. If's importanf,for building support for our engagements 
owrseas." "This commission knows what it is talking about and is not a rubber stamp. 
We are an independent check on the power of the secretary (of defense) to close and 
realign military bases," Principi said of the ninemember commission. 

Panel Adds Bases For Closure, Realignment Consideration 
Regulatory Lntelligence Data 
July 20, 2005 

BRAC Cornrnission Cl~airman Anthony Principi noted his cornnrission might tab more 
instollolions,for c~nsideration~for closure or- realignment. Hobraw. "we are not liere 
today to produce a final list of closures and realignments," Prinripi said, noting the 
commission wouldn't submit a complete list of bases afected by this round of BRAC until 
late August. "Our deliberations today may add more bases,for,firrther consideration -- 
and consideration only -- not because we have determined that we need to realign or 
close more bases than the secretary of defense has recommended, but because we vr.ant to 
make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are made consisterlt with tire 
criteria established in law, " Principi said. 

Commission considering adding bases to list of those marked for closing or downsizing 
The Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

"We want to make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are made," 
Cornrnission Chairman Anthony Principi said Monday at a hearing where the 
commission expressed deep reservations about several parts of Rumsfeld's plan. 
"It is not our intent to disrupt or to unreasonab[v target communities that may have 
breathed a sigh o f  relief in May when the secretaty's list of recommendations was 
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released, or to further burden communities already,facing losses," Principi said. 
Rather, he said, adding bases to the list would allow the commission to conduct public 
hearings, visit the sites and collect data to make direct comparisons with bases that 
perform similar missions and are slated,for closure.. 

Whether a trend exists of US military bases moving more to South and West regions, 
leaving the Northeast unprotected 
National Public Radio 
July 19,2005 

Mr. ANTHONY PRINCIPI (Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure commission): We 
will assess those installations in the same open andfair manner we have looked at 
installations that were inchided on the secretary's recornmendation list. At least two 
commissioners will visit any installation that we addedforfirrther consideration. And 
representatives ofthose communities will be given ample opportunity to testtb in a 
regional hearing, just like those that have occurred during the past month. 

BRAC leader questions Pentagon on Portsmouth, Brunswick 
Associate Press 
July 1,2005 

The Base Realignment and Closure Corn~nission would need,further e.rplanation,from the 
Pentagon before it can consider adding bases to the closure list, and the questions do not 
reflect how the commission is leaning, said Chairman Anthony Principi. 
"We are in the early stages of a multi-step process, " Principi wrote in a letter to Sen. 
Olympia Snowe. "Our request to the secretary is rnerely,for additional data and analysis 
so that the commission will be more fully and broadly informed bdore deciding r~.lrctlrer 
or  not to formally consider adding installations to this list." 

BRAC asks for legal opinion on closing guard facilities 
Copley News Service 
June 29,2005 

"The commission is severely constrained in.fornrulating its recommendations to the 
president as to which military installations should be closed or realigned uithout a decw 
understanding ofthe (defense) secretary's azcthority, " chairman Anthony Principi said in 
Izis letter. 
Principi noted a provision in.federa1 law governing military activities that says 
permission o f a  governor is required before any National Guard facility in his or her 
state can be "changed" or "relocated or ~rithdrawn. " 
'Yam not aMnre ofaiiy authority that clearl-v indicates contrari~ise, " Principi, who is an 
attorney, told Gonzales. 
In his letter. Principi asked Gonzales whether "the federal government, acting through 
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of1990, as amended, possess the 
authority to carry out the proposed realignments and closure of Army National Guard 
and Air National Guard installations in the absence o f a  co~i.sriltativeprocess with the 
governors of the various states? If not, what measures ~ o u l d  be riccessary to satisfi the 
consultative requirement?" 



Press Comments 
Chairman Principi 

BRAC 2005 

w Pentagon details plans to release base closing data 
Associated Press 
May 27,2005 

"It needs to  be soon, " he  said. "We cannot make informed decisions without the 
data, and that's critical to our ~10l.k. " 

Local N e w  Articles 

1,250 Fed Jobs In Jeopardy; Commission Votes To Consider Closing Buckley Annex Office 
Rocky Mountain News 
July 20,2005 

"Why did DoD not consider other options which could have avoided military 
corlstruction costs and possibly produce a more cost-effective option?" BRAC Chairman 
Antho~y  Prirrcipi wore. 

Pearl's efficiency rating concerns BRAC panel 
The Honolulu Advertiser 
July 19,2005 

"That's an issue," Principi said. 'Yve talked ~ * i t h  a lot of submarine corn~na~lders who 
~ ~ o u l d  prefer not to have their subs o~~erhauled in Pearl. The commissio~~crs are going to 
/rave to deliberate on !hat very, very carefully before making their decision. 
"I think cost and eficiency and qualiw are important issues, but the Navy has made a 
compelling argument that Pearl's strategic location is very, very important." 

w Pentagon's Air Guard cuts are assailed Commissioners order top officials to revise plans for 
closings 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
JuIy 19,2005 

But commission Chairman Anthony Principi said the Air Force Mns "creating a long- 
term problem" in recruiting by taking aircraft and missions a\rzay,fiorn local units. 

Pa. leaders fight on for Willow Grove; Senators and the governor told the closure panel of 
its worth, and the attacks in London were cited. 
Philadelphia Enquirer 
July 8,2005 

BRAC chairv~an Anthony Principi, who presided over the hearing at the Cannon House 
Office Building, offered encouraging words for Willow Grove pr-oponents during a tour 
o f  the base Tuesday. He said then that closing it ~ o u l d  seem to contradict the Pentagon's 
goal of morejoint training and operations among the military services. Willow Grove has 
efnphasiied that approach since the mid-1990s and is home now to Army, N a ~ y ,  Marine, 
Air Forre and Air National Guard units 

Base-Closing Proposals For Virginia Questioned; 
Citing London Attack, Officials Defend Some Facilities On The Block 
Riclunond Times-Dispatch 
July 8,2005 
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BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi told rcporteis that "serious encrorichnlent issues" exist at 
Oceana. Later, speaking to collerrgues in an elevator, he said Fort Monroe is a "beautifrrl piece 
ofproperry" that is ripe for development. 

'Team Connecticut' makes pitch to save Groton, Conn., submarine base 
The Hartford Courant 
July 7, 2005 

"We've learned a greut deal," commission Chairman Anthony Principi said arfrer hearing 
the arguments offive New England states. "We have a lot ofanalysis to do based on the 
information we heard today on military value, economic impact compared to cost savings 
and cost estimates that differ greatly from the data that's been provided to us by the 
Departinent of Defense. " 

After Tour, Official Says Pentagon Did Not Emphasize Air Base's Range 
Philadelphia Enquirer 
July 6,2005 

Base Realignment and Clos~rre Commission chairman Anthony Principi said that he Mns 
surprised about how the decision to close the Naval Air Station and Joint Reserve Base 
was made, calling it "inconsistent." 
It seemed to have been "done by the Nmy, independent of the other services," he said. 
Principi, whose cornmission is reliewing the Pentagon's nationwide base-closing 
recommendations and will inake recoinmendations to President Bush, also indicated that 
the Pentagon information on I.l/illow Grove didn't fully ernphasize its ~ointness" - the,fact 
that it has units from each branch of the military. 
Willow Grove is one of only three such military bases nationwide, Principi said, adding 
tllat one o f  the goals of the military base reorganization cfort is to e-xpand the nuinher o f  
bases housirw multi~le branches. u 

'Tfyou're trying to achieve joinmess," he said, "what value does it inake to close a 
Willow Grove?" 

Base Panel Letter Stirs Hope On Portsmouth Chairman Asks Rumsfeld To Explain Closure 
Choice 
The Boston Globe 
July 2, 2005 

"There appears lo be s@cient excess capacity. . . to close either Naval Shipyard Pearl 
Hurbor or Naval Shipyard Portsmouth." Principi said in the letter, which asked the 
Pentagon to back lip a series of its recommendations. "Naval Shipyard Pearl Harbor is 
less eficient than N a l d  Shipyard Portsmouth, according to Department of the Naly 
data. " 

Brac Commissioners Tour Peninsula Bases, But Not Oceana 
The Virginia Pilot 
May 26,3005 
Principi, chairman of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Comnrission, and Ne~zton, a 
retired Air Force general, said Wednesday that it was premature to think about adding Oceana 
to the list, a move that wou/d require the support of seven members. 
Prirlcipi said there was "very, vety significant encroachment at Oceana, " but no decision has 
been made whether "to even consider" recommending the base for closure. 
"We feel no need to really visit Oceana at this point. We don't want to send signals that are riot 
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already there, " Newton said. "It is not on the list; ... $for some reason it was added, then it gives 
us that opportunity to go and  isi it. " 

Opinions/ Editorials 

National News Articles 

Pentagon faces base-closing challenges 
Associated Press 
July 2 1,  2005 

The military base review commission considering the fate of dozens of military facilities 
nationwide will not seek a second opinion about its recusal rules for members. 

The decision comes after Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, asked the commission's chairman last 
week to get a second opinion on whether the commission's rules are too strict. 

Anthony Principi, the cormission's chairman, said the group needs to stick with the rules it has 
adopted, which call for commissioners to recuse themselves when voting on issues that affect 
their home states. 

"At this stage in the process and where we are, I don't think i t  would be appropriate to revise our 
rules and regulations, and we're just going to stay on this course," Principi said Tuesday after a 
commission meeting in Washington, D.C. 

Four commissioners have announced that they would not participate in votes that would affect 
their home states or states for which they had worked on military basing issues in the past. 

One of those commissioners is former U.S. Rep. Jim Bilbray, D-Nev., who has made skeptical 
comments about the Pentagon's proposal to move F-16 jets from Eielson Air Force Base near 
Fairbanks to Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada. 

The commission on its Web site states that the recusals were made "to avoid any appearance of a 
lack of impartiality and to enhance the public's confidence in the integrity of the BRAC process." 

Murkowski said she could find nothing in law that requires Bilbray to recuse himself from a 
decision on Eielson. 

Several commissioners recused themselves from individual votes Tuesday during a meeting in 
Washington, D.C. The commissioners were voting on whether to add up to a dozen bases to a list 
of proposed closures and realignments. 

Seven votes on the nine-member commission are required to add bases to the list. 

"I think the process worked well today," Principi said when asked about the recusals. 

One of the votes concerned whether to add the Air Force's facilities at Galena to the closure list. 
The commission voted unanin~ously to do so. No members recused themselves. 
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'w Dayton, Columbus military facilities added to base-closing list 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

Community leaders are taking a cautious, wait-and-see attitude after an independent commission 
added two Ohio operations to the Pentagon's list of proposed closings and consolidations of 
military facilities. 

The Defense Finance Accounting Services office, part of the Defense Supply Center in Columbus 
and suburban Whitehall, and the 80-year-old Air Force Institute of Technology at Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton were added to the list Tuesday. 

"We don't have all the details yet, but we are staying optimistic," said Whitehall Mayor Lynn 
Ochsendorf. "The fact that our facility is on the list doesn't mean that it will close." 

Adding facilities to the list will allow the panel to further analyze those bases' usefulness by 
visiting sites, collecting data and holding hearings, said commission Chairman Anthony Principi. 
It doesn't mean the base will be realigned or closed, he said. 

Ochsendorf is confident that federal officials will continue to be impressed with the operation in 
Columbus and Whitehall if they visit. 

In May, the Pentagon not only proposed to keep the Columbus finance operation open, but to add 
hundreds of jobs from other DFAS offices. The Columbus operation currently has 2,067 

'VI employees, who make payments to military contractors and vendors, provide accounting services 
for defense agencies and process travel payments for Pentagon employees. 

"Our No. I goal for a long time has been to keep our base open, and we know we have one of the 
most modem facilities of any in the system," said Ochsendorf. 

Any decision to move the Columbus DFAS operation would be a double blow because the 
installation would lose its current workers as well as the ones it would have gained under the 
Pentagon's earlier proposal, said Steve Tugend, vice president of government relations for the 
Colunlbus Chamber of Commerce. 

Tugend said he is confident that the area facility will impress commissioners if they visit. 

"You're not going to find a better installation for DFAS than Columbus simply because how 
secure i t  is, how modem it is," Tugend said. 

Dayton officials also are not giving up hope, although the commission voted 8-0 to add the 
Dayton institute to the list along with the Naval Postgraduate School and the Defense Language 
Institute, both in Monterey, Calif. 

Michael Gessel, of the Dayton Development Coalition, said the commission discussed the 
possibility of combining the three institutions into a university of national defense studies. But he 
said the commission made it clear that it would keep all options open on where to locate such a 
university. 

w 
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'w "It's an opportunity for the Dayton region, but being on the BRAC list certainly has considerable 
risks." Gessel said. 

The Dayton institute, which has 500 employees and more than 900 students, is the Air Force's 
graduate school of engineering and management. The school also offers continuing-education 
courses for the military and other federal workers in software engineering, data management, 
logistics and other disciplines. 

Over the past 80 years, more than 266,000 Defense Department personnel, including 30 
astronauts, have attended Air Force Institute of Technology programs at Wright-Patterson, which 
has about 22,000 military and civilian workers. 

Principi has asked whether the Dayton institute could be moved to Monterey, Calif., and merged 
with the Naval postgraduate school there. Pentagon officials have said that site couldn't handle 
the influx of students that would need military health care and that the densely populated area 
couldn't accommodate the new facilities that would be needed. 

The school in Dayton traces its history to 1919, as the Air School of Application at McCook Field 
in Dayton. When Congress created the Air Corps in 1926, the school was renamed the Air Corps 
Engineering School and moved to Wright Field. The school became the Air Force Institute of 
Technology in 1947, when the Air Force became a separate service. 

Maj. Kurt Vogel, 38, of the Dayton suburb of Bellbrook, is working on his doctorate in 
astronautical engineering at the institute. He also got his masters there in the same major. 

4Y - 

"Every time I've left AFIT I've left better equipped to do my job and hit the ground running," 
Vogel said. "That's our bread and butter - keeping a sharp edge on our technical skills. Our 
profession is more and more oriented to advanced technology." 

Vogel said he likes that his instructors are all associated with the military and says he doesn't 
know what he would do if AFIT didn't exist.. 

BRAC chairman worried the military will lose Northeast presence 
Associated Press 
July 20, 2005 

The chairman of the military base closure commission expressed doubts about the Pentagon's 
plans to close so many bases in the northeastern United States, saying he believes the military 
should be present in every part of the country. 

Chaim~an Anthony Principi, during a hearing to consider adding several bases to the Pentagon's 
closure list, worried that the military was "virtually abandoning that section of the country." 

Speaking to reporters after the hearing Tuesday, Principi described his reservations as grounded 
in the military's relationship with the civilian public. not in the military utility of those bases. 

"I think it's important for our nation that our military and our society are close together," he said. 
"I think that's important for democracy. That's important for recruiting. That's important for 
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retention. It's important for building support for our engagements overseas." 

His words may give some hope to communities in Connecticut and Maine that face massive job 
losses in the Defense Department's effort to consolidate bases. 

Some of the other commissioners nodded when Principi made his comments. 

On the chopping block are two major New England bases - the submarine base at Groton, Conn., 
and the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. Pentagon officials suggest the dense 
population, high land prices and high cost of living in the Northeast make the region less suitable 
for military bases than elsewhere. 

The Pentagon projects that closing the two major bases and several smaller military sites in 
Connecticut and Maine would mean the loss of nearly 30,000 jobs on and off the bases. Work 
would shift to facilities in Norfolk, Va. and Kings Bay, Ga., defense officials say. 

Still, Principi and his fellow commissioners added several bases to the Pentagon's list Tuesday, 
including one in Maine the Pentagon had already planned to downsize drastically. Commissioners 
said that adding the bases would give the commission more flexibility as i t  considers the 
military's proposals. 

With many of the additional bases, the commission will not be locked into the Pentagon's plan but 
will be able to consider alternatives to specific Pentagon proposals. 

"This commission knows what i t  is talking about and is not a rubber stamp. We are an 
independent check on the power of the secretary (of defense) to close and realign military bases," 
Principi said of the nine-member commission. 

None of the additions to the list will necessarily close; commissioners said adding them to the list 
was a necessary step so they could be studied. Each must be voted on again by the commission, 
and the final base list is subject to presidential and congressional approval. 

Perhaps the largest potential shift came with a proposal to close the Navy's jet training base at 
Oceana, Va. Commission researchers said development in the nearby community of Virginia 
Beach, Va., is encroaching on pilots' ability to practice taking off and landing at all hours. 

The military had considered closing the base but did not have another suitable base to send its 
operations. The commission will now be able to consider an array of options. 

Naval Air Station Brunswick, Maine, the Galena Airport Forward Operation Location, Alaska, 
and Pope Air Force Base, N.C., were added to the list of installations facing possible closure. 

With an eye on possibly merging certain administrative, educational and medical functions, the 
commission also voted to include several small installations in Colorado, Ohio, Indiana, 
California, Virginia and Washington, D.C., for consideration. 

They join the list submitted by Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld in May that proposed 
closing or reducing forces at 62 major domestic bases and hundreds of smaller installations from 
coast to coast. 

w 
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In an afternoon of votes, the commission declined to add four other facilities: the Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot in San Diego; the Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; Moody Air Force Base 
in Georgia; and Grand Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota. 

Panel Adds Bases For Closure, Realignment Consideration 
Regulatory Intelligence Data 
July 20,2005 

WASHINGTON, July 20,2005 -The 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted to 
add several military installations to a list for closure consideration during July 19 hearings at the 
Dirksen Senate Building here. The previous day, senior Defense Department officials provided 
testimony before the commission regarding the merits of keeping open various military 
organizations. At the start of the July 19 hearing, BRAC Commission Chairman Anthony 
Principi noted his commission might tab more installations for consideration for closure or 
realignment. However, "we are not here today to produce a final list of closures and 
realignments," Principi said, noting the commission wouldn't submit a complete list of bases 
affected by this round of BRAC until late August. Bases the BRAC commission added during the 
July 19 hearing to the list for consideration to close or realign include: 6 Naval Air Station 
Brunswick, Maine d Navy Broadway Complex, San Diego 6 Naval Master Jet Base, Naval Air 
Station Oceana, Va. d Pope Air Force Base, N.C. 6 Galena Airport Forward Operating Location, 
Alaska u Defense Finance and Accounting Service facilities located at Buckley Annex, Colo.; 
Columbus, Ohio; and Indianapolis fi Naval Postgraduate School and Defense Language Institute, 
Monterey, Calif. d Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 6 
Bureau of Navy Medicine, Potomac Annex, Washington, D.C. 6 Air Force Medical Command, 
Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C. 6 Tricare Management Activity, Office of the 
Surgeons General Military Departments, and the Office of the Secretary of Defense for Health 
Affairs, all in Virginia. 

During the hearing, the commission also voted not to place several installations on the list for 
possible closure or realignment. For example, commission members voted to exclude the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego, the Naval Shipyard in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and Moody Air 
Force Base, Ga., from consideration for closure or realignment under the 2005 BRAC Act. All 
bases identified for possible realignment or closure will be reviewed before a final commission 
vote on all BRAC-identified installations is taken in late August. On May 13, Defense Secretary 
Donald H. Rumsfeld submitted his BRAC recommendations that 33 military installations be 
closed and 29 realigned out of a total of 3 18 bases. The additional bases identified by the 
commission for consideration for closure or realignment, Principi noted, will be added to the 
secretary's list. The BRAC coinmission's additions weren't made to second-guess Rumsfeld's 
picks, Principi emphasized, but instead demonstrate the commission's efforts to take a broader 
view of what other bases may be closed or realigned. "Our deliberations today may add more 
bases for further consideration -- and consideration only -- not because we have determined that 
we need to realign or close more bases than the secretary of defense has recommended, but 
because we want to make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are made 
consistent with the criteria established in law," Principi said. On April 1, President Bush 
appointed the independent BRAC conunission. The commission is obligated to "consider all 
options" for base closures or realignments, Principi said at the July 19 hearing. Under the 2005 
BRAC Act the principle criteria for keeping bases open, or closing or realigning them, is military 
value. The nine-member BRAC commission panel is obligated to send its recommendations to 
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w the president by Sept. 8. The president has until Sept. 23 to accept all recommendations or reject 
all of them. Congress will have 45 days to accept the president's recommendations or reject them 
whole. The Defense Department will be obligated to act on all congressionally approved 
recommendations. 

Commission considering adding bases to list of those marked for closing or downsizing 
The Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

U.S. military bases spared in the spring from the Pentagon's list of proposed closures or 
downsizings aren't off the hook yet. 

The commission charged with reviewing Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld's plan to 
restructure domestic military bases is to vote Tuesday on whether to add about a dozen facilities 
to his list. 

"We want to make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are made," Commission 
Chairman Anthony Principi said Monday at a hearing where the commission expressed deep 
reservations about several parts of Rumsfeld's plan. 

"It is not our intent to disrupt or to unreasonably target communities that may have breathed a 
sigh of relief in May when the secretary's list of recommendations was released, or to further 
burden communities already facing losses," Principi said. 

Rather, he said, adding bases to the list would allow the commission to conduct public hearings, w visit the sites and collect data to make direct comparisons with bases that perform similar 
missions and are slated for closure. 

In May, Rumsfeld proposed closing or reducing forces at 62 major bases and hundreds of smaller 
installations to save money and streamline the services. It's the first round of base closures in a 
decade. 

It takes votes from seven of nine commission members to add a base to the list. The commission 
then will have to reaffirm that decision in August, with seven of nine votes. Other bases on the 
Pentagon's list can be removed at that time with five of nine votes. 

Over the past two months, the commission has toured bases on Rumsfeld's list and has held 
regional hearings to give communities a chance to argue why their bases should be spared. 
Commissioners have been lobbied by congressional delegations as well as professionals hired by 
states to save their bases. 

On Monday, panel members pressed defense officials on the Pentagon's plan to disband or move 
dozens of Air National Guard units, questioning expected savings and the impact on recruitment 
and homeland defense capabilities. 

One proposal being floated Monday would ensure that each state has at least one Air National 
Guard flying unit. The proposal was seen by some lobbyists as a way to mollify adjutants general. 

Commissioners also pressed defense officials on why several bases were Ieft off the list. These 

'W 
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w included the Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San 
Diego. Commissioners plan to vote on whether to add those to the list, as well as Moody Air 
Force Base in Georgia, the Navy Broadway Complex in San Diego and the Naval Master Jet Base 
Oceana in Virginia. 

And, commissioners questioned Pentagon decisions to scale back drastically operations, rather 
than close, the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine, Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina, 
and Grand Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota. Votes on those bases would change their 
designation on the list from realignments to closures. 

The skepticism was an indication that commissioners don't plan to rubber-stamp the proposal as 
some in Congress had feared. Principi has pledged to analyze the list independently and make 
changes if needed before sending it to President Bush for approval this fall. 

For their part, defense officials who testified Monday discouraged changes to Rumsfeld's list of 
proposed closures and consolidations. 

Michael Wynne, the Pentagon's technology and weapons-buying chief who oversaw the base 
restructuring project, said, "While the department stands behind it's recommendations, it fully 
supports the commission and analysis of alternatives." 

However, Wynne then reiterated Rumsfeld's contention that changing the fate of even one base 
could disrupt other aspects of the "comprehensive, integrated and interdependent" package of 
recommendations. 

w Whether a trend exists of US military bases moving more to South and West regions, 
leaving the Northeast unprotected 
National Public Radio 
July 19,2005 

On Capitol Hill today, the Base Realignment and Closure Commission, known as BRAC, is 
voting on whether to add additional facilities to the Pentagon's list of proposed closings. The list, 
released by Defense Secretary Donald Rurnsfeld this spring. included 33 major military bases and 
hundreds of smaller sites. Today's additions include the Navy Broadway Complex in San Diego, 
California, and the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine. The commission voted to spare the 
historic Pearl Harbor shipyard in Hawaii. BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi said today's moves 
are not the final word on the future of the bases. 

Mr. ANTHONY PRINCIPI (Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission): We will 
assess those installations in the same open and fair manner we have looked at installations that 
were included on the secretary's recommendation list. At least two commissioners will visit any 
installation that we added for further consideration. And representatives of those communities 
will be given ample opportunity to testify in a regional hearing, just like those that have occurred 
during the past month. 

BLOCK: Among those arguing to save their bases are politicians from the Northeast, home to a 
number of bases slated to close. The politicians are concerned those closures would continue a 
trend of moving military facilities south and west. They say that would leave the Northeast 
unprotected and cut the region's ties to the military. NPR's Anthony Brooks reports. 

'W 
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(Soundbite of cheering and applause) 

ANTHONY BROOKS reporting: 

At a recent hearing in Boston before the Base Realignment and Closure Commission, the 
enormous auditorium had turned yellow. Hundreds of workers from the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard on the Maine-New Hampshire border were all wearing canary yellow T-shirts that said 
'Save Our Shipyard.' They stood and applauded the commission, which has the authority to 
amend the Pentagon's list of base closures. This was a rally to save jobs and one community's 
connection to the Navy. Eileen Foley, 88 years old, grew up in Portsmouth and was mayor of the 
city for 14 years. 

Former Mayor EILEEN FOLEY (Portsmouth, New Hampshire): I'm born with the shipyard. I 
went out there and painted those boats, World War 11, and we were winning the war with the 
boats that we fought with. And there was a pride in that that you don't find in many places. 

BROOKS: Several Northeastern politicians raised that theme, including Connecticut Senator Joe 
Lieberman, who argued against closing the Navy submarine base in his state. Liebeman pointed 
out that the Pentagon wants to shut down or reduce operations at bases from Maine to 
Connecticut. 

Senator JOE LIEBERMAN (Democrat, Connecticut): Think of the consequences of essentially 
demilitarizing one large section of the country. That's not good for the connection of the people 
with their military. It's also not good for recruiting into the military, which is a real problem 

.(ro today. 

BROOKS: Northeast politicians are concerned that this continues a trend that dates back to the 
end of the Cold War. 

Mr. MATT KANE (Northeast-Midwest Institute): For about 20 years now the base closings and 
personnel shifts have hit the Northeast region harder than they should have. 

BROOKS: That's Matt Kane, a senior policy analyst with the Northeast-Midwest Institute, which 
tracks economic trends in 18 Northeast and Midwestern states. He says four rounds of base 
closures since 1987 have cut military personnel in the Midwest and Northeast regions by more 
than 40 percent, twice the number of reductions in the South and West. 

Mr. KANE: And to see further ramping back in that area that already has a very thin military 
presence is somewhat disturbing. 

Mr. JEREMIAH GERTLER (Former BRAC Senior Analyst): There's two fairly simple reasons 
that it may look like the Northeast is being targeted. 

BROOKS:  erem mi ah Gertler was a senior analyst on the last Base Closure Commission. He says 
one of the reasons is because of money; military facilities in these regions are older, smaller and 
sit in congested areas. So it makes economic sense to shift to the South and West, where there's 
more space, newer facilities and lower costs. Gertler says the second reason is the Pentagon's 
attention to the Pacific region. 

" w 
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,u" Mr. GERTLER: They've said straight out that that's where they want to focus the future of 
American defense. Bases that are closer to the Pacific, particularly for the Navy, have more value 
to them than ones on the Atlantic Coast. 

BROOKS: Politicians advocating for regional fairness are wasting their time, according to Owen 
Cote, who heads the Security Studies Program at MIT. Cote says that's because the Base Closure 
Commission, known as BRAC, was set up to insulate the process from parochial political 
pressure. 

Mr. OWEN COTE (MIT): BRAC commissioners are explicitly directed not to consider regional 
equity, for example. The process is blind to the location of the base from a regional point of view, 
unless that location has some military value. 

BROOKS: So most of the arguments focus on just that. For example, military value was at the 
heart of Massachusetts Senator Edward Kennedy's case to save Otis Air Force Base on Cape Cod. 
He says the base was the first to launch jets on 911 1, and without it, the busy Northeast air 
conidor would be unprotected. 

Senator EDWARD KENNEDY (Democrat, Massachusetts): There will be some 90 planes that'll 
be available to secure Washington, DC; 27 planes for New York and only three effective planes 
for Boston. We thnk that effectively without Otis, we will not have the kind of homeland security 
which is so essential. 

1V) 
BROOKS: Jeremiah Certler of the last BRAC commission says that argument could have merit. 
He says as the current commission reviews the Pentagon's proposed list, it must consider 
homeland security. 

Mr. GERTLER: That is something the commission can address, whether the Northeast is being 
left unguarded. That's a place where the commission could say, 'You know what, Department of 
Defense? You didn't do the numbers right.' 

BROOKS: The Northeast case might also be helped by this: Legal counsel for the current 
commission says the Pentagon may lack the authority to shut down Air National Guard units 
across the country. The state of Pennsylvania has gone to court to argue that the governors, not 
the Pentagon, have jurisdiction over the National Guard. If successful, Northeast officials hope 
the case will slow the military exodus from their region. Anthony Brooks, NPR News. 

BRAC leader questions Pentagon on Portsmouth, Brunswick 
Associate Press 
July 1,2005 
The base closing commission asked Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld on Friday why Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard wasn't considered for closure and why the Pentagon proposed to scale 
back Brunswick Naval Station instead of closing the base. 

Com~iiissioners also inquired as to why the Pentagon chose to close 23 Defense Finance 
Accounting Service centers - including one in Limestone - and how it settled on three 
consolidated locations: Indianapolis, Denver and Columbus, Ohio. 
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* The Base Realignment and Closure Commission would need further explanation from the 
Pentagon before it can consider adding bases to the closure list, and the questions do not reflect 
how the commission is leaning, said Chairman Anthony Principi. 

"We are in the early stages of a multi-step process," Principi wrote in a letter to Sen. Olympia 
Snowe. "Our request to the secretary is merely for additional data and analysis so that the 
commission will be more hl ly  and broadly informed before deciding whether or not to formally 
consider adding installations to this list." 

Among the 12 questions posed to Rumsfeld was why the Pentagon did not choose to close the 
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and farm out its submarine overhaul hnctions among shipyards in 
Norfolk, Va., Puget Sound, Wash., and Kittery, Maine. 

The commissioners noted that Pearl Harbor's repair depot is less efficient than the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. They also questioned the Pentagon's previous statements about Pearl Harbor's 
military value compared to the other yards. 

Friday's inquiry came a day after the Navy formally awarded its Meritorious Unit Commendation 
to the Portsmouth shipyard for its "phenomenal record" of reheling and overhauling nuclear 
submarines ahead of schedule. 

"This is the best performing shipyard of its kind," said Snowe, R-Maine, noting that the BRAC 
chairman is asking questions that go to the heart of the state's defense of the shipyard. "The other 
shipyards are inefficient, and they will not be able to absorb the workload from Portsmouth." 

w As for Brunswick, the commission asked why the Pentagon chose to retain an operational airfield 
while choosing to move its P-3 Orion and C-130 aircraft and half of its Navy personnel to a base 
in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Commissioners noted that a complete closure would have saved more money and would have 
opened land to redevelopment to offset the economic impact. 

Regarding the DFAS centers, the commission questioned why consolidating all work into three 
centers was the only scenario considered. "Why did (the Pentagon) not consider other options 
which could have avoided military construction costs and possibly produced a more cost-effective 
option?" the commissioners asked. 

The conunission's inquiry came on the same day the General Accounting Office released its 
analysis of the Pentagon's base closing recommendations. 

The GAO report said that closing the shipyard would hinder the fleet's ability to make 
unanticipated repairs, and it also questioned the assumptions on which the Pentagon's overall cost 
savings were determined. 

Principi asked Rumsfeld to respond by July 18. The commission will meet a day later to consider 
whether to add bases to the list of those under consideration to be closed or realigned. That would 
require a vote of seven of the nine commissioners. 
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The panel has a Sept. 8 deadline to come up with its final list of recommendations and present it 
to President Bush. 

BRAC asks for legal opinion on closing guard facilities 
Copley News Service 
June  29,2005 
The chairman of the base realignment and closure commission has made a formal request to US.  
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales for a legal opinion on the claim by some state governors and 
National Guard officials that the Pentagon cannot close or change guard facilities without the 
states' permission. 

Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich was the first governor to make that claim in an effort to stop the 
transfer of the F-16 fighters from the 183rd Fighter Wing of the Illinois Air National Guard now 
located at Abraham Lincoln Capitol Airport in Springfield. Attorney General Lisa Madigan has 
threatened to file a legal challenge to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's recommendation to 
dismantle the Springfield fighter wing. Other governors have joined in that claim and the threat of 
legal challenges. 

"The commission is severely constrained in formulating its recommendations to the president as 
to which military installations should be closed or realigned without a clear understanding of the 
(defense) secretary's authority," chairman Anthony Principi said in his letter. 

Principi noted a provision in federal law governing military activities that says permission of a 
governor is required before any National Guard facility in his or her state can be "changed" or 
"relocated or withdrawn." 

"I am not aware of any authority that clearly indicates contrariwise," Principi, who is an attorney, 
told Gonzales. 

In his letter, Principi asked Gonzales whether "the federal government, acting through the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, as amended, possess the authority to carry 
out the proposed realignments and closure of Army National Guard and Air National Guard 
installations in the absence of a consultative process with the governors of the various states? If 
not, what measures would be necessary to satisfy the consultative requirement?" 

He also asked if "the litigation being contemplated by various state attorneys general or other 
intervening legal proceedings" could delay or block the BRAC process. 

Although the letter was dated May 23, it was only made public on the conlmission's Web site this 
week. 

It could not be determined immediately Wednesday if Gonzales had responded. 

But in one of the first hearings the commission held here, an expert from the Congressional 
Research Service said the provision cited by Principi and the governors does not apply to the 
BRAC process. A number of Air Guard facilities have been closed or changed in the previous 
four BRAC rounds. 

Pentagon details plans to release base closing data 

w 
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w Associated Press 
May 27,2005 

Under tire from Congress, the Defense Department on Friday promised to give lawmakers access 
by next Tuesday afternoon to detailed material backing up its recommendations to shut down 
about 180 military installations across the country. 

Parts of the report are classified, so the Pentagon said lawmakers and staff with security 
clearances who want to see the classified information must review that data at a secure location in 
northern Virginia. 

The announcement comes in the wake of increasing demands from lawmakers and state and local 
officials for the release of what will be an unprecedented amount of data in defense of the base 
closing plan. Lawmakers hope to use the information to persuade the independent commission 
reviewing the base closings to remove certain installations from the hit list. Otis Air National 
Guard Base on Cape Cod is among the installations on the list. 

But with the first hearing two weeks away, there was concern about how much community 
officials will be able to see. The New England hearing will be in Boston on July 6. 

"It is of great concern to me that the installation-specific data the Pentagon used to prepare its 
(base closing) recommendations will not reach the level of transparency that our communities 
need," said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, an Armed Services Committee member. 

w Phil Grone, the deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and environment, met with key 
Congress members Friday to explain why the data release is taking so long, and how lawmakers 
will be able to review the material. 

Grone said the entire database will be available to lawmakers by the end of the workday Tuesday, 
and by June 4, all unclassified material will be available to the public. 

Pentagon spokesman Glenn Flood said the majority of material will be unclassified. He said the 
amount of data in this round of base closings - the fifth round since 1988 - was 100 times greater 
than any previous round. 

Crone's announcement comes the same day the base closing commission chairman, Anthony 
Principi, said the panel can't do its job unless the material is released promptly. 

"It needs to be soon," he said. "We cannot make informed decisions without the data, and that's 
critical to our work." 

Lawmakers and governors also have sent letters to the Pentagon and to President Bush pleading 
for the material. Congress members have been gathering support for legislation that would delay 
the base closing process. 

Local News Articles 

1,250 Fed Jobs In Jeopardy; Commission Votes To Consider Closing Buckley Annex Office 

'lyr 
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July 20, 2005 

About 1,250 Denver federal jobs once thought safe from the latest round of military base closures 
were placed in jeopardy Tuesday. 

The nine-member Base Realignment and Closure Commission unanimously rejected a Pentagon 
recommendation to retain the Denver office of the Defense Finance and Accounting Service and 
consolidate two other DFAS offices in Ohio and Indiana into the existing Denver facility. 

The BRAC commission voted to re-examine the viability of all DFAS offices, including Denver. 
The vote does not necessarily mean the local office will close. But it does mean the commission 
will look closely at the Denver operation in the ongoing effort to make the military more efficient 
by reducing excess. 

The offices are responsible for pay and disbursements to hundreds of thousands of military 
personnel. The Denver DFAS office is located at the old Lowry Air Force Base, now called the 
Buckley Air Force Base Annex. About 1,250 people, mostly civilian government employees, 
work there. 

In May the Pentagon proposed to the commission either closing or reducing forces at 62 major 
domestic bases and hundreds of smaller installations in the U.S. 

The BRAC commission will make its final deliberations the week of Aug. 22 on all changes in 
Pentagon recommendations and forward its final report to the president by Sept. 8. 

w The Pentagon recommended that DFAS offices in Columbus, Ohio, and Indianapolis be 
consolidated in Denver. 

But BRAC commissioners signaled their reservations in a July 1 letter to Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld. 

"Why did DoD not consider other options which could have avoided military construction costs 
and possibly produce a more cost-effective option?" BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi wrote. 

The commission's Tuesday vote set the stage for a new round of meetings at the sites in question, 
including the Denver center at Lowry. No Denver meeting date had been scheduled by late 
Tuesday, Lowry DFAS spokeswoman Carol Garcia said. 

"We do get a BRAC commission meeting here to put our say into it," Garcia said. "It's not a done 
deal until they come and visit." 

U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Denver, whose district includes the DFAS center, said keeping it 
open "maximizes military value and is the best financial option for our armed forces." 

"Today's action is serious, and I remain committed to keeping DFAS Denver open," she said. 

The DFAS is not the only defense installation at Lowry to face possible closure. 

The Pentagon recommended closing the Air Reserve Personnel Center at Lowry and transferring 
'VI 
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its 433 jobs to Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. The BRAC commission did not question that 
move, which is expected to be completed by 201 1. 

INFOBOX 

What they're saying 

The Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted to re-examine the viability of all Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service offices. 

Lowry DFAS spokeswoman Carol Garcia: "We do get a BRAC commission meeting here to put 
our say into it. It's not a done deal until they come and visit." 

U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Denver: Keeping the center open "maximizes military value and is 
the best financial option for our armed forces. Today's action is serious, and I remain committed 
to keeping DFAS Denver open." 

Pearl's efficiency rating concerns BRAC panel 
The Honolulu Advertiser 
July 19,2005 

WASHINGTON - After listening to a vigorous defense of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard at a 
hearing yesterday, the chairman of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission cited the 
shipyard's low efficiency rating as an issue in whether to consider it for possible closure when the 
panel votes today. 

Anthony J. Principi said he and other commissioners have been told the quality of the work at 
Pearl Harbor and the shipyard's efficiency is not as good as at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 
Kittery, Maine. 

"That's an issue," Principi said. "I've talked with a lot of submarine commanders who would 
prefer not to have their subs overhauled in Pearl. The commissioners are going to have to 
deIiberate on that very, very carefully before making their decision. 

"I think cost and efficiency and quality are important issues, but the Navy has made a con~pelling 
argument that Pearl's strategic location is very, very important." 

The BRAC chair's comments came after Pentagon officials told the base closure panel that 
closing Pearl Harbor shipyard with its nuclear repair operations could hurt Navy operations. 

The independent panel votes today on whether to add Pearl and about a dozen other installations 
to a list of possible closures and realignments. 

Michael W. Wynne, the Defense Department undersecretary who heads the base restructuring 
process, said the Pentagon favored keeping Pearl Harbor, with its nuclear repair operations, 
because of its strategic location and ability to work on a variety of ships. 

"On a practical level, removing the capability of nuclear repairs almost 3,000 miles from an 
operational fleet base violates the Navy's tenet of 'follow the fleet' and may have some 
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detrimental effect on operations," Wynne said. 

During the hearing, at least some members of the panel seemed to lean toward adding Pearl to the 
list, with the aim of conducting further study and comparing it to Portsmouth, where ship 
overhauls are completed faster and at a lower cost. 

Because of the law setting up this round of base closures and realignments, Pearl Harbor would 
have to be dropped from further consideration if the commission does not vote today to consider 
it for possible future action. 

Seven of the nine commissioners would have to vote in favor in order for Pearl to be put on the 
list. If that happens, the commission would then visit the site, hold public hearings and collect 
data to make direct comparisons with other bases. 

In addition to the Pentagon, Hawai'i's congressional delegation, Gov. Linda Lingle and Mayor 
Mufi Hannemann also tried yesterday to make the case for keeping Pearl open, meeting privately 
after the hearing with some of the commissioners, including Principi. 

Afterward, Maj. Gen. Robert Lee, adjutant general for Hawai'i, said his conclusion was that the 
commission was set to add Pearl Harbor to its recommendations. "They pretty much said that 
they want to kick this can down the road and take a look at it some more," Lee said. 

Lingle said she couldn't predict what would happen today but that the commissioners listened to 
the points raised at the meeting. 

'ilrr "They conceded that the emerging threats to our nation are in the East Asia area," she said. "Since 
that is the crux of what we're saying about military value, I think i t  was important for us to hear 
that." 

The governor delivered a 17-page memo to the BRAC Commission in which she calls the 
shipyard a "crucial" part of America's defense. 

"The Pacific Fleet's Area of Responsibility covers 100 million miles in the Pacific, Indian and 
Arctic Oceans from the West Coast of the United States to the East Coast of Africa. Located in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard is six days ship transit time from 
the West Coast of the United States, nine days ship transit time from the Territory of Guam and 
16 days ship transit time from Singapore," Lingle wrote. 

Having the shipyard work on the 17 attack submarines and 12 surface combat shps homeported 
at the adjacent Naval Station Pearl Harbor means preventing "operational, maintenance and 
family quality of life costs that would otherwise be generated if they had to deploy to Mainland 
shipyards," she wrote. 

Sen. Dan Inouye, D-Hawai'i, and other delegation members argued that there was no excess Navy 
shipyard capacity and that even if there was, Pearl Harbor should not be considered in the same 
category as Portsmouth. 

"If we are wise, instead of closing up Portsmouth or any other shipyard, we should maintain all of 
them," Inouye said. "If there is any time when we need stealthy weapons systems, now is the time w 
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and submarines are the best." 

The commission also has raised questions about proposed consolidations of Air National Guard 
units. About 30 already are on the list. 

Hawai'i public and private sectors, including politicians, labor heads, business leaders and retired 
military leaders, banded together in campaigning for Pearl Harbor. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Hawai'i compiled a high-profile team that included retired Adm. 
Thomas Fargo, a former head of both the U.S. Pacific Command and the U.S. Pacific Fleet; 
retired Adm. Ron Hays, also a former commander of Pacific Command; and retired Adm. R.J. 
Zlatoper, a former commander of the Pacific Fleet. 

