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Chairman Anthony Principi
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Chairman Principi,

As Southwest Area Council Chairman of Dairy Farmers of America, I am writing to ask
you to consider removing Cannon Air Force Base from the base closure list. I feel that once you
review the new updated data and the deleted information, you will agree that Cannon should be
kept open.

When you visit our community, you will immediately see why Cannon and the Melrose
bombing range are perfect for military training. We are a few small communities with no urban
areas within one hundred miles. We have one of the highest clear day calendars in the United
States. We also have low natural storm threats, lots of open space and communities who fully
support our military.

The above listed points are also what have attracted unprecedented growth in the dairy
industry. Our growth is dependent on strong economic stability. We need infrastructure to grow.
Cannon Air Force Base is a major component to our tax base, which provides our roads, schools,
police and fire protection and medical facilities.

If Cannon were to close, we are projected to lose about 26% of our jobs in Clovis and
does not include the losses to Portales, which has military housing, or the other smaller
surrounding communities. We live in a rural area with no means to absorb this magnitude of job
loss. With the loss ofthe $116 million-dollar payroll that turns about four times and collects sales
tax on each turn, we erode our tax base to a state of "maintenance" in lieu of building. That
means no roads, sewers or water extensions. This kind of direct loss to our tax base will
drastically slow down and, in some cases, prevent growth.

Our dairy industry requires abundant services, labor, feed, fuel, supplies, adequate roads
and public services to carry milk from grass to glass. The military base is a major provider of
jobs, revenue and service to our overall base economy. Due to this shared infrastructure, our
farmers have access to all those services for their businesses. Cannon's positive influence affects
everyone in this area. I ask you to keep Cannon operating.
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