
May 31,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

SUBJECT: Cannon AFB, New Mexico 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

As members of the BRAC Commission, I want to personally say "Thank You" for 
shouldering such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our 
great nation. I cannot imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under 
from all sides of this issue, and I appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my 
personal urge to reconsider the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico. 

There are many logistical reason listed below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset to our 
nations military operations. But I want to especially highlight that our area offers an 
unparalleled opportunity for enlisted personnel to experience a much higher quality-of- 
life that simply cannot be offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan 
areas. 

Our area offers affordable housing, virtually no commuting expense, better schools, 
friendlier neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports 
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and 
inexpensive equestrian sports activities, and most importantly, a community based on a 
deep rooted western culture that greatly values and supports our enlisted personnel. 

Few military families located at large military bases in large metropolitan areas can 
even begin to imagine the American Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the 
dream of home ownership can easily become a reality for most military families, with 
money left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that 
our area has to offer. 

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB 
should remain a vital part of our nation's security. 
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Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following reasons: 

Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This 
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. 
Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able 
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very 
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. 
This allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over 
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range, 
having one pass over, then returning to the base. 
Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, 
training, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort 
between Cannon and the US Navy. 
Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force 
requirements in training and emergency situations. 
The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect 
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and 
other military aircraft. 

In summary, unlike large metropolitan areas that constantly complain about military 
installations and the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES 
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Our community has reached out and supported the base 
like no other community over the last 50 years. We've done so financially, morally, 
spiritually and above all, consistently. 
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Red River New Mexico 

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours 
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon 
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive family activities. 


















