The chamber also hired William J. Cassidy Jr., who served as deputy assistant secretary of the 
Navy for conversion and redevelopment from 1994 to 2001. 

Pentagon's Air Guard cuts are assailed Commissioners order top officials to revise plans for 
closings 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
July 19,2005 

The Pentagon's plans to reduce or eliminate a number of Air National Guard units -- including the 
13 1 st F-15 Fighter Wing at Lambert Field and the 183rd F-16 Fighter Wing in Springfield, Ill. -- 
came under heavy fire Monday, placing the entire plan in question. 

101 The Base Realignment and Closure Commission told senior Pentagon officials at a hearing to 
revise their plans, calling them unacceptable. 

Among commissioners' allegations were that the Pentagon, and particularly the Air Force: 

* Didn't consult with Air National Guard officials in reaching decisions. 

* Was endangering the ability of states to protect their citizens in the event of natural disasters, 
terrorism or other emergencies. 

* May lack the legal authority to close or change the mission of National Guard bases without the 
consent of the state's governor. 

* Will hurt future recruiting and retention efforts by forcing Guard and Reserve members to 
travel farther for training. 

Adm. Harold Gehman, a commission member who was NATO's supreme allied commander 
before retiring in 2000, accused the Air Force of "substantially deviating" from the laws 
governing the base realignment process. He also said the Air Force apparently had "misapplied" 
military value criteria and substituted its judgment for objective data. 

The term "substantially deviating" is significant because such a finding by commissioners would 
allow the panel to strike Pentagon recommendations from the final list the commission will 
present to the White House and Congress. 

w 
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In an interview later, Gehrnan said: "What we would like to do is to have a little more cooperation 
between the Air National Guard and the Air Force to come up with a plan we can support. This 
plan has a lot of problems with it -- we're not happy with it, the governors are not happy with it." 

Gehman was one of the three commission members at a hearing June 20 in St. Louis. 

In a separate interview, commission member Phillip Coyle, the former top Pentagon evaluator of 
military systems, said that under the plans to move Reserve units, about 30 governors would be 
left with no airlift or jet fighter capacity to deal with emergencies. 

Lt. Gen. Stephen Wood, the Air Force's deputy chief of staff, acknowledged at Monday's hearing 
that there had been little consultation but defended the recommendations as achieving "a 15 
percent improvement in efficiency (by) this move toward larger squadrons." 

But commission Chairman Anthony Principi said the Air Force was "creating a long-term 
problem" in recruiting by taking aircraft and missions away from local units. 

Sam Skinner, another commissioner and Illinois resident who served in former President George 
Bush's Cabinet, said the model relationship among the Air Force, Guard and Reserves is now 
imperiled. 

Monday's session was the first chance for commissioners to take up with Pentagon officials what 
they had learned in their hearings with local leaders around the country. 

Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond. R-Mo., applauded the commission's comments. 

"Throughout this process, I have voiced serious concerns, along with Air Guard leaders, that the 
Air Guard was not a substantive participant in the BRAC deliberative process," Bond said. "It is 
my hope the entire BRAC commission will reject the Air Force proposals as they impact Air 
Guard infrastructure." 

Andrew Ross, spokesman for the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, 
said the commission raised "all the arguments that Gov. (Rod) Blagojevich has been making since 
Day One" about the Pentagon's recommended closure list. 

"The failure to coordinate with him obviously compromises the integrity of the process, and 
disregarded his role as commander in chief of the Illinois National Guard," Ross said. 

Under Defense Secretary Donald Rurnsfeld's recommendations, 28 of 88 Guard flying units 
around the country are scheduled to lose their planes -- a greater impact than is being felt by other 
military installations. Some analysts argue that since the end of the Cold War, the active force has 
taken a hit but Reserve branches have been largely left alone. 

David Berteau, who ran the Pentagon's base closing process in the 199 1 and 1993 rounds in 
Republican and Democratic administrations, said after the hearing: "It's pretty clear that just 
about everybody except the Air Force thinks they didn't get it right. I would say based upon the 
comments today, i t  looks like the Air Force Air National Guard plan is in trouble with the 
commission." 

w 
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w Air Force generals said in interviews that they would meet with their superiors at the Pentagon to 
see how to proceed. "What it says to me," said Wood, the Air Force deputy chief of staff, "is we 
need to do a betterjob working with the commission and providing them the information they 
need." 

Pa. leaders fight on for Willow Grove; Senators and the governor told the closure panel of 
its worth, and the attacks in London were cited. 
Philadelphia Enquirer 
July 8,2005 

Pennsylvania's political leaders argued passionately yesterday before a commission reviewing 
proposed military base closings that shutting Willow Grove air base would harm the nation's 
defenses against terrorism and inflict a severe economic blow on the Philadelphia region. 

Republican Sens. Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum and Democratic Gov. Rendell, who led the 
testimony before the Defense Department's Base Realignment and Closure Commission, said 
closing Willow Grove would eliminate thousands of jobs and undermine the Pentagon's goal of 
more cooperation among military branches. 

Advocates of the base repeatedly cited yesterday's bombings in London as evidence that Willow 
Grove must be kept open. 

"It is a little hard for me to understand, given the nature and quality of these operations, that they 

w would consider shutting them down," Specter said of the Naval Air Station and Joint Reserve 
Base at Willow Grove. "We are at war, and we saw evidence of that in London today." 

The nine members of the commission, commonly known as BRAC, sat largely silent during the 
presentations, giving no hint of their reaction. But the audience members, dozens wearing yellow 
T-shirts inscribed "Save Willow Grove.Com," jumped to their feet and roared their approval 
when Rep. Curt Weldon (R., Pa.) of Delaware County said the base served a key function in the 
war in Iraq and the fight against global terrorism. 

"You take away Willow Grove and you take away an important asset," Weldon told the panel. 

The 62-year-old Willow Grove facility was one of 30 major US.  military bases on a list of 
recommended base closings issued in May by the Pentagon. 

BRAC chairman Anthony Principi, who presided over the hearing at the Cannon House Office 
Building, offered encouraging words for Willow Grove proponents during a tour of the base 
Tuesday. He said then that closing it would seem to contradict the Pentagon's goal of more joint 
training and operations among the military services. Willow Grove has emphasized that approach 
since the mid-1990s and is home now to Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force and Air National Guard 
units. 

But Willow Grove is competing against the other bases that also have been slated for closure, 
many of which also maintain that they are essential to the nation's defense. 

Santorum argued that Willow Grove's joint training and operations and its strategic position w 
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within easy reach of Philadelphia and New York were strong points in its favor. 

"This facility is geographically positioned to support the rapid deployment of military personnel 
all along the Eastern Seaboard," he said. 

The BRAC commission has until Sept. 8 to forward its own list of closings, working off the 
Pentagon's recommendations, to President Bush. Tuesday's tour and yesterday's presentation gave 
base advocates two prominent occasions to make their case. 

Rendell said he expected that he and other political leaders would be in touch regularly with 
BRAC commissioners and staff to build upon that case. 

Central to it, Rendell said, is the federal requirement that the Pentagon clear any decision to 
deactivate a reserve unit with the governor of the state in which that unit is based. He said the 
Pentagon did not do that in the case of the Air Guard's 11 1 th Fighter Wing at Willow Grove, 
which is composed of A-I 0 jets designed to attack tanks. 

"I did not consent then," he said. "I do not consent now." 

Rep. Allyson Y. Schwartz (D., Pa.), whose Montgomery County district includes the base, said 
that 75 percent of the 11 lth personnel had been deployed to combat zones and that it had 132 
combat-ready pilots. 

Ed Ebenbach, a local Chamber of Commerce member helping lead efforts to save the base, said 

w that beyond the more than 1,200 people employed at Willow Grove, thousands of others would 
lose their jobs as a consequence of its closure. 

Rep. Michael G. Fitzpatrick (R., Pa.) sought to tie Willow Grove's fate to the evolving military 
strategy against terrorism. 

"The Cold War is over, and the threats against our nation have changed," he said. "We need to 
focus on. .. training our military to work together as well as to focus on the needs of domestic 
security. Willow Grove is a base that will enhance both of these." 

Base-Closing Proposals For Virginia Questioned; 
Citing London Attack, Officials Defend Some Facilities On The Block 
Richmond Times-Dispact 
July 8, 2005 

U.S. Sen. John W. Warner, mindhl of yesterday's terrorist attack in London, hours later criticized 
a Defense Department proposal to protect more than 20,000 federal workers by moving their jobs 
from areas surrounding the Pentagon while other workers and residents remain more wlnerable. 

"We don't value one life or limb of a public servant over and above that of the private sector. 
We're all in this thing together," the Republican senator told reporters after a Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission hearing yesterday in Arlington. 

The department wants to move jobs from leased space in Arlington and its surroundings to save 
money, asserting it is generally more expensive to lease space than own it. 

w 
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,w Most of the space does not meet anti-terrorism protection standards requiring Department of 
Defense offices to be set back 82 feet from the nearest curb, and much of the space is near Metro 
subway stations. 

During the hearing, Warner told the commission that he believes Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld did not adhere to congressional law governing the base-closure process when Rurnsfeld 
recommended shifting jobs from Arlington to other parts of Northern Virginia and to other states. 

'Law was not followed' 

"I must respectfully tell you that the law was not followed," said Warner, who helped draft the 
provisions. "I cannot recall in my 17 years of association with the BRAC process when 
installations within a specific region were targeted by the Department of Defense for specific 
scrutiny and recommendations for realignment or closure." 

Warner testified before BRAC commissioners under oath, along with Virginia Gov. Mark R. 
Warner, a Democrat, U.S. Sen. George Allen, R-Va., other members of congress and local 
officials. 

The trio of top elected leaders primarily pressed their case to preserve jobs in Arlington, keep 
open Fort Monroe in Hampton, which Pentagon officials have targeted for closure, and undo 
plans to shift some operations from Fort Eustis in Newport News and the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center at Dahlgren in King George County. 

1111 They also expressed concern over the commission's inquiry last week into why the department 
did not recommend moving the Navy flight squadron at Oceana in Virginia Beach to Moody Air 
Force Base in Georgia. 

Virginia, which has 31 major military installations and employs more than 250.000 military and 
civilian defense workers, faces a net job loss of 1,574 under the Pentagon recommendations. 

Two sites identified 

Jay Fisette, chairman of the Arlington County Board of Supervisors, said sending jobs out of that 
locality, even if to other Northern Virginia sites such as Fort Belvoir or Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, would send the wrong message to terrorists. 

"It would be the ultimate win for the terrorists," he told commissioners. 

Arlington officials have identified two sites within the county that they say would offer increased 
security for federal workers at a lower cost than moving employees elsewhere. 

Allen said shifting jobs too far would disrupt an "extraordinary synergy" that has resulted from 
the military, technology and science communities working in close proximity to one another and 
the Pentagon. 

"We ought to be tearing down barriers" rather than creating obstacles to such cooperation, he 
testified. 

w 
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The Virginia delegation said a number of defense department recommendations are based on 
flawed data. 

For example, Allen said, the cost of environmental and other cleanup at Fort Monroe could top $1 
billion, or four times earlier estimates and easily eclipse estimated savings. 

Hampton Mayor Ross A. Keamey 11 cautioned that Fort Monroe also might include the site of 
slave and Indian burial grounds, and that the Catholic Church could lay claim to some land if 
ownership were to revert from the federal government to the state. 

A September deadline 

"I don't think the United States govenunent wants to take on Pope Benedict," he said to laughter. 

Gov. Warner said Oceana has ample room for current and future air operations. Allen added that 
it is "not a unique or unusual situation" for a landing site such as Oceana to face encroachment by 
development. 

The commission must make its final recommendations to President Bush by early September. 
Adding a site, such as Oceana, to the defense department's recommended list of closures or 
realignments would require the vote of seven of the panel's nine members. 

Gov. Warner invited commission members to ask questions at the conclusion of the hearing, but 
none did. Commission member Lloyd Newton said afterward that many panel members already 
had the inforn~ation in hand, had spoken with Virginia officials and, in some cases, had visited 
sites. 

"If we had questions today, we would have asked them," he said. 

BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi told reporters that "serious encroachment issues" exist at 
Oceana. Later, speaking to colleagues in an elevator, he said Fort Monroe is a "beautiful piece of 
property" that is ripe for development. 

As the meeting closed, Sen. Warner urged commission members to deliberate carefully. 

"We awakened this morning to learn how fragile life is wherever in the world the terrorists wish 
to destroy," he said. "This is a nation at war. I say to you most fervently, we cannot make any 
missteps." 

'Team Connecticut' makes pitch to save Groton, Conn., submarine base 
The Hartford Courant 
July 7,2005 
BOSTON -- It was exactly the question the defenders of Groton's submarine base hoped to hear 
from the commissioners deciding its fate. 

Would there be savings by emptying Norfolk, Va., of subs rather than Groton? 

John Markowicz, chairman of the state's Subase Realignment Coalition and one of Wednesday's 

'W 
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w presenters at a regional Base Realignment and Closure Commission hearing, has spent late nights 
getting ready to answer such a question. 

"What are your thoughts on that?" Commissioner Samuel Skinner asked the Connecticut team 
that had just spent two hours making its best pitch for saving the country's oldest sub base. 

As Markowicz started to talk -- to tell the five commissioners that Groton could harbor the entire 
Atlantic fleet of fast-attack nuclear subs without significant construction -- Connecticut's 
congressional delegation, Gov. M. Jodi Re11 and other state officials knew they had gotten at least 
some of their message through. 

Markowicz told the commissioners that if they decide to pull the base from the list in the coming 
weeks, "you conserve, what is truly -- and I'm not blowing smoke -- a true submarine center of 
excellence." 

After the presentation, "Team Connecticut," as U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, called it, 
was in high spirits. It had followed a script, guided by lobbyists from The Washington Group, for 
two hours, setting out a dozen perspectives and a host of painstakingly organized arguments that 
the Pentagon was in error when it recommended Groton's closure. 

Over the two hours, 14 speakers squeezed as much information as they could into every minute, 
letting these five members of the nine-member commission act as jury -- as Sen. Joseph I. 
Lieberman put it -- in Groton's defense against a Pentagon prosecution. The team steadily 
attacked every major aspect of the military's claims. 

w The basics: The military doesn't have a consistent picture of the hture of subs right now; it 
underestimated the cost of cleaning up the base and moving operations to Norfolk and Kings Bay, 
Ga.; it plugged inconsistent and bad information into the BRAC process, which ended up hurting 
Groton; and i t  overestimated how much the Department of Defense would save from the closure, 
and how soon the savings would occur. 

The commission has one more week of such hearings around the country before settling in to the 
last stretch. 

For more than a month, it will finish collecting information from base advocates, then compile a 
list of its own to forward to the president by Sept. 8. For each removal of a base from Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld's recommendation list, a majority of five commissioners would have to 
vote in favor. Seven votes would be required to add to the list. 

"We've learned a great deal," commission Chairman Anthony Principi said after hearing the 
arguments of five New England states. "We have a lot of analysis to do based on the information 
we heard today on military value, economic impact compared to cost savings and cost estimates 
that differ greatly from the data that's been provided to us by the Department of Defense." 

To make the decision of whether to close the 90-year-old Groton base, the commissioners have a 
wide selection of voices to recall. 

There was Rell telling them, "We believe it defies common sense," adding "it defies dollars and 
cents, too. Most importantly, it defies military sense." 

w 
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w And there was Sen. Chris Dodd saying, "Closing the base would leave no other option but to 
downsize our submarine force," adding that it "would put the nation in a virtual straightjacket." 
He reminded commissioners, too, that Groton's base is ''joined at the hip with Electric Boat, the 
world's leading designer and builder of submarines." 

Then came retired Vice Adm. Albert "Big Al" Konetmi, with his affable banter, reminding 
Principi that "we played football together ... a long time ago. A hell of a long time ago." 
Konetzni, who used to command the sub fleet in the Pacific, put the Groton picture in a wider 
frame. 

"I'm not here for New England," he said. "I live in Kings Bay. I love it." Instead, he said, "l'm 
here for national security." 

He said there are about 400 submarines in the world today. "A little less than half are our 
friends." 

He said closing Groton now is "ill conceived." 

A senator from Rhode lsland took his tum to agree, as did a former assistant secretary of the 
Navy. 

When some of the commissioners visited Groton more than a month ago, they showed a lot of 
interest in the base's relationship to sub builder Electric Boat. So its president, John Casey, told 
them Wednesday that "Our ability to integrate with the Navy is extremely important." u - 

That means running their shop just down the Thames River from the country's largest sub base. 
It's an ongoing relationship Casey predicted will continue to reduce sub-building costs about $ 5 0  
million a year. 

Markowicz was the detail man. He twisted through the minutiae, using the phrase the commission 
is looking for -- "substantial deviations From the BRAC selection criteria" -- and claiming the 
record shows the Navy was, from the beginning, refusing to consider the closure of some of its 
bases, even though the BRAC process calls for all to be considered equally. Another member of 
the Subase Realignment Coalition, Gabe Stem, slashed at the Pentagon's cost and savings 
estimates. 

Though the Navy claimed it would start saving money by 2013 if it closes Groton, Stem's version 
of the numbers -- corrected for mistakes he believes were made in figuring the costs of new 
construction in Georgia and Norfolk as well as a number of other things -- show a break-even 
point at 2057. 

A companion book to the presentation, a 30-page summary called "The Submarine Capital of the 
World: The Case for Naval Submarine Base New London" handed out by The Washington 
Group, suggested a $221 million underestimation of one-time moving and construction costs. 

That was coupled with state Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Gina 
McCarthy's take on what it would cost to rush through an environmental cleanup of the old 
nuclear base. The Navy called the immediate cleanup a $ 10 million job. The state says $41  
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w million. 

For remediation of the 687-acre site, the Navy figured $ 2 3  million. The state: $ 125 million. 

Simmons' turn at the microphone found him closing with a fervent request of the commissioners: 
"Save the sub base! Take. It. Off. The. List." 

In the shadow of the squadron of base supporters Wednesday was a lone fighter making the case 
on a different issue --that Connecticut should not lose its fleet of A-10 warplanes to 
Massachusetts. 

Brig. Gen. Thad Martin's presentation was brief and pointed. The new leader of the Connecticut 
National Guard highlighted what the state considers data entry errors. 

"The facts speak for themselves," he said. 

Martin laid out the stakes in an interview prior to the presentation: "We will be unique, he said of 
the proposed realignment. "We will be the only state in the union without an Air National Guard 
flying presence, an Air Force Reserve flying presence or an active Air Force flying presence. 
There will be no flying presence if we don't prevail in this presentation." 

Lieberman was the closer, comparing the commissioners to the jury in a death-penalty case, 
making a tough decision they can't take back. He said, "Your decision is final. It is terminal." 

Then came the commissioners' questions and comments, and the relief that the presentation had w been heard. Principi even volunteered of competitor Norfolk: "It's a rather congested base." 

Hours later, Principi and the others were racing from the hearing to catch a plane. They have 
another hearing this morning, in Washington. 

"We had a long day," Principi said. "A rather dramatic day." 

After Tour, Official Says Pentagon Did Not Emphasize Air Base's Range 
Philadelphia Enquirer 
July 6,2005 
After a tour of Willow Grove air base yesterday, the head of the commission reviewing proposed 
base closings said that the Pentagon had not emphasized the full range of activities that take place 
at the Montgomery County installation. 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission chairman Anthony Principi said that he was 
surprised about how the decision to close the Naval Air Station and Joint Reserve Base was 
made, calling it "inconsistent." 

It seemed to have been "done by the Navy, independent of the other services," he said. 

Principi, whose commission is reviewing the Pentagon's nationwide base-closing 
recommendations and will make recommendations to President Bush, also indicated that the 
Pentagon information on Willow Grove didn't fully emphasize its "jointness" - the fact that it has 
units from each branch of the military. 

w 
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w Willow Grove is one of only three such military bases nationwide, Principi said, adding that one 
of the goals of the military base reorganization effort is to expand the number of bases housing 
multiple branches. 

"If you're trying to achieve jointness," he said, "what value does it make to close a Willow 
Grove?" 

Principi, whose questions about the Pentagon's base-closing rationales have raised hopes 
elsewhere around the country, said the commission had questioned the Pentagon about its 
decisions regarding the Air National Guard. 

One of the key units at Willow Grove is the Air Guard's 1 I I th Fighter Wing, whose members 
have been deployed for tours of duty in Iraq, Aghanistan and Kuwait since 911 1. 

While about 150 supporters of the base rallied outside the Manor House in Horsham, where the 
post-tour news conference was held, Gov. Rendell and Sens. Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
and other lawmakers who had accompanied Principi said they thought yesterday's tour had been a 
success. 

"I don't want to raise false expectations," Specter told the crowd, "but we're putting on a hell of a 
fight and we're not conceding anything" 

"I'm not suggesting this is a slam dunk," Santorum said, "but I'm confident the chairman got the 
message and got it clearly." 

u# 
A state delegation that includes Rendell, Specter and Santorum will formally make its case 
against closing Willow Grove and other state military facilities to the full BRAC commission 
tomorrow in Washington. 

More than 100 Willow Grove employees, family members of those serving at the base, veterans 
and area residents are expected to make the trip to Washington, too. 

The commission has until Sept. 8 to send a final recommendation list to President Bush, based 
upon the Pentagon's recommendations and its own review, conducted through tours and hearings. 
Bush and subsequently Congress will be asked in the fall to accept or reject the list in its entirety. 

Rendell said closing the base would have a serious impact on military readiness, homeland 
security, the local economy and the state's ability to use the National Guard to aid victims of 
natural disasters. 

State and local officials and community leaders have all questioned whether the Pentagon 
followed proper procedure in reaching its decision. 

Specter said the various branches of the military seemed to have gotten their signals crossed. 

"The Navy thought the Air Force was leaving, so they didn't put up a fight, and the Air Force 
thought the Navy was leaving and they didn't put up a strong case," he said. 
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9 
"I'm not particularly happy with the analysis by the Pentagon," Santorum said. "Each service 
analyzed this base independent of that jointness." 

State officials obviously were buoyed by Principi's comments and reactions. "I think there's 
reason for guarded optimism," Rendell said. 

Brac Commissioners Tour Peninsula Bases, But Not Oceana 
The Virginia Pilot 
May 26,2005 

HAMPTON -- Their first-day itinerary included a local naval hospital and shipyard, then lunch 
and a "windshield tour" of the world's largest Navy base. On day two Wednesday, they ate 
breakfast at historic Fort Monroe before visiting Fort Eustis. 

But what Anthony Principi and Lloyd Newton didn't do during their mid-week field trip to 
Hampton Roads might be just as significant: The two commissioners who will help decide the 
future of the nation's military bases stayed away from Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia 
Beach. 

The Navy's biggest East Coast jet base escaped major changes in Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld's May 13 reconmendations for closing and realigning military 

facilities. But during hearings last week in Washington, one of the nine appointed commissioners 
-- retired Army general James T. Hill -- said he was surprised that Oceana wasn't slated for * closure because of the residential and commercial development that has grown up around it. 

Principi, chairman of  the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, and Newton, a 
retired Air Force general , said Wednesday that it was premature to think about adding Oceana to 
the list, a move that would require the support of seven members. 

Principi said there was "very, very significant encroachment at Oceana," but no decision has been 
made whether "to even consider" recommending the base for closure. 

"We feel no need to really visit Oceana at this point. We don't want to send signals that are not 
already there," Newton said. "It is not on the list; ... if for some reason it was added, then it gives 
us that opportunity to go and visit." 

That's not the case at Fort Monroe in Hampton, a 180-year-old Army post Rumsfeld proposed 
closing. The base's main tenant, headquarters of the Army's Training and Doctrine Command, 
would shifi to Fort Eustis in Newport News. Eustis' mission would be changed significantly, with 
2,100 positions sent elsewhere. 

At a news conference Wednesday, the pair said they were committed to making sure that 
Rumsfeld's recommendations were supported by solid data on bases' military value, the cost of 
environmental'clean-up and the economic effect on communities. 

"I can assure you we're not a rubber stamp," Principi said. "We are independent. We're going to 
do our own comprehensive assessment." 
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w Members of the commission will visit at least 70 bases across the country during the next two 
months and will hold 16 public hearings. Commissioners have until Sept. 8 to submit 
recommendations for closure and realignment to President Bush. 

Principi and Newton said Wednesday that their meetings with the commanders of Norfolk Naval 
Station and Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth seemed to indicate that those facilities could 
handle the influx of a combined 4,800 jobs. 

Rumsfeld's plan to shut down a naval shipyard in Kittery, Maine, would bring more than 1,700 
civilian jobs to the local yard; the recommendation to shutter New London Submarine Base in 
Connecticut would result in another 2,800 positions shifting to Norfolk. 

"Indeed, there's a lot of congestion in Norfolk, but it seems to me, preliminarily, that they do have 
the capacity, the pier space," Principi said of Norfolk Naval Station. 

Principi said they learned that the shipyard would require some construction to make it ready to 
accept a submarine maintenance depot from New England. 

Next week, Principi and Newton -- along with one or two other commissioners, the chairman said 
-- will visit Maine and Connecticut to learn about the places the jobs would come from. 
Communities and legislators in New England are promising a big fight to keep their facilities 
open. 

Hampton Mayor Ross Keamey 11 said he was pleased that the commissioners were open to 
hearing about alternatives to closure. The city has proposed building an office complex on the w base, then leasing the space back to the military. Principi said similar arrangements have come 
out of past base-closure rounds. 

"I don't think they came here with their minds made up," Keamey said. 
Ouinions/ Editorials 
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~Vatiotr  a1 News Articles 

Pentagon faces base-closing challenges 
Scripps Howard News Service 
&.lay 26.2005 

Corr~missiori members hoiv already signaled their 0M.n concerws about the si~~eepirig 
Gmrd  arid rescri-e charlges. A1 tlreir,/irstp~tblic hearing May 16, Cornniissioner Jarnes 
Bilbrq: a,/orrner Akidtr  co~~gressrrrar~, ar idpa~i~~l  Clrairrrlnn .411t/lorty Pr-incil>i botl~ 
irwrned (hot [he s h ~ c t d o ~ ~ n s  arrd triows colrld lead to problerirs in I-ecr7rifirig and rctair~irlg 
I-eser-vists. 

Rumsfeld urges panel to accept complete list 
Federal Times 
May 23,2005 

"I think you're goirlg to halv a serious problem with recr~titirlg ruld retention. "Jarnes 
Bilbray, an attonley and.for~ner corigressman, told Rurnsfeld and Air Force GLW. Riclrord 
Afycw. chnirrnarl o f  the Joint Chicfi of Stag 

Brac Panelists Raise Concern About Personnel Loss At Ft. hlonmouth 
Inside the Amy 
May 23,2005 

At a May 18 BRACpariel Irearirig,~/or-~~ier Rep. Janies Bilbray (D-NV), a corrirnissior~er. 
said the rnove from Ft. A4onrnotrth. horne of Comn~rmications-Electronics Commarid. 
probnbly woltld not present a long-term personnel-loss problem, "but we're in a crisis." 
The United States is riot "in a peacetime kind of mode, " h e  added. "It's going to take 
years to w-estnblish the capabilities tl~ntyou Itaiv at A4orimortth arid at Aber-deen. " 

Military Money Is To Flow To San Antonio 
Global News Wire 
RIay 20,2005 

IVliile TRlCARE is the program for most deperidenls arid retirees, Con~ruissiorier James 
Bilbray said that in rhepas!, inany have pleaded riof to be " f b r o ~ n  out q f o  niilifa~y 
hospilal. " 

Army secretary defends base closing plan, acknowledges some worries 
The Associated Press 
Rlay 18,2005 

Conr~~~issiorier- James Bilbray said iftoo./eu. ciisiliari uarkers moiled/i-om For? 
Morin~o~tth. it cortld ttrke years.for the Army to rebuild the post's rrrission at Abertleen. 
orld that rrriglil be ill-ndi.ised during ongoing military conflicts irl Iraq arid A~liariislor~ 

Loca l  hknl~ Articles 

Fate of military bases weighed; 
Regional hearing scheduled for June 30 to  discuss possible closure of four Georgia sites. 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
June  16,2005 



Press Comnlents 
Commissioner Bilbray 

BRAC 2005 

"We have riot1 ri~rmbers that are coritradictory to the rirrrribers that the Definse 
Departaierit gaive rrs, " Bilbray said. "I thirik tlreir~figur-es are wry,  w r y  low. We're going 
to arialye [the.fiprrs] wry closely." 

Fort Gillem may escape closure 
Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee) 
June 13. 2005 

Fort Gillem rriiglit be able to avoid being closed by the Departmerit o f  Defirise, said 
Jurties T. Bilbroy, a member o f  the Base Realigritncnt and Clos~rre Coniiriission. 
"I can't guarantee anjdJirig, but I itvas very, very impressed, " he said Fridny afler visitirrg 
the hase. 

4 Members Of Us Panel Visit Otis, Hear Pleas 
The Boston Globe 
June 1,2005 

One cornrriissiorier, Janies H. Bilbra~, said in an ir~ter~Yew that this was one q f  the rnost 
po-sitasive arguments he had henrd,for keepiri,~ the hase open. "It's like dominos." Ae 
said "If one.falls, the-v're all going ro,fall, o~id ,t.e M';// all take llrat into consifferntion. " 
He added, '7 think there's some things to be optirriistic abo~rt with Otis, but I'm orily one 
o f  tlre riirie. " 

Air Force wants to strip planes from Air National Guard 
Grand Forks Herald 
May 28,2005 

"Mariy on this conmission bcliel*e that the recniitme~it of Guard mid Reservists ... is 
going to become more arid more djficult, " Commi.wioncr James Bilbray told Dorningtre: 
nnd Jronper at a recent hearfng. 

State officials work to cover military bases 
The Atlanla Journal-Constitution 
May 21,2005 

Former U.S. Rep. Janies Bilbray ofNevada told Army ofjicials that "we shozrldri't shut 
don~n,/aciliries tlrat we niay need in the fiiture. " specQ7cally citing the tna metro Atlanta 
i~islallnlions. 

Official Says Brac List Is Shortsighted 
The Augusta Chronicle (Georgia) 
May 19,2005 

111 ari iritenicw qfiemard, Mr. Bilbray soid Ire's also u.or-ried aborrt the proposed closrrre 
of  Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota and Carirron Air Force Base in New 
A4exic0, slrggesting that those installatiorrs co~rld he needed,for nircrqji retrrrriirig to the 
Uriited States from overseas military bases that are being closed or do\rnsi:ed. 

Opinions/  Editorials 

Nat ior~a l  Nena Articles 

Pentagon faces base-closing challenges 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Bilbray 

BRAC 2005 

Scripps Howard News Service 'w May 26,2005 

After tamping out a congressional attempt to delay military base closings, the Pentagon was faced 
Thursday with two more brush fires fanned by critics across the country. 

A long-shot House effort Wednesday evening to postpone the just-begun round of closings for at 
least a year was easily killed in a 3 16 to 1 12 vote. 

The  measure, shepherded by Rep. Jeb Bradley, R-N.H., is likely to constitute the last Capitol Hill 
attempt to delay the process. 

"The horse is out of the stable at this point, and we have to move ahead with the process," said 
House Armed Service Chairman Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., urging the House to kill Bradley's 
amendment. 

But by Thursday morning, another simmering front flared as lawmakers across thecountry 
protested that the Pentagon is holding back information showing how officials came to 
recommend the closing of 33 major bases and hundreds of other military facilities. 

At issue: the background data and calculations used by Defense Depadnlent to decide which 
bases to recommend for closing. 

State and Capitol Hill legislators in Alabama, Connecticut, Maine, Missouri, New Hampshire, 
New Mexicoand other states with bases in peril have protested that the Pentagon has not supplied 

w them with anything but summaries of the supporting documentation. 

Governors from 14 states dispatched a letter to President Bush Thursday, asking for a delay in the 
process until the missing information - which they say is essential for evaluating and challenging 
the Defense Department's conclusions - is released and carefully reviewed. 

Particularly infuriating to state leaders is that members of the Base Realignment and Closure 
Conlmission -which will decide by September whether to accept or reject the Pentagon's 
recommendations - have already begun visits to targeted facilities, leaving their defenders there 
without crucial ammunition to rebut Pentagon arguments. Next week alone. commission 
members are traveling to eight installations in five states. 

"All parties involved deserve adequate time to review how their bases were evaluated, to prepare 
for regional hearings ... and to develop informed challenges to the recommendations," a letter 
from New Mexico's Capitol Hill delegation to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said this 
week. 

Pentagon spokesman Glenn Flood said more data will be forthcoming after a review to make sure 
no  classified information is included in the public release of the documents. 

Another front drawing increasing fire is the Pentagon's recommendation to close hundreds of 
Army and Air Force reserve and National Guard centers in scores of states. 

O n  Thursday, the National Guard Association of the United States blasted the Pentagon's 

w 
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decision, which the group said would "effectively ground one-third of the Air National Guard's 

'w flying units, many of which have made significant contributions to the global war on terror." 

Conlmission members have already signaled their own concerns about the sweeping Guard and 
reserve changes. At their first public hearing May 16, Commissioner James Bilbray, a former 
Nevada congressman, and panel Chairman Anthony Principi both warned that the shutdowns and 
moves could lead to problems in recruiting and retaining resenists. 

But Air Force Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, downplayed that 
possibility, saying plans to consolidate training facilities would actually result in better prepared 
part-time waniors. 

"No doubt there will be some inconvenience for somebody who used to drill a couple of miles 
away and who may have to drive father," Myers told the panel. "But we think the training will be 
better." 

Rumsfeld urges panel to accept complete list 
Federal Times 
M a y  23, 2005 

Any changes to the Pentagon's base-closing recommendations could undo the benefits the 
military hopes to gain, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld warned n~enlbers of the con~mission 
taking a first look at those plans May 16. 

Rumsfeld, testifying before the Defense Base Realignment and Closure, or BRAC, Commission. 
presented the Pentagon plan as a carpet easily unraveled. He said he had left his own staffs final 
reconlmendations unchanged because "when 1 tried to reach into the middle and pull out a 
thread." the consequences of any changes did more harm than good. 

Anthony Principi, commission chairman, admitted afler the hearing that amending the Pentagon's 
recommendations might be more difficult than in the four past rounds of  base closings from 1968 
to 1995. "We just need to be mindful that it's a daisy chain of bases," he said. "But I don't see it 
getting in the way of  ourjob." 

In those four past rounds, similar independent commissions responsible for reviewing the 
Defense Department's plans have altered about 15 percent of the recommendations. 

The  May 16 hearing highlighted the possibility that fewer changes might take place this time 
before the panel is due to forward its recommendations to President Bush in September. 

Several o f  the commission's nine members expressed worry about one of the most ambitious and 
interconnected parts of the Pentagon plan: Closing dozens of National Guard and reserve bases 
and consolidating them into fewer, larger joint reserve facilities. 

Rumsfeld said the changes would boost cooperation between reserve components and reflect the 
geographic shift of the U.S. population, but commissioners said they worry that long commutes to 
distant facilities for drills and training would discourage resenists from serving. 

"I think you're going to have a serious problem with recruiting and retention," James Bilbray, an 
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attorney and former congressman, told Rumsfeld and Air Force Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Principi said Rumsfeld had answered one of his concerns entering the hearing: Whether it was 
unwise to embark on base closings before the Pentagon completes its current Quadrennial 
Defense Review and a study of airlift and sealift capability. 

"If w e  were to stop doing anyqhing any time a study is undertaken, obviously nothing would get 
done." Rumsfeld said. 

Brac Panelists Raise Concern About Personnel Loss At Ft. Monmouth 
Inside the h y  
Rlay 23,2005 

The Army last week tried to justify the decision to transfer a number of operations from New 
Jersey's Ft. Monmouth to Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland, as members of  the 7-005 Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission raised concerns about losing skilled workers because they 
may not want to move that far away. 

O n  May 13, the Pentagon announced its recommended list of base closures and realignments for 
BRAC commissioners to consider. Ft. Monmouth is on the list for closure. 

At a May 18 BRAC panel hearing, forn~er Rep. James Bilbray (D-NV), a commissioner, said the 
move from Ft. Monmouth, home of Communications-Electronics Command, probably would not 
present a long-term personnel-loss problem, "but we're in a crisis." 

The  United States is not "in a peacetime kind of mode," he added. "It's going to take years to re- 
establish the capabilities that you have at Monmouth and at Aberdeen." 

The  Army could learn from problems that surfaced in a past BRAC round, when the long- 
distance transfer of functions from the Aviation and Troop Command in St. Louis to Redstone 
Arsenal in northern Alabama led to a personnel loss of nearly 75 percent, Craig College, the 
service's deputy assistant secretary for infrastructure analysis, told commissioners. 

"We would not expect all of these very capable individuals to move" from New Jersey to 
h4aryland. College said. "We would expect a number of them to do so. We would tap into the 
very strong labor market in the [Washing~on], Baltimore, Aberdeen area very early to begin to fill 
out the positions that might become empty as we move the unit from Mom~outh."  

At the hearing, Army Secretary Francis I-Iarvey acknowledged concerns about losing skilled 
personnel from BRAC moves, but he also argued they would ultimately prove beneficial to the 
Ann y. 

"Certainly there is a concern, and I don't want to sit here and tell you that we expect all the people 
from Ft. Monmouth to move to Aberdeen Proving Ground," the secretary said. "That's the 
negative side of it. The positive side of it is we're going to have a technological center of 
excellence and this command, control, communication, information system, which is extremely 
important to the h ture  Army." 
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The plan is to spiral such technology into the Army's future modular force, something that will be 'w easier to do under the Pentagon's BRAC plan, Harvey said. 

"The facilities at Monmouth were insufficient to the task, and from a military-value perspective it 
appeared to the department that i t  made far better sense to move those very capable and very 
iniportant activities to Aberdeen Proving Ground rather than leave them at Monmouth." 

Last week, New Jersey Rep. Rush Holt (D) sharply disagreed with that assessment, calling 
attention to the base's anti-improvised explosive device technology development as one of its 
strengths. Ft. Monmouth is in the lawmaker's district. 

"The Pentagon leadership has badly understated the consequences here," Holt said in a May 18 
statement. "That was clearly the point that Commissioner Bilbray was trying to convey, about the 
risk associated with breaking up a talented and experienced group of technical experts in the 
middle o f  an open-ended global war." 

Under the Pentagon's BRAC proposal, Ft. Monmouth's operations would be moved to various 
locations. For exanlple, the program executive office for command, control and communications- 
tactical would go to Aberdeen and the Joint Network Management Systems program office would 
go to Ft. Meade. VA (Inside the Army, May 16, p I). 

Fifteen active-duty Army installations, including Ft. Monroe, VA, and Ft. McPherson, GA, are up 
for closure. 

The next step in the BRAC process is for the commission to develop its own list, based on the 

u Pentagon's recommendations, which will be submitted to President Bush by Sept. 8. The 
president will accept or  reject those recommendations by Sept. 23, and then Congress will have 
45 days to do the same. 

Military Rloney Is To Flow To San Antonio 
Global News Wire 
May 20,2005 

WASHINGTON -- The Air Force surgeon general said Thursday that the Pentagon would spend 
$ 1 billion in San Antonio during the base closure process to create one of two proposed world- 
class regional medical centers. 

Lt. Gen. George P. Taylor said recommendations t o  close nine hospitals nationwide includes $ 
2.4 billion to build supercenters for medical care under the Defense Department at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio and National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. 

Taylor told the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, commonly called BRAC, 
that the proposals "are large, far-reaching actions that cut across the entire DoD healthcare 
system." 

The result would be two regional medical centers that would rival teaching hospitals like 
Baltimore's Johns Hopkins hospital and health care system, he said. 

The new regional health centers would be patterned after joint-use medical facilities at Balad Air 
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Base in lraq and Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany. 

The  recommendations were issued last week by Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld as part of a 
plan to close or realign 33 major U.S. military installations. 

Those plans, details of which are incomplete, have been received with anxiety by military retirees 
and dependents who receive health care at military hospitals that would close, like Wilford Hall 
Medical Center in San Antonio. 

Commissioner SueTurner told Taylor that "people want to know more details about their 
personal circumstance." 

"1 hope there is something under way in the DoD to get that information out and help reduce the 
shock," Turner said. 

The commission announced 16 regional hearings to hear from communities about the Pentagon's 
recommendations. A hearing is scheduled July I 1  in San Antonio. 

Taylor said outpatient care would continue unchanged, except in areas where hospitals were 
closing and the regional centers weren't being built. 

In those cases, dependents and retirees would use civilian facilities and doctors covered under the 
military healthcare plan TRICARE. 

Taylor said the Defense Department remains "very mindful of our great commitment to the o\.er 9 
million beneficiaries who depend on the military health care system for their care." 

While TRICARE is the program for most dependents and retirees, Commissioner James Bilbray 
said that in the past, many have pleaded not to be "thrown out of a military hospital." 

In San Antonio, Taylor said the Pentagon plans to build a new out-patient center at Lackland 
AFB to senJe  troops, dependents and retirees. 

H e  said building a new facility at the base is more cost-efficient and would allow the Air Force to 
"shutter the windows on the main building at Wilford Hall." 

In addition, BAMC would become a 425-bed facility to handle inpatient care, and the trauma 
center at the hospital would be expanded to handle emergency cases now served by both military 
hospitals in San Antonio. 

The  cost of the construction at Lackland and BAMC would total $ 1 billion, and would be 
completed in 2010. 

Those costs also include consolidation of military combat medical schooling from all the service 
branches at  Fort Sam Houston, creating a single Center for Medical Enlisted Training. 

Taylor said the command structure at BAMC, tentatively renamed the San Antonio Regional 
Medical Center, would be determined later by the service branches. 
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The Pentagon plan to consolidate military medicine also includes leaving Brooks City-Base. 

Aerospace medicine, training and research and development activities at the San Antonio site 
would be moved to Wright-Patterson AFB. 

"This will allow the military to completely leave City-Base," Taylor told the panel. 

The  centrifuge at Brooks, a unique piece of equipment to study G-forces, also would m o w  to 
Wright-Patterson, where a consolidation of medical and human systems research would be based. 

Losing the Air Force as a tenant at Brooks in South San Antonio would mean a $264 million loss - 
in payroll. But a number of missions, and about a third of the 2,700 jobs at the base, would 
remain in San Antonio at Lackland and Fort Sam Houston, city leaders said. 

Brooks was targeted for closure in 1995, but was spared when the previous base closure 
commission closed Kelly AFB instead. 

The  loss o f  Brooks would end a 10-year experiment between the military and the city o f  San 
Antonio, which spent $ 9  million to take over services and redevelop portions of the base. 

"I wouldn't say that anything went wrong, it's just a new opportunity," Taylor said. 

Taylor said San Antonio was poised to become a national center for biomedical science with the 
regional medical center and new training missions at Fort Sam Houston. 

The  scope of  the medical training expansion at Fort Sam Houston, along with the construction of 
a regional medical center, caught San Antonio by surprise when the base closure list was 
announced last week. 

"This is a huge, positive development that is going to have repercussions for our national stature 
o f  a biomedical center," said Joe Krier with the San Antonio Chamber of  Commerce. 

City leaders were in Washington this week to attend the base closure commission hearings, and 
came away with the impression that San Antonio was one of the big winners in the Pentagon's 
proposals. 

Army secretary defends base closing plan, acknowledges some worries 
T h e  Associated Press 
Rlay 18,2005 

Army officials said Wednesday the base closings and realignments the Pentagon is 
reconmending are necessary in a new era of terrorist threats. 

"We cannot afford to continue to operate as a static overseas base force designed to counter Cold 
War-era threats," Army Secretary Francis J. Harvey told the nine-member Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission. 

The  Pentagon proposed closing 15 active duty Army installations, 17 leased facilities, 176 Army 
Reserve installations and 21 I Army National Guard facilities. The commission can change the 
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plan before sending i t  lo President Bush and Congress. 

Meanwhile, South Dakota's two senators planned to introduce legislation that would delay the 
process until most troops return from the Iraq war and the Pentagon issues its Quadrennial 
Defense Review, which will evaluate the Pentagon's future strategy. The measure, if approved, 
also would nullify the list of base closings issued May 13. 

Under questioning by commissioners, Harvey said the Army had concerns about closing Fort 
Monmouth in New Jersey and moving its research and development mission to the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Maryland. 

Of  Fort Monmouth's 5,272 employees, more than 4,600 are civilians, said Rep. Rush Holt, D- 
N.J., who attended the hearing and whose district includes the post. 

Harvey said Army officials were concerned that many of the civilians wouldn't be willing to 
move. When the Aviation Research Group moved from St. Louis to Redstone Army Arsenal in 
Alabama, only about one-quarter of the civilians moved, he said. 

Conmissioner James Bilbray said if too few civilian workers moved from Fort Monmouth, i t  
could take years for the Army to rebuild the post's mission at Aberdeen, and that might be ill- 
advised during ongoing military conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Fort Monmouth has developed numerous weapons systems and other technological devices 
currently being used by U.S. soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Commission Chairman Anthony Principi asked where 70,000 overseas troops would be stationed 
when they came back to the United States. Army officials said of that number, 47,000 are Army 
personnel and would be going to Fort Bliss in Texas, Fort Riley in Kansas, Fort Carson in 
Colorado, Fort Lewis in Washington state, and Fort Shafter in Hawaii. 

Local h r e m  Articles 

Fate of military bases weighed; 
Regional hearing scheduled for June 30 to discuss possible closure of four Georgia sites. 
The  Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
June 16,2005 

Local leaders who want to keep Fort Gillem open have one more opportunity to sway officials 
who are considering closing the Clayton County military base. 

Members of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission will host a June 30 Atlanta regional 
hearing to listen to pleas 10 keep Fort Gillem and three other Georgia bases open. 

That follows last week's evaluation visit to Fort Gillem by BRAC Commissioner James Bilbray. 

Heading into the hearing, which will be held at Georgia Tech, U.S. Rep. David Scott (D-Ga.) 
believes the base has a good chance of getting off the Defense Department's list of bases 
reconmended for closure. 
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"We think we've scored some points [with commission members]," Scott said. "It's a long way, 

w but we scored some points." 

But supporters face an uphill climb in keeping the base open. It is commonly known that bases 
across the country on the BRAC closure list have a less than I0 percent chance of being taken off 
the list. 

Defense officials hope to streamline the number of military bases across the country and save 
millions in taxpayer dollars by closing the bases. 

Fort Gillem, Fort McPherson, Naval Air Station Atlanta in Cobb County and the Naval Supply 
Corps School in Athens are the Georgia bases on the closure list. 

Closing Fort Gillem would save $121.5 million during the next 20 years, according to the 
Defense Department. 

Defense officials characterize Fort Gillem as an administrative installation. Tom Salter, head of 
the Sa\,e Fort McPherson/Gillem Foundation, said those are bases seen as expensive to maintain. 

Defense officials want to move Fort Gillem's 1 st U.S. Army Headquarters to Illinois, the 2nd 
Recruiting Brigade to Alabama and an explosive disposal group would go to Kentucky. 

Other units would be relocated to South Carolina, North Carolina and Fort Beming near 
Colunlbus. 

The Air Force Exchange System Distribution Center at Fort Gillem would close, with the Georgia 
A m y  National Guard taking its space. 

A state-of-the-art forensic crime lab and a few other units would remain on the property. 

All of that relocating would cost $56.8 million --- a number even BRAC Commissioner James 
Bilbray said seems low. 

"We have new numbers that are contradictory to the numbers that the Defense Department gave 
us," Bilbray said. "I think their figures are very, very low. We're going to analyze [the figures] 
very closely." 

Meanwhile, Bilbray offered Fort Gillem backers a bit of hope after visiting the base. 

"Fort Gillem has an excellent chance of getting off the list," he said. "1 can't guarantee anything, 
but I was very impressed." 

Fort Cillem may escape closure 
Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee) 
June 13,2005 

Fort Gillem might be able to avoid being closed by the Department of Defense, said James T. 
Bilbray, a member of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 
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"1 can't guarantee anything, but 1 was very, very impressed," he said Friday after visiting the base. 

Fori Gillem -- along with Fort McPherson, the Naval Air Station in Marietta and the Na\y Supply 
Corps School in Athens -- has been tapped for closure. 

What might help Fort Gillem avoid closure is more than $240 million in new building projects 
there including a state-of-the-art forensic crime lab and facilities for the Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Red Cross, U.S. Rep. 
David Scott said. 

Congress will decide in November which bases will be spared. 

4 RlERlBERS OF US PANEL VISIT OTIS, HEAR PLEAS 
T h e  Boston Globe 
June 1,2005 

BOURNE - Four of the nine members on the military base closing commission toured Otis Air 
National Guard Base yesterday and emerged saying that they were impressed with the facility. 
but that that did not mean it would be taken off the closure list. 

"This base has a long, proud history, and they're hlfilling an important mission," conmission 
chairman Anthony J. Principi, said during a brief press conference yesterday. In the next breath, 
h e  added: "Quite honestly a few of them have to be closed. There's excess capacity." 

On May 13, Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld recommended closing 33 major bases to 
save $38.8 billion over the next 70 years. 

The  Pentagon estimates that c losing Otis and combining its mission with facilities in Florida and 
New Jersey would save $336.1 million. 

Closing Otis would also eliminate 505 direct jobs and 322 indirect jobs, according to Pentagon 
estimates. Commission members said yesterday they would take local economic impact into 
account, but that it would not be a primary consideration. 

A group of  local officials, led by Governor Mitt Romney and Senator Edward M. Kennedy, met 
with the commissioners on the base yesterday morning and gave presentations to make the 
argument that the base is worth saving. 

"This was a very, very solid interaction," Kennedy said in an interview. 

Primary in the argument for keeping Otis open is that the base supports the Coast Guard and an 
Arnmy National Guard post, all of which make up the 22,000-acre Massachusetts Military 
Reservation in Sandwich, Mashpee, Falmouth, and Bourne. 

Proponents have argued that if Otis closed, the others could soon follow. 

One commissioner, James H. Bilbray, said in an interview that this was one of the most 
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persuasi\,e a rgments  he had heard for keeping the base open. "It's like dominos," he said. "If one 

UP falls, they're all going to fall, and we wdl all take that into consideration." 

H e  added, "1 think there's some things to be optimistic about with Otis, but I'm only one of the 
nine." 

Earlier at the press conference, Principi insisted that no decisions have been made, " and none of 
us can predict what's going to be the outcome for Otis or any other facility around the country. 
Other than the fact that we will be open, transparent, comprehensive, and we will not politicize 
this process." 

Otis's fighter wing monitors terrorist activity and was the first unit to respond during the Sept. 1 1, 
2001, attacks. 

The  nine-member Base Closure and Realignment Commission is evaluating Rumsfeld's proposal 
before making a recommendation by Sept. 8 to President Bush. The independent commission 
made up of retired military officers, Pentagon officials, and lawmakers can add a base to the list 
with seven votes or remove a base with five votes, but the president niust vote the entire list up or 
down by November. 

The  commissioners also visited the New London Naval Submarine Base in Groton, Corn., 
yesterday. Today, they plan to visit Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Air Force wants to strip planes from Air National Guard  
Grand Forks Herald 
Rlay 28,2005 

111 a major redesign of the Air Force, the service wants to strip aircraft from one-third of its Air 
National Guard units and either retire the planes outright or ship them to other bases around the 
country. 

All told, 166 aircrafl in 28 of 88 Air National Guard (ANG) units would be removed under the 
plan, which was included as part of the Pentagon's recent base closure recommendations. 

This tally includes 35 '2-130 airlift transports, 26 KC-135 aerial tankers and 105 F-16 fighters. 

Under the plan, an as-yet-undefined number of units might gain other roles, such as operating 
unmanned aircraft, or  other piloted aircraft. 

The  ANG provides nearly half of the Air Force's tactical airlift, combat communications, 
aeromedical evacuation and refueling duties. With its force of jet fighters, the ANG has total 
responsibility for air defense of U.S. skies. 

ANG supporters claim that such a move would be a devastating blow at time when the service is 
shouldering a heavy burden in Iraq, Afghanistan and the air defense of the continental United 
States. ANG officials also wony that the service would lose pilots, crews and maintenance 
technicians if the cuts are accepted by the nine-member independent Base Realignment and 
Closure commission, known as BRAC. 
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The BRAC panel is now conducting hearings around the nation about the Pentagon's 

w recommendations. 

'A fiasco' 

The ANG - like the Army National Guard - has two roles: Units are under the command of state 
governors during peacetime, but the president may call the units to active duty during war, as in 
the current operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Retired Air Force Gen. Stephen Koper, president of the National Guard Association of the United 
States, called the Air Force proposals "a fiasco." The organization represents 45,000 Air and 
Army National Guard officers. 

"This isn't right, and it is not the right way to  go," Koper said in an interview, adding that the 28 
units "will be essentially put out of business." 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Roger Letnpke, president of the Adjutants General Association, which 
represents Army and Air National Guard leaders in the 50 states, the District of Columbia and 
t h e e  U.S. territories, called the proposals "shocking." 

While the Air Force proposes stripping the Guard units of their aircraft, the service would retain 
skeleton support crews at the 28 bases. 

Although the bases technically would remain open, "they are taken down to almost nothing," 
Lernpke, the adjutant general for Nebraska, said in an interview. 

ull Sen. Christopher Bond, R-Mo., said the Air Force's recommendations are "absolutely stunning," 
adding that so many units are being stripped of aircrafl that the senice's ability to provide 
protection over U.S. cities could be compromised. 

Bond accused the regular Air Force of treating the Air National Guard like "an unwanted 
stepchild." 

The  Air Force defends the proposals as necessary to make the service leaner and better equipped 
for fighting future enemies. 

Acting Air Force Secretary Michael Dominguez defended the recommendation. The ANG needs 
to be consolidated at fewer locales because it is too dispersed - "not ... an effective and efficient 
way to operate an expeditionary Air Force," he told the base closing commission earlier this 
month. 

He added that the active duty Air Force, not the ANG, had withstood the brunt of the closures in 
previous base closing rounds in 1988, 1991, 1993 and 1995. 

Gen. John Jumper, the Air Force chief of staff, told the commission that units that lose their 
aircraft may eventually gain other duties such as piloting robot aircraft or managing space 
systerns. 

ANG leaders complain that they were cut out of senior-level meetings of active duty Air Force 
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officers who helped select which bases to close while mapping out future Air Force plans. 

Among t he proposals 

* F-16s based at Fort Snuth Regional Airport in Arkansas would be divided between retirement 
and a base in Fresno, Calif. 

* F-16s at Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport in Ohio, would be divided between a base in 
Des Moines, Iowa, and retirement. 

* All F-16s based at the Duluth International Airport would be retired. 

* The C-130 transports at New Castle County Airport in Delaware would be split up and sent to 
Charlotte, N.C., and Savamah, Ga. 

* KC-1 35 tankers in Meridian, Miss., would be sent to facilities in Wisconsin, Temessee and 
Maine, while KC-135s stationed at Niagara Falls, N.Y., also would go to Maine. 

The ANG argues that these cuts would hurt the recruitment of new airmen and retention of 
existing personnel. 

Pilots, crews and mechanics, most of whom have full-time jobs in their local communities, may 
not want to travel to distant facilities to train, Lempke says. 

The  active duty Air Force concedes the point. 

"It's one of the inevitable consequences of this kind of action," Dominquez said of potential 
retention problems. But he added that skills in any unit can be recreated in other locales. "It just 
takes some time ... but we can do that," he told the base closing panel. 

The  argument is gaining some traction on the base closing commission. 

"Many on this conmission believe that the recruitment of Guard and Reservists ... is going to 
become more and more diff~cult." Commissioner James Bilbray told Donlinguez and Jumper at a 
recent hearing. 

The  commission has until Sept. 8 to review base-closing proposals. The president has until Sept. 
23 to either send them back to the panel for revisions or to  forward them to  Congress where the 
lawmakers have 45 work days to vote the list down in its entirety. If that doesn't happen, the list 
of base closings goes into effect. Past comussions have approved some 80 percent to 85 percent 
o f  Pentagon recommendations. 

While the commission has the authority to reverse the Pentagon recommendations, Koper 
conceded that time is short. "It's early in third quarter," he said. 

State officials work to cover military bases 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
Rlay 2 1,2005 
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Despite apparent support for several of Georgia's four endangered military facilities by a member 
of the federal base closing commission, state officials said Friday they are taking nothing for 
granted as they formulate their defense of the installations. 

During four days of hearings in Washington earlier this week by the independent Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission, members sharply questioned Pentagon officials about 
putting Fort McPherson in Atlanta and Fort Gillem in Forest Park on the chopping block. 

Former U.S. Rep. James Bilbray of Nevada told Army officials that "we shouldn't shut down 
facilities that we may need in the future," specifically citing the two metro Atlanta installations. 

But Retired A m y  Gen. Phil Browning, executive director of the Georgia Military Affairs 
Coordinating Committee, said that he did not read anything into Bilbray's comments that would 
indicate Bilbray was in support of the two posts. 

Instead, said Browning, the Georgia committee will begin an in-depth analysis of the Pentagon's 
reasons for putting Fort McPherson and Fort Gillem on the list along with the Naval Air Station 
Atlanta in Marietta and the Naval Supply Corps School in Athens. 

"We are looking at every possible way to determine if in fact the military's analysis is truly 
thorough and therefore valid," said Browning, who attended the Washington hearings. 

Browning said the hearings provided insights into the types of questions commissioners might 
ask when they come to Atlanta on June 30 as part of a series of 16 regional hearings nationwide. 

"The commission is a very bright group of men and women who asked very penetrating questions 
that have given us some thoughts on how we might approach them in the regional hearings," said 
Browning. 

Over the next five weeks, Browning said he will work with the governor's office and each of the 
communities that could be adversely affected by the closures to develop presentations for the 
regional hearing. 

Those regional hearings could help communities save their bases if they are able to demonstrate 
the Pentagon made errors in its reasons for wanting to close certain facilities. 

The BRAC commission can add or delete bases before sending its recommendations to the 
president by Sept. 8. 

In addition to preparing for the June 30 hearings, Georgia officials also plan to attend several 
other regional hearings to get some idea about what does and does not work for other 
communities as they plead their cases. 

Official Says Brac List Is Shortsighted 
The Augusta Chronicle (Georgia) 
Rla y 1 9,2005 
WASHINGTON - A  member of the nation's base-closing commission suggested Wednesday that 
the military wants to close some bases that could be needed later. 
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"We shouldn't rush into closing down facilities that we may need in the future," former 
congressman James Bilbray said as the Base Realignment and Closure Commission continued 
an  opening round of hearings into the Pentagon's plan to close nearly 180 military installations, 
including 33 major facilities. 

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld submitted the recommendations to the commission last 
week. The  commission is using that plan as a starting point in preparing a base-restructuring 
package to submit to President Bush by Sept. 8. 

Conmission members are holding four days of hearings, concluding today, as they begin a four- 
month review that will include at least 15 regional hearings and visits to affected bases. 

During Wednesday's hearing, Mr. Bilbray said the closure of several installations in previous 
base overhauls may have been unwise and suggested that the military might be on the verge of 
repeating the mistake. 

The  former Nevada lawmaker said he is particularly concerned about the proposed closure of 
Forts Gillem and McPherson in Georgia, asking top Army officials, "What is the logic of closing 
those?" 

In an interview afierward, Mr. Bilbray said he's also worried about the proposed closure of 
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota and Cannon Air Force Base in New Mexico, 
suggesting that those installations could be needed for aircraft returning to the United States from 
overseas military bases that are being closed or downsized. 

Opirriorrs/ Editorials 
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National  News Articles 

BRAC commissioners visit Utah military sites 
Associated Press 
June 6,2005 

'Yt really helps us to get an appreciation for ~,l iat 's  going on that you can't get from a 
coldpiece of  a paper, " Coyle said of the visit. 

BRAC chairman to visit Reno, Hawthorne facilities 
Associated Press 
July 20, 2005 

Principi's v is i t~fol lo~s  a July I1  stop at both facilities by BRAC member Philip Coyle, 
who said ajier his tour that many of the DOD statistics used to justify the Ha~dio tne  
depot closure recommendation rnay be '~stonishingly",fla~~ed. 

Panel bas reservations about parts of base-closing proposal 
Associated Press 
July 19, 2005 

State officials complain that Rmsfeld can't lcgally move the rrnits without the governors' 
consent, and Pennsyhmia officials kave,filed a lausuit over the issue. The Justice 
Department is reviewing the matter, arid defense ofjicials have asked the commission to 
refrain from changing Rumsfeld's Air Narional Guard recorrirnendations until that ruling. 
Commissioner Philip Coyle, a former assistant secretary of dcfense, said of the 
r-econlmendations, "They produce very little savings. " 

Conrad sags Grand Forks not expected on base closing list 
The Associated Press 
July 19,2005 

Commissioner Philip Coyle, a former Assistant Secretary of Defense, asked Air Force 
ofjicials at the hearing ulhy trlrey were relocating the tarlker mission  hen Grarld Forks' 
location in the northern part ofthe country is favorable forflying tnissions across the 
North Pole. 
"Isn't Grand Forks especially advantageous.for tarlkers?" Coyle asked.. 

BRAC commissioner visits targeted bases in Reno, Hawthorne 
Associated Press 
July 1 1, 2005 

AJer the meeting. CoJde said he couldn't say ~ h e t h e r  he'd vote to keep the depot open - 
but learned that many ofthe DOD statistics used to justify the closure recotnrnendatiorl 
were "astonishingly "flaujed. 
Col. Jon Proehl, commander ofthe Nevada Air Guard's 15211d Airlijr Wiug based next to 
the Reno Tahoe-International Airport, said Coyle responded favorably to concerns about 
the slate's abilip to live up to its homeland securip responsibilities without the transport 
dunes. 
"My feeling is he has a real sensit i~ip to the economics, the economic impact and our 
recruiting base, " Coyle said. 
"All the issues u!e thought that would resonate, I had n good feeIing that they did that 
today," he told KKOH Radio in Reno. 
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Local Arew Articles 

Brac Adds Other Bases To Hit List 
Amarillo Daily News 
July 20,2005 

At the meeting, Cojde and Newton "expressed that the conrmission is concerned and 
careficlly reviewing the apparent Air Force deviations in assessing Cannon's value to the 
milifary, the opportunities for joint rnilitary training opportunities. arid the negative 
economic impact on the Cloiis-Portales (NM.) area," a news releasefiom the New 
Mexico congressional delegation said. 

Base panel adds option of closing Brunswick; It also keeps the Pearl Harbor shipyard off 
the closure list, which might diminish the Kittery shipyard's chances of survival. 
Portland Press Herald 
July 20,2005 

Phillip Coyle, a former assistant secretay of defense, rioted that nobody ~ a t i l d  close a 
highway just because it isn't jammed with traflc 24 ho lm a day. 'Y'm not sure that 
Portsmouth shoirld be closed either, "said another corrimissioner, I-etired Gen. James 
Hill. "l'm not sure of the excess capacity." 

Hawthorne residents plead to keep Army depot open 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 
July 12,2005 

'1IV 'Many of the activities we saw today, the cosr to re-locate thern, was not inclrided in the 
DOD/igtrres, ' Coyle said. 'And so rhose,figures worild need to be inchided, and when 
they were, that ~tarrld change nhether or not it nos a srnart thing to do. ' 

Base Closures; Holy City to give panel a hand; BRAC offers Charleston team job after 
impressive presentation to save Na\y facilities 
The State 
July 10,2005 

"Jusr because we're leaving here today, that doesn'~ mean, Oh, ME// .  that's it. "'said Philip 
Coyle, who chaired the June 28 hearing in Charloffe 

Leaders fight plan to close nearby military installations; D.C. officials among those 
speaking before panel; thousands of jobs at stake 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
May 21,2005 

During the hearing, commission member Philip C o j k ,  the Pentagon's top weapons tester 
under Presidenf Bill Clinton, argued against breaL7'ng Walter Reed up, saying it's a 
'$premier joint medical platform" sening soldiers from branches other rhon the Army.. 

NM congressman says White Sands should keep lab 
El Paso Times 
June  30,2005 
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"Would rnovingpcople to Aberdeen, perhaps having them /ravel back lo NXte Sands, 
~vould that increase the cost andperhaps discorrr~ge them,fiorn using White Sands?" 
Cojle asked. 

Base Hearings Wrap Up in D.C. 
Hartford Courant 
M a y  20,2005 . . 

How do you guarantee a lot ofexpertise won't be lost in this process?" asked Plrilip 
Coyle, a former ussisranl defense secrefaty in the Clinton administration. 

Opinions/ Editorials 

National News Articles 

BRAC commissioners \isit Utah military sites 
Associated Press 
June 6,2005 

Three members of the Base Realignment and Closure commission toured Hill Air Force Base and 
flew over the west desert's Utah Test and Training Range on a fact finding mission Monday 
before making final recommendations on proposed base closures in September. 

The  visit by commissioners Gen. Lloyd Newton, Phillip Coyle and former Utah congressman Jim 
Hansen replaced a regional public hearing that had been planned for the same day. The hearing 
was canceled in part because the Pentagon's recommendations represent minimal changes for 
Utah's military installations. 

In all, Utah stands to lose about 400 civilian and military jobs. Of those, 145 will be net losses at 
Hill Air Force Base, the state's largest facility, which employees 24,000 people and provides an 
estimated $4 billion for the state economy. A handful ofjobs will be lost at Fort Douglas and at 
the Tooele Army Depot. 

The  Deseret Chemical Depot will also close if the Pentagon's recommendations hold, but that was 
always anticipated for the weapons-destruction facility. 

Commissioners, who were accompanied on the tour by Rep. Rob Bishop, R-Utah, and 
Republican U.S. Sens. Onin Hatch and Bob Bennett said the visit was productive. 

"It really helps us to get an appreciation for what's going on that you can't get from a cold piece of 
a paper," Coyle said of the visit. 

All three said they were impressed by the facilities they toured and by their discussions with staff 
and base commanders. 

But they said it was too early to say how the BRAC process might end in September. Pentagon 
recommendations for this round of base closures are different from those Hansen said he 
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witnessed during the 

"It was cleverly put together in that if you touch one base here, you touch three others at the same 
time," h e  said. "It will be a real challenge for us to work things out." 

Whether that means Utah ultimately could lose more jobs, "I don't think we're in a position to 
know really at  this point," Hansen said. 

The Utah Legislature has appropriated $5 million for economic development in the communities 
around Hill AFB in hopes of generating about 600 new jobs. 

Bennett, Bishop and Hatch all said they believe Utah's bases have - and will continue to have - an 
important role in U S .  national security as it relates to the military and to homeland security. 

And they said in the time i t  takes the Deseret Chemical Depot to complete it's work and close - 
something projected for roughly 2012 - they would investigate and consider if there are 
alternative uses for the facility that could keep some of those 1,500 jobs in the state. 

BRAC chairman to visit Reno, Hawthorne facilities 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) - The chairman of a federal commission reviewing a list of military 
bases facing possible closure will visit two threatened facilities in northern Nevada next week, 
U.S. Sen. Hany Reid said Wednesday. 

Reid, D-Nev., said that at his request Anthony Principi, chairman of the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission, will make stops Tuesday in Reno and Hawthorne. He'll be accompanied by 
a member of Sen. Reid's staff. 

The  sites include the Nevada Air National Guard Base in Reno, where the Defense Department 
has proposed removing C-130 transport planes, and the Hawthorne Army Depot, which could be 
shut down after 75 years of operation. 

Reid said he has worked with Principi, a former secretary of veterans affairs, and has found him 
"receptive to our concerns and the needs of Nevada." 

"I believe we have some of the finest military installations in the country and that with this visit 
Chairman Principi will come to the same conclusion," Reid stated. 

Principi's visit follows a July I I stop at both facilities by BRAC member Philip Coyle, who said 
after his tour that many of the DOD statistics used to justify the Hawthorne depot closure 
recommendation may be "astonishingly" flawed. 

The seven-member commission will provide a report of its findings and its own suggestions to 
Congress and President Bush on Sept. 8. 

The Pentagon says the government would avoid duplication and save money by moving the 
Hawthorne depot's storage and recycling functions to the Tooele Army Depot in Utah. But local 
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officials argue base closure would result in the loss of about 1,200 jobs at the depot and elsewhere 
in the community - or about two-thirds of all jobs in the county. 

Statistics provided by Day & Zimrnermann, which operates the depot under contract from the 
Army, put closure costs at $1.46 billion. The DOD had figured the cost at about 5383 million. 

The  depot, 130 miles south of Reno, sprawls over 230 square miles, with about 2,500 bunkers 
filled with 300.000 tons of munitions. 

In Reno, Guard commanders said they were pleased with their briefing with Co)le, the former 
assistant U.S. defense secretary under President Clinton. They said the Pentagon's plan would 
leave the Air National Guard with only one set of C-130s west of the Rockies, based in the Los 
Angeles area. 

Panel has reservations about parts of base-closing proposal 
Associated Press 
July 19,2005 

The base-closing commission expressed deep reservations Monday about parts of the Pentagon's 
proposal to restructure domestic military bases, including its plan to disband or move dozens of 
Air National Guard units. 

Commission members challenged the legality and homeland security impact of closing down the 
Air  Guard units, which include Otis Air National Guard base on Cape Cod. And at least one panel 
member said that since it would be irresponsible to just throw out the proposals, the Defense 
Department should provide additional guidance. 

The  sharp questioning from the members of the Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
encouraged Massachusetts officials who have been battling the proposal to shut down Otis. 

"It was gratifying to hear the commission articulate so many of the arguments that we've been 
making over the last few weeks," said Steve Schwadron, spokesman for Rep. William Delahunt, 
D-Mass. 

H e  said the panel members correctly zeroed in on whether the Pentagon is trying to use the 
BRAC process to do a restructuring among the Air Guard that it would otherwise not be able to 
do. 

Harold Gehman, a commissioner and a retired Navy adnliral, called the Air National Guard 
proposals "unworkable and unsatisfactory." 

And, h e  said, "It would be easy for us to throw lhis back to the Defense Department, but that 
would be irresponsible for us to do that, so we need some help." 

O n  the eve of a vote by the commission on whether to add about a dozen facilities to those the 
Defense Department has proposed closing or  shrinking, panel members questioned why several 
were left off the list. These included the Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego. 
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The skepticism exhibited by members of the independent commission at a hearing was an 

w indication that they won't rubber-stamp Defense Secretary Donald H. Rurnsfeld's proposal as 
some in Congress had feared. 

In May, Rurnsfeld proposed closing or reducing forces at 62 major bases and hundreds of smaller 
installations to save money and streamline the services. 

Commission Chairman Anthony Principi has pledged to analyze the list independently and make 
changes if needed before sending it to President Bush for approval this fall. 

"We want to make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are made," Principi said. 
"It is not our intent to disrupt or to unreasonably target communities that may have breathed a 
sigh of  relief in May when the secretary's list of recommendations was released, or to further 
burden communities already facing losses." 

Afier voting Tuesday on whether to add certain bases to the Pentagon's list, the nine-member 
commission will conduct public hearings, visit the sites and collect data to make direct 
comparisons with bases that perform similar missions and are slated for closure. 

It takes votes from seven of nine conunission members to add a base to the list on Tuesday. The 
commission then will have to reaffirm that decision in August, with seven of nine votes. Other 
bases on  the Pentagon's list can be removed at that time by five of nine votes. 

For their part, defense officials who testified Monday discouraged changes to Rurnsfeld's list of 
proposed closures and consolidations. 

YsI Michael Wynne, the Pentagon's technology and weapons-buying chief who oversaw the base 
restructuring project, said, "While the department stands behnd it's recommendations, it fully 
supports the comnussion and analysis of alternatives." 

However, Wynne then reiterated Rumsfeld's contention that changing the fate of even one base 
could disrupt other aspects of the "comprehensive, integrated and interdependent" package of 
recommendations. 

Commissioners appeared unlikely to heed that warning. 

Nearly every commissioner questioned the Pentagon's proposal to scrap or  shift roughly 30 Air 
National Guard units by taking away the planes or the missions. By law, governors, through their 
adjutants general, command Guard forces during statewide emergencies like civil disturbances, 
floods, hurricanes or forest fires. 

State off~cials complain that Rumsfeld can't legally move the units without the governors' 
consent, and Pennsylvania officials have filed a lawsuit over the issue. The Justice Department is 
reviewing the matter, and defense officials have asked the commission to refrain from changing 
Rumsfeld's Air National Guard recommendations until that ruling. 

Commissioner Philip Coyle, a former assistant secretary of defense, said of  the recommendations, 
"They produce very little savings." 
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Several others, including Princiji, questioned whether Rumsfeld's recommendations would 

u hamper homeland security duties or create recruiting problems. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., said state officials are working with the Massachusetts 
National Guard to insure the proposal is based on Otis' military value and the national security 
concerns, "and is not just a politically expedient solution. Evidenced today, these are clearly the 
Commissioners concerns and we share them." 

Defense officials said the benefits of consolidating the Guard units to achieve a more cohesive 
force outweigh the drawbacks. 

Commission members also questioned the Pentagon's decision to close the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, instead of the  Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, given 
Portsmouth's reputation for quickly repairing submarines. 

Defense officials said a Pacific-based shipyard is essential and that the two bases perform slightly 
different functions. 

Commissioners also questioned decisions to scale back drastically operations, rather than close, 
the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine, Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina, and Grand 
Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota. 

Conrad says Grand Forks not expected on base closing list 
The Associated Press 
July 19, 2005 

w The Base Realignment and Closure Commission is meeting to decide whether to add military 
bases to the Pentagon's recommended list of closures. Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., says h e  was 
told the Grand Forks Air Force Base will not be added t o  the closing list. 

"We've had many threats to the future of the base. none more severe than this base closure 
round," Conrad said Tuesday. "This is a great victory for Grand Forks and the state of North 
Dakota. 

"The commission members looked at the facts," he said. "They weren't a rubber stamp here." 

Commissioners asked Pentagon officials several questions Monday about the plan to  realign 
Grand Forks base, a sign that they may want to tweak the Pentagon's recommendation to  keep 
Grand Forks open but remove the air tankers and most o f  its personnel. 

The Air Force has expressed "strong interest" in putting new tankers at the Grand Forks base, 
Conrad said. Those planes are scheduled for production by 2010, he said. 

The  commission asked the Pentagon in a letter earlier this month to elaborate on its reasons for 
realigning and not closing Grand Forks -another indication that some commissioners may be 
interested in shutting it down completely. The commission is required by law to seek more 
information from the Pentagon before it adds new military installations to the closure list. 

Air Force officials have defended Grand Forks, reiterating an earlier commitment to bringing 

w 
7 
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unmanned aerial vehicles to the base. That mission would replace the air tankers, officials have 
said. 

Gen. Michael Moseley, Air Force vice chief of staff, told the commission that Grand Forks is a 
"perfect opportunity" to house unmanned flying drones, or UAVs. 

"We believe this is a place for a family of UAVs as this mission grows and evolves," Moseley 
said. 

The UAVs are the Global Hawk, which can relay images and sensor information to battlefield 
commanders, and the Predator, a missile-firing craft that also can be used for reconnaissance and 
surveillance. They would replace the base's air refueling tanker mission, which the Pentagon 
wants relocated to other bases. 

Pentagon officials also testified that keeping Grand Forks open is important for homeland 
security reasons, since the base is near the northern border. 

In a letter to the commission released July 14, Acting Deputy Secretary of Defense Gordon 
England said Air Force officials originally wanted to close the base completely but had changed 
their minds. 

Commissioner Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., a retired Navy admiral, told Moseley that his 
comments were significant because they were part of sworn testimony. 

"Your statements about future use are very important," Gehman said. 

While some asked why the base was not recommended for closure, one commissioner challenged 
Pentagon officials on the decision to move air tankers out of the base. 

Commissioner Philip Coyle, a former Assistant Secretary of Defense, asked Air Force officials at 
the hearing why they were relocating the tanker mission when Grand Forks' location in the 
northern part of the country is favorable for flying missions across the North Pole. 

"Isn't Grand Forks especially advantageous for tankers?" Coyle asked. 

Moseley agreed but declined to elaborate. 

"Absolutely," he said. 

Conrad said Moseley's comments indicated the base may be in line for newly built tankers 
scheduled to be finished in five or six years. 

At the hearing, Pentagon officials sought to dissuade the commission from changing any part of 
the Pentagon's closure plan. Michael Wynne, the Pentagon's technology and weapons-buying 
chief, stressed that changing one part of the proposal could disrupt other aspects of the 
"comprehensive, integrated and interdependent" package of recommended changes to the 
domestic military base structure. 

A base can only be added if seven out of nine commissioners agree. Any bases added to the list 
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can be removed later, but the commission won't make those decisions until August. 

w Once the commission has completed its list, the recommendations then will head to White House 
and Congress for approval. 

BRAC commissioner visits targeted bases in Reno, Hawthorne 
Associated Press 
July 1 I ,  2005 

Several hundred residents turned out Monday to urge a federal commission to take a huge 
ammunition depot - this small town's largest employer - off a list of military bases facing possible 
closure. 

They cheered, whistled and applauded as speaker after speaker urged Philip Coyle, a member of 
the federal Base Realignment and Closure Commission, to recommend against shutting down the 
depot that has operated here for 75 years. 

Coyle was the first of three members of the seven-member panel expected to tour the 147,230- 
acre Anny Ammunition Depot in advance of the panel's report to Congress and President Bush on 
Sept. 8. 

Earlier, state and military leaders made pitches to reverse proposed changes at the Nevada Air 
National Guard Base in Reno where the Defense Department has proposed removing C-130 
transport planes and basing them in Little Rock, Ark. 

* The Pentagon says the government also would avoid duplication and save money by moving the 
Hawthorne depot's storage and recycling functions to the Tooele A m y  Depot in Utah. 

"It appears the Department of Defense is going for the kill this time around," Mineral County 
Commission Chairman Richard Bryant told Coyle, arguing that base closure would devastate the 
area's economy, force the school district to default on bonds, "and the list goes on." 

"This would virtually cut the heart out of Hawthorne. ... It's just plain wrong," said Bernie Curtis, 
representing the El Capitan hotel-casino, the second largest employer in Hawthorne with about 
150 workers. The depot has 565 employees. 

Shelley Hartmann, director of Mineral County's economic development authority, said the total 
job loss including depot and related area positions would be about 1,200 - about two-thirds of all 
jobs in the county. 

"It doesn't add up," said a tearful Debbie Sitton, a depot employee who along with several other 
speakers spoke of the strong support for the depot in a town that features sculptures made from 
bomb casings, defused projectiles marking the entrance to the cemetery, an ordnance museum 
and school athletic teams nicknamed the "Rockets." 

Most of the people who crowded into a high school gym wore pink, orange or green T-shirts 
saying "No BRAC, no ghost town, no way." Banners and signs around town said, "You can't 
BRAC America's patriotic home" and "550 employees do count." 
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After the meeting. Coyle said he couldn't say whether he'd vote to keep the depot open - but - 
learned that many of the DOD statistics used to justify the closure recommendation were 
"astonishingly" flawed. 

Statistics provided by Day & Zinunemann, which operates the depot under contract !?om the 
Army, put closure costs at $1.46 billion. The DOD had figured the cost at about $383 million. 

The  depot, 130 miles south of Reno, sprawls over 230 square miles, with about 2,500 bunkers 
filled with 300,000 tons of munitions. The base also has a large plant capable of safely taking 
apart munitions. 

In Reno, Guard commanders said they were pleased with their briefing Monday morning with 
Coyle, the former assistant U.S. defense secretary under President Clinton. 

Col. Jon Proehl, commander of the Nevada Air Guard's 152nd Airlift Wing based next to the 
Reno Tahoe-Lnternational Airport, said Coyle responded favorably to concerns about the state's 
ability to live up to its homeland security responsibilities without the transport planes. 

"My feeling is he has a real sensitivity to the economics, the economic impact and our recruiting 
base," Coyle said. 

"All the issues we thought that would resonate, I had a good feeling that they did that today," he 
told KKOH Radio in Reno. 

The  Pentagon's plan would leave the Air National Guard with only one set of C-130s west of the 

ry Rockies, based in the Los Angeles area, Proehl said. 

"A lot of  people don't agree with putting all your assets in one nest," he said. 

"The feeling I got from the briefing is he has heard from many communities along the same lines, 
that the Air Force may have overreached and they may need to look at their methodology," lie 
said. 

Gov. Kenny Guim said the Pentagon's recommendations were based on "inaccurate and 
misleading data" that created the false impression that the changes would improve national 
defense and have a little negative impact on Nevada. 

"The reality is that this realignment would exact a heavy toll on our state, weakening Nevada's 
Homeland Security efforts and disaster preparedness (and) debilitate the surrounding Hawthorne 
economy," Guinn said in a statement from Carson City. 

Local News Articles 

Brac Adds Other Bases To Hit List 
Amarillo Daily News 
July 20,2005 

Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, N.M., could benefit from the domino effect of an independent 
commission's decision to consider closing Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia, Cannon 
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supporters said Tuesday. 

w The Defense Department Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted Tuesday in 
Washington, D.C., to add the Naval Master Jet Base at Oceana, Va., and several other military 
installations to the hundreds of facilities that Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld already had 
proposed for closing or shrinking. Addition to the list means the Oceana master jet base, which 
the Pentagon proposed trimming in size, could be reduced further or shut down. 

Cannon, which the Pentagon proposes to close, enters the picture because BRAC Commission 
Chairman Anthony Principi on July 1 asked Rumsfeld to respond to a scenario in which 
operations from a closed Oceana would be moved to Moody Air Force Base in Valdosta, Ga., 
with aircraft there in turn shifted to Cannon. The panel, however, declined to  add Moody to the 
list. 

Cannon received no specific discussion during Tuesday's BRAC discussion of Oceana or  Moody. 

"The fact that Oceana is on (the list) is encouraging," said Jude McCartin, spokeswoman for Sen. 
Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M. "It says that, based on the chairman's question, (BRAC commissioners) 
seem to be thinking about Oceana, and closing Oceana could present opportunities for Cannon." 

In testimony at a BRAC hearing Monday, Defense officials said keeping Oceana until it could 
build a "21st century master jet base" would be preferable, operationally and fiscally. to closing 
Oceana and upgrading Moody to replace it. But problems Oceana experiences with encroaching 
development around the base placed it back in the sights of the BRAC Commission, which voted 
7 to  1 to add Oceana to the consideration list. Commissioner Harold W. Gehman Jr. abstained. 

'(ryr Federal legislation governing the BRAC process requires seven of the nine commissioners to vote 
to add any base to the consideration list. The BRAC Commission determines the vote threshold 
for removing a base from consideration, and this panel has set the threshold at five of nine votes. 
The  panel will decide which bases to close, realign or save at an August hearing, forwarding its 
recommendations to President Bush by Sept. 8. 

"We consider everything that the commission is doing to be supportive of Cannon Air Force 
Base," said retired Brig. Gen. Hanson Scott, director of the New Mexico Office of Military Base 
Planning and Support. 

Regardless of other BRAC realignment action, the Clovis base should remain open, New 
Mexico lawmakers said again Tuesday. "The merits of Cannon Air Force Base are important to 
our national security." said Billy Sparks, spokesman for Democratic Gov. Bill Richardson. 

Lobbying on Cannon's behalf continued after Tuesday's hearing, with Bingaman, Sen. Pete 
Domenici, R-N.M., and U.S. Rep. Tom Udall, D-N.M., meeting with BRAC commissioners 
Phillip Coyle and Lloyd W. Newton. 

At the meeting, Coyle and Newton "expressed that the commission is concerned and carefully 
reviewing the apparent Air Force deviations in assessing Cannon's value to the military, the 
opportunities for joint military training opportunities, and the negative economic impact on the 
Clovis-Portales (N.M.) area," a news release from the New Mexico congressional delegation said. 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Coyle 

BRAC 2005 

Richardson plans to travel to Washington on Thursday to meet with Principi and Newton, the last 
of face-to-face meetings he pledged to have with all BRAC members. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

WHAT IS NEXT 

BRAC Commission will decide which bases to close, realign or rescue at an August hearing. 

The list must be forwarded to President Bush by Sept. 8 Bush must approve the list in its entirety 
and forward it to Congress by Sept. 23 or reject it and send it back to the BRAC Commission. 

If Bush rejects the list, the BRAC Commission has until Oct. 20 to resubmit. The president must 
either forward a resubmitted list to Congress or reject it by Nov. 7. A list submitted to Congress 
becomes law in 45 days, unless lawmakers enact a joint resolution rejecting it. 

If Bush does not approve a list by the above deadlines, the BRAC process is terminated 

Base panel adds option of closing Brunswick; It also keeps the Pearl Harbor shipyard off 
the closure list, which might diminish the Kittery shipyard's chances of survival. 
Portland Press Herald 
July 20,2005 

Brunswick Naval Air Station could be closed outright rather than reduced in size under a decision 
by the base-closing commission Tuesday, one of several dramatic votes affecting military bases 
around the country. The nine-member Base Realignment and Closure Commission also took 
votes that could affect Maine's other military bases, the Porlsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery and 
Defense Finance and Accounting Center in Limestone, although the potential impact was unclear. 

The decisions were significant, however. Maine stands to lose 7,000 military and civilian jobs - 
the second-highest number in the country - under the Pentagon's proposal to close or reduce 
dozens of military bases nationwide. The commission will vote on a final list by Sept. 8. 

On Tuesday, the com- mission: 

Agreed to consider closing the Brunswick base rather than move the aircraft and keep the base 
open, as the Pentagon recommended. Commissioners could also vote to keep the ful l  base open. 

Rejected a proposal to add Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in Hawaii to the list of targeted bases, a 
move some advocates of the Kittery shipyard had hoped would improve their yard's chances of 
staying open. 

Promised to scrutinize the Navy's assertion that it has too many shipyards and needs to close the 
Kittery yard to get rid of excess capacity. 

Sent a ray of hope to supporters of the Limestone accounting center by agreeing to consider 
closing some of the regional centers scheduled to absorb the Limestone work. 

Tuesday's decisions are nowhere near final. Nor were they a clear signal about what will 
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ultimately happen to Maine's bases. The commission could ultimately choose to close all three, 
leave all three untouched, or close some but leave others open. 

"Simply put, seven commissioners who may vote in the affirmative today to add a base on the 
review list today, does not necessarily mean that base will be realigned or closed," said Anthony 
Principi, the commission chairman. 

Supporters of the Maine bases said the comments surrounding the decisions showed that 
commissioners were studying questions posed by local advocates. 

"Our message is having an impact," said Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine. "They are raising the 
issues that we think are necessary." 

The  clearest decision involved Brunswick. The commission voted 8-1 to consider Brunswick for 
full closure in order to evaluate greater potential savings against the base's strategic location in 
the Northeast. 

The Pentagon proposed reducing Brunswick's active-duty military staff of 2,420 by moving the 
Navy's P-3 Orion surveillance planes to Jacksonville Naval Air Station in Florida. 

The  commission will now consider closing Brunswick outright, which would cost about 3,500 
jobs in Maine when accompanying civilian jobs are included. In exchange, the community would 
get the base, with its runways and hangars, for redevelopment. 

Advocates for Brunswick are banking on the argument that the only operational air base in the 
Northeast is too strategically valuable to lose. 

"We have to make the case that it's not all about saving money. It's about protecting the 22 
million people who live in the northeast United States," said Richard H. Tetrev, chairman of a 
local task force lobbying to keep the Brunswick base open. One commissioner, retired Adm. 
Harold Gehman, suggested the commission could add tenants to Brunswick as other regional 
bases close, such as  Otis Air National Guard Base in Massachusetts. 

Citing the potential losses in the Northeast, Principi said that "the military is virtually abandoning 
that section of the country. It's an observation and something for the commission to carefully 
consider." 

Rep. T o m  Allen, D-Maine, suggested the Brunswick vote reflected the commission's distaste for 
the realignment proposal more than a desire to close the base. He noted that Pentagon officials 
already had overmled a Navy proposal to close the base because of its strategic location. 

"For once, we'll have an ally in the Pentagon," Allen said. 

The  commission refused to consider Pearl Harbor for closure or reduction because scaling the 
base back wouldn't save much money and closing it would abandon its strategic location in the 
Pacific. T h e  commission voted 5-4 to consider closing Pearl Harbor, but seven votes were needed 
to add it to the list. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine and a member of the Armed Services Committee, said a majority of 
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the commission was skeptical of the Pentagon's argument that it no longer needs Portsmouth and 
can send the submarine-repair work that it performs to one of the remaining shipyards. 

"If you look at the comments of the commissioners . . . it seems clear to me that they are not 
accepting the Pentagon's arguments," Collins said. 

Pearl Harbor advocates at the voting session gave "thumbs-up" signs and then celebrated in the 
hallway by exchanging high-fives. 

Commissioners instead promised to look closer at the Navy's ship-repair needs. Portsmouth 
advocates have argued that the Navy has enough repair work for all four yards, including those a 
Norfolk, Va., and Puget Sound in Washington state. But top Navy officials insist they have too 
much repair capacity. 

Gehrnan said he could live with 15 percent overcapacity, but 40 percent would be too hgh.  
Phillip Coyle, a former assistant secretary of  defense, noted that nobody would close a highway 
just because it isn't jammed with traffic 24 hours a day. "I'm not sure that Portsmouth should be 
closed either," said another commissioner, retired Gen. James Hill. "I'm not sure of the excess 
capacity." 

Still, the decision not to add Pearl Harbor disappointed some Portsmouth workers who thought 
the Hawaii yard's placement on a review list might bode well for theirjob prospects. 

"Yesterday I had a glimmer of hope," Paul Paradis of Kittery, who has installed insulation at the 
yard for 10 years, said outside the yard Tuesday. "That means our chances look worse now." 

The commission's action for the Defense Finance Accounting Service, whch  has an office in 
Limestone targeted for closure, was less direct. 

The  Pentagon would like to consolidate 26 accounting offices at t h e e  locations in Colun~bus, 
Ohio, Denver and Indianapolis. But defenders contend rural offices have advantages, such as a 
dedicated work force and Limestone's rent-free offices. 

The  commission agreed unanimously to add the Columbus, Denver and Indianapolis offices to 
the list fbr consideration for closure. The option will allow the commission to designate the 
offices that should remain open. 

Base Closures; Holy City to give panel a hand; BRAC offers Charleston team job after 
impressive presentation to save Navy facilities 
The State 
July 10,2005 

Although they made a strong case last month to save 500 Navy engineering jobs, Charleston's 
military supporters will not be idle waiting for the base-closing commission's final decision. 

Instead, they will be helping the commission out. 

Charleston's presentation at a regional hearing of the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission (BRAC) impressed the panel's members so  much that they asked Holy City leaders 
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to help the commission's analysts sort through the data. 

w Not a problem, said Tom Mikolajcik, co-chair of the Charleston BRAC effort. "All the data we 
have is the Navy's information. This is not something we drummed up." 

Charleston officials already have turned over much of their studies and data to the base-closing 
commission and will be working with the panel's analysts. 

Meeting in Charlotte, panelists offered hope for Charleston and other communities facing the 
Pentagon's ax. 

"Just because we're leaving here today, that doesn't mean, Oh, well, that's it,"' said Philip Coyle, 
who chaired the June 28 hearing in Charlotte. 

Charleston could lose up to 1,100 jobs if the Pentagon's recommendations are approved. Besides 
the engineering jobs, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld also recommended a military payroll 
and accounting office be moved and jobs be trimmed from the Naval Weapons Station. 

Overall, South Carolina came up a winner. Charleston's losses were offset by 1,800 jobs that will 
be added to Fort Jackson, McEntire Joint National Guard Base and Shaw Air Force Base, all in 
the Midlands. 

One of the problems with the Defense Department's proposal to close Charleston's South Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command is that the Navy never considered keeping the facility there, said 
Mikolajcik, a retired brigadier general and former commander at Charleston Air Force Base. 

Iryl' "We heard two years ago that the Navy wanted to put (the engineering command) in 
Jacksonville," Mikolajcik said. 

Among the reasons the Navy offered for moving the engineering command from Charleston was 
that it was in a leased building, not on a secure military base. 

But the Pentagon did not take into account that the command could be moved into a building that 
will be vacated shonly by Defense Finance and Accounting Service, said William Lewis, a retired 
Navy captain and the engineering command's former chief. The finance building meets post-911 I 
security standards, he added. 

Instead of spending $57 million to move the command to Jacksonville, Fla., the Navy could save 
$49 million by staying in Charleston, Lewis said. 

That got the attention of the BRAC panel, which asked for more information and the help of 
Charleston's analysts. 

One o f  the panel members who heard Charleston's case, retired Army Gen. James Hill, said the 
scenario offered by Lewis might be something the Navy did not consider, "but we can do that." 

Another panel member, retired Adm. Hal Gehman, said information like that offered by the 
Charleston contingent "gives us something to work on." 
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Panel members said their job is not to rubber-stamp the recommendations that Rumsfeld released 
May 13. Instead, they are to ensure the Pentagon followed the law in making its decisions. 

"We are essentially a jury," Gehrnan said. 

Charleston's hopes to save the engineering command face a tight deadline. The nine-member 
commission votes Aug. 24 on what it will recommend to the president. 

A simple majority of five votes is needed to take a base or facility off the closing list; a super 
majority of seven votes is required to add a base or facility to that list. 

T h e  commission's list is due on President Bush's desk by Sept. 8. 

Bush can accept the panel's list, send it to Congress, or reject it. He cannot add or subtract bases 
and neither can Congress, a BRAC spokesman said. 

In the five previous base-closing rounds, 85 percent of the Pentagon's original recommendations 
were approved. 

Official Says Brac List Is Shortsighted 
T h e  Baltimore Sun 
July 8,2005 

WASHINGTON - Appearing before stem-faced members of the panel that will decide the fate of 
thousands of American jobs this year, Washington leaders asked them yesterday to reject plans to 
close military installations in the nation's capital - most notably the flagship Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center - and transfer some of those jobs to  facilities in Maryland suburbs. 

T h e  hearing on Capitol Hill opened two days of lobbying from officials hoping to stave off the 
possibility of everything from millions of square feet of vacant office space in Northern Virginia 
to  the loss of a New Jersey county's largest employer and high-tech hub. 

T h e  stakes are high for the nation's capital. According to a Pentagon analysis of the impact of the 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission changes on cities, Washingon would lose 14,459 
jobs, more than any other metropolitan area in the country, while the Baltimore area would gain 
7,277, second only to the Columbus, Ga., area. 

Yesterday's hearing focused on cuts in Washington, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

Five busloads of veterans, employees and community members wearing matching yellow 
"SaveWillowgrove.com" T-shirts drove t h e e  hours from the Willow Grove Naval Air Station 
Joint Reserve Base outside of Philadelphia. People from Tobyhanna Army Depot, just southeast 
of  Scranton, Pa., wore "Keep the Best!" T-shirts. And Pittsburgh-area supporters wore yellow T- 
shirts reading: "Pittsburgh: Land and More." 

Almost all of the comments from Washington officials focused on Walter Reed - a nearly 
century-old hospital that has a legacy as the rehabilitation center for the wounded, including 
many Iraq war amputees, and the care center for sitting presidents and dignitaries. 
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The commission is weighing whether Walter Reed's specialty inpatient services should be 

w relocated from Northwest Washington to a new $1 billion building across the Maryland line at the 
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda. which offers 300 additional beds and more research 
space. Walter Reed's more general inpatient care and outpatient services would transfer to another 
proposed hospital at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

During the hearing, commission member Philip Coyle, the Pentagon's top weapons tester under 
President Bill Clinton, argued against breaking Walter Reed up, saying it's a "premier joint 
medical platform" serving soldiers from branches other than the Army. 

Washington Mayor Anthony A. Williams characterized both Bethesda and Fort Belvoir as 
"inadequate," in a written statement submitted to the commission. He mentioned traffic 
congestion and parking difficulties at both locations, and noted t h a ~  no onsite inspections or 
planning has been conducted to assess the true costs. 

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, a Democrat from Washington. D.C., said that the hospital is a 
critical part of the capital's terrorism response in the event of mass casualties. 

"Walter Reed is now located within 5 112 miles of the White House and 6 112 miles of the 
Capitol," she said. "Were it in Bethesda, that is a 50 percent greater distance and that is 
significant if you remember the way gridlock crippled the capital after Sept. 1 1 ." 

Aris Melissaratos, Maryland's secretary of business and economic development, said in a 
telephone interview after the hearing that Washington leaders aren't looking toward the future. He 
said that rather than focus on the value of Walter Reed's more than 100 acres of prime real estate 

w in Northwest Washington, they are lobbying against a move of a few miles. 

"Those jobs are just going across the border," said Melissaratos, who also leads Gov. Robert L. 
Ehrlich Jr.'s two-year-old council to protect the state's military jobs. "Employees will continue to 
live where they're living and just commute to Bethesda. It's a moot point." 

But both Williams and Norton argued that the Pentagon has "woefully" underestimated thecost 
of  environmental cleanup at Walter Reed. 

Base Hearings Wrap Up in D.C. 
Hartford Courant 
M a y  2 0 , 2 0 0 5  

Members of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission wrapped up four days of hearings 
Thursday by insisting they are far from deciding anything, providing at least a spark of hope that 
the Naval Submarine Base in Groton can escape a shutdown. 

The  commission members asked military officials pointed questions about how carefully the 
Pentagon has considered the plight of  the thousands likely to be displaced by the proposed 
changes that involve closing 33 major bases, reorganizing others and shutting down o r  
reconfiguring hundreds of smaller facilities. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, who appeared before the panel Monday, estimated at least 
$50 billion over 20 years would be saved. 

ill 
17 
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With the Washington hearings over, the nine commission members will begin traveling the 
country, visiting major sites marked for change or closure. 

They will conduct 16 hearings across the country, starting June 7 in Salt Lake City and St. Louis. 
The plan to close the Groton base will beone of the topics at the July 6 hearing in Boston, at 
which commission Chairman Anthony Principi and retired Air Force Gen. Lloyd W. Newton, a 
Connecticut resident, are expected to attend. 

The  two commission members, and possibly others, are likely to visit the base next month, 
though no date has been confirmed. Commission nlembers will visit all major closure or 
realignment sites after a commission analyst visits and gathers preliminary information. The full 
commission has until Sept. 8 to report to President Bush. 

Thursday, the commission members, all political or military veterans, were not about to suggest 
how they could be leaning after the initial round of hearings concluded. 

But each insisted that no one should view any Pentagon recommendation as final because they 
were just beginning their fact-finding mission. 

"We've only heard one side of the story. We're well aware of that," said former NATO Supreme 
Allied Commander Harold W. Gehman Jr. 

Connecticut had reason for a speck of optimism Thursday when Gehman, who served on a 
Virginia committee that worked to keep Virginia military bases open, said he would recuse 
himself from Virginia-related matters. The naval base at Norfolk is one of the recommended 
destinations for relocated components of the Groton base. 

Backers of the Groton effort had expressed concern about whether Gehman could remain 
impartial. 

"I realize that the law does not require me to take these steps," he said at the end of the Thursday 
hearing, "but I don't want even the appearance of impropriety to affect the commission's 
recommenda~ions." 

Newton, a West Hartford resident, is executive vice president for military engines at Pratt & 
Whitney, and is considered Connecticut's leading advocate on the panel. Newton saw no need to 
step aside from the base decision. 

He was circumspect Thursday in discussing the sub base. Asked if he saw any hope it would 
survive, he said, "There's always hope. That's why you have a commission. You want to be sure 
the process is properly follou~ed." 

That means, said he and others, local communities will now be given a chance to make their case, 
just as  the Pentagon has done all this week. 

So far, Newton said, "we don't have that community data." 

It's about to come, though it was pointed out that local communities and business groups will 
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have far less time to develop their case than the Pentagon did. Military officials have worked for 
years on  their base closure recommendations, and local g o u p s  just got the Pentagon's analyses a 
week ago. 

And there's more information coming their way, probably early next week. 

"Obviously they won't have the same amount of time," Gehrnan said. "But remember, most local 
communities have been working on this for two years." 

The impression left this week was that one way to get through to the commission is to talk about 
the closings'effect on people. Principi made it clear in his opening statement Monday that the 
commission members should remember the base closings are about not just numbers, but 
personnel. 

That theme came up throughout the hearings, but some members seemed dissatisfied with the 
answers about the effect on workers. Thursday, they again pounced on the Pentagon witnesses. 

"How d o  you guarantee a lot of expertise won't be lost in this process?" asked Philip Coyle, a 
former assistant defense secretary in the Clinton administration. 

There's no easy answer, said Donald Tison, Army deputy chief of staff. "Human capital, talent, is 
incredibly important," he said. "It's one of our challenges. There are going to be infrastructure 
problems we have not anticipated." 

In a related development, a group of Republican senators Thursday launched a bid to delay any 
base closing decisions until the "vast majority" of U.S. forces in lraq return home, the Pentagon 
offers a more detailed strategy for lighting terrorism and there is a closer look at the status of U.S. 
bases overseas. 

Opinions/ Editorials 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Gehman 

BRAC 2005 

National Guard leaders offer plan that would affect fewer air bases 
Gannelt News Service 
July 24 2005 

,41 a hecrring rlris week on so~ne o f  tlie Pentogon4 proposals. rctired .4rjmirol H~rrold 
Gehrrtorr and other cornrnissioncrs stepped rrp criticism o f  the Air National Grrord 
pro~~osol. 
Gehn~an accused the Air Force of  "substantinlly deiiating "from the Iaics go\wr~ing the 
hrrse recrligi~inent process and ofnroking errors in assessing the militoiy wnl~re of rhose 
rrnits. 

Commission adds Brunswiek, Occanr to BRAC lists 
Aerospace Daily & Defense Keport 
July 20,2005 

"We need 10 determine, is there excess capacity or not? It's not clear to me right now that 
we know," said con~missioner and retired Navy Adm. Harold Gehman. He voted to add 
Pearl Harbor to the BRAC list. 

Air Force Might Keep Bases Open After Personnel Moves 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
May 17,2005 

Harold Gchmon, a conmissiorier trnd a retired A'oiy adini~rl. c01Icd tlrr Air h'ationol 
Grrnrdproposals "un~~~orknble and ~rnmtisficiory. " 

And, he said. "It ~orrld he casy,for rrs to throw this hack to the De f i~ne  D C ~ N ~ ~ I I I C I I I ,  hrrt 
that 11.orrld he irresponsible for irs to do tho/, so r t e  rieed some Irelp." 

Missouri lawmakers make case to keep military bases open 
Associated Press 
July 21,1005 

The coinwission r d l  rnuke reconimoidations to President Bush by Septenrher. Cliairrnrm 
Harold Cehmatc Jr., a retired Nai odiniral ond.fonner- NATO srrprorne allied 
cor~mcrrider, called the process a "realiy check ... dcwid ?fpolitics. " 

BRAC commissioners appear impressed by Battle Creek arguments 
Galulett News Service 
June 21,2005 

"Tlre ,Uiclrigan delegation had good,facts and n w e  chnllenging the spec!fics oftlre 
niilitory ~rrl!re eqtrorion, "said Harold Gehmon, n member o f  the Base Realignnierrt c ~ r n l  
Closure (BRAC) Conmission that is rcrierring the Pentagon's reconlmendcd military 
base clonrres and will come ~ r p  nsith a,finn/ list I?v Sepi. 8. 
"Tl7t.y Eaiv 11s honrewrk to do." Gehmon soid in reference to the Michigan delegation. 
He spoke to reporters at the end oJa davlong hearing held hy three yfthe trine BRAC 
cnnmi~sioners on proposed clos~rres and restructurings in seven Midwestern states 

BRAC member sags DOD needs to gives specifics on recommendations 
Associated Press 
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May 26,2006 
Rcrired Adniir(r1 Ifurold Geiirnan said the Perilagon b c l i e ~ ~ s  shijiit~g the Mrrrrrdl 
progrcrni and others to Hatiscom Air Force Base in Massoclrrtsetts ~~illprwvide "a belter 
protlrrct. " 
"No~t~  rhey htrr-e ro derliomtru/e tho1 to rts, because the cost q f  doing it i s  relari~dy high, " 
he snid. 
Celimarr said the computer systerils rr~ar~ageri~erlt done at Mn.m~ell-Gitrlter "is criticol to 
/lie ~lo/ioiml secrlriiy qfthe c80rrn/ry. " 
He snid there is a set o f  eight criteria /lie cornniission uses ro riirrke i/s reco~ii~iieii(intivt~ - 
/he.firs/ forrr eritail milita~y sigrl$ca~ice. Ecoriorriic inipnct to base conin~irr~ities, it.hilc 
iriipor/ari/, is the Ins/ issrre consider-ed. 
"Yes r1.e rrfil consider the ecoriomics qftlre sitrrch)i~, but it's ~~rc.tl):,ftrr c l o ~ x  on the li.st. " 
he said. 
He strid the 1Ysits are rio/,for f~ci~finding, but used to srpplenient the data supplied by the 
DUD. The coninlission nle~nhrrs'obsenatioris on kfar~~el/-Gir~iter will be clisotsscd 
pirblicly at o BRAC rcgionrrl hearing J~rne 30 in A/lon/a. 

BKAC con~missioner praise selection process; set to go on the road 
Copley News Service 
May 19,2005 

Aslied jfrhe coniniissioii might add any bases to the Penmgonis li.s/,forpossihlc closrcre, 
Celrinan snid, "I ~Iri~ik tlrnt ~ta~rld he oil orrtcoine ofthe public Irearir~gs wi/h the 
conlriir~rii/ic*s. " I f  a conirnrriiiiy r.eprcscr~tu/ive "brings up a lcgitirna/e issrre, " and 
challeriges [he Dcfinse Depar/mcnt nrr~lbers on nlilitary valrre. "we uwrrld have to go 
hnck and corirpar-e the nu~nhers. " 

Local Arena Articles 

Officials See Hope In B M C  Criticisms 
Scripps News Service 
July 18, 2005 

Atiorlier comnrissione,; retired Aclm Harold Gehrtan, snid. "It appears / lrntjw Iitrvc 
iiicoi~sisten//y crpplied irrilitaty i~ahtc to your decisions. It op;mirs to ~.iolo/e m w - d  
smndirig regulations rind ic~~ts .  Atid it trppcars 10 h a ~ v  sei,eral hidden policy issrres 
erilhcdded iii i/. . \ 

It rt~orrld be easyJor- rts to jrtst /h,wu- /he ~ h l e  /Iring hack to rke Depnrtmenr of Defense 
.for rlrose reasons, " Cehman snid, brr/ that n~ortld be "irresponsible. " ' 'Tlrcrcforr, we 
need sorne help on how to proceed,from here." 

BRZC: Safe at home base; Commission vote keeps Grand Forks Air Force Base off 
Pentagon closure list 
Grand Forks Herald 
July 20, 2005 

Hurrriw, oiie coniniission niernhcr, Adriiiral Harold Gehman, qrtestioried the nccorrrltirtg 
of cost smings and said tlrat with oll/trctors considered, it nppeored to sure "zero. " 
Aficr a BRAC stuffrncmber o~ttlined coniparisons qf  E l l s~or /h  Air Force Base near 
Rapid Ciy,  S.D. wi/li Grand Forks. Coiinnissroi~er Gehinan argued Grand Forks shorrld 
be added to the clos~or list to gi~te the conrilission a better ciinnce to contpnre it 'hpples 
to applt-s. " w-ith Ells~tar-/h. 
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'71 seena to me the only uny we can compare is by treating both boses the sonre. " Ite 
soid. "Close tltern both nnd sot? this out. " 

Language institute a long shot for Utah; BRAC: The commission votes to take a look at new 
homes for 3 graduate schools run by Pentagon 
Salt Lake Tribune 
July 70,7005 

Tlrirt serrtirnertt uny srrl~porlcd by other cornrrrissiorwrs c~nd tlte st(!/l: "We don't 1c.ort1 lo 
prclrrde any optiorrs lrcre. life unnt to look at 111e best option, "soid retired Admit-d 
Horold Gehnra~r, Jr. 

Officials hope new data can save 183'* 
The State Journal-Register 
June 26,2005 

Cellman, a retired adirtir-nl, said latcr that the Alabamo delegatiort's clairrr t l ta~ the 
sccretnry ofdcJknse didn'~ follon+ the lo1r2 cnright his attention. 
'7 ~rolrldt~'t comrttent on Itow tllot deliherntion is going to turn orrt in the cnd, " Gelrrrrarr 
stricl. "BIII \(.hen a delegation rnirkes thnt nllegatiorr, tl~cy'rr going rigltr lo the,;rrgr/rr. " 

A bold, bad BRAC bid; A bidding war among states is no way to keep imperiled military 
installations 
Fort Wayne News Sentinel 
June 77. 2005 

7'o tlrr credit o f  this yeor's BRACgrorrp, .wch o[firs appear not to be nrnking rnrrclt 
Ireod~vay. The Spr-ittgfield Jolrrnnl-Register reported Tuesday thnt BR4C Con~rrtissiortcr 
Harold Gelrmatr, a retired Naiy admirnl, srrid other stales knve offercd incertti~w to 
kccp hoses. Bltt the RRACpr-occss rrqlrires its cornnrissioners to look at htrscs os tlrey 
1 4 . e ~  ot the old o f  ,1004. 
"I n,o~tld yress IOUs artdpr-omises crre going to he ~ i e n v d  i w y  wl l , "  Gelrman told rhe 
Springfield nol..ipaper. 

Opiniorrs/ Editorials 

Aratiorral News Articles 

National Guard leaders offer plan that would affect fewer air bases 
Gannett News Service 
July 24 2005 

WASHINGTON -- State National Guard leaders trying to save dozens of Air National Guard 
units from closing or losing planes met Friday to craft an alternative plan expected to affect Fewer 
bases. 

The nation's adjutants general -- the commanders ofthe National Guard in every state -- will give 
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the Base Realignment and Closure Cormnission their plan early next week, said Maj. Gen. Roger 
Lempke of Nebraska, president of Adjutants General Association of the United States. 

"The con~rnission asked us to provide an alternative to the Air Force plans and we will honor that 
request in the days ahead," Lempke said. 

The effort to derail the Pentagon's recommendation to move aircraft or shut down 29 Air National 
Guard units is gaining momentum from the political firestorm the Pentagon's plan ignited among 
state officials, members of Congress and the politically powerful National Guard Association. 

Lempke said the adjutants general would "fine-tune" the proposal over the weekend. I t  was 
drafted in response to requests from members of the commission who asked the adjutants for help 
in considering an alterna~ive to the Pentagon's proposal. 

The BRAC commissioners are reviewing the Pentagon's base closure recommendations and must 
give a final list to President Bush by Sept. 8. 

Unlike the Pentagon's plans for the Air National Guard, the adjutants'recommendations do not 
single out any air guard units for mission realignment, Lempke said. He declined to disclose 
many details of the proposal, but said i t  probably would include one of the Pentagon's suggestions 
-- that aging Air Guard planes should be retired. 

The Pentagon said overhaul of the Air National Guard is needed to strenfthen homeland security 
i n  ~ulnerablecommunities and boost the Air Force's fighting ability. 

But political opposition to the Pentagon's air guard plan was sparked the day it was disclosed as 
part o f  Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld's base closing and realignment recommendations 
May 13. 

Opponents say the plan leaves many governors with less military help during emergencies and 
would hurt the National Guard's ability to recruit and retain members. 

Officials in Pennsylvania and Illinois have sued Rumsfeld over the proposal. saying the move 
would violate federal law that places the National Guard under state authority until a unit is called 
up for active duty. A lawyer for the base closing commission also said the move would violate the 
law. 

On Friday, Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm wrote Rumsfeld that she would "not conscnt to the 
deactivation, relocation or withdrawal" of one air guard unit in her state or the Pentagon's 
proposed retirement of another. 

"These recommendations appear to be the result of a seriously flawed process that has completely 
overlooked the important role of the state with regard to Air National Guard units," Granholm 
said. 

On Wednesday, key members of the House Armed Services Committee blasted the plan. 

"I think the Air Force runs a real risk of damaging the historically good relations it has enjoyed 
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with its reserve partners," said Rep. Ike Skelton, D-Mo. 

The base closing commissioners also have been critical. 

At a hearing this week on some of the Pentagon's proposals, retired Admiral Harold Gehman and 
orher conimissioners stepped up criticism of the Air National Guard proposal. 

Gehnlan accused the Air Force of "substantially deviating" from the laws governing the base 
realignment process and of making errors in assessing the mili~ary value of those units. 

A finding that the Pentagon has "substantially deviated" from its base closing criteria in making a 
reco~nniendation would allow the panel to strike it  from the commissioner's final base closure list. 

"What we've been hearing from the commissioners certainly makes us hopeful," said John 
Goheen, spokesman for the National Guard Association. 

Also this week, commission Chairman Anthony Principi said the Air Force was "creating a long- 
term problem" in recruiting by taking aircraft and missions away from local units. 

But I'rincipi said rejecting all of the Pentagon's recommendations "would be irresponsible" and 
urged Pentagon officials to work with governors and the adjutants general to d c ~ e l o p  "a solulion 
that serves the best interests of national security and the country." 

Commission adds Brunswick, Oceana to BRAC lists 
Aerosvace Daily & Defense Repon 

w July 2b, 2005 - 
The independent BRAC Commission voted 8-1 on July 19 to add Naval Air Station Brunswick, 
Maine, to the Base Realignment and Closure list for consideration, but a majority of the 
commissioners decided against doing the same for the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Hawaii. 

The day before, Michael Wynne, deputy undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology 
and logistics. had told the commission that the Pentagon considered shuttcring Brunswick 
completely, but the base was kept open due to its strategic presence in the northeastern United 
States and for its surge capabilities. 

Likewise for Pearl Harbor, Wynne said the shipyard was among four naval shipyards analyzed 
for closure, but military judgment favored keeping the base open because of its "strategic location 
and multiplatfonn capabilities." 

Instead, Naval Shipyard Portsmouth, Maine, was chosen for closing over Pearl Harbor because it 
would eliminate excess capacity but still satisfy Defense Department desires to build military 
capability in the Pacific, a BRAC Commission aide said July I9 (DAILY, May 18). 

Commission members, who convened on Capitol Hill July 18 and 19, were split on Pearl Harbor 
partly due to unanswered questions about the degree of the Navy's self-described "excess" 
shipbuilding capacity. 

"We need to determine, is there excess capacity or not? It's not clear to me right now that we 
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know," said commissioner and retired Navy Adm. Harold Gehman. He voted to add Pearl Harbor 
to the BRAC list. 

" I ' m  not convinced that Portsmouth should be closed, either," said commissioner and retired 
A m y  Gen. James Hill. He voted against adding Pearl Harbor. 

Navy mulls jet base 

Meanwhile, Wynne said July 18 that the Navy is considering building a new 2 1 st Century master 
jet base. but it would occur "outside the BRAC window and BRAC timeframe." At the same 
time, the Naty eyed Moody Air Force Base, Ga., as an East Coast master base. 

But Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Robert F. Willard told the panel that Moody is a 
"World War I1 vintage air base," and would need almost $500 million in one-time military 
construction costs to build up. 

Wynne said the Navy decided to keep Naval Air Station Oceana, Va., because it was the "most 
suitable option." 

On July 19, com~nissioners added Oceana to the BRAC list for consideration for further 
realignment by a vote of 7-1. Many said they voted in favor of addingoceana so that they could 
better review the Navy's options. By 7-1, they voted against adding Moody. 

Panel has reservations about parts of base-closing proposal 
Associated Press 
July 19,2005 

The base-closing commission expressed deep reservations Monday about parts of the Pentagon's 
proposal to restructure domestic military bases, including its plan to disband or move dozens of 
Air National Guard units. 

Commission members challenged the legality and homeland security impact of closing down the 
Air Guard units, which include Otis Air National Guard base on Cape Cod. And at least one panel 
member said that since i t  would be irresponsible to just throw out the proposals, the Defense 
Departnicnt should provide additional guidance. 

The sharp questioning from the members of the Base Closure and Realignment Cornnussion 
encouraged Massachusetts officials who have been battling the proposal to shut down Otis. 

"It was gratifying to hear the commission articulate so many of  the arguments that we've been 
making over the last few weeks." said Steve Schwadron, spokesman for Rep. William Delahunt, 
D-Mass. 

He said the panel members correctly zeroed in on whether the Pentagon is trying to use the 
BRAC process to do a restructuring anlong the Air Guard that it would otherwise not be able to 
do. 

Harold Gehman, a con~missioner and a retired Navy admiral, called the Air National Guard 
proposals "unworkable and unsatisfactory." 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Gehrnan 

BRAC 2005 

And, he said, "It would be easy for us to throw this hack to the Defense Department, but that 
would be irresponsible for us to do that, so we need some help." 

On the eve of a vote by the commission on whether to add about a dozen facilities to those the 
Defense Department has proposed closing or shrinking, panel members questioned why several 
were left off the list. These included the Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego. 

The skepticism exhibited by members of the independent conunission at a hearing was an 
indication that they won't rubber-stamp Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld's proposal as 
some in Congress had feared. 

In May, Rumsfeld proposed closing or reducing forces at 62 major bases and hundreds of smaller 
installations to save money and streamline the senkes .  

Commission Chairman Anthony Principi has pledged to analyze the list independently and make 
changes if needed before sending it to President Bush for approval this fall. 

"We want to make sure the best possible closure or realignment choices are n~ade," Principi said. 
"It is not our intent to disrupt or to unreasonably target communities that may have breathed a 
sigh of relief in May when the secretary's list of recommendations was released, or to further 
burden co~miunities already facing losses." 

Afier voting Tuesday on whether to add certain bases to the Pentagon's list. the nine-member 
cotnrnission will conduct public hearings, visit the sites and collect data to make direct 
comparisons with bases that perfonn similar missions and are slated for closure. 

It takes votes from seven of nine commission members to add a base to the list on Tuesday. The 
commission then will have to reaffirm that decision in A u y s t ,  with seven of nine votes. Other 
bases on the Pentagon's list can be removed at that time by five of nine votes. 

For their part, defense officials who testified Monday discouraged changes to Rumsfeld's list of 
proposed closures and consolidalions. 

hlichael Wynne, the Pentagon's technology and weapons-buying chief who oversaw the base 
restructuring project. said, "While the department stands behind it's recommendations, it fully 
supports the commission and analysis of alternatives." 

However, Wyme then reiterated Rumsfeld's contention that changing the fate of even one base 
could disrupt other aspects of the "comprehensive, integrated and interdependent" package of 
reconmendations. 

Con~n~issioners appeared unlikely to heed that warning. 

Nearly every con~missioner questioned the Pentagon's proposal to scrap or shift roughly 30 Air 
National Guard units by taking away the planes or the missions. By law, governors, through their 
adjutants general, command Guard forces during statewide emergencies like civil disturbances, 
floods, hunicanes or forest fires. 
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State officials complain that Rumsfeld can't legally move the units without the governors' 
consent, and Pennsylvaniaofficials have filed a lawsuit over the issue. The Justice Department is 
reviewing the matter, and defense officials have asked the commission to refrain from changing 
Rumsfeld's Air National Guard recommendations until that ruling. 

Commissioner Philip Coyle. a former assistant secretary of defense, said of the recommendations, 
"They produce very little savings." 

Several others, including Principi, questioned whether Rumsfeld's recommendations would 
hamper homeland security duties or create recruiting problems. 

Sen. Edward M. Kemredy, D-Mass., said stale officials are working with the Massachusetts 
National Guard to insure the proposal is based on Otis' military value and the national security 
concems, "and is not just a politically expedient solution. Evidenced today, these are clearly the 
Commissioners concerns and we share them." 

Defense officials said the benefits of consolidating the Guard units to achieve a more cohesive 
force outweigh the drawbacks. 

Conmission members also questioned the Pentagon's decision to close the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, instead of the Naval Shipyard at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, given 
Portsn~outh's reputation for quickly repairing submarines. 

Defense officials said a Pacific-based shipyard is essential and that the two bases perfonn slightly 
different functions. 

Commissioners also questioned decisions to scale back drastically operations, rather than close, 
the Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine, Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina, and Grand 
Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota. 

BRAC Commissioners Worry About Retention In Guard, Reserves 
National Journal's CongessDaily 
Rla y 17,2005 

Members of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission aired concerns today that 
Pentagon recommendations to keep open drastically stripped-down Air Force bases could 
devastate local economies. If the military does not technically shutter the facilities, the bases 
would be a "drain on host communities," blocking them from redeveloping the land for 
commercial purposes, BRAC Chaim~an Anthony Principi said during a public hearing today. The 
military would ha\je to spend Defense dollars 'Ijust to keep [the bases] warm," he added. Fom~er 
Army Gen. James Hill likewise noted that it might be "better for these communities to close so 
[they] can begin to retool it, make something out of it." 

Top service officials responded that several of the scaled-down facilities, including Alaska's 
Eielson Air Force Base and North Dakota's Grand Forks Air Force Base, would remain up and 
ruining largely for tests and training exercises, despite the loss of thousands of military and 
civilian personnel. The 5,500-acre North Dakota base, for instance, is ideal for unmanned aerial 
vehicle training flights because of a lack of competing commercial traffic. Eielson, too, will host 
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large-scale training exercises, officials said. Hangars at these installations can accom~~oda te  guest 
squadrons, providing the service with a more robust exercise capability, said Air Force Chief of 
Staff John Jumper. Air Force officials assured commissioners that in many cases where a base is 
not technically closed, the senice will turn over land -- including some airfields -- to surrounding 
communities. "We are bringing back the fence line to be able to cede real property," said acting 
Air Force Secretary Michael Dominguez. In addition to serving as training sites, the bases 
provide the Air Force with a "hedging strategy" if missions or force structure change 
dramatically, Dominyez said. 

Today's BRAC hearing focused on Air Force facilities, and members analyzed Defense Secretary 
Rumsfeld's list of basing recommendations released Friday, which includes 10 Air Force bases 
slated for closure and another 62 targeted for realignment. With personnel and equipment moving 
from one base to another, the list affects 115 of the 154 Air Force installations. If the 
reconmmendations are implemented, the Air Force expects to save more than $2.6 billion in 
personnel and infrastructure through 201 I ,  and another $1.2 hillion each year after that. 

The conlnmission has less than four months to evaluate the secretary's recommendations and 
submit its list to the White House by Sept. 8. Commissioners still are waiting for the Pentagon to 
send thousands of pages ofdocuments detailing the decisions and the reasoning behind them. The 
conunission expected to see the documents Friday, though the Pentagon held them back because 
of concerns about classified information. Commissioners grilled Runmsfeld and other Pentagon 
leaders on the lack of information Monday and brought the matter up again during today's 
hearing. Thecommission will have the information by the end ofthe week, Pentagon officials 
said. 

Rlissouri lawmakers make case to keep military bases open 
Associated Press 
July 21,3005 

Political leaders from seven Midwestern states cited security concerns in making their pitch to 
keep open military bases and units on the Pentagon's closure list. 

Three members of the federal base closing and realignment commission met Monday with leaders 
from Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Indiana, Wisconsin and Michigan at Saint Louis 
University. The hearing was one of 16 around the country through early next month. 

The commission will make recommendations to President Bush by September. Chairman Harold 
Gehman Jr.. a retired Navy admiral and former NATO supreme allied commander, called the 
process a "reality check ... devoid of politics." 

Officials from Missouri, perhaps the hardest hit of the seven states, told the commission that 
homeland and economic security would be threatened if the 13 1 st Fighter Wing at Lamberi 
Airport is removed. Without the 131 st, the state and region would be more vulnerable to attack on 
bridges, locks and dams, nuclear power plants, monuments, weapons facilities, and other possible 
terrorist targets, officials said. 

Sen. Kit Bond, R-Mo., noted that even Gov. Matt Blunt wasn't told of the Pentagon's decision to 
eliminate the 131 st, a deal that "shows the Pentagon's bias against the National Guard," Bond 
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w said. 

Blunt added: "As governor of the state, I need to know who will meet the need when these 
lighters are gone." 

Illinois could lose 1,263 jobs moved from the Rock Island Arsenal, 163 from Springfield's Air 
National Guard base and 2.022 from the Great Lakcs Naval Recruit Training Conmand in North 
Chicago. Gov. Rod Blagojevich also cited security concerns. 

Blagojevich told the panel he worried that the changes would make less safe the state's 11  nuclear 
power plants, the 28 locks and dams on various rivers, and several large Midwestern cities, 
including Chicago. St. Louis, Kansas City and Des Moines. 

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, defended the Rock Island base for what he called its impenetrable 
security. 

"It's on an island. You can't get more secure than that," hc told reporters. 

Consolidation of the Army's Human Resource Conmand drew criticism from Missouri's 
contingent, but suppon from Kentucky's. That's not surprising - the plan calls for taking 2,000 
jobs from Overland in St. Louis County and moving them to Fon Knox, Ky. Facilities in 
Alexandria, Va., and Indianapolis would also move to Fort Knox. 

U.S. Rep. William "Lacy" Clay, a Democrat from St. Louis, urged the BR4C commission to 
consolidate the function in Overland instead. He cited the experienced work force and a secure 

'cYI building that is less than 15 years old. 

Sen. Jim Talent, R-Mo., noted the move to Fort Knox would cost at least $150 million in extra 
expenses, including money for housing. "Where are they going to put (employees), in tents?" 
Talcnt asked. 

But retired Brig. Gen. James Shane, representing Kentucky, lauded the consolidation at Fort 
Knox. saying there would be an immediate payoff to the $150 million expense. 

Kentucky would lose its Fort Knox Armor School but gain an Infantry Brigade Combat Team 
under the proposal. The shift away from armor would mean a loss of more than 3,100 military 
and civilian jobs at the base. 

Kentucky representatives asked the commission to reconsider the downgrading ofthe Fort Knox 
Ireland Army Hospital. They also objected to moving one part of Louisville's Naval Surface 
Warfare Center to New Jersey. 

All told, Missouri stands to lose 3,679 jobs. Kentucky could lose 3,658, and Illinois could lose 
2,698 in the cuts announced in May. 

Indiana, by contrast, would gain nearly 2,200 mostly civilian jobs. A delegation from Indiana 
argued for retention of nearly 700 jobs at the Crane Naval Surface Warfare Center in southern 
Indiana. 
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Crane, about 30 miles southwest of Bloomington, does electronic warfare research and designs 
and surfaces naval fleets. The Pentagon proposal would move three of Crane's functions to other 
states. 

The Michigan delegation led by Democratic Sen. Carl Levin suppork Pentagon plans to expand 
the Detroit Arsenal in Warren by 650 jobs and make i t  a pre-eminent center for automotive and 
ground vehicle research and development. 

But the group strenuously objected to closing the W.K. Kellogg Airport Air Guard Station in 
Battle Creek and the U S .  Arniy Garrison at Selfridge Air National Guard Base outside Detroit. 

Wisconsin, too, challenged the Pentagon's plan to shutter the 440th Airlift Wing at Milwaukee's 
airport. Democratic Gov. Jim Doyle said closing the 440th would be a mistake. 

Besides Gehman, commissioners at the St. Louis hearing were James Hansen, a N a ~ y  veteran 
and former Republican congressman from Utah; and Sue Ellen Turner, a retired Air Force 
hripadier general. 

The next regional hearing is Tuesday in Rapid City, S.D., and concerns plans for South Dakota 
and Wyoming. Hearings are also scheduled this week for Thursday in Grand Forks, N.D. (North 
Dakota and Minnesota) and Friday in Clovis, N.M. (New Mexico, Arizona and Nevada). 

BKAC commissioners appear impressed by Battle Creek arguments 
Gannett News Service 
June 21,2005 

w 
ST. LOUIS -- A panel of independent experts appeared impressed Tuesday by a detailed criticism 
presented by ~ a t t l e  Creek representatives of a ~e.ntagon reEommendation 10 close the city's W.K. 
Kellogg Airport Air Guard Station. 

Under the Pentagon plan, the 11 0th Fighter Wing's 15 A-I0 Thunderbolt aircraft -- and the men 
and women who fly and maintain them -- would leave Battle Creek and move across the state to 
become part of the 127th Wing at Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Harrison Township. 

"The Michigan delegation had good facts and were challenging the specifics of the military value 
equation," said Harold Gehman, a member of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
Commission that is reviewing the Pentagon's recommended military base closures and will conie 
up with a final list by Sept. 8. 

"They gave us homework to do," Gehman said in reference to the Michigan delegation. He spoke 
to reporters at the end of a daylong hearing held by three of the nine BRAC commissioners on 
proposed closures and restmcturings in seven Midwestern states. 

Gehman specifically said he was struck by testimony by retired Maj. Gen. Gordon Stump that 
the Air Force's recommended changes appeared to be an effort to pay for their future force by 
taking money away from their guard and reserve operations. Stump served as Michigan's adjutant 
general, overseeing the state's Army and Air National Guard units, from 1991 until 2003. 

Other argunients made by the four Battle Creek representatives testifying included a detailed 

'01 
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critique presented by George Erickcek of the Upjohn Institute, a Kalamazoo research group. 
Erickcek argued: 

-- The Pentagon didn't gather the correct information to analyze the military value of the Kellogg 
Air Guard Station. For example, it asked about the base's weather conditions at 3.000 feet, but A- 
10s operate at 500 feet or lower. 

-- The Pentagon overstated the cost savings of closing the Kellogg Air Guard Station, which it 
estimated at $1 67 million over 20 years. The Pentagon used an inflated annual cost of operating 
the Kellogg base, ignored the cost of improving Selfridge to Ilouse the A-10s and didn't fully 
account for the cost of retraining Selfridge pilots to fly A-10s. 

Battle Creek's presentation was bolstered by the presence of about 30 residents who drove and 
bused down to attend the hearing, in an effort organized by the Battle Creek Area Chamber of 
Commerce. All the supporters wore blue T-shirts with a photo of A-10s. 

"We wanted to show our group solidarity," said Kathleen Mechem, the chamber's president and 
CEO, as  she displayed her shirt during the hearing. 

Gehman also said he would relay to BRAC commission Chairman Anthony Principi the 
Michigan representatives' request that commission members visit the Battle Creek base. But 
Gehman also noted that the conunission has little time to do its work. 

The commission's task began May 13 when the Pentagon recommended closing 33 major US. 
bases -- including the Kellogg Air Guard Station -- and restructuring 29 others as part of a 
nlodemization plan. 

Rep. Joe Schwarz, one of the Battle Creek representatives testifying, said he was confident that 
the BRAC commissioners would visit Battle Creek. The Kellogg Air Guard Station was the only 
proposed major closure that commissioners hadn't yet promised to visit, said Schwarz, R-Battle 
Creek, a member of the House Armed Services Committee. 

Also representing Michigan during the 30-minute presentation was Sen. Carl Levin, the top 
Deniocrat on [he Senate Armed Services Committee, who spoke in favor of a Pentagon proposal 
to move various operations to the Detroit Arsenal from Illinois, Alabama and Virginia for a gain 
of 647 jobs. 

Levin also addressed a recommendation to close the Army garrison at Selfridge, which pro~ides 
housing and other support services to military persomel at the base. Levin said members of the 
local conmiunity disagree on whether to shut down the garrison but agree that if it is closed, its 
land and support functions should be transferred to the Air Force. 

Noticeably absent from the hearing was Rep. Candice Miller, R-Harrison Township, whose 
district includes Selfridge. She has said she is satisfied with the Pentagon's recommendations and 
that witliout Battle Creek's A-l Os, Selfridge's future would be uncertain. 

The Pentagon's proposed changes would send Selfridge's 927th Air Refueling Wing to MacDill 
Air Force Base in Florida but increase the fleet of Selfridge's 127th Wing. in part by sending over 

w 
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WJ Battle Creek's A-10 aircraft. The result would be a loss of 2 16 full-time jobs for Selfridge and a 
loss of 274 full-time jobs for Battle Creek. 

Levin said that keeping Kellogg Air Guard Station open wouldn't doom Selfridge because the 
BRAC commission could send aircraft from elsewhere in the country to Selfridge. 

"You have to look at the whole chessboard," Levin said. 

BRAC member says DOD needs to gives specifics on recommendations 
Associated Press 
May 26,1006 

A member of a military base closing review panel said Thursday (he Department of Defense 
needs to explain how money is to be saved under its proposal to move computer systems 
management from Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base to a Massachusetts base. 

Retired Admiral Harold Gehman said the Pentagon believes shifting the Maxwell program and 
others to Hanscom Air Force Base in Massachusetts will pro\'ide "a better product." 

"Now they have to demonstrate that to us, because the cost of doing it is relatively high," he said. 

Gehman spoke to reporters after touring the Maxwell-Gunter operation and then meeting with 
Gov. Bob Riley, U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions and Montgomery Mayor Bobby Bright. 

w Riley characterized the meeting with Gehman "as a very frank and open discussion," said Jeff 
Emerson, the governor's communications director. 

"Gov. Riley and other Alabama officials want to make sure the information used by the Pentagon 
in making this recommendation is accurate," Emerson said in a statement. "lf the information is 
not accurate, it puts us in a stronger position to challenge the recommendation.'' 

Sessions said they discussed some of the issues that would have to be addressed before the 
commission could overturn the DOD's recommendation, though he wouldn't elaborate. He said 
the military significance of each base would be the biggest factor for the commission. 

"It's not going to be a political decision. The commission is going to be like Admiral Gehman - 
they're going to be focused on doing the right thing," Sessions said. 

Gehman is one of nine members of the Base Realignment and Closure commission who are 
visiting each of the 33 major bases slated for closing and scores of smaller bases to be downsized. 
In September. the panel will accept or modify the base-closing plan. 

Gehman said the conunission is investigating the cost-savings rationale reported in the 
Pentagon's review and is in the process of receiving specific numbers that support the 
recommendations. 

"The little bitty numbers buried in the report that justify (the recommendations) just came out," he 
said. "For example, this reassignment costs $66 million - but where did that number come from?" 
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Under I he recolmnendations, Maxwell would lose overall 1,25 1 jobs - 740 military and 5 1 1 
civilian. Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base has about 2 1,000 service personnel and civilians, 
meaning i t  would retain about 95 percent of its work force - but losing 1,251 nlostly skilled posts 
would be significant. 

The job losses at Maxwell-Gunter in Montgomery would be caused by moving the Operations 
Systems and Sustainment Group, known as OSSG, to Hanscom -where members of Conpess 
and state and local ofticials had been lobbying hard to keep IIanscom open. 

They proposed a $41 0 million expansion of the Massachusetts base in a bid to make it more 
indispensable to the military. 

Gchman said the computer systems management done at Maxwell-Gunter "is critical to the 
national security of the country." 

He said there is a set of cight criteria the commission uses to make its recommendation - the first 
four entail military significance. Economic impact to base communities, while important, is the 
last issue considered. 

"Yes we will consider the economics of the situation, but it's pretty far down on the list," he said. 

He said the visits are not for fact-finding, but used to supplement the data supplied by the DOD. 
The conlmission members' observations on Maxwell-Gunter will be discussed publicly at a 
BRAC regional hearing June 30 in Atlanta. 

BRAC commissioner praise selection process; set to go on the road 
Copley News S m i c e  
May 19,2005 

After four days of hearing from the Pentagon officials who created the recommendations 
for base reductions, members of  the Base Closure and Realignment Commission praised 
that selection process Thursday, but said they were looking forward to hearing From the 
affected communities. 

"I think they've done a pretty good job," said retired Navy Adm. Harold Gehman, who 
tilled in for chairman Anthony Principi at the final Washington hearing. 

Two commissioners added after the hearing that they still have not seen the many thick 
volumes o f  data supporting the sweeping list of  837 closures or realignments. 

"We're still waiting for a lot of the information, so there are gaps," said retired Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Sue Turner. 

And they said they were looking forward to hearing the other side, from the 
representatives of the facilities slated for closure of reductions and the communities that 
would be impacted. 
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* "We want to hear from the people in the communities. W e  need to hear from them," said 
Phillip Coyle, the fonner director ofoperational testing and evaluation, who now lives in 
Los Angeles. 

Asked if the commission might add any bases to the Pentagon's list for possible closure, 
Gehrnan said, "I think that would be an outcome o f  the public hearings with the 
communities." If a community representative "brings up a legitimate issue," and 
challenges the Defense Department numbers on military value, "we would have to go 
back and compare the numbers." 

"As far as  I know functionally, that is the only way a base facility that is not on the list 
could rise up," he said. 

Under the law creating this commission, i t  would take votes from seven of the nine 
commissioners to add a base to the possible closure list. I t  takes only five votes to remove 
a facility. 

As  the panel prepared to start hearing the appeals of  the impacted bases and communities, 
four commissioners announced they would exempt themselves from considering 
installations in states with which they are associated. 

Gehrnan said he would recuse himself from decisions involving any Virginia base 

w gaining or  losing in the process because he had served briefly as an unpaid adviser on 
BRAC to Virginia Gov. Mark Warner. 

Similarly. Coyle said he would not participate in substantial decisions involving 
California bases because he had played a similar unpaid advisory role for Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

And former congressmen James Billbray, D-Nev., and James Hansen, R-Utah, recused 
themselves from deliberations involving the states they had represented. 

All four said they probably were not required to stand aside on the discussion of those 
bases but wanted to remove any indication of conflict of interest. 

Gehrnan said commission members would hold 16 day-long regional hearings and at 
least two commissioners wouId visit 65 of  the larger affected bases. Senior commission 
staff members would visit the smaller facilities on the list, he said. 

The  hearings will start with June 7 sessions in Salt Lake City and in St. Louis and 
conclude with a July 14 hearing in Los Angeles. 

The commissioners and their aides also will be reviewing the Pentagon's data on which 
the recommendations were based and might hold additional hearings before they are 

w required to make their report to President Bush on Sept. 8. 
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Even  a s  the commission moved ahead on implementing the base closure 
recommendations, affected members of Congress still were trying to derail the process. 
T h e  House  Armed Services Committee rejected a proposed amendment to the  defense 
authorization bill that would have stopped the process and 10 senators have introduced 
similar  legislation. 

Local News Articles 

Officials See Hope In BRAC Criticisms 
Scripps News Service 
July 18. 2005 

State officials have been encouraged this week at the open resistance by members of the Base 
Realignment and Closure Conlmission toward the recommended closures of Air National Guard 
facilities, including a plan to shift the A-10 jets of the 103rd Fighter Wing from Connecticut to 
Massachusetts. 

Also Wednesday, both of Connecticut's senators, Christopher I. Dodd and Joseph Liebemlan, and 
U.S. Rep. Rob Sinunons, R-2nd District, met with BRAC members James Hansen and James Hill 
to plead the Groton submarine base's case. And Gov. M. Jodi Rell is finding a BRAC-fighting 
colleague from a strange source -- U.S. Sen. John Warner, a Republican from Virginia, the state 
that hopes to receive two of Groton's submarine squadrons. 

w As the commission's nationwide base-closing process speeds toward its Sept. 8 conclusion, the 
nine-member panel has begun to actively revamp the list of recommendations made by Secretary 
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld. 

State Attorney General Richard Blumenthal sees hope in what the BRAC members said to 
Pentagon officials Monday. Several conunissioners said the Pentagon had taken a number of 
missteps -- undermining recruiting and homeland security n~issions in the affected states, failing 
to get input from Air National Guard officials and failing to get governors' consent, which may be 
legally required for manipulating these state-assigned units. 

Anthony Principi, BRAC chairman, is quoted in a transcript as telling Pentagon officials, "the 
commission believes a solution is needed." 

Another commissioner, retired A d n ~ .  Harold Gehman, said, "It appears that you have 
inconsistently applied military value to your decisions. It appears to violate several standing 
regulations and laws. And it appears to have several hidden policy issues embedded in it. 

"It would be easy for us to just throw the whole thing back to the Department of  Defense for 
those reasons," Gehman said, but that would be "irresponsible." "Therefore, we need some help 
on how to proceed from here." 

Blumenthal said in a Wednesday statement on the plight ofComecticut's 103rd Fighter Wing: . . 
There can be no move without our governor's explicit, direct consent. Gov. Rell has objected 

w forcefully and appropriately. We are ready to take legal action against the federal government if i t  
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disregards our state's objection, as well as the law." 

Rich Harris, spokesman for the governor, said. "There are several plans of attack that the 
governor is pursuing to keep the A-10s in Connecticut. There's a lot going on in a lot of difrerent 
places." 

But what was commanding his office's attention Wednesday was Warner's criticism of the 
Pentagon's estinlates for environmental cleanup. Warner, chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. took issue with cleanup estimates for Fort Monroe in his state. 

Warner's opinion mirrors what Rell's BRAC "strike force" came up with in Groton, trying to 
demonstrate the Pentagon was way offwhen i t  guessed how much the cleanup of the 90-year-old 
submarine base might run. The estimates for savings from closing it are overblown, Rell has 
arbwed. 

BRAC: Safe at home base; Commission vote keeps Grand Forks Air Force Base off 
Pentagon closure list 
Grand Forks Herald 
July 20,2005 

T h e  federal Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted Tuesday in Washington to keep 
Grand Forks Air Force Base off its closure list. 

By a 6-3 vote, the nine-member panel effectively ended any practical possibility of the base being 
closed in the foreseeable future. 

"lt's a great day," said Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D. "lt's over. It shows that facts matter, and the 
facts were on the side of Grand Forks." 

His colleague, Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., was one of several Norih Dakota base supporiers in 
the BRAC meeting in the Dirksen building on Capitol Hill. 

"This was the big hurdle," Dorgan said. "The Grand Forks base now cannot and will not be put on 
the closure list. The sign outside the base now will say 'Welcome," rather than 'Closed."' 

T h e  BRAC panel now cannot add Grand Forks to the closure list as the commission completes its 
work by late August. 

But other bases were added to the list for possible closure or "expanded realignment" today: the 
Naval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine; the Naty's Broadway Complex in San Diego; the Naby's 
Master Jet Base in Oceana, Va.; Pope Air Force Base, N.C.; and Galena Airport Fonvard 
Operating Location in Alaska. 

Kept off the list with Grand Forks were Moody Air Force Base, near Valdosta, Ga.; the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego; and the Navy's repair shipyard at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

"This commission knows what it is talking about and is not a rubber stamp. We are an 
independent check on the power of the (defense) secretary to close and realign military bases," 

u BRAC comn~ission Chainnan Anthony Principi said afler the vote. 
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Adding a base to the list does not mean i t  will be closed, Principi emphasized. But i t  does allow 
the commission more flexibility and further analysis and study in arriving at its final 
recommendations for streamlining the military, due by late August. 

Future force 

This week, the BRAC panel was charged with considering the addition of  eight major military 
bases to the list of 33 proposed for closing that the Pentagon released May 13. The Grand Forks 
base was - and now remains -one  of 29 bases 

slated for realignment on  the May 13 list. 

The  Pentagon's aim is to save $49 billion over 20 years while refocusing the U.S. military for a 
new way of  making war in the 21 st century. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has said. 

President Bush could send the commission's recommendations. which are due on his desk Sept. 8. 
back for revisions - which is considered unlikely - and then must approve them in whole and send 
them to Congress, which will have 45 days to vote up or  down on them. 

After nearly 15 years of five base closing rounds, there are no future BRAC rounds contemplated. 

Citing the testimony Monday before the BRAC Commission of Air Force Vice Chief of Staff 
Michael Moseley, BRAC panel members Tuesday said i t  was clear the military \,slued the base 
for its strategic location, the proximity of an Air Guard unit nearby in Fargo and the potential for 
adding the "emerging" mission of unmanned aerial vehicles, or UAVs. 

" I t  seems to me there's a good argument not to close it," said conunissioner Samuel Skinner, 
former Transportation Secretary. 

That was music to the ears of North Dakota's sole member in the House, Rep. Earl Pomeroy. D- 
N.D., who, with Gov. John Hoeven. a Republican, also attended today's BRAC Cornnlission 
hearing, too. 

"We worked very hard to get the story out on Grand Forks Air Force Base," Pomeroy said. 
Before Tuesday's meeting, Pomeroy, Dorgan and Conrad said BRAC commissioners assured 
them the base was safe. 

The motion to add Grand Forks to the closure list failed after receiving only three votes; it would 
have taken seven to add the base to the list. 

While the vote was strong, the months leading up to it were intense, and it was a close call this 
spring, said Pomeroy and others. 

Until May 4, nine days before releasing its closure list, the Pentagon planned to recommend 
closing the Grand Forks base. 
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But Conrad said that intensive lobbying done by the congressional delegation, Gov. Hoeven and 
base retention leader John Marshall and others had an impact. 

Conrad cited two key points that swayed Pentagon and BRAC officials: the fact that the Grand 
Forks base is the only major Air Force base between Minot and the Atlantic Ocean and the stark 
emptiness of North Dakota's skies and land for use by the Air Force. 

The  lack of space and sky hurt other bases. 

Commissioner James Hill, a retired Army general, noted that the Navy has wanted to close 
Oceana base because of encroaching development from surrounding Virginia Beach, Va., but 
doesn't have any feasible alternative. 

Closing the Grand Forks base would have saved $674 million over about 15 years, but would 
have meant losing more than 6,600 military and civilian positions - more than 10 percent ofjobs 
in the Grand Forks area, according to an Air Force analysis. Those figures were higher than 
previously released by the Pentagon. 

However, one commission member. Admiral Harold Gehman, questioned the accounting of cost 
savings and said that with all factors considered, i t  appeared to save "zero." 

G F  case 

Whatever the impact on the Pentagon's budget, the fact that the Grand Forks base will remain 
open is good news, fiscally speaking, for the entire region, Hoeven said. 

The  base's location on the Northern border makes it strategic for getting to the other side of the 
world fast, Hoeven said. Plus, it ranks high as a site for the new UAVs with lots of room and the 
nearby support of  the Air Guard unit in Fargo, he said. 

BRAC commissioners were impressed with the shape the base is in, Conrad said. Well more than 
$300 million has been spent in recent years adding new housing and repairing and expanding the 
runway at the base. 

The  June visit from three BRAC commissioners - Philip Coyle, Skinner and Williani Bilbray - 
was successful, Conrad said. 

"The three commissioners who came to Grand Forks all were strong advocates for the base," 
Conrad said. 

However, questions were raised today by one BRAC commissioner about whether Grand Forks 
should be put on the closure list. 

After a BRAC staff member outlined comparisons of Ellsworth Air Force Base near Rapid City, 
S.D. with Grand Forks, Commissioner Gehman argued Grand Forks should be added to the 
closure list to give the commission a better chance to compare it "apples to apples," with 
Ellsworth. 

"It seetns to me the only way we can compare is by treating both bases the same," he said. "Close 
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them both and sort this out." 

In the end, only Cehman, Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, a retired Air Force officer; and former 
Republican Rep. James Hansen of Utah voted to put Grand Forks on the closure list. 

Today's vote means the Pentagon's proposal to realign the base, moving its contingent of 44 KC- 
135 air refueling tankers, cutting 2,300 of its 2,900 military personnel and adding an unspecified 
new UAV mission remains operative. 

The congressional delegation and Hoeven hold out hope that the base will retain a tanker mission, 
especially once the Air Force is able to buy a new model of tanker to replace the aging KC-135 
fleet. 

In either case, the current contingent of tankers will not be transferred out until 3009 under the 
Pentagon's plan. 

Well spent 

Mayor Michael Brown said Tuesday's decision shows that the $750,000 in city sales tax revenues 
allocated to be spent since 2003 on the city's base retention effort was a good investment. 

"That was money well spent," Brown said. "It will bring back dividends in the hture. And we 
expect the mission (at the base) to expand." 

More than $600,000 of the money has been spent, the largest amount on lobbyists, consultants 
and expenses and a retainer for Marshall, the Grand Forks businessman who has led the base 
retention effort for years. 

East Grand Forks Mayor Lynn Stauss said he was "very elated" about the BRAC vote. "This is 
great news for the whole region," he said. About 35 families with an active duty Air Force 
member live in East Grand Forks, and many of them have children in the city's schools, he said. 

Stauss testified at  he BRAC hearing last month in Grand Forks, as did Minnesota's Sens. Norm 
Coleman and Mark Dayton, joining the advocates from North Dakota. The next thing is to get the 
BRAC commission to remove the wording in the Pentagon plans that denies a new flying mission 
to the "Happy Hooligans," the 119th fighter wing Air Guard unit in Fargo, Dorgan said. 

Meanwhile, Air Force officials told him Monday that they have put the UAV procuren~ent 
process o n  a faster track, Dorgan said, which should mean the big drones will be landing at the 
Grand Forks base sooner than later. 

Because Congress has been reluctant to allow the Air Force to retire any of its KC-135 fleet, once 
a new model tanker is chosen and begins to be manufactured and distributed, it's likely the Grand 
Forks base ail1 be needed as a site for the larger tanker fleet, Dorgan said. 

Hoeven agreed. 

"I think the Air Force is going to need Grand Forks for the management of  the tanker fleet," said 
Hoeven. "I think we have a good chance of continuing with tankers at Grand Forks and for an 
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opportunity lo get the new tankers." 

He met in Des Moines, Iowa, on Monday with Michael Chertoff, head of Homeland Security. 

"We talked about the need for an integrated system on the border that involves all those things, 
including UAVs, sensors, the law enforcement end, the Border Patrol, the university system and 
the private sector," Hoeven said. "He made the point that we can't just do it with just added 
manpower but that we really need to develop systems of technology." 

Supporters of the Grand Forks base in Washington were in a celebratory mood. Conrad said he 
had a North-Dakota-shaped cake on this desk Tuesday, waiting to be cut as Dorgan and Pomeroy 
joined him. 

Language institute a long shot for Utah; BRAC: The comniission votes to take a look at new 
honies for 3 graduate schools run by Pentagon 
Salt Lake Tribune 
July 20,1005 

WASHINGTON -- The Base Realignment and Closure Co~nmission voted Tuesday to take 
another look at the future of the Defense Language Institute in Califomia, but Utah's military 
advocates say bringing the coveted school to the state may be a long shot. 

The  comn~ission voted 8-0 to take a broad look at identifying the best situation for three 
Pentagon-run graduate schools --the language institute and Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, Calif., and the Air Force Institute of Technology in Ohio. 

Vicki McCall, president of the Utah Defense Alliance, said "there was so much ambiguity" in the 
cornn~ission's discussion, that i t  is hard to tell what they will consider. "Even the commissioners 
are not really sure what this means right now," she said. 

But she said her impression from talks with commissioners, including fomier Utah Rep. Jim 
Hansen, is that they are looking at leaving them unchanged or combining the three schools at one 
location. which probably would rule out Utah. 

"It's a stretch to think we're going to get it. but I would not deny there's an opportunity, because 
now it's being discussed for closure," McCall said, but her sense is the comn~ission is not looking 
to relocate the language institute. 

The  state has long had its eye on the school, located on the California coast south of San 
Francisco, and there has been discussion of moving the facility since 1991, in part because of the 
expense in keeping it where it is. 

In 1994, the state submitted a proposal to the Army lo move the language school to Hill Air Force 
Base and partner it with Brigham Young University's nationally renowned language program. 

Utah's bid was taken seriously at the time, but any plans to relocate the language institute were 
scuttled though a combination of some financial incentives offered by the city of Monterey, and 
opposition from President Clinton's chief of staff Leon Panetta, who had represented Monterey in 

U Congress. 
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The Defense Language Institute employs about 1.300 civilian workers, including SO0 faculty. It 
offers courses in about 25 different languages to 3,000 students annually from each branch of the 
service. 

Utah officials continue to believe the state would be a good fit for the school, because of the 
language programs at the state's universities and the large number of returned LDS missionaries 
who are bilingual. 

In this round, the Pentagon did not recommend any changes to the three graduate schools in its 
closure and realignment list released in May, but the commission revived the potential for 
changes by including it on its list. 

Retired Gen. Lloyd Newton expressed reservations that the conmission would only look at 
moving all three facilities to Monterey, "taking it to a high-cost area." 

"I  don't have a problem in engaging in a process of deciding whether we should combine these 
functions. I do have a problem in that. seemingly, we have already decided where these functions 
should go," he said. "Instead of studying this to see if it should go to Monterey, we should be 
studying this to see where is the best place for it to go." 

That sentiment was supported by other conmissioners and the staff. "We don't want to preclude 
any options here. We want to look at the best option," said retired Admiral Harold Gehman, Jr. 

w The conlmission will hear from the communities that could be affected by changes to the schools 
and will vote Aug. 22 on any final action. It would take votes from seven of the nine 
co~iunissioners to close or realign any of the facilities. 

Panel told jet tanker proposal ignores law 
Birmingham News 
July 1,2005 

ATLANTA - Alabama's top-ranking National Guard officer told federal officials Thursday that 
the Department of Defense didn't follow the law when it recommended moving KC-1 35 jet 
tankers from Birmingham to other Guard bases. 

"We believe DoD substantially deviated from the Defense Closure and Realignment Act of 1990," 
Maj. Gen. Mark Bowen told three members of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 

"It is clear that DoD ignored and failed to consider military value, which was contrary to the law," 
said Bowen, Alabama's adjutant general. 

Bowen joined Gov. Bob Riley, Sens. Richard Shelby and Jeff Sessions, and others who came 
here to try to sway three of the nine BRAC Commission members appointed by President Bush. 

Commission members are holding 16 regional meetings across the country to hear reaction to a 
Defense Department reorganization plan announced May 13. If approved, it would close more 
than 30 major military bases and save an estimated $50 billion over 20 years. 

w 
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w The  commission can rewrite the Pentagon plan and must file its revised base closure and 
realignment plan to Bush by Sept. 8. Any commission plan accepted by Bush would become law 
by year's end unless Congress passed a joint resolution to reject it. 

In past BRAC reviews, commissions have accepted about 85 percent of the department's 
recommendations. 

Cotnmissioners Samuel Skinner, James Bilbray and Harold Gehman heard from Alabama, 
Georgia and Tennessee officials. Alabamians had about an hour to make their case. 

Riley noted that Alabama overall would do well under the Defense Department's plan, gaining 
2.664 military and civilian jobs. 

H e  drew laughs in a crowded conference room when he urged comnussioners to keep changes 
that would add jobs at the Anniston Amiy Depot, Redstone Arsenal near Huntsville and Fort 
Rucker near Enterprise. "DoD has made several sound and responsible reconunendations," Riley 
said. "Don't change them." 

But he  and others asked conmissioners to make five changes to the plan, including Bowen's 
request that they junk the idea of moving all KC-1 35 tankers from Birn~ingham. 

Bowen pointed to a Defense Department study that ranked the military value of  the 1 17th Air 
Refueling Wing in Birmingham ahead of six Guard tanker wings nationwide that would remain. 
including units in Bangor, Maine, and Knoxville, which would get some of  the 1 I7th's aircraft. 

w 
"Commissioners, the recommendation to realign the Air National Guard tanker fleet will degrade 
operational readiness and makes no sense," Bowen said. "The DoD substantially deviated from 
the military value criteria specified in the law." 

He noted that the 12,000-foot runway under construction at Birnungham International Airport 
will let jet tankers carry much more fuel and travel much farther than tankers flying from 
Knoxville's 9,000-foot runway. 

Cehman, a retired admiral, said later that the Alabama delegation's claim that the secretary of  
defense didn't follow the law caught his attention. 

"I wouldn't comment on how that deliberation is going to turn out in the end." Gehman said. "But 
when a delegation makes that allegation, they're going 

right to the jugular." 

Birmingham will lose 183 fulltime and 326 regular Guard positions if the I 1  7th Air Refueling 
Wing's aircraft go to other bases, Bowen said. 

Other changes 

Riley, Shelby, Sessions, local officials and U.S. Reps. Spencer Bachus, R-Vestavia Hills; Bud 
Cramer, D-Huntsville; Teny Everett, R-Rehobeth; and Mike Rogers, R-Anniston, in spoken or 

w written cornments also urged commissioners to: 
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--> Reject the Pentagon's recommendation to move from Maxwell Air Force Base near 
Montgomery the Operations and Sustainrnent Systems Group, which provides technical support 
for computers and other information technology used throughout the Air Force. 

The move would take 1,751 military and civilian jobs from Maxwell. The group would move to 
Hanscom Air Force Base in Massachusetts, where the Defense Department wants to create a 
high-tech research, development, testing and evaluation center. 

--> Add to the plan a recommendation to move the Navy's helicopter pilot training from near 
Pensacola to Fort Rucker, where Air Force and Army helicopter pilots already train. 

Charles Nailen Jr., chairman of Friends of Fort Rucker, estimated the consolidation could save 
more than $100 niillion a year. Skinner said the commission couldn't consider reconunending that 
change without 

hard, certifiable nunibers. Nailen said he would get them. 

--> Move the aviation portion of the Army's CornrnunicationsElectronics Command to Redstone 
Arsenal, instead of nioving all of the conunand from New Jersey to Maryland. 

--> Let commanders of depots such as the Anniston Army Depot keep control of ordering parts 
and supplies instead of giving oversight to the Defense Logistics Agency. 

w Skinner, former chief of staff to President George H.W. Bush, said Alabama officials "did an 
excellent job of preparing." 

"The presentation uras excellent. Obviously, we'll have to look at it," he said. "A lot of these 
presentations are very, very good. This was right at the top." 

Officials hope new data can save 183'~ 
The State Journal-Register 
June 26.2005 

Most military installations saved from the Pentagon's ax in the last round of  base closings 
in 1995 had one o f  two attributes: The Defense Department either had overestimated the 
savings to be realized by closing a base or had underestimated an installation's military 
value. 

In the  last three rounds of base closings in 1991, 1993 and 1995, the commission 
approved 83 percent, 84 percent and 84 percent, respectively, of  the closings 
recommended by  the Pentagon. 

In 1995, the Pentagon recommended 146 base closures or realignments. The commission 
removed 23 of those bases from the list (counting four facilities the Pentagon voluntarily 
removed from the list for various reasons). 
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"Typically, it's been the case that data comes to light that was not used in the Pentagon's 
decision," said Paul Taibl, policy director for the non-partisan Business Executives for 
National Security in Washington, D.C., about why commissioners strike bases from the 
list. "It's pretty hard to come up with new details, new data." 

State and local officials arguing for the 183rd have said the Pentagon's proposal to 
transfer the 183rd's planes to Fort Wayne International Airport Air Guard Station would 
actually cost the Pentagon money. 

Springfield claims the Pentagon hdged  the small savings i t  would realize by combining 
the costs and savings of transfening the 183rd's planes along with the realignment of the 
Hulman Air Guard station in Terre Haute, Ind., to Fort Wayne. 

The  Pentagon said the realignments will save $2 million annually starting in 13 years. 
But to implement the changes, the Pentagon will have to spend $13.3 million. 

"There is no payback - ever - associated with realigning the fighter mission out of 
Springfield," a written summary of Springfield's arguments against the realignment said. 
"Without grouping Terre Haute and Fort Wayne into the Capital Airport realignment, 
there would be no savings at all, and the Air Force would have no justification in its 
recommendation. 

During this year's BRAC process, i t  has not been unusual for the Air Force to combine 
cost savings from recommendations involving multiple bases to come up with a total cost 
savings fi gure as it did with the Springfield, Fort Wayne and Hulman bases. The  
Pentagon did this with at least 14 of its Air Force recommendations. 

State and local officials have argued that Springfield has been listed by the Pentagon as 
ranking higher in military value than Fort Wayne and has a similar, if not better, 
recruiting record. The commissioners have asked for detailed data on the recruiting 
record o f  the 183rd, which the city said i t  will provide. 

In the 19 bases saved by the commission in 1995, not once did co~nmissioners cite 
community support or economic impact as the primary reason for saving the base. 

In four cases, the commission said that the Pentagon had made faulty judgments on an 
installation's military value. In nine cases, the commission found a problem in the 
Pentagon's computations of cost savings. In most of those nine, commissioners also felt 
that military value was underestimated as well. 

In six cases, the commission said the Pentagon improperly assessed the bases' ability to 
receive new missions from the shuttered bases. This was because the commission decided 
to close the two bases set to receive missions from the six bases the Pentagon wanted to 
shutter. 
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w "The best testimony includes analytical data," 2005 commissioner James Hansen, a 
former Utah congressman, told reporters in St. Louis last week. "You can expect 
everyone to  get emotional, to talk about how terrible it is. But the fact of the matter is the 
military has had an a w h l  long time to work on this." 

Most o f  the states and cities testifying at the commission's hearing on Monday alleged 
problems with the Pentagon's methodology, whether it related to military value or  the 
estimated cost savings. 

"I was pleasantly surprised with the ability of communities to give details on how the 
BRAC process did them wrong," said commissioner Sue Ellen Turner, a retired Air Force 
general. "That gives us something to work with. 

But whether the commissioners buy the case o f  Springfield - or any other city - will hinge 
on analysis that must be done by the commission's staff over the next several months. 

"Anybody who's brought a challenge, we  will adjudicate what's right and what's wrong," 
said commissioner Harold Gehman, a retired admiral. "Our staff will do a detailed 
analysis." 

Hansen added that even in cases where a community does present detailed data, "we 
haven't had the other folks (from the Pentagon) on the stand. Usually they have a pretty 

w good answer" as to why they made a certain recommendation. 

Mayor Tim Davlin said he will travel to Washington at least once more before the BRAC 
process is completed to present additional data to the commissioners. 

Commissioners will take a vote on each one o f  the Pentagon's recomnlendations at a 
public hearing. It takes five votes on the nine-member commission to remove a base from 
the  list. 

Commissioners have until Sept. 8 to review the Pentagon's suggested moves and render a 
final report to President Bush, who has until Sept. 23 to accept o r  reject it. Congress then 
has 45 days to accept or reject the final report. 

Different this year as compared to 1995 is the relatively large number of Air National 
Guard bases slated for closure or realignment by the Pentagon. In 1995, four Air Guard 
stations were recommended for closure. In 2005, 26  Air National Guard bases with 
aircraft are set to be realigned or shuttered. 

The  1995 commission saved three of them, the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport 
Air Guard Station in Ohio, the Moffett Federal Airfield Air Guard Station in California, 
the North Highlands Air Guard Station in California, while the other, Roslyn Air Guard 
Station in New York, was closed. The Springfield, Ohio, base is recommended for 

YI realignment this year. 
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PY 
In the case of the Springfield, Ohio, base, the Pentagon overestimated the savings in 
closing the base.   he other two Air Guard bases were struck from the list because the 
commission decided to close two larger Air Force bases to which the smaller Guard 
installations were set to be transferred. 

The three commissioners who were at a hearing Monday in St. Louis said they hope to 
hold a hearing on whether the Pentagon's methodology for detennining military value 
was biased against smaller bases and units, such as the 183rd. Gehman said they have 
heard frequent complaints that Air Guard units were not consulted closely about the 
process. 

Opinions/ Editorials 



Commissioner Hansen's Quotes 

Hansen recuses self from vote on Hill, says closure is unlikely 
The Salt Lake Tribune * Matthew D. LaPlante and Robert Gehrke 
May 2 1,2005 

"I doubt there will be a vote on Hill or any other base," Hansen said in an interview Friday. 

Hill not out of the woods yet 
Deseret Morning News 
Leigh Dethman 
May 17,2005 

Now it's up to former Utah congressman Jim Hansen and the BRAC commission. Hansen is one 
of nine commissioners who will review Rumsfeld's recommendations and ultimately decide 
which bases go and which bases stay. 

This is the fifth round of military base closings, and in all five rounds Hill survived. Since 1988, 
the base has practically skated through the base closure process, with no major job losses. And 
during the 1995 round, the base flourished, adding more than 2,000 jobs. 

Hansen told Rumsfeld Monday he expects this will be the last round of military base closures. 

"I'm convinced this is your last bite of the apple," said Hansen, adding that the proposed closures 
and realignments would bring "a lot of pain for a lot of people." 

w "Certainly, it's the last bite of the apple during my watch," said Rumsfeld, who then added that 
the ever-changing needs of the military could cause another base-closure round in the future. "I 
would think it may happen again." 

Hansen told the Deseret Morning News last week that he expects the commission to approve 60 
percent to 70 percent of Rumsfeld's recommendations. 

In past base-closure rounds, the commission approved about 85 percent of the defense secretary's 
recommendations. 

"We will not rubber-stamp this list," Hansen said Friday, the day Rumsfeld's proposed list of base 
realignments and closures was released. "I guarantee there will be changes. If people think that it 
came from Mount Sinai and it's going to be in cement, it's not." 

Hill not out of the woods yet 
Deseret Morning News 
Leigh Dethman 
May 17,2005 

"You gotta realize, contrary to what I've read in a few places, the commission does have a heck of 
a lot of clout. We can add or take away." Hansen told the Deseret Morning News. "There will be 
some changes in probably most of these bases; they may be miniscule and they may be large." 
Contributing: Associated Press. 



Commissioner Hansen's Quotes 

Former U.S. Rep. Jim Hansen, now a member of the commission that will study the Pentagon 
proposal and can  make alterations, said he also was pleased to see Utah escaping any major 

w losses. But the former Hill advocate noted past military reconmendations have been altered 
dramatically by the panel. He cautioned that the list released Friday wasn't in any way final. 

"Go celebrate," Hansen said, "but the other side of the coin is, it will change. I will guarantee that. 
. . . Don't put too much stock in what you got today." 
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Commission adds Brunswick, Oceana to BRAC lists 
Aerospace Daily and Defense Report 
July  10,7005 

'Yin no! conlinccd ! I I ~ !  Por!smorrrh should be closed, either, " said commi.rsioncr tn~rl 
rctirud A I . I I I ~  Gcn. James Hill. He ~n!ed rrgainsr odding Pearl Harho,: 

Officials call on Pentagon to close more bases 
Scripps News Senice 
July  18,2005 

Rclired Geti. James Hill, a conunission tnetnber, ~ ~ ~ r n c d  !ha! !he tn i l i~a~y  sho~rld no! bc 
.forced to close a,fociliry that ir migh! sotneday hal t  10 use. 
"ll'7ien ~1.e close 111ese bases. ~ r ' r e  no! gclting !hem bock " Hill strid. 

BRAC Commissioners Worry About Retention In Guard, Reserves 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
Rla y 1 7,2005 

Comrni.~sior~ clruirnirrir At~~lror~y Principi exl~rcsseti sitniltrr corlcerln, hrt! tro! (111 ofrlre 
comtnissiotiers opposed 111e rccon~mer~da!ions,fi~r!he Reserw coniporlerlt. Rctireri ..Irt~r.v 
Goi. James Hill called i! a "tno~r~nnen!al s!ep,/ontnrd. " 

Air Force Rlight Keep Bases Open After Personnel Rloves 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
May 17,2005 

Former Army Gen. James Hill IiX-enYse noled !ha! i! migl~! he "bc!!er,/or these 
conimuni!ies to close so [!hc>g con begin 10 re1001 i f ,  make sornerhing ortt ofi!. " 

BRAC Gets Started With Intelligence Briefing On Threats 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
Rlay 4, 2005 

The m!ion's response lo global rhreals "a/rec!s !he U.S. rnilirary in drarnalic \ltays and 
afececb !he u.01-k ~ f ! A i s  conlmission. "said relired Army Gen. James Hill, a BRAC 
cornniissioricr. Inparlicrtlar, he said, the milirnry n~igh! need to change !Ire uuy i! !rains 
!I-oops, increasing police and secrtrity./owes. 

Locnl hrew..s Articles 

Navy's Oceana Rlight Not Re Spared After All; Virginia Base Now On Closure List; 
Officials Vow Effort to Keep It Open 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
July  20,2005 
One of!he panel members who heard Chnrlesron's cnse, re!i,rd Army Gen. Janres Hill, said !he 
scenario qfered hy L e ~ i s  n~iglr! be sorne~hing !he Naly did no! consider, "bur w e  crrn do rhnt. " 

BASE CLOSURES; Holy City to give panel a hand; BRAC offers Charleston team job after 
impressive presentation to save Na\y facilities 
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The State (South Carolina) 
July lo, 2005 

One qf the pnrlcl nrerribcr~s I I ~ O  Irccrrd Clriri.lcstorr!s ctrse, rctirccl Army GCII., James Hill, 
.wid the sceritrrio c$Gred 11-v Lcicis rniglrt he soiiretlrir~g flrc 'Vaiy did 1101 coruitler: "brrt M V  

ctrn ilo thtrt. " 

Thousands rally around Naval Station Ingleside Crowd, concert display support for 
targeted base 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
July 8,2005 

Hill, orrc o f  irine Base Rmrligrrmrnt and C1os1ri-e corntni~sior~er-s who  ill reiieir~ the 
Defirrsr Depur.tinent's recorrrmendation to close N a ~ n l  Station hrgIc4de nrrd n r o i ~  iobs 
,fionr Nnlpal Air Station Corprrs Clrrisfi, said he lr3as "torrched by the o~rtporrring of 
srrppoi?. " 
"We r~rrder:c.tnrrd that this is about rrrore than irtilitaty \.allre. "he  said. "Tlris is trborrt,jobs 
trrid l i ~ w ,  yorrr jobs ond your lives. We're serlsiti~r to tho,. " 

nlilitary-base supporters, lawmakers attend hearing in Charlotte, N.C. 
The Charlotte Observer 
June 29,2005 

BR4C Corrrrrrissiorler Jumes Hill, n retired ger~ernl, conceded thtrt cconorrlics a l u q ~ s  11rt.k 
iil the bockgr-orriid. 
"We rrriderstaird this is a ~rhole lot rrrore tlrarr dollar,fiprres, plones ttrrld hoses. "Hill strid 
to reporters qfter the heirring. "This is aboirr h~rrnarl beirlgs. ". 

0pininrr.d Editorials 

Natinrial News Articles 

Commission adds Brunswick, Oceana to BRAC lists 
Aerospace Daily and Defense Report 
July  20,2005 

The independent BRAC Commission voted 8-1 on July 19 lo add Naval Air Station Bru~iswick, 
Maine, to the Base Realignment and Closure list for consideration, but a majority of the 
commissioners decided against doing the same for the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Hawaii. 

The day before, Michael Wynne, deputy undersecretary of defense for acquisition, technology 
and logistics, had told the commission that the Pentagon considered shuttering Brunswick 
completely, but the base was kept open due to its strategic presence in the northeastern United 
States and for its surge capabilities. 

Likewise for Pearl Harbor, Wynne said the shipyard was among four naval shipyards analyzed 
for closure, but military judgment favored keeping the base open because of its "strategic location 
and rnultiplatform capabilities." 

Instead, Naval Shipyard Portsmouth, Maine, was chosen for closing over Pearl Harbor because it 
would eliminate excess capacity but still satisfy Defense Department desires to build military 
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capability in the Pacific, a BRAC Commission aide said July 19 (DAILY, May 18). 

Conlmission members, who convened on Capitol Hill July 18 and 19, were split on Pearl Harbor 
partly due to unanswered questions about the degree of the Navy's self-described "excess" 
shipbuilding capacity. 

"We need to determine, is there excess capacity or not? It's not clear to me right now that we 
know," said commissioner and retired Navy Adm. Harold Gehman. He voted to add Pearl Harbor 
to the BRAC list. 

"I'm not convinced that Portsmouth should be closed, either," said co~nnussioner and retired 
Arnly Gen. James Hil l .  He voted against adding Pearl Harbor. 

Navy nlulls jet base 

Meanwhile, W y ~ e  said July 18 that the Navy is considering huilding a new 21 st Century master 
jet base, but it would occur "outside the BRAC window and BRAC timeframe." At the same 
time, the Navy eyed Moody Air Force Rase, Ga., as an East Coast master base. 

But Vice Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Robert F. Willard told the panel that Moody is a 
"World War I1 vintage air base," and would need almost $500 million in one-time military 
construction costs to huild up. 

Wynne said the Navy decided to keep Naval Air Station Oceana, Va., because it was the "most 
suitable option." 

On July 19, commissioners added Oceana to the BRAC list for consideration for further 
realignment by a vote of 7-1. Many said they voted in favor of adding Oceana so that they could 
better review the Navy's options. By 7-1, they voted against adding Moody. 

Officials call on Pentagon to close more bases 
Scripps News Service 
July 18,2005 

The Pentagon's plan to shut down and consolidate U.S. military bases at home and overseas could 
cost taxpayers about as much as  the Defense Department hopes to save, members of the 
independent base-closure commission said Monday. 

Top military officials told the commission that base closures such as the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, and changes such as downsizing Pope Air Force Base in North 
Carolina were needed and acceptable. But expanding the base-closure list could jeopardize the 
nation's ability to deter terrorism or prepare for future wars, they warned. 

The  Pentagon's short list of closures and realignments drew criticism from David M. Walker, 
head of the Government Accountability Office. 

Walker warned during a Capitol Hill hearing that Pentagon spending is contributing to a growing 
financial instability in the United States. He encouraged the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission to expand the list of closures and realignments to save larger amounts of money. 
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w Walker said that the base closing and alignment proposals put forth by the Pentagon might save 
$50 billion over 20 years, but that the price of the changes would be at least $24 billion. Walker 
said the actual cost of closing the bases, moving their functions and personnel elsewhere, and 
restoring the environment at the base sites could consume even higher amounts of projected 
savings. 

Commission members suggested that they favor deeper cuts than the Pentagon has suggested, 
including merging the Marine Corps basic training camps in southern California and Parris 
Island, S.C.. into one complex. 

They also raised questions about the Navy's decision to maintain the Naval Shipyard at Pearl 
Harbor, rather than move its functions to Navy shipyards at Norfolk, Kittery, Maine, and Puget 
Sound. Wash. 

Walker was skeptical about the Pentagon's decision to close the Portsmouth shipyard in Kiltery. 
He  noted that the action would result in the "expected loss of skilled personnel associated with 
maintaining nuclear-powered submarines." He said the Navy has acknowledged that i t  takes eight 
years to develop those skills and that the skills will be needed at other shipyards. 

Without resolving any issue, the coinmission and Pentagon officials discussed the Pentagon's 
recommendation of a package of closings and downsizing. The Defense Department said the 
package would result in closing 33 major bases and changing missions at 29 others. 

w The military officers who testified before the commission Monday raised problems with a variety 
of proposed moves, contending, for example, that merging the two Marine training depots would 
hurt recruitment of young Marines. 

Some of  the Pentagon witnesses also expressed concerns about the Pentagon's own proposals, 
including moving more than 4,000 jobs from Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina. 

The witnesses pointed out that the cutbacks at Pope had to be considered with operations at 
adjacent Fort Bragg, which is to get 4,200 more jobs under the Pentagon's proposal. But the issue 
was given only passing reference Monday. 

The Pentagon witnesses and conunission members also discussed, without resolving, such issues 
as whether a realignment of Grand Forks Air Force Base in North Dakota would hamper 
development of unmanned aircraft. They also explored complaints from state government 
officials that the re-allocation of aircraft, personnel, facilities and missions of Air National Guard 
facilities would hamper a governor's ability to call on guardsmen to deal with natural disasters. 

The commission is to decide Tuesday whether the Pentagon's list for closures and realignments 
should be expanded. 

Retired Gen. James Hill, a conunission member, warned that the military should not be forced to 
close a facility that it might someday have to use. 

"When we close these bases, we're not getting them back," Hill said. 
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Retired Gen. Keith Martin, also a commissioner, said i t  was the same with overseas bases. 

"Once we  leave those countries we're not going back," he said. "Later you might say I wish I had 
that." 

Michael Wynne, a Defense Department technology and procurement official who headed the 
Pentagon team that produced its base-closing package, said that changes to part of the list could 
disrupt the "comprehensive, integrated and interdependent" approach presented by the military. 

Menibers of the BRAC commission are working under a law enacted in 1990 to identify military 
installations that could be dropped or changed to save money. 

BRAC Commissioners Worry About Retention In Guard, Reserves 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
May 17,2005 

Members ofthe Base Closure and Realignment Commission questioned Pentagon leaders 
Monday about their recommendation to consolidate National Guard and Resenre bases around the 
country. stating that such a move might exacerbate the force's recruitment and retention problems. 

The decision, made as part of the 2005 base closure and realignment round, could strain some 
troops' ability to report for weekend drill duties, commission members told Defense Secretary 
Rumsfeld and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Richard Myers during a hearing on Capitol Hill. 

"I really think you're going to have a serious problem," said former Rep. James Bilbray, D-Nev., 
one of  nine BRAC commissioners. 

Commission chairman Anthony Principi expressed similar concerns, but not all of the 
commissioners opposed the recommendations for the Reserve component. Retired Army Gen. 
James Hi11 called it a "monumental step forward." 

After more than two years of analysis, the Pentagon announced Friday it wants to shutter around 
400 National Guard and Reserve installations, including 21 1 Army National Guard bases and 176 
Army Reserve facilities. Plans call for the military to consolidate those into 125 new Armed 
Forces Centers scattered around the country. 

The  Pentagon also wants to move aircraft out of 22 Air National Guard units, leaving highly 
trained pilots and aircraft technicians with other missions. The aircraft would be moved to other 
Guard units. 

During testimony, Pentagon officials said the decisions were made after consulting adjutant 
generals around the country, who largely backed the consolidation plan. 

On Friday, National Guard Bureau Chief Lt. Gen. Steven Blum said he supported the 
recommendations, and believed i t  could help boost new recruits if the centers are located in 
recruitment-rich conmunities. 

"We ought not think of population as static." Rumsfeld said Monday. 
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The goal, department officials said, is to lengthen troops' conmutes to Guard and Reserve bases 
by no more than 50 miles. 

h4yers conceded, however, that the support of Blum and other high-ranking reserve-component 
officers "does not mean it's going to sit well with everyone." 

The Reserve Officers Association has said i t  is concerned about the Pentagon's reconunendations, 
and fears that the impact on travel time to drilling stations could be much more dramatic than 
expected. 

"By closing so many facilities, reservists and Guardsmen may be required to travel hundreds of 
miles to drill every month." the association said in a statement. "Many of these servicemen and 
women ... may choose to leave the military. The result could be a loss of  skills and experience the 
military desperately needs." 

Officials at the National Guard Association of the United States still are analyzing the BRAC list 
and discussing the recommendations with adjutant generals around the country, according to a 
source. T h e  decision regarding the Air National Guard is particularly tricky for the organization, 
with one state gaining from another's loss. 

The closure of National Guard bases could add fuel to talk of lawsuits in Illinois and other states, 
based on a provision of federal law that requires a governor's permission to close a Guard fxility. 

The Pentagon "will try to satisfy folks who feel they have a legal case." but similar attempts at 

w blocking closures in the past have not held up, said Michael Wynne, the department's 
undersecretary for acquisition, logistics and technology. 

Meanwhile, commissioners said they are still awaiting 10 volumes of information from the 
Pentagon, which were not delivered as expected on Friday because of concerns over classified 
infonnation. Pentagon officials will send those volumes to the commission by the end of the 
week, officials said. 

The commission wilI review the Pentagon's decision throughout the summer, then submit ils own 
list to the White House by Sept. 8. 

BRAC Commissioners \Iforry About Retention In Guard, Reserves 
National Journal's CongressDaily 
hlay 17,2005 

Members of  the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission aired concerns today that 
Pentagon recommendations to keep open drastically stripped-down Air Force bases could 
devastate local economies. If the military does not technically shutter the facilities, the bases 
would be  a "drain on host communities," blocking them from redeveloping the land for 
commercial purposes, BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi said during a public hearing today. The 
military would have to spend Defense dollars "just to keep [the bases] warm," he added. Former 
Army Gen. James Hill likewise noted that it might be "better for these communities to close so 
[they] can begin to retool it, make something out of it." 

w Top service officials responded that several of  the scaled-down facilities, including Alaska's 
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Eielson Air Force Base and North Dakota's Grand Forks Air Force Base, would remain up and 
running largely for tests and training exercises, despite the loss of thousands of military and 
civilian personnel. The 5,500-acre North Dakota base, for instance, is ideal for unmanned aerial 
vehicle training flights because of a lack of competing commercial traffic. Eielson, too, will host 
large-scale training exercises, officials said. Hangars at these installations can accommodate guest 
squadrons. providing the service with a more robust exercise capability, said Air Force Chief of 
Staff John Jumper. Air Force officials assured commissioners that in many cases where a base is 
not technically closed, the service will turn over land -- including some airfields -- to surrounding 
communities. "We are bringing back the fence line to be able to cede real property," said acting 
Air Force Secretary Michael Dominpez. In addition to serving as training sites, the bases 
pro\,ide the Air Force with a "hedging strategy" if missions or  force structure change 
dranlatically, Dominpez  said. 

Today's BRAC hearing focused on Air Force facilities, and members analyzed Defense Secretary 
Rurnsfeld's list of basing recommendations released Friday, which includes 10 Air Force bases 
slated for closure and another 62 targeted for realignment. With personnel and equipment moving 
from one base to another, the list affects 1 I5 of the 154 Air Force installations. If the 
recommendations are implemented, the Air Force expects to save more than $2.6 billion in 
personnel and infrastructure through 201 1, and another $1.2 billion each year afier that. 

The  conlmission has less than four months to evaluate the secretary's recommendations and 
submit its list to the White House by Sept. 8. Commissioners still are waiting for the Pentagon to 
send thousands of pages of docun~ents detailing the decisions and the reasoning behind them. The 
convnission expected to see the documents Friday, though the Pentagon held them back because 
of concerns about classified information. Commissioners grilled Rumsfeld and other Pentagon 
leaders o n  the lack of information Monday and brought the matter up again during today's 
hearing. The  commission will have the information by the end of the week, Pentagon officials 
said. 

BRAC Gets Started With Intelligence Briefing On Threats 
Nalional Journal's CongressDaily 
Rlay 4,2005 

The  Base Closure and Realignment Commission heard broad testimony Tuesday from top 
intelligence officials on current and future threats to the United States, a first step in a fourmonth 
process that ultimately will decide the shape of domestic defense infrastructure. 

"This is all part of the process to absorb information, get threat assessments [and understand] 
their impact on the force structure," BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi said after the hearing. He 
added that the testinlony did not lead to any conclusions about which bases should close and 
which ones the military needs. 

The  open hearing was the panel's second on Tuesday; another session is planned for this morning. 
David Gordon, chairman of the national intelligence committee at the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence, led a panel of witnesses that gave the commission a synopsis of both state 
and non-state threats. 

w None of  the members of the panel, which also included representatives from the State Department 
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and the Defense llltelligence Agency, could offer conmlissioners specific information on which 
capabilities and installations the military will need to combat threats for the next 15 to 20 years. 

However, the panel members stressed that unconventional tactics such as sabotage, terrorism, 
information attacks and weapons of mass destruction used by terrorists, insurgents and other non- 
state enemies might alter how the military fights its battles. 

"They don't want to fight the American way of war," Gordon said. "Enemies try to level the 
playing field so we're unable to fight the way we want to fight." 

International terrorism is continuing to grow and is beconling increasingly decentralized, with 
groups and individuals popping up around the world, Gordon said. 

At the same time, the military must remain prepared to fight state enemies, with North Korea and 
Iran possibly posing serious threats to the United States and its allies for the next decade or  
longer. China and India, two rising political and military powers in Asia. also are areas to watch, 
Gordon said. 

The  nation's response to global tlueats "affects the U.S. military in dramatic ways and affects the 
work of this conmission," said retired A m ~ y  Gen. James Hill, a BRAC commissioner. In 
particular, he said, the military night need to change the way it trains troops, increasing police 
and security forces. 

The  colnmission will meet again today to hear testimony from top Defense officials on a host of 
ongoing Pentagon studies, including the sweeping Quadrennial Defense Review and the Global 
Posture Review. 

Defense Secretary Rumsfeld is expected to send his list of recommended base closings and 
realignments to Capitol Hill next week. The commission must analyze Rumsfeld's list and submit 
its own recommendations to the White House by Sept. 8 

Local ATens Articles 

Navy's Oceana Might Not Be Spared After All; Virginia Base Now On Closure List; 
Officials Vow Effort to Keep It Open 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Ju ly  10 ,2005 

Oceana Naval Air Station, the Navy's largest airbase on the East Coast, is on the chopping block. 

Thanks to one commissioner's last-minute vote change, the Base Realignment and Closure 
Conmission decided yesterday to consider the Virginia Beach airfield for closure, despite 
previous objections by the Navy and local officials. 

The  vote puts Oceana in jeopardy, but more hearings and another vote will be required before a 
"closed" sign is posted. 

Virginia officials expressed surprise that commissioners added the Naby field, which employs 
more than 10,000 sailors and civilians and is home to 244 aircraft, to the Pentagon's 
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)(111 recommendation to close 33 major bases and realign an additional 30 large installations. 

Within minutes of the conmission decision, the full spectrum of Virginia politicians -- from local 
officials to congressmen and the governor -- were holding news conferences and firing off news 
releases, all vowing to fight for the installation. 

"1 was shocked," said Rep. Thelma Drake, R-2nd, who attended the hearing. "We're not in the 
clear, but it doesn't mean that Oceana will be closed." 

Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera Obemdorf, who attended the hearing, said she was surprised that 
the panel added the base to the "hit" list, especially afier Nacy officials said Monday that the base 
should remain open. 

The vote means the nine-member panel will consider Oceana when it deliberates on a final list of 
base closures in late August before submitting the list to President Bush by Sept. 8. In coming 
weeks, commissioners will visit the base and hold a public hearing to gamer comments from local 
officials and residents. 

Oceana looked safe until three weeks ago, when commission Chairman Anthony Principi asked 
Pentagon officials why the airfield had not been considered for closure or realignment. 

Navy officials said Monday that they want to build a new naval airbase on the East Coast within a 
decade but did not want to close Oceana now. The statement fueled the panel's discussion 
yesterday. 

w "This is the most perplexing and complex issue we  face. We've got to help the Navy figure out a 
solution [for Oceana]," said Commissioner James Hill. 

The recusal of retired Navy Adm. William Gehman, who lives in Virginia, and a last-minute flip- 
flop by another commissioner hurt Oceana backers. 

Because federal law requires seven members' votes to add a base to the list, the decision came 
down to one commissioner, former Transportation Secretary Samuel Skinner. 

Initially, Skinner expressed doubts about putting the base on the list but changed his mind 
~noments  before voting. 

The  resulting 7-1 vote was roundly criticized. 

Sen. George Allen, R-Va., called it "illogical, shortsighted and wasteful." Democratic Gov. Mark 
R. Warner said, "It appears that the facts have been ignored." 

In addition to the Oceana decision, the panel voted to consider closing seven other military 
facilities, including Maine's Naval Air Station Brunswick, the last active-duty military airbase in 
New EngIand and one of the state's largest employers, and the Navy's waterfront regional 
headquarters in San Diego. 

The conmission rejected several additions to the BRAC list, including the Marine Corps' boot 

'W camp in San Diego and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Hawaii. Yesterday's decisions showed the 
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commission's independence from the Pentagon. 

The  panel "is not a rubber stamp," Principi said afrerward. 

T h e  hearing was also the last chance to put more bases on the closure list. 

Gehman said communities with military bases not on the list "now can breathe a sigh of  relief." 

BASE CLOSURES; Holy City to give panel a hand; BRAC offers Charleston team job after 
impressive presentation to save Navy facilities 
The  State (South Carolina) 
July 10. 2005 

Although they made a strong case last month to save 500 Navy engineering jobs, Charleston's 
military supporters will not be idle waiting for the base-closing conmission's final decision. 

Instead, they will be helping the commission out. 

Charleston's presentation at a regional hearing ofthe Base Realignment and Closure Conmmission 
(BRAC) impressed the panel's members so much that they asked Holy City leaders to help the 
commission's analysts sort through the data. 

Not a problem, said Tom hlikolajcik, co-chair of the Charleston BRAC effort. "All the data we 
have is the Navy's information. This is not something we drummed up." 

Charleston officials already have turned over much of their studies and data to the base-closing 
commission and will be working with the panel's analysts. 

Meeting in Charlotte, panelists offered hope for Charleston and other communities facing the 
Pentagon's ax. 

"Just because we're leaving here today, that doesn't mean, Oh, well, that's it."' said Philip Coyle, 
who chaired h e  June 28 hearing in Charlotte. 

Charleston could lose up to 1,100 jobs if the Pentagon's recommendations are approved. Besides 
the engineering jobs, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld also recommended a military payroll 
and accounting office be moved and jobs be trimmed from the Naval Weapons Station. 

Overall, South Carolina came up a winner. Charleston's losses were offset by 1,800 jobs that will 
be  added to Fort Jackson, McEntire Joint National Guard Base and Shaw Air Force Base, all in 
the hlidlands. 

One  of the problems with the Defense Department's proposal to close Charleston's South Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command is that the Navy never considered keeping the facility there, said 
Mikolajcik, a retired brigadier general and former commander at Charleston Air Force Base. 

"We  heard two years ago that the Navy wanted to put (the engineering command) in 
Jacksonville," hlikolajcik said. 
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u Among the reasons the Navy offered for moving the engineering command from Charleston was 
that it was in a leased building, not on a secure military base. 

But the Pentagon did not take into account that the command could be moved into a building that 
will be vacated shortly by Defense Finance and Accounting Service, said William Lewis, a retired 
Navy captain and the engineering conunand's former chief. The finance building meets post-911 1 
security standards, he added. 

Instead of spending $57 million to move the command to Jacksonville, Fla., the Navy could save 
$39 million by staying in Charleston. Lewis said. 

That got the attention of the BRAC panel, which asked for more information and the help of 
Charleston's analysts. 

O n e  of the panel members who heard Charleston's case, retired Army Gen. James Hill, said the 
scenario offered by Lewis might be something the Navy did not consider, "but we can do that." 

Another panel member, retired Adm. Hal Gelman, said information like that offered by the 
Charleston contingent "gives us something to work on." 

Panel members said their job is not to rubber-stamp the recommendations that Rumsfeld released 
May 13. Instead, they are to ensure the Pentagon followed the law in making its decisions. 

"We are esselitially a jury," Gehman said. 

Charleston's hopes to save the engineering command face a tight deadline. The nine-member 
commission votes Aug. 24 on what it will recommend to the president. 

A simple majority of five votes is needed to take a base or  facility off the closing list; a super 
majority of  seven votes is required to add a base or facility to that list. 

T h e  conmission's list is due on President Bush's desk by Sept. 8. 

Bush can accept the panel's list, send it to Congress, or  reject it. He cannot add or subtract bases 
and neither can Congress, a BRAC spokesman said. 

In the five previous base-closing rounds, 85 percent of the Pentagon's original recommendations 
were approved. 

Thousands  rally around N a ~ a l  Station lngleside Crowd, concert display support for  
targeted base 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
J u l y  8, 2005 

Supporters of local military bases put the city's culture on display Thursday during a welcoming 
ceremony for BRAC Commissioner James T. Hill. 

Sounds of  Tejano music filled the American Bank Center during a free concert meant to draw an 

w audience of supporters. As Hill took the stage to warm applause, the band began playing 
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w "America the Beautiful." Yellow and blue lights flashed. "Save Naval Station Ingleside," on the 
arena's marquee. 

Hill, one of nine Base Realignment and Closure commissioners who will review the Defense 
Department's recommendation to close Naval Station lngleside and move jobs from Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, said he was "touched by the outpouring of suppon." 

"We understand that this is about more than military value," he said. "This is about jobs and lives, 
your jobs and your lives. We're sensitive to that." 

American Bank Center officials estimated attendance at about 2,500, leaving around three-fourths 
of the arena's nearly 10,000 seats empty. 

U.S. Rep. Solomon Ortiz presented Hill with a petition to save the bases that contained more than 
50.000 signatures. Mayor Henry Garrett and County Judge Terry Shamsie presented Hill with 
keys to the city and the county and with a proclamation asking that the bases be spared. 

"We're here for one thing, and one thing only: to save Ingleside," Garrett said. 

Delia Garcia. a counselor at Robstown High School, accompanied several students to the event to 
show suppori for the bases. 

Sergio Villarreal, 18, a recent graduate, said he plans to join the military after attending college 
and wanted to send a message that the Ingleside base is worth keeping open. 

"A lot of my friends plan on working at the base," he said. 

Military-base supporters, lawmakers attend hearing in Charlotte, N.C. 
The Charlotte Observer 
June 29,2005 

Brenda Wilson of Havelock has traveled the East Coast in support of her local Marine Corps base 
and Naval Air Depot since 1988. 

So i t  was a given that she would rise at 6 a.m. Tuesday, board a bus and head to Charlotte Tor the 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission's hearing on the future of rnilitary bases in the 
Carolinas and West Virginia. A real estate agent, her livelihood depends on rnilitary families. Her 
husband is a retired Marine. 

But the Pentagon says such devotion is supposed to be a minor consideration. 

The BRAC is an independent group that will make recommendations to President Bush and 
Congress for which bases to close or realign. Congress designed the base-closing process to 
"rationalize" the decision-making and reduce the inherent political and economic tensions, says 
Paul Taibl, director of policy with Business Executives for National Security, a Washington 
group that encourages communities to reduce their dependence on local bases. 

Congress can only vote yes or no on BRAC's entire set of recommendations -- it cannot modify 

w the recommendations. 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Hill 

BRAC 2005 

w 
Comniissioners are supposed to focus on "military value," according to Defense Department 
criteria. Economic impact ranks No. 6 out of eight criteria. 

But lawmakers usually talk about base closings in the form of lost jobs and the burdens that 
displaced families would face. 

O n  Tuesday, the conversation took a different tack, with N.C. lawn~akers largely talking in 
technical, military terms. 

More than 400 supporters and a dozen top Carolinas lawmakers attended the hearing in a 
conference room at Central Piedmont Community College's west campus. BRAC members 
listened to more than four hours of testimony. 

Sen. Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C., spoke about operational readiness. A retired brigadier general from 
Pope Air Force Base praised the base's ability lo "mobilize and surge." 

Still, the heart of the issue -- the jobs that a military base provides -- was reflected in the busloads 
o f  people who rose in the n e e  hours to travel to the hearing from mostly rural Eastern North 
Carolina communities whose lifeblood depends on the military's presence. 

"If i t  weren't for the military, the town would fall into the ocean," said Barbara Wluteman, a 
resident of Havelock who, like Wilson, will gladly travel lo support "her" Marines. 

ry Indeed, the military has become an important economic driver for North Carolina, pumping an 
estimated $ 18 billion into the economy each year. In Havelock, Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point and the Naval Air Depot are estimated to provide one in four jobs for the region. Those jobs 
pay upwards of $50,000 a year. easily the best-paying ones east of 1-85. 

As  Gov. Mike Easley told BRAC commissioners: "Our economy depends on a strong military 
presence in this state." 

The  Carolinas fared relatively well when the Pentagon released its list of suggested base closings 
and downsizings earlier this year, losing only four bases, none of them major. The Naval Air 
Depot stands to lose more than 600 of its 3.800 jobs under the Pentagon's proposal. 

O n  Tuesday, N.C. lawmakers took a defensive stance -- reminding the commission of how N.C. 
bases have contributed to the nation's military successes. 

They also asked for more: more missions and more personnel at various bases. 

BRAC Commissioner James Hill, a retired general, conceded that econoniics always lurk in the 
background. 

"We understand this is a whole lot more than dollar figures, planes and bases," Hill said to 
reporters after the hearing. "This is about human beings." 
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National Arena Articles 

BRAC says Galena closing could save millions a year 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

Commissioner Lloyd Nen~fon asked Tuesday ujhether the Galena airj6eld u~ould remain 
open and available as an alterrlative landing sile for militaryjets, elan $the Air Force 
contracts go away. 

Put Monmouth in 'mega base,' but don't close it, say NJ officials 
Associated Press 
July 8, 2005 

"We Xnow that when you take an organization at7d you want to moipe the tnission, it takes 
some rime, some resources, to rebuild, "said cotntnissioner Lloj~d Nen~on ,  a retired Air 
Force general. "Whether they (the Pentagon) took all the studies and analyses thrrt hey  
needed to do to make sure they could do this withour compromising our men and women, 
that's something u.e continue to look at." 

Base closing commissioner wraps up visit in Limestone 
Associated Press 
June 28,2005 

Afterward, Newton said workers were "doing a w r y .  ,pry importantjob.for our 
Department of Defense, and that comes throrigh very, very loud and clear. " 

Civic leaders, civilian workers rally for military payroll jobs 
Associated Press 
June 23,2005 

"There is some cost data that may be dlferent, thct-e may be a discrepancy there. The 
department may not have had all of it, " h'en~on told reporters in the lobby of the 
Celebrezze Federal Building, where thepayroll agency occ~cpies 14.jloors. 

Fort's fate up in air Mulling post closure, BRAC officials tour Eatontown installation 
Asbury Park Press (New Jersey) 
June 4,2005 

"No decisions have been made." hrenvon said. "We u.ork very Irard not to come to any 
decisions while u'e're here. ". 

Local  News Articles 

Language institute a long shot for Utah; BRAC: The commission votes to take a look at new 
homes for 3 graduate schools run by Pentagon 
Salt Lake Tribune 
July 20,2005 

Retired Gen. Lloyd Newton expressed resenrations that the commission u,orrld only look 
at  moving all three facilities to Monterey, "taking it to a high-cost area. " 
"Idon'f  have aproblem in engaging in aprocess o f  deciding u3hether we sho~rld combine 
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these functions. I do have oproblern in that, seemingly, we have already decided whew 
thesefurictions should go, " he said. 'Ynsteod ofstudyir~g this to see i f i f  shortld go to 
Monterey. u3e shortld be studying this to see where is the best plocefor it to go. " 

Base-Closing Proposals For Virginia Questioned; 
Citing London Attack, Officials Defend Some Facilities On The Block 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
July 8,2005 

Gov. Warner invited con~rnission menibers to ask questions at the conclusion ofthe 
heoring, but none did. Commission member Lloyd Newton said afternard that many 
panel members already had the information in hand, hod spoken with Virginia officials 
and, in some cases, hod visited sites. 
'Y fuv  had questions today, ule would have asked them, " he said. 

Brac Commissioners Tour Peninsula Bases, But Not Oceana 
Virginia Pilot 
May 26,2005 

"lVefeel no need to really ~ i s i l  Oceano at this point. We don't w30nt to send signols that 
are not already there. "Newton said. "I1 is not on the list; ... i f for  some reason it rcas 
added, Ihen it gives 11s  hat opportunify 10 go ond visit. " 

Uw Opinions! Editorials 

National News Articles 

BRAC says Galena closing could save millions a year 
Associated Press 
July 20, 2005 

A decision by the military base review commission could result in cancellation of the Air Force 
contracts for snowplowing at the Galena runway and maintenance of other military facilities at 
the state-run airport. 

Commission staff members said Tuesday stopping the contracts could save the military $11 
million a year, and another $30 million in improvements through 2012. 

The Air Force might face some one-time expenses to close out the contract, but over the next six 
years the estimated total savings could reach $90 million. 

Dropping the contracts would eliminate 2.2 percent of the jobs available in the Galena region, 
which has about 2,000 people, according to the commission's information. 

City manager Mawin Yoder said if the money stops flowing, Galena could lose 25 percent of its 
jobs. 
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w "Initially, the impact is going to be devastating," Yoder said. 

Bill O'HaIloran, regional aviation manager for the Alaska Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities said the Air Force pays the state about $400,000 annually to give the 7,200-foot 
runway extra attention. 

The commission's decision to consider closing Galena is not final. It means the commission has 
agreed to look further into the idea as part of the nationwide base closure and realignment 
process. By law, before the commission takes a final vote at least two commissioners must visit 
Galena. 

Galena, a village of about 700 people 275 miles west of Fairbanks, used to host a small Air Force 
station and several jets on 24-hour alert. The jets were there to intercept Soviet aircraft that 
entered U.S. airspace. 

That need has diminished in recent years, said Craig Hall, senior analyst with the Defense Base 
Closure and Reatignment Commission. Jets haven't been based in Galena, even on alert, for two 
to three years, Hall said, and the field is now classed as a "forward operating location." 

"The security environment has changed and the requirement for FOLs may no longer be valid," 
Hall said. 

Intercept flights now come out of Elmendorf Air Force Base near Anchorage, Hall said. 

w With the expected arrival of new, faster FA-22s at Elmendorf in 2008, the need for forward bases 
will be further diminished, Hall said. Whatever role Galena is still fulfilling could be handled by 
Eielson Air Force Base near Fairbanks, he said. And, he said, that would be true regardless o f  
whether the commission and Congress approve the Defense Department's separate 
recommendation to remove most aircraft and personnel from Eielson. 

The  Galena proposal was one of 12 possible closures or realignments suggested by the 
commission in a July 1 letter to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. The letter asked the 
department why it hadn't proposed the 12. 

In a letter of response, defense officials said ending the contracts and assigning Galena's role to 
Eielson raised no objections from the North American Aerospace Defense Command or the U.S. 
Northern Command. 

Commissioner Lloyd Newton asked Tuesday whether the Galena airfield would remain open and 
available as an alternative landing site for military jets, even if the Air Force contracts go away. 

Hall assured him that it would stay open. He also said the Allen Army Airfield at Fort Greely has 
been upgraded in recent years for the anival of national missile defense interceptors. It also can 
serve as an  alternative landing site for fighters. 

Put Monmouth in 'mega base,' but don't close it, say NJ officials 
Associated Press 
July 8, 2005 

w 



Press Comments 
Commissioner Newton 

BRAC 2005 

w Fort Monmouth should remain open and merge into a Pentagon-recommended "mega base" of 
three other Garden Stale military installations, New Jersey officials on Friday told a seemingly 
receptive federal panel that is considering whether to recommend shuttering the Army post. 

"It's certainly what the secretary of defense is trying to accomplish in this transformation to build 
more jointness into our warfighting capability, readiness and training, research and development," 
Anthony Principi, chairman of the nine-member Base Realignment and Closure Commission, 
said afler a two-hour hearing. 

The  Pentagon in May said Fort Monmouth should close and more than 2,000 of its jobs move to 
the Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. The Pentagon also recommended merging the 
Lakehurst Naval Air Station with nearby Fort Dix and McGuire Air Force Base, creating the 
nation's only "mega base" of Army, Air Force and Navy installations, since they work together on 
various projects. 

In a presentation to BRAC commissioners, federal lawmakers, retired military officials and local 
leaders from New Jersey said Fort Monmouth, an Army research and development installation 
that already works with the other bases, should be included in the merger. 

"It would just formalize what already is a reality," said Rep. Rush Holt, D-Pemington, whose 
district includes Fort Monmouth. 

The idea o f  Fort Monmouth joining the mega base was just one of several key points to which the 
commissioners seemed receptive after the BRAC regional hearing held at Goucher College. 

w Another shared worry was that of a so-called "brain drain," whkh refers to the approximately 80 
percent of Fort Monrnouth's workers who said they would not relocate to Aberdeen, according to 
a poll commissioned by a private group working to keep Fort Monmouth open. 

All four of the commissioners at the hearing expressed serious resenrations about losing such 
experience in comments they made after the presentations from New Jersey, Maryland and 
Delaware officials. 

"We know that when you take an organization and you want to move the mission, i t  takes some 
time, some resources, to rebuild," said commissioner Lloyd Newton, a retired Air Force general. 
"Whether they (the Pentagon) took all the studies and analyses that they needed to do to make 
sure they could do this without compromising our men and women, that's something we  continue 
to look at." 

Paul Gaffney, chairman of the Governor's Commission to Support and Enhance New Jersey's 
Military and Coast Guard Installations, said it would take I0 years before Aberdeen's workforce 
would be at the same skill level of today's Fort Monmouth employees. 

Commissioner Philip Coyle, a former assistant defense secretary in the Clinton administration, 
praised the New Jersey group for including in its presentation how many employees did move 
from one military installation to another in past BRAC rounds. The number of people who did 
make the move was always relatively small, around 16 to  20 percent. 

The New Jersey group also said the Pentagon's estimated one-time cost of $822 million to close 

\u 
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Fort Monmouth and move jobs to Aberdeen would cost two or three times as much because the 

w Maryland post does not have the facilities to house Fort Monrnouth's equipment. 

Principi said after the hearing that the BRAC commissioners and their staff need to analyze 
carefully all the financial data. 

"This is not just about saving money, it's about national security, so dollars can be saved and used 
for modernization to ensure troops have enough equipment," Principi said. 

Rep. Frank Pallone, D-Long Branch, said he  was heartened that the commissioners "seem to be 
thinking the same way we are." 

The New Jersey group also asked the commissioners not to retire 16 planes from the 108th Air 
Refueling Wing at McCuire Air Force Base, another Pentagon recommendation. 

The Pentagon targeted Fort Monmouth in the 1988 and 1993 base closings rounds for major 
reductions in its work force, but the post was kept open. 

A majority of the nine BRAC commissioners can vote to take an installation off the closure list i t  
will send to President Bush in September. Bush can only accept or deny the entire package 
submitted by the commission. If Bush accepts the recommendations, the list becomes final within 
45 legislative days, unless Congress passes a joint resolution to block the entire package. 

If the president rejects the recommendations, the commission has until Oct. 20 to submit a revised 
list. In November, Bush would have to approve or  disapprove the revised reconunendations. 

' w Base closing commissioner wraps up visit in Limestone 
Associated Press 
June 28,2005 

A member of the base closing commission had words of praise for workers at the Defense 
Finance Accounting Service center on Tuesday but he offered no assurances that the Pentagon's 
plan to close the facility will be overturned. 

About 100 to 200 DFAS supporters wearing bright yellow T-shirts lined the road leading to the 
facility as retired Air Force Gen. Lloyd Newton arrived shortly after 10 a.m. for a tour, a briefing 
and a meeting with employees. 

Joining Newton at the facility at the former Loring Air Force Base hospital were Gov. John 
Baldacci and U.S. Rep Michael Michaud. 

Afterward, Newton said workers were "doing a very, very important job for our Department of 
Defense, and that comes through very, very loud and clear." 

But he said he could make no promises to the 353 workers other than to say that the full Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission would evaluate the Pentagon's proposal and make an 
independent recommendation on which, if any, DFAS centers should be eliminated to save 
money. 
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The Pentagon currently has 26 DFAS centers across the country, and Defense Secretary Donald 
'Ily Rumsfeld wants to reduce that number to three. 

The  Grow DFAS Committee is pushing to expand the Limestone facility. Its co-chairman, Carl 
Flora, who serves as president of the Loring Development Authority, said the Defense 
Department gave the Limestone location low marks because it's not in an urban area with access 
to a large pool of potential workers. 

But Flora said there are plenty of people in northern Maine who would be happy to work at the 
center, where the average salary is $33,000. 

In fact, there's so much demand for the jobs that it takes only 9.2 days on average for the DFAS 
Limestone to fill a job vacancy, which is fastest time in the entire defense accounting system. The 
center in Alexandria, Va., for example, takes 44 days to fill a job, and the center in Kansas City 
takes 133 days. 

The  DFAS center was established more than a decade ago to ease the impact of the shutdown of 
Loring Air Force Base during an earlier round of base closings. Loring's closing eliminated 4,500 
military jobs and 1,100 civilian jobs. 

The center was the last Maine site to be visited by a BRAC commissioner in advance of the 
panel's July 6 hearing in Boston that will focus on New England bases that are targeted for 
closure o r  realignment. 

Commissioners have already vislted Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, which would be shut down 

w under the Pentagon plan, and Brunswick Naval Air Station, which would remain open but lose all 
its aircraft and half of its military personnel. 

T h e  panel has a Sept. 8 deadline to come up with its own list of recommendations and present it 
to President Bush, who then has the options of accepting i t  in its entirety, rejecting it or asking the 
commission for revisions. 

Civic leaders, civilian workers rally for military payroll jobs 
Associated Press 
June 23. 2005 

A member of the Pentagon's base-closing commission got a firsthand look at the city's military 
payroll office on Thursday and offered a sliver of hope to civic leaders and employees trying to 
save its 1.000 jobs. 

Retired Air Force Gen. Lloyd Newton toured the skyscraper home of the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service with Gov. Bob Taft and hometown members of Congress. He said he would 
forward what he had learned to fellow commission members. 

"There is some cost data that may be different, there may be a discrepancy there. The department 
may not have had all of it," Newton told reporters in the lobby of the Celebrezze Federal 
Building, where the payroll agency occupies 14 floors. 

Newton declined to specify what cost-saving considerations he had learned, but politicians trying 
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lilrrr 
to preserve thejobs have focused on a proposal to reduce agency rent by constructing a new 
office building for DFAS. 

U.S. Reps. Dennis Kucinich, Stephanie Tubbs Jones and Steven LaTourette have complained that 
the higher rent charged DFAS in Cleveland by the federal General Services Administration has 
put the jobs at a disadvantage compared to other cities that also have DFAS jobs. 

The  base-closing commission plans a hearing Monday in Buffalo, N.Y., to consider appeals from 
the region challenging recommended base closings and consolidations. 

The Department of Defense wants to combine DFAS payroll and accounting work in 
Indianapolis, Denver and Columbus, Ohio. 

Under the base closing plan, Ohio stands to lose 1,000 jobs at an Air National Guard Base in 
Mansfield and 50 at the NASAGlenn Research Center in Cleveland. Overall, Ohio would gain 
about 241 additional jobs, including 1,758 at the Defense Supply Center in Columbus and 
suburban Whitehall and 494 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton. 

Newton acknowledged that sentiment around the country to preserve hometown jobs made it 
difficult to consider closing military bases or facilities, but he said the commission was 
determined to focus on the well-being of the nation's military. 

"We need to find every way we possibly can to insure that every dollar that is being spent is being 
spent for the absolute need of our men and women in uniform," Newton said. 

'Ipl "The more I go and visit a location, the more difficult my job becomes," he  said. 

After Newton's tour, Mayor Jane Canlpbell and other elected officials made the city's pitch for 
the jobs at a rally at a downtown park overlooking Lake Erie. 

DFAS employees wearing green "Keep Cleveland DFAS" T-shirts mentioned a common 
concern: they do good work and don't want their jobs shifted elsewhere. 

"The agency needs to stay in Cleveland," said Vanessa Lawson, 47, a 21 -year DFAS veteran from 
Cleveland Heights. "We're good. If you go by the quality of work, it's the best." 

Lawson, heading off for a free hot dog lunch offered to rally participants, said the city's poverty 
rate, the worst among the nation's big cities, was an additional reason Cleveland shouldn't lose the 
DFAS jobs. 

Tamara Davis, 49, of Cleveland, who works in a Social Security Administration office in the 
same building, said she has been impressed by the professionalism of the DFAS staff, which 
prepares military payroll and retirement checks. 

"People need jobs. Their professionalism is real good," she said 

Fort's fate up in air Mulling post closure, BRAC officials tour Eatontown installation 
Asbury Park Press (New Jersey) 
June 4 ,2005 
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.(r3r EATONTOWN - The head of a federal commission considering the closure of Fort Monmouth 
said Friday that a tour of the post raised questions about the Pentagon's recommendation to close 
the Army installation. 

"I think our job has become more difficult," said Anthony Principi, chairman of the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. "I think we have a better understanding of  Fort 
Monmouth. A lot of questions were raised in our own minds." 

That's exactly what supporters hoped to hear. 

"I don't think we could have had a better day," said Frank Muzzi, a defense contractor and 
member of  the Patriots Alliance, a lobbying group formed to keep Fort Monmouth open. "I think 
the message got through." 

But neither Principi nor Retired Air Force Gen. Lloyd Newton, another BRAC commissioner 
who toured the post, would say whether the visit would scuttle last month's Pentagon 
recommendation to close the fort. 

"No decisions have been made," Newton said. "We work very hard not to come to any decisions 
while we're here." 

Fort Monmouth, with 5,552 civilian and military employees, is the largest Army post among the 
33 major military installations to be recommended for closure by the Pentagon in a cost-cutting 
measure. The only installation in New Jersey slated for closure, the fort estimates it is responsible w for 22,774 jobs statewide and pumping $3.24 billion a year into the state's economy. 

Under the Pentagon's plan, Fort Monmouth would be eliminated and its work as a research center 
for cornrnunications, surveillance and reconnaissance systems would be transfered largely to 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. 

That decision was attacked almost immediately by the entire New Jersey congressional 
delegation, as well as state. county and municipal leaders as flawed, unnecessary and expensive. 

Those leaders, along with about 150 local merchants, fort employees and other fort supporters 
staged a rally despite a persistent rain early Friday morning in front of the fort's main entrance on 
Route 35, demanding that the area's largest employer stay open. 

"We dare not, dare not allow the work at Fort Monmouth to be intempted," said U.S. Rep. Rush 
D. Holt, D-N.J., who along with Rep. Frank J. pallone Jr. co-chairs the Save Our Fort Committee, 
a group dedicated to keeping the fort open. "Soldiers in the field depend daily on the work here 
by the men and women of New Jersey." 

Holt was one of a battalion of elected leaders who addressed the crowd of supporters huddled 
under umbrellas Friday morning. 

Touting the economic benefits of Fort Monmouth and its contribution to soldiers in lraq and 
Afghanistan also were U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine, D-N.J.. state Senator Ellen Karcher, D-Monmouth, 
Assemblymen Sean Kean, R-Monmouth, and Michael Panter, D-Monmouth, Freeholder Ted 
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Narozanick, and the mayors of Eatontown, Tinton Falls, Sluewsbury and Oceanport. 

Supporters argue that only about 20 percent of the post's highly-skilled work force would transfer 
to  hlaryland if Fort Monmouth is closed. 

Calling that a "brain-drain" that would be difficult, if not impossible, to duplicate, and a move 
that would hurt soldiers who depend on the technology developed at the fort, ofticials called on 
the BRAC commjssioners to scuttle the Pentagon's plans. 

During an afternoon press conference Principi said the BRAC commission would "carefully look 
at the percentage of people who would move" to Aberdeen. 

"At a time of  war, we need to look at that very carefully," he said. 

Jim Snodgrass, a Morganville resident and a civilian engineer and computer network designer, 
said he would be hard-pressed to move from New Jersey if the fort closed. 

Snodgrass, the father of three young children, said although he has not completely ruled out 
moving should the fort close, it would be a last resort. 

"This was the last move I was going to make," said Snodgrass, 34, who moved from Ohio to New 
Jersey when he took his post at the fort a decade ago. "My wife is my first love, New Jersey is my 
second." 

James McMurray, of Ocean Township, was more adamant. 

w 
'I'm not going anywhere," said McMurray, 66, an engineer working for a defense contractor at the 
base. He  said that rather than move from the fort where he has worked for 20 years, he would 
consider retiring. 

But he expressed concern over the younger engineers and contractors who would not move if the 
post was closed. 

"You've got a lot of built up expertise here that's just going to go away," McMurray said. 

The Pentagon's list, while not final, outlines the most sweeping changes to its network of military 
bases in modem history. In addition to shuttering 33 major facilities in 22 states, it would 
reconfigure hundreds of others. 

But the nine-member BRAC Commission will review those reconmendations and has until early 
September to make revisions before submitting its own reconunendations to the president. 
Commissions in the previous four rounds of base closures - which date back to the 1980s - have 
endorsed about 85 percent of the Pentagon's recommendations. If President Bush accepts the 
recommendations, the list becomes final within 45 legislative days, unless Congress passes a joint 
resolution to block the entire package. 

If the president rejects the recommendations, the commission has until Oct. 20 to submit a revised 
list. In November, Bush would have to approve or  disapprove the revised recommendations. 
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w Visits to bases targeted by the Pentagon are part of that review process. It also gives supporters 
the opportunity to make the case for reversing the Pentagon's decision. 

Acting Gov. Codey and other elected officials, joined Principi and Newton during a lunch 
meeting following the commissioners' tour, where the pair visited severaI engineering facilities. 

Calling the fort a "center of excellence" that contributes to the war effort in Iraq, Codey blasted 
the Pentagon's decision to close the fort as the "wrong idea at the wrong time," while praising the 
BRAC commissioners for conducting an "open process" that includes input from those affected 
by their decisions. 

Following the press conference, officials were cautiously optimistic about getting the message 
across about the importance of the fort. 

"Anytime you're put on a BRAC list, it's an uphill battle," Holt said. "But I'm encouraged." 

"Clearly we're getting the point across," Pallone said. "I think we made progress today." 

"We can be assured that the two commissioners who came here today came to do  an honest 
assessment," said Rep. Christopher H. Smith. R-N.J. "In the end, I believe Fort Monmouth will be 
saved." 

Local News Articles 

w Language institute a long shot for Utah; BR4C: The  commission votes to take a look a t  new 
homes  f o r  3 graduate schools run  by Pentagon 
Salt Lake Tribune 
Ju ly  20,2005 

WASHINGTON -- The Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted Tuesday to take 
another look at the future of the Defense Language Institute in California, but Utah's military 
advocates say bringing the coveted school to the state may be a long shot. 

The commission voted 8-0 to take a broad look at identifying the best situation for three 
Pentagon-run graduate schools -- the language institute and Naval Postgraduate School in 
Monterey, Calif., and the Air Force Institute of Technology in Ohio. 

Vicki McCall, president of the Utah Defense Alliance, said "there was so much anlbiguity" in the 
commission's discussion, that it is hard to tell what they will consider. "Even the conunissioners 
are not really sure what this means right now," she said. 

But she said her impression from talks with commissioners, including former Utah Rep. Jim 
Hansen, is that they are looking at leaving them unchanged or combining the three schools at one 
location, which probably would rule out Utah. 

"It's a stretch to think we're going to get it, but I would not deny there's an opportunity, because 
now it's being discussed for closure," McCall said, but her sense is the commission is not looking 

w to relocate the language institute. 
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w The state has long had its eye on the school, located on the California coast south of San 
Francisco, and there has been discussion of moving the facility since 1991, in part because of the 
expense in keeping it where it is. 

In 1994, the state submitted a proposal to the Army to move the language school to Hill Air Force 
Base and partner it with Brigham Young University's nationally renowned language program. 

Utah's bid was taken seriously at the time, but any plans to relocate the language institute were 
scuttled through a combination of some financial incentives offered by the city of Monterey, and 
opposition from President Clinton's chief of staff Leon Panetta, who had represented Monterey in 
Congress. 

The Defense Language Institute employs about 1,300 civilian workers, including 800 faculty. It 
offers courses in about 25 different languages to 3,000 students annually from each branch of the 
service. 

Utah officials continue to believe the state would be a good fit for the school, because of the 
language programs at the state's universities and the large number of returned LDS missionaries 
who are bilingual. 

In this round, the Pentagon did not recommend any changes to the three graduate schools in its 
closure and realignment list released in May, but the cornrnjssion revived the potential for 
changes by including it on its list. 

w Retired Gen. Lloyd Newton expressed reservations that the commission would only look at 
moving all three facilities to Monterey, "taking it to a high-cost area." 

"I don't have a problem in engaging in a process of deciding whether we should combine these 
functions. I do have a problem in that, seemingly, we have already decided where these functions 
should go," he said. "Instead of studying this to see if it should go to Monterey, we should be 
studying this to see where is the best place for it to go." 

That sentiment was supported by other commissioners and the staff. "We don't want to preclude 
any options here. We want to look at the best option," said retired Admiral Harold Gehman, Jr. 

The commission will hear from the communities that could be affected by changes to the schools 
and will vote Aug. 22 on any final action. It would take votes from seven of the nine 
commissioners to close or realign any of the facilities. 

Base-Closing Proposals For  Virginia Questioned; 
Cit ing London Attack, Officials Defend Some Facilities O n  The  Block 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
Ju ly  8, 2005 

U.S. Sen. John W. Warner, mindful of yesterday's terrorist attack in London, hours later criticized 
a Defense Department proposal to protect more than 20,000 federal workers by moving their jobs 
from areas surrounding the Pentagon while other workers and residents remain more vulnerable. 
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' w "We don't value one life or limb of a public servant over and above that of the private sector. 
We're all in this thing together," the Republican senator told reporters after a Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission hearing yesterday in Arlington. 

The  department wants to move jobs from leased space in Arlington and its surroundings to save 
money, asserting it is generally more expensive to lease space than own it. 

Most of the space does not meet anti-terrorism protection standards requiring Department of 
Defense offices to be set back 82 feet from the nearest curb, and much of the space is near Metro 
subway stations. 

During the hearing, Warner told the commission that he believes Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld did not adhere to congressional law governing the base-closure process when Rumsfeld 
recommended shifting jobs from Arlington to other parts of Northern Virginia and to other states. 

'Law was not followed' 

"I must respectfilly tell you that the law was not followed," said Warner, who helped draft the 
provisions. "I cannot recall in my 17 years of association with the BRAC process when 
installations within a specific region were targeted by the Department of Defense for specific 
scrutiny and recommendations for realignment or closure." 

Warner testified before BR4C commissioners under oath, along with Virginia Gov. Mark R. 
Warner, a Democrat, U.S. Sen. George Allen, R-Va., other members of congress and local - - 
officials. w 
The trio o f  top elected leaders primarily pressed their case to preserve jobs in Arlington, keep 
open Fort Monroe in Hampton, which Pentagon officials have targeted for closure, and undo 
plans to shift some operations fiom Fort Eustis in Newport News and the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center at Dahlgren in King George County. 

They also expressed concern over the commission's inquiry last week into why the department 
did not recommend moving the Navy flight squadron at Oceana in Virginia Beach to Moody Air 
Force Base in Georgia. 

Virginia, which has 31 major military installations and employs more than 250,000 military and 
civilian defense workers, faces a net job loss of 1,574 under the Pentagon recommendations. 

Two sites identified 

Jay Fisette, chairman of the Arlington County Board of Supervisors, said sending jobs out of that 
locality, even if to other Northern Virginia sites such as Fort Belvoir or Marine Corps Base 
Quantico, would send the wrong message to terrorists. 

"It would be the ultimate win for the terrorists," he told commissioners. 

Arlington officials have identified two sites within the county that they say would offer increased 
security for federal workers at a lower cost than moving employees elsewhere. 
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Allen said shifting jobs too far would disrupt an "extraordinary synergy" that has resulted from 
the military, technology and science conmunities working in close proximity to one another and 
the Pentagon. 

"We ought to be tearing down barriers" rather than creating obstacles to such cooperation, he 
testified. 

The  Virginia delegation said a number of defense department recommendations are based on 
flawed data. 

For example, Allen said, the cost of environmental and other cleanup at Fort Monroe could top $1 
billion, or four times earlier estimates and easily eclipse estimated savings. 

Hampton Mayor Ross A. Kearney I1 cautioned that Fort Monroe also might include the site of 
slave and Indian burial grounds, and that the Catholic Church could lay claim to some land if 
ownership were to revert from the federal government to the state. 

A September deadline 

"I don't think the United States government wants to take on Pope Benedict," he said to laughrer. 

Gov. Warner said Oceana has ample room for current and future air operations. Allen added that 
it is "not a unique or unusual situation" for a landing site such as Oceana to face encroachment by 
development. 

The commission must make its final recommendations to President Bush by early September. 
Adding a site, such as Oceana, to the defense department's recommended list of closures or 
realignments would require the vote of seven of the panel's nine members. 

Gov. Warner invited commission members to ask questions at the conclusion of the hearing, but 
none did. Commission member Lloyd Newton said afterward that many panel members already 
had the information in hand, had spoken with Virginia officials and, in some cases, had visited 
sites. 

"If we had questions today, we would have asked them," he said. 

BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi told reporters that "serious encroachment issues" exist at 
Oceana. Later, speaking to colleagues in an elevator, he said Fort Monroe is a "beautiful piece of  
property" that is ripe for development. 

As the meeting closed, Sen. Warner urged commission members to deliberate carefully. 

"We awakened this morning to learn how fragile life is wherever in the world the terrorists wish 
to destroy," he said. "This is a nation at war. I say to you most fervently, we cannot make any 
missteps." 

Brac Commissioners Tour Peninsula Bases, But Not Oceana 
Virginia Pilot 
May 26,2005 
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'w HAMPTON --Their first-day itinerary included a local naval hospital and shipyard, then lunch 
and a "windshield tour" of the world's largest Navy base. On day two Wednesday, they ate 
breakfast at historic Fort Monroe before visiting Fort Eustis. 

But what Anthony Principi and Lloyd Newton didn't do during their mid-week field trip to 
Hampton Roads might be just as significant: The two commissioners who will help decide the 
h t u r e  of the nation's military bases stayed away from Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia 
Beach. 

The Naky's biggest East Coast jet base escaped major changes in Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld's May 13 recommendations for closing and realigning military 

facilities. But during hearings last week in Washington, one of the nine appointed commissioners 
-- retired Army general James T. Hill -- said he was surprised that Oceana wasn't slated for 
closure because of the residential and commercial development that has grown up around it. 

Principi, chairman of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, and Newton, a 
retired Air Force general , said Wednesday that it was premature to think about adding Oceana to 
the list, a move that would require the support of seven members. 

Principi said there was "very, very significant encroachment at Oceana," but no decision has been 
made whether "to even consider" recoinmending the base for closure. 

lrrr 
"We feel no need to really visit Oceana at this point. We don't want to send signals that arenot 
already there," Newton said. "It is not on the list; ... if for some reason i t  was added, then it gives 
us that opportunity to go and visit." 

That's not the case at Fort Monroe in Hampton, a 180-year-old A m y  post Rumsfeld proposed 
closing. The base's main tenant, headquarters of the Anny's Training and Doctrine Command, 
would shift to Fort Eustis in Newport News. Eustis' mission would be changed significantly, with 
2,100 positions sent elsewhere. 

At a news conference Wednesday, the pair said they were committed to making sure that 
Rumsfeld's recommendations were supported by solid data on bases' military value, the cost of 
environmental clean-up and the economic effect on communities. 

"I can assure you we're not a rubber stamp," Principi said. "We are independent. We're going to 
do  our own comprehensive assessment." 

Members o f  the commission will visit at least 70 bases across the country during the next two 
months and will hold 16 public hearings. Commissioners have until Sept. 8 to submit 
recommendations for closure and realignment to President Bush. 

Principi and ~ e w t o n s a i d  Wednesday that their meetings with the commanders of Norfolk Naval 
Station and Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth seemed to indicate that those facilities could 
handle the influx of a combined 4,800 jobs. 

Rumsfeld's plan to shut down a naval shipyard in Kittery, Maine, would bring more than 1,700 
w 
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cut civilian jobs to the local yard; the reconmendation to shutter New London Submarine Base in 
Connecticut would result in another 2,800 positions shifting to Norfolk. 

"Indeed, there's a lot of congestion in Norfolk, but it seems to me, preliminarily, that they do have 
the capacity, the pier space," Principi said of Norfolk Naval Station. 

Principi said they learned that the shipyard would require some construction to make it ready to 
accept a submarine maintenance depot from New England. 

Next week, Principi and Newton -- along with one or two other commissioners, the chairman said 
-- will visit Maine and Connecticut to learn about the places the jobs would come from. 
Communities and legislators in New England are promising a big fight to keep their facilities 
open. 

Hampton Mayor Ross Kearney I1 said he was pleased that the conunissioners were open to 
hearing about alternatives to closure. The city has proposed building an office complex on the 
base, then leasing the space back to the military. Principi said similar arrangements have come 
out of past base-closure rounds. 

"I don't think they came here with their minds made up," Kearney said. 

Opinions/ Editorials 
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h'ntiorral N e w s  Articles 

BRAC commissioners question consolidation of bonibcrs 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 

At a Monday hearing, cornrnissioncr Sariiltel Skinner also qucstiorled the corisolitlutior~ 
strotegv. 
Skinner, a,for-rrier Trarispor.tation Departnierit Secrcmry, asked Peritogori officitrls l i h t  
li.o~tld happeri if a "niajor catastrophe" took out the eritircj7cet at Djess. 
"It is clear- tlrnt tlrey are ~~~tlrierable."Skitrner said.. 

Commission considers closing 5 more military bases 
Knight Ridder Washington Bureau 
July 20,2005 

"It seenis to uie there's a good org~trne~~t riot to close it, " said coniniis.riorier Srrrriucl K. 
Skinner. Closiriy the base w~ould hmv salted $ 674 rnilliori, but ~ o u l d  halv rriearit losing 
niore than 6,600 military arid ci~ilian positions -- niore fhan IOpercerit ofjobs iri the 
Grand Forks area, accordiriy to an Air Force analysis. 

Commission votes against adding Pearl Harbor shipyard for closure 
Associated Press 
July 19,2005 

Tlie iswe or1 Por.tsnrouth is whether we need the capacity, arid we \till study that. "raid 
corrirrrissior~ nierrihc.r nrrd,forrrrer Trarisportatiori Secretary Sarrilrcl Skinner. 

BRAC commission hears how Army realignment will build future force 
US Department of Defense Information 
Rlay 18,2005 

Corririiissioner Sarnrtel Skinner asked abo~tt the closrrre ofNtrrioria1 Guard arid Reser7.e 
centers, and their consolidation into joint centers. 
"I grtess it's like 'Field of Drearns. ' You're saying that ~fyoit build tliese ~.orld-class 

,fnciliries, you hope (he Guard will come," Skittttcr said. 
Army secretary defends base closing plan, acknowledges some worries 
The Associated Press 
Rlay IS, 2005 

Coriiriiissioner Jarnes Bilbray said jf loo few civilian workers niovedfiom Fort 
Afo~rrnoltth, it coitld take years for the Arniy to rebuild the post's niission at Aberdeeri, 
arid that rnight be ill-advised during ongoing iiiilitary corq7icts in Iraq nnd Afghariistari. 

Local  News  .4rticles 

Brac Voice Defends Northeast; Chairman: 'Wrong' To Hit New England llard 
Hart ford Courant 
July 20,2005 

"Tl~e Ntny has a problern, a .serYousproblcm. " said Cornniissioner Satntrel K. Skinner. 
.fo~-n~er trarisportatiori SCCI-ctary, referring to the jet base 
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Oceana in the cross hairs 
Virginia Pilot 
July 20, 2005 

"This is a hrrge, huge challenge. " said Comniissioner Sar~~uel Skinner, a,fornier Il71ife 
House chiefq/sfofl Because identfiing a suitable olferriati~~e 10 Oceana is such a 
corr~plexprocess, 'Y ddont fhirik u.e can get the aristi8er MT ~ ~ a r i ~ "  b&re the Sepf. 8 
deadlir~e, Skirtrtcr iriifially srrggesfed. 

Base-closing panel hears from Pentagon 
The Plain Dealer (Cleveland) 
July 19,2005 

BR4C corrirr~issiorier Sar~ilrcl Skinner called the DFAS consolidation an "exrr.aor-diriary 
trnd cornmeridable qfjbrf, " nnd asked /IOU, quickly it could be implernen~ed. 

San Diego base needed, Marines say; MILITARY: Officials fight to keep the recruit depot 
off a federal panel's proposed closure list. 
Press Enterprise (California) 
July 19, 2005 

"I'rnjrrsf tryirig to undersfarid i f ,  "said cornr~iissiorier- Sarn~iel Skinrrcr. "H71at r~iakcs the 
Marine Corps arid rlicir rmniririg so djfferent ~hari ariy of'fhesc orher seriliccs?" 

Pentagon's Air Guard cuts are  assailed Commissioners order top officials to revise plans for 
closings 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
July 19,2005 

Som Skinner, ariorher conmissiorier arid Illinois residerif uho serivd in.fir.rner Presidertf 
George Bush's Cabirict, said the model relarionship ornorig [he Air Force. Guard arid 
Rescnw is riow irrtper.iled.. 

Connecticut: Pentagon stacked deck against Groton base 
Associated Press State and Local Wire 
July 7, 2005 

Corwnissiorier Samuel K. Skinner suggested that Groton might be able to  house 
the  entirc Atlantic.fleer, ~ , i t h  Norfolk serving as bnck~p space i f  t l ie fkct  grolqx 

Natiorial News Articles 

BRAC commissioners question consolidation of bombers 
Associated Press 
July 20,2005 
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u3r Former Utah Rep. James Hansen, one of the nine commissioners on the Base Closing and 
Realignment Commission, said Wednesday that South Dakota's congessional delegation has a 
good argument for keeping Ellsworth Air Force Base open. 

Ilansen said he is concerned about the consolidation of  the nation's fleet of  Bl-B bombers at 
Dyess Air Force Base in Texas. Under the Pentagon's recommendations released in May, 
Ellsworth's 29 bombers would join the rest of the fleet at Dyess. 

The delegation has argued that consolidating the bombers could make them an easy target for 
terrorist attacks or other disasters. 

"Ellsworth is a strategically located base and i t  has a tremendous track record and local support," 
Hansen said. "It's a tough decision." 

The BRAC commission will make the final decisions on the reconunendations before the list 
heads to  the White House and Congress for an up-or-down vote. A base can be dropped from the 
Pentagon list if five out of the nine commissioners agree. 

At a Monday hearing, commissioner Samuel Skinner also questioned the consolidation strategy. 

Skinner, a former Transportation Department Secretary, asked Pentagon officials what would 
happen if a "major catastrophe" took out the entire fleet at Dyess. 

"It is clear that they are vulnerable," Skinner said. 

'w Gen. Michael Moseley, Air Force vice chief of staff, responded that the numbers of B-1 Bs has 
decreased over time and the decision is "not inconsistent" with the consolidation of  other fleets of 
aircraft. 

Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., said Wednesday the commissioners' comments are a good sign. 

"It is an argument that is penetrating the debate among the conmlissioners, and I think that's a 
positive thing," he said. 

Johnson said that Tuesday's commission vote to add several bases to the Pentagon list is also 
promising. 

"It's a further encouraging sign that the BRAC doesn't take the Department of Defense 
recommendations as gospel," he said. 

The state's other senator, Republican John Thune, said Wednesday that that Ellsworth still faces 
an uphill battle with the commission. 

"I think the whole process is a fluid process and I don't think at this point you can draw any 
conclusions," he said. "There is a lot of pressure on them to achieve savings." 

Thune plans to offer an amendment to a defense bill on the Senate floor this week that would 
delay the BRAC process completely 
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Commission considers closing 5 more military bases 
Knight Ridder Washington Bureau 
Ju ly  20, 2005 

WASHINGTON -- An independent base-closing panel voted Tuesday to add five bases to the list 
of dozens of facilities that the Pentagon wants to close or downsize. 

Those voted onto the list for possible closure or realignment were Naval Air Station Brunswick, 
h4aine; the Navy's Broadway Complex in San Diego, Calif.; the Navy's Master Jet Base in 
Oceana, Va.; Pope Air Force Base, N.C.; and Galena Airport Forward Operating Location in 
Alaska. 

Considered but kept off the list were Grand Forks Air Force Base, N.D.. Moody Air Force Base. 
Ga., the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego, and the Navy's repair shipyard at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. 

Adding bases to the list doesn't necessarily mean they will be closed or downsized, said Anthony 
Principi, chairman of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 

"Our deliberations today may add further bases for further consideration and consideration only," 
Principi said, "not because we have determined that we need to realign or close more bases than 
the secretary of defense has recommended, but because we  want to make sure the best closure 
and r ea l ipnen t  choices are made consistent with the criteria established by law." 

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld in May sent the commission a list of 33 major bases to 
be closed and 29 to be realigned. The Pentagon says that closing or downsizing the bases will 
save $ 3 9  billion over the next 20 years and help shift the military from a Cold War structure to a 
more streamlined force better suited for the demands of the war on terrorism. 

If the full plan goes through, more than 26,000 jobs would be lost. 

Principi said the nine-member commission was "acutely aware of the anxieties communities 
experience" when faced with the prospect of losing a base. At least two commissioners from the 
ninemember pane1 will visit the five bases added to the list to determine whether they should be 
added to  the final selection of closures. The commission also will hold community meetings to 
hear concerns about the econonlic impact. 

The conunission is expected to complete deliberations in late August and then forward the closure 
list to President Bush by Sept. 8. 

Bush could send the list back to the commission for revisions or approve i t  and send it to 
Congress. Congress must vote to accept or  reject the list in its entirety. 

The commission voted 6 to 3 to keep Grand Forks Air Force Base off the list. Several 
co~nmissioners voiced concern about the Air Force's plan to move 44 KC-] 35 air-refueling 
tankers out of the base while keeping i t  open for an unspecified number of unmanned aerial 
vehicles. 

Defense officials told the panel Monday that the Pentagon originally planned to close the base, w 
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w but then decided to keep it  open for Predator and Global Hawk unmamied aircraft that would be 
operated by a nearby Air National Guard unit. 

"It seems to me there's a good argument not to close it," said commissioner Samuel K. Skinner. 
Closing the base would have saved $674 million, but would have meant losing more than 6,600 
military and civilian positions -- more than 10 percent ofjobs in the Grand Forks area, according 
to  an Air Force analysis. 

The  N a ~ y ' s  Oceana jet training base, which was added to the list, is the Na\y's primary jet 
training facility on the East Coast. 

The  commission rejected an alternative proposal that involved shifting 240 jets to Moody Air 
Force Base, Ga., and shifting Air Force assets out of Moody. But the plan faced opposition from 
both communities. The cost of building new hangars, runways and other facilities was more than 
$ 500 million. 

Conlmissioner James T.  Hill, a retired A m y  general, noted that the N a ~ y  has wanted to close 
Oceana base because of encroaching development from surrounding Virginia Beach, Va., but 
doesn't have any feasible alternative. 

Commission votes against adding Pearl Harbor shipyard for closure 
Associated Press 
July 19,2005 

w A close vote by the base closure commission Tuesday kept the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard off a 
list of reconmended military base closures. 

Only five members of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission voted to add the Hawaii 
facility to the list, short of the seven of the nine votes were required to include it. 

Hawaii's congressional delegation and union leaders at the shipyard welcomed the decision, 
saying it was good not only for Hawaii but for U.S. security. 

"We were able to demonstrate that the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard provides a huge boost to our 
military capability in the Asia-Pacific region," U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, said in a 
statement. "Without this capability, the fleet would simply fall far short in its mission of 
maintaining a stable environment in the Pacific." 

Matt Hamilton, president of the Hawaii Federal Employees Metal Trades Council representing 
the shipyard's 15 labor unions, said word reached some workers by e-mail and was making its 
way around Tuesday morning. 

"Everybody here is the shipyard is just delighted. It's quite a relief," Hamilton said. "I'm smiling 
for the first time in the last couple of weeks." 

H e  added the decision was good for the country and not just the shipyard's workers. 

"If w e  were closed down or slated for closure, what would that show to both our friends and our 
possible rivals in the west Pacific? It's good for the people in the shipyard of course, but it's also 

'W 
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good for Hawaii and it's good for the nation," Hamilton said. 

U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, whose urban Honolulu district encompasses Pearl Harbor, said "the 
outcome reflects a lot of hard work by folks in the community, the Department ofDefense, and 
our Hawaii congressional delegation." 

The  base closure conunission threw the future of the shipyard into question after Chainiman 
Anthony Principi asked the Pentagon in a July I letter to justify why i t  reconmended keeping the 
Pearl Harbor shipyard open while closing another shipyard on the Maine-New Hampshire border. 

Setting in motion a review of whether to include the Hawaii shipyard on a closure list, the letter 
noted the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, scored higher than Pearl Harbor in terms 
o f  efficiency and military value. 

The  base-closing commission is considering whether to remove from or add to a May 13 list of 
bases the Pentagon wants to closure or realign to save money and streamline operations of the 
four service branches. 

Final decisions about the fate of bases on the list - including any added Tuesday -won't be made 
until next month. The nine-member commission must send its list with any necessary revisions to 
President Bush in September. 

On  Tuesday, conunissioners said they were not yet convinced the Maine shipyard should be 
closed even though they spared Pearl Harbor. 

"The issue on Portsmouth is whether we need the capacity, and we will study that," said 
co~nmission member and former Transportation Secretary Samuel Skinner. 

Hawaii officials, including Gov. Linda Lingle and Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannernann, had 
launched a high-profile campaign to convince the commission to save the shipyard. 

Lingle, Inouye, and other Hawaii leaders met with three of the BIWC commissioners in 
Washington, D.C., on Monday, outlining the facility's critical role to the defense of U.S. interests 
in the Asia-Pacific and its advantages over the Maine shipyard. 

Lingle sent the commission a letter explaining Pearl Harbor is a full-service facility that takes 
care of cruisers, destroyers, frigates, amphibious ships, and attack submarines while Portsmouth 
can only handle attack submarines. 

The  letter also said that Pearl Harbor has five dry-docks and is capable of accommodating an 
aircraft canier, something Portsmouth is not equipped to do. 

BRAC commission hears how Army realignment will build future force 
US Department of Defense Information 
Rlay 18,2005 

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, May 18,2005) -- The planned closures of many Ammy 
Reserve and National Guard centers and several military installations, and the return of units from 
overseas were among the primary concerns expressed when Ammy officials testified before the w 
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w Base Realignment and Closure Commission May 18. 

Under the Amy's  current recommendations, the 2005 BRAC would close 15 installations, seven 
leased sites, 176 Army Reserve installations, and 21 1 Army National Guard facilities. It will also 
create seven training "centers of excellence," seven joint technical and research facilities, and four 
joint material and logistics facilities 

Giving primary information for the Army were Secretary of the Army Francis Hawey, Amiy 
Chief of  Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Infrastructure Development Craig College. 

"The reconmendations of BRAC 2005 will holistically transform the current infrastructure into a 
streamlined portfolio of installations with an I I -percent increase in military value which. thereby, 
enables the operational Army to better meet the challenges of  the 21 st-century security 
environment," Harvey told the conunission. 

Rebase troops 

Former Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi, who chairs the conunission, started the 
questioning by asking Schoomaker about the return of troops from overseas. 

"With regard to rebasing the 70,000 overseas troops, they don't add up to 70,000 in the numbers 

w we hag,e," Principi said. 

Schoomaker said the h y ' s  portion of the 70,000 troops to be rebased is only 47,000, of which 
22,000 are in units that will stand down and be reassigned in the new modular force structure. He 
said the remainder is made up of larger units that will return from overseas and be distributed to 
large installations such as Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Lewis, Wash. and Fort Shafter, Hawaii. 

College told the commission these major moves will take place over a period of  years. 

Principi also asked if the movement of large units to Fort Bliss niight overload the area's 
communities, or lead to water-supply problems in the area's dry climate. 

"All of this is informed by the national military defense strategy which adds I0 brigades to the 
Army force structure and 34 brigades to the National Guard and Reserve," Schoomaker said. He 
said Fort Bliss offered the right mix of maneuver space, unrestricted airspace, free radio spectrum 
for the use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles and access to sister services. 

Commissioner Sue Ellen Turner asked if the closure of Red River Army Depot, Texas, called for 
in the BRAC plan is a good idea in the wake of media reports of difficulty fielding items such as 
up-armored Humvces. 

Harvey said the Army has an excess production capacity, and it will be enhanced by creating 
"centers of  excellence" in specific fields. 

w "In the past 50 years, the highest number of direct labor hours we've ever used is 25 million. By 
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w closing Red R i ~ e r  and creating centers of excellence, we can surge to 50 million direct labor 
hours," he  said. 

Transforming the National Guard, Reserve 

Comn~issioner Samuel Skinner asked about the closure of National Guard and Reserve centers, 
and their consolidation into joint centers. 

"I guess it's like 'Field of Dreams.' You're saying that if you build these world-class facilities, you 
hope the Guard will come," Skinner said. 

Schoomaker said the Army is continuing to work toward a "one-Army" concept 

"The Guard and Reserve are increasingly important to that one-Army concept," he said. "What 
we're doing is taking overstructure out of the Guard and Reserve and making them into whole 
units. You said it pretty well. We are committed to building 125 facilities with the hopes that 21 1 
state facilities will align into them." 

Specially sworn in to testify, Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, director of the Army National Guard, told 
the commission the states have cooperated with the Anny's analysis of which sites will be closed 
under the current plan. 

"These realignments started from field submissions," Schultz said. "They ha\,e been line-time 
detail reviewed by the state leaderships." 

Harvey said that the new joint centers will be constructed in the same areas as the old bases slated 
for closure. "We plan them for the same demographic area, within a 50 mile radius of  where they 
were before," he said. 

"There are two points about this," Schoomaker said. "The first is the obvious opportunity to 
improve training and retention. The second, as we  look at this movement we would expect to see 
divestiture of the old sites, and direct our hnding into these 125 centers." 

Combining bases 

Commissioner James Hill said he was pleased to see DoD "get it right" by combining Pope Air 
Force Base and Fort Bragg N.C., in the current BRAC proposal He asked why similar steps aren't 
planned for McChord Air Force Base and Fort Lewis, Wash. 

"The big difference is the Air Force's intended use of Pope. They'll be leaving only a small 
element there," College said. "So i t  makes sense to have a single entity under Army control. 
h4cChord will retain a large Air Force presence." He said the current study is to detennine how 
the bases might share suppliers and support services. 

Hill also returned to the subject of increasing the troop numbers at Fort Bliss, asking if there were 
envirotmmental issues to address. Schoomaker said the environmental issues there are minimal, 
and the base will be well served by being close to additional training pace at White Sands, and 
Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., and Yuma Proving Grounds, Ariz.  
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Hill also asked why the A m y  had decided to put its decisions regarding leased property inside 
the BRAC plan. "You could have terminated those leases if you wanted," he said. 

College said BRAC was the appropriate time to analyze and address the use of leased property. 

"If you're going to take on the issue of the high cost of leased space. it should be looked at to 
determine how that infrastructure would work to support the team. We thought BRAC is the 
precise tool to look at it in a comprehensive way, rather than taking small steps over time." 

Hill's final question concerned the move of research and development from Fort h4omouth, N.J., 
to Aberdeen Proving Ground. Harvey called the move "a judgment call," but said because 
Monmouth is relatively close to Maryland that he expects more of the high-tech specialists from 
Monmouth will make the move than would happen with a larger geographic move. 

Conmissioner Philip Coyle asked about the many differences between this round of BRAC and 
previous rounds. 

Schoomaker said the current round of BRAC is allowing the Anny to accomplish numerous goals 
as  the force structure changes. 

"We have theopportunity to set the force the way we want it to be in the future," he said. 

Army secretary defends base closing plan, acknowledges some worries 
The  Associated Press 
Rlay 18,2005 

Anny  officials said Wednesday the base closings and realignments the Pentagon is 
reconunending are necessary in a new era of terrorist threats. 

"We cannot afford to continue to operate as a static overseas base force designed to counter Cold 
War-era threats," Army Secretary Francis J. Harvey told the nine-member Base Realignment and 
Closure Conunission. 

The  Pentagon proposed closing 15 active duty Army installations, 17 leased facilities, 176 Amly 
Reserve installations and 21 1 Army National Guard facilities. The commission can change the 
plan before sending i t  to President Bush and Congress. 

hlean\vhile, South Dakota's two senators planned to introduce legislation that would delay the 
process until most troops return from the Iraq war and the Pentagon issues its Quadrennial 
Defense Review, which will evaluate the Pentagon's future strategy. The measure, if approved, 
also would nullify the list of base closings issued May 13. 

Under questioning by commissioners, Harvey said the Army had concerns about closing Fort 
Monmouth in New Jersey and moving its research and development mission to the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Maryland.. 

Of  Fort Monmouth's 5,272 employees, more than 4,600 are civilians, said Rep. Rush Holt, D- 
N.J., who attended the hearing and whose district includes the post. 
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Hanley said Army officials were concerned that many of the civilians wouldn't be willing to 
move. When the Aviation Research Group moved from St. Louis to Redstone A m y  Arsenal in 
Alabama, only about one-quarter of the civilians moved, he said. 

Conm~issioner James Bilbray said if too few civilian workers moved from Fort Monmouth, i t  
could take years for the Army to rebuild the post's mission at Aberdeen, and that might be i l l -  
advised during ongoing military conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Fort Monmouth has developed numerous weapons systems and other technological devices 
currently being used by U.S. soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Comn~ission Chairman Anthony Principi asked where 70,000 overseas troops would be stationed 
when they came back to the United States. Army officials said of that number, 47,000 are Army 
personnel and would be going to Fort Bliss in Texas, Fort Riley in Kansas, Fort Carson in 
Colorado, Fort Lewis in Washington state, and Fort Shafter in Hawaii. 

Local A'ew Articles 

Brac Voice Defends Northeast; Chairman: 'Wrong' To Hit New England Hard 
Hartford Courant 
July 20,2005 

The  chairnlan of the base-closings commission said Tuesday that he's concerned the military is 
"virtually abandoning" the Northeast, particularly New England, by closing or scaling back 
several of  its bases. 

. . 
Closing all the bases in the Northeast is just the wrong thing to do," said Anthony J. Principi, 

chairman of the Base Realipment and Closure Commission, "and sonietimes I get the feeling 
that's what we are doing." 

Principi first made the point during a conunission meeting Tuesday on whether to add bases to its 
list o f  possible closures. 

. . 
I remain concerned about closing any base in the Northeast. ... It's something that concerns me, 

and something we'll consider as we go forward," the former U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
secretary told colleagues. 

None of  the nine-member panel's votes Tuesday directly affected the Naval Submarine Base in 
Groton, the largest single closure on the Pentagon's original list of recommendations. But the 
session at a Senate office building offered some insights into the thinking of the members. 

Asked if his concerns meant he would be more willing to keep the Groton base open, Principi 
said: "The conunission would need to make that decision. But I'm concerned about it." 

At the same time, other commission members showed keener interest in keeping two Western 
bases open, citing their strategic locations. 

The  commission Tuesday considered adding five Navy sites to its list of possible closings, and 
voted to include three: theNaval Air Station in Brunswick, Maine; the Broadway Complex in San 
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Diego; and the Master Jet Base in Oceana, Va 

The conlmission plans more on-site hearings, and will return to Washington on Aug. 21 to begin 
its final deliberations. Its recommendations are due to the White House Sept. 8. 

U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, whose district includes the Groton sub base, said he was . . 
encouraged" by Principi's "very pointed comments." Simmons said "there is no clearer 

example" than the Groton base that the Nonheast could be  disproportionately hurt. 

"Closing the sub base would eliminate a center of submarine excellence, removing the linchpin 
of our undersea warfare conununity, and leave New England with one less imponant defense 
installation," Simmons said. 

Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman, D-Conn., called the argument for keeping a strong military presence in 
the Northeast "a critical aspect of our case to keep Submarine Base New London open, and I am 
pleased that Chairman Principi has a serious concern." 

House Armed Services Chairman Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., told The Associated Press Tuesday 
that he believes there is a good chance the commission will decide not to close the Naval 
Submarine Base New London, the official name of the Groton base. 

"I think what they see is an increasing importance of undersea warfare, and there's a real 
partnership between the operators of these ships and the constructors of the ships," said Hunter, 
referring to submarine builder Electric Boat, which is also in Groton. 

w "It's important to the country, and so I think they now have a better than 50 percent chance of 
surviving. I hope they do, and I'm going to weigh into that argument." 

The Pentagon, in its May report, recommended closing 33 major bases and makjng major changes 
at 29 more. Seven major facilities slated for closing are in the Northeast. 

The comnlission has been meeting in Washington this week to review those reconunendations. 

Principi explained why more bases were added to the closure list. 

"Our job ... is to render a fair judgment on the secretary of  defense's recommendations," he said. 
"In a limited number of cases, we cannot make that fair assessment without first being able to 
make direct comparisons" between what the Pentagon reconmended and facilities not on its 
original list. 

Principi said the commission just wants to be sure it is considering all possibilities. 

"Our deliberations today may add more bases for hrther  consideration, not because we have 
determined that we need to close more bases than the secretary of defense has recommended, but 
because we want to make sure the best possible closure or  realignment choices are made," he 
said. 

It was not clear that Principi's views about the Northeast were widely shared on the conunission. 
He first spoke of his concern during a vote on the Maine facility, and when he was done, Gen. w 
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Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton echoed Principi's thoughts. 

"Some of  us feel strongly that way as well," said Newton, a West Hartford resident who is an 
executive vice president at Pratt & Whitney. 

Even so, the commission voted to add the Brunswick air station to its list of possible closures. 
The  facility is the last active-duty military airfield in New England, employing 4,900 people. It 
has been a candidate for realignment, meaning sharp cutbacks in its mission. 

The  8-1 commission vote Tuesday would move most of Brunsaick's employees and all of its 
aircraft to a station in Jacksonville, Fla. 

In another signal that the conlnlission may favor other areas of  the country over the Northeast, 
members decided against studying the closing of the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, a training 
facility in San Diego, and the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard in Hawaii. 

Location matters, said Conmissioner James T. Hill, a retired general. "The strategic location of 
Pearl Harbor is an ovemding issue," he said. The Navy instead has recommended closing the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. 

Defense analysts have said many Northeastern bases are Cold War relics, situated to defend 
against former enemies in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. Today, the threats are more 
diverse and diffuse. 

v "There's a comfort level to having bases near where you live, but in this terrorist age, I'm not sure 
how well you can make that argument," said Commissioner James V. Hansen, a former Utah 
congressman. 

Members also argued that with the population shifting west and south, it makes more sense to 
keep facilities open in those rapidly growing areas. 

The Marine recruit depot in San Diego, for instance, was spared after Hansen argued that "the 
largest state is California, and more recruits come out of California." 

The  Marine Corps' other recruiting depot is in Panis Island, S.C. 

The  Oceana jet base became a candidate for the list after the commission staff found that it was in 
an urban area and that congestion could inhibit its growth and mission. 

Airplanes land or take offthere every two and a half minutes, 24 hours a day, the panel was told. 

"The Navy has a problem, a serious problem," said Cormnissioner Samuel K. Skinner, fom~er 
transportation secretary, refemng to the jet base. 

Oceana in the cross hairs 
Virginia Pilot 
July 20,2005 
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w WASHINGTON -- A federal commission added Oceana Naval Air Station to the military's list of 
endangered bases on Tuesday, voting to join in a Naby and Defense Department search for a new 
East Coast hub for the Navy's attack aircraft. 

The 7-1 vote by the 2005 Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission stunned local and 
state officials and the area's congressional representatives, many of whom had predicted the 
commission would not put Oceana into the mix of bases being considered for closure. 

I t  "came as a shock," said Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera E. Oberndorf. 

However, U.S. Rep. Thelma Drake, R-2nd District, said the commission's action just means it's 
going to look more closely at whether to close Oceana. 

U.S. Rep. Thelma Drake, R.-Va., and Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera Oberndorf issued a joint 
statement Tuesday vowing to tight for Oceana. I t  reads: 

"The BRAC Commission's decision to hrther  consider NAS Oceana for possible realignment is 
the nest step in the process. We must make it clear that this does not mean Oceana will 
necessarily be closed or realigned. We knew when the list came out in May that it was only the 
beginning of a long fight to protect Hampton Roads' military bases. 

"The addition of Oceana to the list gives us an opportunity now to show the base to two BRAC 
Commissioners and to hold a public hearing, allowing us to make a strong case for maintaining 
Oceana as the Navy's East Coast master jet base. 

w "We and the members of  the Virginia Beach City Council, along with other key community 
leaders, as  well as former Na\y personnel, will continue working with the BRAC Conmmission to 
assure them that the N a ~ y ' s  mission to protect our freedom is best sensed by preserving NAS 
Oceana -- not by closing it." 

A vote to actually decide the fate of the Virginia Beach base and its nearly 12.000 military and 
civilian workers could come before the end of August. The commission faces a Sept. 8 deadline 
for recommendations on 33 major base closures and dozens of adjustments to existing bases. 

Defense officials say the proposed closings nationwide will save $ 50 billion over 20 years. 
money they want to invest in new weapons and higher salaries for troops, among other things. 

Navy officials say closing Oceana would reduce those savings because the service would have to 
invest $ 500 million or more to build a replacement base or refurbish an existing facility to 
accommodate Oceana's personnel and 234 aircraft. But, they argue, a new master jet base is 
necessary because Oceana is surrounded by development that limits its operations. 

"No matter what, I am convinced the Navy will not close down Oceana and walk away," said 
Oberndorf, who watched Tuesday's brief discussion and vote from a seat in the rear of a crowded 
Senate hearing room. "They may put in other commands at a future date." 

U.S. Sen. John W. Warner called the vote "very perplexing" and urged Defense Secretary Donald 
H. Rumsfeld to join in efforts to persuade the commission to spare Oceana. 
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w The panel has decided to put the installation's future in question e\,en as Oceana-based pilots are 
flying and training for combat in Iraq, Warner complained. 

"How you suddenly throw this frightful situation on top of Oceana while she's doing combat 
operations, I know not," he said. 

"This is an illogical, horrible proposal," said Sen. George F. Allen, who, like Wamer, is a 
Republican. 

In Richmond, Gov. hlark R. Wamer, a Democrat, said the base closure conmmission made 
"wholesale additions and deletions from the list. This is unprecedented in prior BRAC 
processes." During a hearing earlier this month, the governor all but begged commission 
members for a chance to address questions about state and local support for retaining Oceana but 
none was asked. 

Several commissioners said Tuesday they acted out o f a  desire to help the Na\y deal with safety 
hazards and noise issues stemming from the growth of shopping centers and residential 
developments around the base, which was in the midst of farmland when it was created during 
World War 11. 

Oceana. Virginia Beach's largest employer, is now the military's busiest master jet base. The base 
records 220,000 take-offs and landings every year -- an average of one every 150 seconds; an 
additional 100,000 take-offs and landings are conducted yearly at Fentress field, an auxiliary strip 
in Chesapeake. 

w The panel was told by its staff that over the past 30 years, the N a ~ y  has made repeated efforts to 
discourage development around the base, only to be ignored by the Virginia Beach City Council. 
When service officials asked the city to deny particular projects, the council overmled them 73 
percent of  the time. 

"We've got to try to help the Na\y  figure out an answer to this, because we are ... going to have a 
major disaster at Oceana, sooner rather than later," said retired Army Gen. James T. Hill, one of 
the commissioners. Development around the base is endangering the safety of Navy pilots and 
residents, he argued. 

Oceana is "the most perplexing and conlplex issue that we face," Hill added 

One independent analyst expressed doubt that Oceana will be on the commission's final closure 
list and argued that Tuesday's vote is simply an acknowledgment that the master jet base 
eventually needs to be replaced. not immediately closed . 

"Everybody seems to recognize that Oceana's a problem, but it's not a problem BRAC is going to 
solve," said Chris Hellman, a military policy analyst at the Center for Amls Control and Non- 
Proliferation. 

I je l l~nan said if the con~mnission \\ere serious about closing Oceana, i t  would have added Moody 
Air Force Base in Georgia to its list of bases to be realigned to help accommodate Oceana's 
closure. 
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In a July 1 letter to Rumsfeld, commission chairman Anthony Principi asked why the Pentagon 
didn't consider relocating Oceana's fighter squadrons to Moody, outside Valdosta, Ga., and 
moving Moody's rescue helicopters and other assets to a base in New Mexico. 

"They weren't saying we  want to close Oceana," Hellman said. "They feel they can provide to the 
Navy information that will help them shape the answer to the bigger question, which is 'Where do 
you put your next naval master jet base?"' 

In a letter to the commission last week and in testimony Monday, defense officials said they want 
to replace Oceana with a new "from the ground up" base elsewhere on the Eastem Seaboard but 
have concluded thejob can't be completed within six years, the time limit for actions by the base 
closure commission. 

"This is a huge, huge challenge," said Commissioner Samuel Skinner, a former White House 
chief of staff. Because identifying a suitable alternative to Oceana is such a complex process, "I 
don't think we can get the answer we want" before the Sept. 8 deadline, Skinner initially 
suggested. 

But after cornmission staffer Jim Hama, who is overseeing the panel's review of Navy related 
issues, asserted that "there is an opportunity to at least come up with something useful" for the 
Navy's futureexamination of  alternatives, Skinner supplied a critical seventh vote. the minimum 
needed to  put Oceana on the list for consideration. 

Commissioner James Bilbray. a former Nevada congressman. was the only member to oppose 
adding Oceana to the list. Commissioner Harold W. Gehman Jr., a retired admiral and local 
resident, did not vote and recused himself from discussion of  all Virginia bases. 

In Virginia Beach, Tuesday's vote seemed likely to set off a round of introspection and finger- 
pointing among local officials, who have battled among themselves for years over various 
development proposals around the base. 

"This was almost prediclable," said City Councilman Bob Dyer, who was elected on a pledge to 
protect the jet base. "What we've had over decades now was a culture of encroachment that led to 
reckless growth. Common sense should have prevailed, but didn't. 

"I haven't given up hope, I'm just angry we got to this point," Dyer said. 

Obemdorf, a councilwoman for more than two decades, took pains after the vote to defend her 
record, saying she's tried to protect the Navy's interests. Some of her colleagues were more 
concerned about the rights of property owners, she said, and "were not convinced that the federal 
government or Congress had made any attempt to make moneys available to buy up the land 
outside the fence to protect Oceana." 

Hal Levenson, a spokesman for Citizens Concerned About Jet Noise, which has spearheaded 
efforts to limit operations at Oceana, said that "the city hasn't protected" the base. 

The base closure conunission "did the right thing," he said. "It will keep alive the process of 
trying to  determine how best to address the very serious issues that face Oceana." 
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w Retired Rear Adm. Fred Metz of Virginia Beach, a former aviator and prominent supporter of 
Oceana, said he is disappointed more support for the base hasn't been forthcoming from the city 
and comn~unity in recent months as the base closure hearings began. The Navy also has lost 
interest in defending the base, he complained. 

"One of the things in the last six months or so that has been very obvious is that the Navy has 
been very negative toward Oceana, saying i t  was the most encroached base in the nation," Metz 
said. "Nobody has brought out the pluses." 

Former U.S. Rep. Owen B. Pickett, a Virginia Beach lawyer who heads a commission working to 
defend bases across Virginia, stressed that "the effort is not over. If the purpose is to save money, 
there may not be a near-solution to achieve that objective. They can't just hang these aircraft on 
sky hooks." 

Base-closing panel hears from Pentagon 
The Plain Dealer (Cleveland) 
July 19,2005 

Washington B e f o r e  it suggested Defense Finance and Accounting Service changes that would 
cost Cleveland 1,200 jobs, the Pentagon discussed dismantling the entire agency and outsourcing 
its work to a private company in Maryland, Defense Department officials on Monday told a 
federal conmission weighing military base closings. 

T h e  Pentagon ultinlately decided not to follow the lead of private corporations that transferred 

w their accounting work to specialized companies. I t  determined that accounting and payroll work 
was among its "core" functions. acting Defense Department undersecretary Michael Wynne told 
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC). 

Instead, the Pentagon opted to consolidate the finance agency's 26 ofices. I t  settled on three 
offices for the sake of "workload balancing" and weighed more than 30 factors in deciding to 
retain its Indianapolis, Denver and Columbus facilities, Wynne said. 

T h e  Pentagon proposal to transfer thousands of DFAS jobs to those three cities outraged 
co~nmunit ies  that would be affected, including Cleveland, whose civic leaders are campaigning to 
save the local facility. 

T h e  DFAS changes are part of a Defense Department streandining plan designed to save more 
than $50 billion by closing 33 major military bases around the country and realligninganother 30. 
Approval of the plan would affect more than 200.000 military and civilian jobs around the 
country. 

U.S. Comptroller General David Walker told the panel that procedures the Pentagon used to make 
its decisions were "generally logical, well documented and reasoned," although he questioned 
whether the closings would save as much as forecasted. 

Today, the nine-member BRAC panel will decide whether to add more facilities to the list the 
Defense Department unveiled in May. It has until September to forward its final 
recommendations to  President Bush. 

w 
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w The panel used Monday's hearing to grill Pentagon officials on their rationale for changes at 
agencies, including DFAS. 

"Our job as an independent conunission is to render a fair judgment on the Secretary of Defense's 
recommendations," said commission Chairman Anthony Principi. 

When another commissioner, James Bilbray, expressed concern about high military construction 
costs at DFAS facilities that gain jobs, Wynne replied that very little money would be needed "for 
rearrangement purposes." He also assured commissioners the DFAS changes wouldn't disrupt 
military payroll. 

"We need to make the department more efficient," Wynne said. "Our budget can't continue to 
grow at the level it's been growing. We recognize there will be an impact on communities, and 
we will try to make this as painless as  possible." 

BRAC conmissioner Samuel Skinner called the DFAS consolidation an "extraordinary and 
commendable effort," and asked how quickly i t  could be implemented. 

Wynne told him that if approved, the changes would begin in 2008 and wrap up in 201 I .  

Pentagon's Air Guard  cuts a r e  assailed Commissioners order  top officials to revise plans for 
closings 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
July 19, 1005 

cV The Pentagon's plans to reduce or eliminate a number of Air National Guard units -- 
including the 13 1 st F-15 Fighter Wing at Lambert Field and the 183rd F-16 Fighter Wing in 
Springfield, 111. -- came under heavy fire Monday, placing the entire plan in question. 

The  Base Realignment and Closure Commission told senior Pentagon officials at a hearing to 
re\:ise their plans. calling them unacceptable. 

Among commissioners' allegations were that the Pentagon, and parlicularly the Air Force: 

* Didn't consult with Air National Guard officials in reaching decisions. 

* Was endangering the ability of states to protect their citizens in the event of natural disasters, 
terrorism or other emergencies. 

* May lack the legal authority to close or change the mission ofNational Guard bases without the 
consent of the state's governor. 

* Will hurt future recruiting and retention efforts by forcing Guard and Reserve members to 
travel farther for training. 

Adm. Harold Gehman, a commission member who was NATO's supreme allied conmmander 
before retiring in 2000, accused the Air Force of "substantially deviating" from the laws 
governing the base realignment process. He also said the Air Force apparently had "misapplied" 
military value criteria and substituted its judgment for objective data. 
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The term "substantially deviating" is significant because such a finding by commissioners would 
allow the panel to strike Pentagon recommendations from the final list the commission will 
present to the White House and Congress. 

In an interview later, Gehman said: "What we would like to do is to have a little more cooperation 
between the Air National Guard and the Air Force to come up with a plan we can support. This 
plan has a lot of problems with i t  -- we're not happy with it, the governors are not happy with it." 

Gehman was one of the three commission members at a hearing June 20 in St. Louis. 

In a separate interview, conlmission member Phillip Coyle, the former top Pentagon evaluator of 
military systems, said that under the plans to move Reserve units, about 30 governors would be 
left with no airlift or jet fighter capacity to deal with emergencies. 

Lt. Gen. Stephen Wood, the Air Force's deputy chief of staff, acknowledged at Monday's hearing 
that there had been little consultation but defended the recommendations as  achieving "a 15 
percent improvement in efficiency (by) this move toward larger squadrons." 

But commission Chairnlan Anthony Principi said the Air Force was "creating a long-term 
problem" in recruiting by taking aircraft and missions away from local units. 

Sam Skinner, another commissioner and Illinois resident who served in former President George 
Bush's Cabinet, said the model relationship among the Air Force, Guard and Resenes is now 
imperiled. 

Monday's session was the first chance for commissioners to take up with Pentagon officials what 
they had learned in their hearings with local leaders around the country. 

Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond, R-Mo., applauded the commission's comments. 

"Throughout this process, I have voiced serious concerns, along with Air Guard leaders. that the 
Air Guard was not a substantive participant in the B M C  deliberative process," Bond said. "It is 
my hope the entire BRAC comnlission will reject the Air Force proposals as they impact Air 
Guard infrastructure." 

Andrew Ross, spokesman for the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, 
said the commission raised "all the arguments that Gov. (Rod) Blagojevich has been making since 
Day One" about the Pentagon's recommended closure list. 

"The failure to coordinate with him obviously compromises the integrity of the process. and 
disregarded his role as conunander in chief of  the Illinois National Guard," Ross said. 

Under Defense Secretary Donald Rurnsfeld's recommendations, 28 of 88 Guard flying units 
around the country are scheduled to lose their planes -- a greater impact than is being felt by other 
military installations. Some analysts argue that since the end of the Cold War, the active force has 
taken a hit but Reserve branches have been largely left alone. 

David Berteau, who ran the Pentagon's base closing process in the 1991 and 1993 rounds in 

w Republican and Democratic administrations, said after the hearing: "It's pretty clear that just 
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w about everybody except the Air Force thinks they didn't get it right. I would say based upon the 
com~nents  today, it looks like the Air Force Air National Guard plan is in trouble with the 
co~nmission." 

Air Force generals said in interviews that they would meet with their superiors at the Pentagon to 
see how to proceed. "What i t  says to me," said Wood, the Air Force deputy chief of staff, "is we 
need to do  a better job working with the commission and providing them the information they 
need." 

Opiriions/ Editorials 
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hrutinrial N e w  Articles 

Threat  shaped B R i C  round; Post-Sept. 11 environment helped influence latest plan 
Marine Corps Times 
June 6, 2005 

Gen. Sue Ellen T u r ~ ~ e r  ~ w d e r e d  M-hy the Pentago11 did not look ut joir~! basic trairling 

'This is about people': Workers top BRAC panel's concerns 
Federal Times 
Rlay 23,2005 

"A4olosl rnili!nry facilities holv a sign$car11 cirilinr~ \rwk.force. " corr~rnissior~er- Srre Ellen 
Turner, a re~ir-ed Air- Force brigadier-genernl, said Mly  19. 'Yt rr~a?; or 1 1 1 r 1 ~  no! he crrsy 

,/or those people to find a newjob, to get l h c u ~ ~ c n !  el.se~.hcr-e i11 the systern, or to 
relocute. " 

Brac Commission Hears How Army Realignment \Vill Build Future Force 
Regulatory Intelligence Data 
Rlay 18,2005 

Cornn~issioncr Srre Ellen Turner asked ( f  the closlrre of Red River . h n y  Dcpo!. Texrs. 
called,for in the BRA Cplnn is a good idea in the ~ w k e  of rrredio reports ofdrrJlic~rlty 
j7clding iterns such as up-ar-rnored Hlrrnims. 

Local i\'rw Articles 

w 
Delegation gives best shot for bases at BRAC hearing Talk centers on strategic Gulf 
location 
Corpus Clvisti Caller-Times 
July 12,2005 

BR4C cornrnissioncr nnd chaini.onian of !he hearing, Sue Ellen Turner, said the 
corrrrr1issior1 is still in its ir!formatiorl-gatlreri~~g stage and tlrere is still rr~lrclr irforr~rotior~ 
to he co11siderrd. 

New Orleans Naval Support Activity base working to get back off B R C  
New Orleans City Business 
June  27,2005 

Turner called the Federal City cor~cept "kind of a neat idea"n11d locnl oficinls lzrr-c 
')re!ly cor~i~iricir~g. " 

Officials hope new data can save 183rd 
The State Journal-Register (Springfield, IL) 
June  26,2005 

'Y 11l.n~ pleosor~tly slrrprised irYth the ahilip of cornn~~rriities to g i i ~  detnils on how the 
BRACpr.ocess did thetr~ a ~ o n g ,  " said conmissioner Sue Ellen Turner, a re~irrd Air 
F o t w  ger~errrl. "Thtrt gives 11s sorrle~king to work ~ Y t h .  

SAVING A SUB BASE: '93 OFFERS STRATEGY LESSONS; UNCERTAINTY IN 
GROTON 
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Hartford Courant 
Rlay 23,2005 . . Depending on i i .herepi  ore, it rmy trot be easy t o j k f  o r~or.job," said retired Air 

Force Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, another. cornrnissiori rnernher. "Tl~cse kir1c1.v of 
q~restions are in~portant. " 

Opirriarrs/ Editnrials 

A'atiorial Nerts Articles 

Threat shaped BRZC round; Post-Scpt. 1 1  environment helped influence latest plan 
Marine Corps Times 
J u n e  6. 2005 

For the next seven months, the debate over the Defense Deparlment's ambitious plans to overhaul 
its basing structure will focus on measuring money: costs saved, money spent, jobs and income 
lost in communities that would lose bases. 

But the Pentagon, defense analysts and the independent commission that will pass judgment on 
the proposal are likely to focus on another, less tangible measure: how well 11ie plan helps the 
military transform into the force needed for the post-Sept. 1 1 world of terrorist threats, 
counterinsurgency and homeland security. 

"It's the $64,000 question that only the end of the process will reveal to us," retired Adni. Harold 
Gehman, one of nine members of the Defense Base Closure and R e a l i p ~ e n t  Commission, said 
between hearings during the panel's first week of work. 

But comments and questions from the cormnissioners and outside analysts suggest a mixed bag of 
recotnmendations, some of which are clearly aimed at military transformation, others with little 
or  no connection, and occasionally missed opportunities that could have furthered the ongoing 
overhaul ofthe Cold War-era military. 

While many observers scc thc Anny's massive changes - accomrnodat~ng the move of more than 
40,000 soldiers based overseas back to stateside bases and a reorganization of the service's 
combat units - as directly related to defense reform, there is less of  a sense of re\,olutionary 
change in the other services. 

And despite a long List of initiatives to foster more cooperation among the services, 
commissioners spent four days of  hearings asking defense officials whether more could and 
should be done to encourage ')ointness," an oft-stated milestone of  the Pentagon's transformation 
goals. 

Changed environment 

Between now and September, the nine-member commission appointed by President Bush will 
review the Pentagon's proposals, perhaps make changes, and forward its recommendations to 
Bush before final approval by Congress. 

Members lefi little doubt that the changed defense environment will weigh heavily on their 
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considerations. 

"It definitely plays a significant role for us," said Philip Coyle, a commission member and a 
fomier Pentagon teclmology expert. 

During testimony by senior defense leaders, representatives froni each service and several poups 
that looked at defensewide operatior~s, Coyle continually asked for exaniples of how the 
Pentagon's lalest proposals differ froni past base-closi~~g rounds, which took place in a period of 
peace and shrinking defense budgets. 

"Their answers were niorc about process than the conlent of the recommendations," he said. 

Only detailed examination of  thousands of pages of Pentagon juslitications and data, which the 
panel received after the May 16-19 hearings, will reveal how well the Pentagon did in tailoring 
these plans to support its transformation vision, Coyle said. 

John Pike; a defense analyst for GlobalSecurity.org, said the level of refomi varies widely froni 
service to service. 

"The Na\y's closures, as far as I can understand, would have happened regardless of anything 
we've dealt with in the last four years," Pike said. 

For exaniple, proposed closings of submarine facilities in New England stem from decisions 
made long ago to shrink the submarine fleet. 

However, the Ammy would make several changes that Pike said reveal a new mind-sct. 
Consolidating artillery and air defense schools at Fort Sill, Okla., and the armor and infantry 
schools i n  a single location at Fort Benning, Ga., are more ambitious than anything the N a ~ y  or 
Air Force proposed. 

The  reconimendations also include plans to accommodate an Army reorganization that will break 
its 33 act ive-duty combat brigades into 43 smaller, leaner, more deployable units. 

"What struck me is that the othcr services talked about how much money they're going to save," 
Gehman said after the Army's May 18 appearance before the commission. "[The Army] is doing 
other things." 

Supporting 'jointness' 

The  plan makes progress in one of Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld's major transformation 
goals - increasing cooperation among the services, said Cluistopher Hellman, an analyst with the 
Center for Amis Control and Non-Proliferation. 

Hellnian pointed to the Air Force's decision lo cede control of Pope Air Force Base, N.C., to the 
Army, which will combine it  with neighboring Fort Bragg. 

The  Army and Air Force also would consolidate management of Fort Lewis and McChord Air 
Force Base near Seattle, and plan to locate the Army and Air Force components of U.S. Central 
Coninland together at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C. 
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Hellman said these are examples of "the difference with BRAC rounds in the past." 

In the four previous base-closing rounds from 1988 to 1995, he said, the individual services 
developed all the proposals, whereas the Pentagon process this time included joint cross-service 
groups that looked at topics such as headquarrers placement and opportunities for joint basing. 

Siill, commissioners hinted that they see areas where the Pentagon did not go far enough with 
jointness. Coyle questioned defense officials on the lack of consolidation in research and 
technology; retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner wondered why the Pentagon did not 
look at joint basic training; and retired Army Gen. James Hill asked why there \\.as no 
recommendation to combine the services' three war colleges. 

In some cases, officials said, the walls of separation between services were just too high to 
overcome. Charles Abell, the Pentagon's second-ranking personnel official, said the senices 
resisted proposals to combine the war colleges and undergraduate pilot training. 

'This is about people': Workers top BRAC panel's concerns 
Federal Times 
Rlay 13,2005 

Some members of the independent panel examining the Defense Department's base closing plan 
say they are skeptical about proposals to move thousands of civilian jobs to new locations. 

"We will not let go of that," said Harold Gehman, a retired Navy admiral and one of the nine 
commissioners who must pass judgment by September on the most ambitious base-closing round 
yet. Gelunan said the impact on civilian workers will be among the biggest topics of interest as 
the panel begins a series of site visits and regional hearings between now and early July. 

The  panel has until September to analyze the Defense Department proposals, agree on any 
changes and forward their reconunendations to President Bush. They face a number of 
complications: This is the largest Pentagon base shuffling yet, after four previous rounds; the 
many proposals are linked and will be hard to amend piecemeal; and the commission has two 
months less time to work than previous BRAC commissions. 

But panel members signaled that the impact on workers will be among their top concerns. 

"This is about people," said Commissioner Philip Coyle, an expert on defense technology and 
research. "lt's not about bricks and mortar." 

H e  and other comnlissioners said they fear the relocations, especially those involving science and 
technology workers, will creatc a brain drain as skilled workers choose not to relocate. 

Among the biggest concerns: the Army's proposal to close Fort Monmouth, N.J., which would 
shift more than 4,000 civilian positions, mostly to Aberdeen Proving Ground, hld., to create a 
center to research command, control and communications technologies. 

"I  disagree with that decision," Co~nmissioner James Bilbray, a fonner Nevada congressman, told 
Anny officials during a May 18 hearing. That has been the only occasion in four days of hearings 
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in which a commissioner expressed outright opposition to a closing. 

Gehman, in a hearing the following day, questioned the Defense Department's top research and 
engineering official on plans to move thousands of skilled workers, which he said will result in 
little financial benefit. 

"The payoff looks pretty thin. and the personal pain appears pretty high" for civilian workers, 
Gelman told Ronald Sega. 

Pentagon officials defended the changes as necessary to improve the efficiency of their 
technology efforts - and said they considered the human costs. 

"We were very cognizant of the impact of the human capital piece," Sega told con~missioners. 

The closing announcement has Fort Monmouth employees worried, said John Poitras, president 
of the American Federation of Government Employees Local 1904, which represents the base's 
civilian workers. 

"People are jittery and scared," Poitras said. "They don't want to uproot their families. That 
expertise could be lost." 

Dozens of  Pentagon proposals would eliminate about 18,000 civilian jobs and move thousands of 
positions, often to new locations hundreds of miles away. 

w Along with the proposed closing of Fort Monmouth, the Defense Department has asked to close 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Maine, eliminating 4,500 civilian workers; close the Red River 
Arnly Depot in Texas, eliminating nearly 2,500 civilian positions; move more than 3,300 civilian 
jobs in the Defense Finance and Accounting Service to Indianapolis from locations across the 
country; shift about 1,400 positions from the Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois; eliminate 1,800 
civilian jobs by closing Fort McPherson, Ga.; and shift about 15,000 workers out of lease office 
space in suburban Northern Virginia to For1 Belvoir, Va., and other installations around the 
country. 

"hlost military facilities have a significant civilian work force," cornniissioner Sue Ellen Turner, 
a retired Air Force brigadier general, said May 19. "It may or may not be easy for those people to 
find a new job. to get placement elsewhere in the system, or to relocate." 

Brac Commission Hears How Army Realignment \\:ill Build Future Force 
Regla tory  Intelligence Data 
May 18,2005 

WASHINGTON (Arnly News Service, May 18,2005) - The planned closures of many Amly 
Resene  and National Guard centers and several military installations, and the return of  units from 
overseas were among the primary concerns expressed when Anny officials testified before the 
Base Realigmlent and Closure Co~nmission May IS. 

Under the Army's current recommendations, the 2005 BRAC would close 15 installations, seven 
leased sites, 176 A n y  Reserve installations, and 21 1 Army National Guard facilities. It will also 
create seven training "centers of excellence," seven joint technical and research facilities, and four w 
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joint material and logistics facilities 

Giving primary infonnation for the Army were Secretary of the Army Francis Harvey, Army 
Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker and Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Infrastructure Development Craig College. 

"The recommendations of BRAC ZOO5 will holistically transform the current infrastructure into a 
streamlined portfolio of installations with an 1 1- percent increase in military value which, 
thereby, enables the operational Army to better meet the challenges of the 21 st-century security 
environment," Harvey told the commission. 

Rebase troops 

Former Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi, who chairs the conunission, started the 
questioning by asking Schoomaker about the return of troops from overseas. 

"With regard to rebasing the 70,000 overseas troops, they don't add up to 70,000 in the numbers 
we have." Principi said. 

Schoomaker said the Army's portion of the 70,000 troops to be rebased is only 47,000. of which 
22,000 are in units that will stand down and be reassigned in the new modular force structure. He 
said the remainder is made up of larger units that will return from overseas and be distributed to 
large installations such as Fort Bliss. Texas; Fort Lewis, Wash. and Fort Shafter, Hawaii. 

"ul 
College told the commission these major moves will take place over a period of years. 

Principi also asked if the movement of large units to Fort Bliss might overload the area's 
communities, or lead to water-supply problems in the area's dry climate. 

"All of this is informed by the national military defense strateEy which adds I0  brigades to the 
A r m y  force structure and 33 brigades to the National Guard and Reserve," Schoomaker said. He 
said Fort Bliss offered the right mix of maneuver space, unrestricted airspace, free radio spectrun1 

'Ices. for the use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles and access to sister s e n '  

Commissioner Sue Ellen Turner asked if the closure of Red River Army Depot, Texas, called for 
in the BRAC plan is a good idea in the wake of media reports of difficulty fielding items such as 
up-armored Wumvees. 

Harvey said the Army has an excess production capacity, and it will be enhanced by creating 
"centers of excellence" in specific fields. 

"In the past 50 years, the highest number of direct labor hours we've ever used is 25 million. By 
closing Red R i ~ e r  and creating centers of excellence, we can surge to 50 million direct labor 
hours." he said. 

Transfonning the National Guard, Reserve 

Conimissioner Samuel Skinner asked about the closure of National Guard and Reserve centers, 
and their consolidation into joint centers. w 
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w "I guess it's like 'Field of Dreams.' You're saying that if you build these world-class facilities, you 
hope the Guard will come," Skinner said. 

Schoomaker said the Army is continuing to work toward a "one-Ammy" concept. 

"The Guard and Reserve are increasingly important to that one-Army concept." he said. "What 
we're doing is taking overstructure out of the Guard and Reserve and making them into whole 
units. You said it pretty well. We are committed to building 125 facilities with the hopes that 21 1 
state facilities will align into them." 

Specially sworn in to testify, Lt. Gen. Roger Schultz, director of the Army National Guard, told 
the conunission the states have cooperated with the Army's analysis of which sites will be closed 
under the current plan. 

"These realignments started from field submissions," Schultz said. "They have been line-time 
detail reviewed by the state leaderships." 

Harvey said that the new joint centers will be constructed in the same areas as the old bases slated 
for closure. "We plan them for the same demographic area, within a 50 mile radius of where they 
\vere before." he said. 

"There are two points about this." Schoomaker said. "The first is the obvious opportunity to 
improve training and retention. The second, as we look at this movement we would expect fo see 

'W 
divestiture ofthe old sites, and direct our funding into these 125 centers." 

Combining bases 

Co~mnissioner James Hill said he was pleased to see DoD "get it right" by combining Pope Air 
Force Base and Fort Bragg N.C., in the current B U C  proposal He asked u h y  similar steps aren't 
planned for McChord Air Force Base and Fort Le\vis, Wash. 

"The big difference is the Air Force's intended use of Pope. They'll be leaving only a small 
element there," College said. "So it makes sense to have a single entity under Amiy control. 
McChord will retain a large Air Force presence." He said the current study is to determine how 
the bases might share suppliers and support services. 

Hill also returned to the subject of increasing the troop numbers at Fort Bliss, asking if there were 
environmental issues to address. Schoomaker said the enviro~nental  issues there are minimal, 
and the base will be well served by being close to additional training pace at White Sands, and 
Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., and Yuma Proving Grounds, Ariz. 

Hill also asked why the Army had decided to put its decisions regarding leased property inside 
the BRAC plan. "You could have terminated those leases if you wanted," he said. 

College said BRAC was the appropriate time to analyze and address the use of leased property. 

"If you're going to take on the issue of the high cost of leased space, it should be looked at to 
determine how that infrastructure would work to support the team. We thought BRAC is the 

'W 
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w precise tool to look at it in a comprehellsive way, rather than taking small steps over time." 

Hill's final question concerned the move of research and development from Fort Momlouth, N.J., 
to Aberdeen Proving Ground. Harvey called the mo\?e "a judgment call." but said because 
Monmouth is relatively close to Maryland that he expects more of the high-tech specialists rrom 
Monmouth will make the move than would happen with a larger geographic move. 

Colnmissioner Philip Coyleasked about the many differences between this round of BRAC and 
previous rounds. 

Schoomaker said the current round of BRAC is allowing the Army to accomplish numerous goals 
as the force structure changes. 

"We have theopportunity to set the rorce the way we want it to be in the future," he said. 

Local News Articles 

Delegation gives best shot for bases at BRAC hearing Talk centers on strategic Gulf 
location 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
J u l y  12,2005 

SAN ANTONIO - Flanked by about 500 supporters wearing yellow "Save lngleside" T-shirts, 

w three Coastal Bend representatives fought to keep Naval Station lngleside open at a regional 
hearing for Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas on Monday at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center in San Antonio. 

Paul Ryan, former commander of mine warfare, South Texas Military Facilities Task Force 
Chairman Loyd Neal and retired Vice Admiral A1 Konetzni stated their case to three Base 
Realignment and Closure commissioners. BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi lefi the hearing 
early to conduct a site visit in Arkansas and was not present for Ingleside's argument. Principi 
toured Naval Station Ingleside on Sunday. 

The  45-minute presentation included information on the base's military value as  a port and 
homeland defense asset. What separated Ingleside's argument from any other Texas military 
facility was its sea-based defense of the Gulf, Ryan said. 

"Other bases, like Sheppard (Air Force Base) argued for air defense," Ryan said. "lngleside has 
the only deepwater port in the Gulf and is a much needed key to protecting its waters." 

The  Pentagon on  May 13 recommended Naval Station lngleside for closure and Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi and the Corpus Christi Army Depot for realignment. The nine-member BRAC 
cornmission is responsible for reviewing the Pentagon's recommendations and making a final 
recommendation to the president by Sept. 8. 

Monday's hearing was the last chance local representatives had to make a formal presentation to 
BRAC commissioners. While the commission reviews the new information, local base advocates 

'W 
will continue to make an argument to civilian and military representatives to keep Ingleside open. 
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"We'll be nleeting with scores of military and civilian people and keep fighting," said U.S. Rep. 
Solomon D. Ortiz. "It's still not over, but I think we've left a good impression. Body language and 
eye contact of the commissioners led me to believe they were very interested." 

Conunissioners would not comment on specifics, but said they found the presentations 
interesting. 

Commissioner Lloyd "Fig" Newton said he had found all arguments interesting. "Now, we have 
to take that data and compare i t  to what we have." 

BRAC con~nlissioner and chairwoman of the hearing, Sue Ellen Turner, said the commission is 
still in its infornlation-gathering stage and there is still much information to be considered. 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison said Naval Station lngleside was among nine Texas military 
communities Monday that left a good impression on the commissioners. 

"We were able to put out facts with a lot of community support." Hutchison said. "That 
combination makes an impression." 

Gov. Rick Perry said all presentations were strong, and were opportunities to show that the 
Department of Defense had not taken homeland defense into consideration when i t  recommended 
closing bases on the Gulf of Mexico. 

w New Orleans Naval Support Activity base working to get back off BRAC 
New Orleans City Business 
June 27, 2005 

It's a battle ofnumbers between the U.S. Department of Defense and Louisiana officials trying to 
keep the New Orleans Naval Support Activity base open. 

The DOD claims it  can save $276.4 million over 20 years if it shuts NSA down. 

James Hinkle, an analyst helping New Orleans, disputes DOD claims it can save $46 million a 
year after NSA is shut down around 2010. Hinkle says those savings are off by as much as $10 
niillion a year. 

"We think it's grossly overstated," Hinkle said. 

Working against a Sept. 8 deadline for a final list of base closings to be sent to President Bush. 
state officials have two main venues to challenge DOD's findings: a July 12 base closure hearing 
to be held at the National D-Day Museum in the Warehouse District and face-to-face discussions 
with base closure staff in Washington, D.C. 

NSA, which employs about 4,600 people divided between facilities in Algiers and the East Bank, 
is the national headquarters for the reserves of the Na\y and Marine Corps. The DOD published a 
list May 13 of suggested base closings as part of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure process. 

w 
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A nine-member BRAC Commission can edit the DOD's list before sending i t  to President Bush. 
It takes a simple majority of five conunissioners to remove a base from the closure list. 

BRAC commissioners are touring bases nationwide to hold regional hearings that allow 
communities to argue why their bases should remain open. 

Louisiana officials say they can save the federal government money if NSA is left open and 
redeveloped into a Federal City with new buildings leased to the military at below-market rates. 

On June 17, Sue Ellen Turner, one of the BRAC commissioners, toured NSA and listened to the 
pleas of city and state officials to leave i t  open. 

"I believe that our team made a \,cry powerhl presentation," said Gov. Kathleen Babineaux 
Blanco. 

But on the same day of Turner's tour, Louisiana officials adnlitted that much work remains to be 
done to save NSA, including convincing the DOD that its cost analysis is flawed. 

Turner called the Federal city concept "kind of a neat idea" and local officials were "pretty 
convincing." 

They may be even more convincing now. City and state officials did not yet know how n~uch 
Federal City would save the military compared with the costs i t  now takes to operate NSA when 
Turner came to town. 

Unfortunately, they still don't. City officials said they are still analyzing a voluminous report 
DOD published on NSA and figuring out how much Federal City will save the military. 

Retired Marine Maj. Gen. David Mize. who is heading Mayor C. Ray Nagin's Military Advisory 
Committee, said one glaring DOD problen~ is its claims of saving $1 9 million in NSA operating 
costs until a proposed 2010 closure. Obviously, money will have to be spent to keep the base 
running in between now and 2010, Mize said. 

Officials will have figured out how much Federal City will save the military by the July 12 
URAC commission hearing in New Orleans. Finalizing those numbers is the top priority right 
now, Mize said. 

Sen. David Vitter, R-Metairie, said Louisiana would have two hours to sway the full BRAC 
co~nnlission July 12. A handful of nearby states are also expected to attend and make 
presentations. 

The July hearing is the most important opportunity for New Orleans to argue its case, since 
several, if not all, BRAC commissioners will be on site. Retired Marine Col. Dell Dempsey, 
director of  military and defense al'lsirs for the Louisiana Department of Economic Development, 
said a "super analyst" from Washington, D.C., will be hired for three or four days to crunch data 
to help NSA stay open. 

State officials are perplexed that the DOD wants to close NSA after it ranked on a measureof 
military value in the top 15 percent of 334 major U.S. administrative headquarters. Military value 
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is supposed to be the key criteria for reviewing bases in BRAC. 

But a high ranking doesn't inlmunize the base from closure, said Ken Beeks, vice president for 
policy with Business Executives for National Security, a Washington, D.C., organization that 
supports base closures. 

"The rest of the story is how do they do against bases in the same mission area," Beeks said. 

Beeks said the tnilitary is relocating operations from bases that serve only one purpose and 
consolidating r e sene  components with active duty components. 

NSA officials do have hope of escaping the list. The Naval Air Station hleridian in Mississippi 
was on  the closure list in 1991, 1993 and 1995. Each time, officials were able to convince the 
BRAC commission to keep the base alive. 

"We  are veterans," joked Lamar McDonald, chairman of  the Meridian Military Team. "We'\.e 
always taken the position that this was the finest jet training base in the world. 

"It is seriously, a very serious, long, involved process," he said. 

Officials hope new data can save 183rd 
The  State Journal-Register (Springfield, IL) 
June 26, 2005 

Most nlilitary installations saved from the Pentagon's ax in the last round of base closings in 1995 
had one o f  two attributes: The Defense Department either had overestimated the savings to be 
realized by closing a base or had underestimated an installation's military value. 

In the last three rounds of base closings in 1991, 1993 and 1995, the commission approved 83 
percent, 84  percent and 84 percent, respectively, of  the closings recommended by the Pentagon. 

In 1995, the Pentagon recommended 146 base closures or  realigunents. The commission 
removed 23 of those bases from the list (counting four facilities the Pentagon voluntarily removed 
from the  list for various reasons). 

"TypicalIy, it's been the case that data comes to light that was not used in the Pentagon's 
decision," said Paul Taibl, policy director for the non-partisan Business Executives for National 
Security in Washington, D.C., about why commissioners strike bases from the list. "It's pretty 
hard to come up with new details, new data." 

State and local officials arguing for the 183rd have said the Pentagon's proposal to transfer the 
I83rd's planes to Fort Wayne International Airport Air Guard Station would actually cost the 
Pentagon money. 

Springfield claims the Pentagon fudged the small savings it would realize by combining the costs 
and savings of transferring the 1831-8s planes d o n g  with the realignment of the Hulnlan Air 
Guard station in Terre Haute, Ind., to Fort Wayne. 

The Pentagon said the realipments will save $2 million annually starting in 13 years. But to 
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implement the changes, the Pentagon will have to spend $1 3.3 million. 

"There is no payback - ever -associated with realigning the fighter mission out of Springfield," a 
written sununary of Springfield's arguments against the realignment said. "Without grouping 
Terre Haute and Fort Wayne into the Capital Airport realignment, there would be no savings at 
all, and the Air Force would have no justification in its recommendation. 

During this year's BRAC process, it has not been unusual for the Air Force to combine cost 
savings from reconunendations involving multiple bases to come up with a total cost savings 
figure as it did with the Springfield, Fort Wayne and Hulman bases. The Pentagon did this with at 
least 14 of  its Air Force recommendations. 

State and local officials have argued that Springfield has been listed by the Pentagon as ranking 
higher in military value than Fort Wayne and has a similar, if not better, recruiting record. The 
commissioners have asked for detailed data on the recruiting record of the 183rd, which the city 
said it will provide. 

In the I 9  bases sa\.ed by the commission in 1995, not once did commissioners cite community 
support or economic impact as the primary reason for saving the base. 

h four cases. the commission said that the Pentagon had made faulty judgments on an 
installation's military value. In nine cases, the commission found a problem in the Pentagon's 
computations of cost savings. In most of those nine, colmissioners also felt that military ~ralue 
was underestimated as well. 

'w In six cases, the commission said the Pentagon improperly assessed the bases' ability to recei1.e 
new missions from the shuttered bases. This was because the conunjssion decided to close [he 
two bases set to receive missions from the six bases the Pentagon wanted to shutter. 

"The best testimony includes analytical data," 2005 conunissioner James Hansen, a former Utah 
congressman. told reporters in St. Louis last week. "You can expect everyone to get emotional, to 
talk about how terrible it is. But the fact of the matter is the military has had an awful long time to 
work on  th is ."  

Most of  the states and cities testifying at the commission's hearing on Monday alleged problems 
with the Pentagon's methodology, whether i t  related to military value or the estimated cost 
savings. 

"I was pleasantly surprised with the ability of communities to give details on how the BRAC 
process did them wrong," said commissioner Sue Ellen Turner, a retired Air Force general. 
"That gives us something to work with. 

But whether the commissioners buy the case of Springfield - or any other city - will hinge on 
analysis that must be done by the commission's staff over the next several months. 

"Anybody who's brought a challenge, we will adjudicate what's right and what's wrong," said 
commissioner Harold Gehman, a retired admiral. "Our staff will do a detailed analysis." 

w Hansen added that even in cases where a community does present detailed data, "we haven't had 
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* the other folks (from the Pentagon) on the stand. Usually they have a pretty good answrer" as to 
why they made a certain recommendation. 

Mayor Tim Davlin said he will travel to Washington at least once more before the BRAC process 
is completed to present additional data to the conunissioners. 

Comlnissioners will take a vote on each one of the Pentagon's recommendations at a public 
hearing. I t  takes five votes on the nine-member commission to remove a base from the list. 

Commissioners have until Sept. 8 to review the Pentagon's suggested moves and render a final 
report to President Bush, who has until Sept. 23 to accept or reject it. Congress then has 15 days 
to accept or reject the final report. 

Different this year as compared to 1995 is the relatively large number of Air National Guard 
bases slated for closure or realignment by the Pentagon. In 1995, four Air Guard stations were 
reconmended for closure. In 2005, 26 Air National Guard bases with aircraft are set to be 
realikmed or shuttered. 

The  1995 co~nmission saved three of them, the Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport Air Guard 
Station ill Ohio, the Moffett Federal Airfield Air Guard Station in California, the North Highlands 
Air Guard Station in California, while the other, Roslyn Air Guard Station in New York, was 
closed. The  Springfield, Ohio, base is reconmended for realignment this year. 

In the case of the Springfield, Ohio, base, the Pentagon overestimated the savings in closing the 

w base. The other two Air Guard bases were struck from the list because the commission decided to 
close two larger Air Force bases to which the smaller Guard installations were set to be 
transferred. 

The  three co~nmissioners who were at a hearing Monday in St. Louis said they hope to hold a 
hearing on  whether the Pentagon's methodology for determining military value was biased 
against smaller bases and units, such as the 183rd. Gehman said they have heard frequent 
complaints that Air Guard units were not consulted closely about the process. 

SAVING A SUB BASE: '93 OFFERS STRATEGY LESSONS; UNCERTAINTY IN 
GROTON 
Hartford Courant 
May 23,2005 

S a m  Gejdenson has a well-honed list of  do's and don'ts from the  1993 fight to keep 
submar ines  in Groton: keep the statements short and pointed, provide good graphics, 
don't let politicians ramble. 

But  h e  also advises this year's submarine base advocates to remember another lesson. ' ' I t  
t akes  a little bit of luck," the former 2nd District congressman recalled. 

2005 is  similar to 1993 in some  ways: T h e  Pentagon is  again armed with precise, detailed 
da ta  t o  back u p  its argument that the  Naval Submarine Base in Groton should b e  

!W 
mothballed, and will again allow Connecticut to  present its case  at a Boston hearing July 


