DCN: 2227

May 31, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Cannon AFB, New Mexico

Dear Commissioner Bilbray:

As members of the BRAC Commission, | want to personally say “Thank You" for
shouldering such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannot imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my
personal urge to reconsider the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

There are many logistical reason listed below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset to our
nations military operations. But | want to especially highlight that our area offers an
unparalleled opportunity for enlisted personnel to experience a much higher quality-of-
life that simply cannot be offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan
areas.

Our area offers affordable housing, virtually no commuting expense, better schools,
friendlier neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and
inexpensive equestrian sports activities, and most importantly, a community based on a
deep rooted western culture that greatly values and supports our enlisted personnel.

Few military families located at large military bases in large metropolitan areas can
even begin to imagine the American Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the
dream of home ownership can easily become a redlity for most military families, with
money left over for the family o enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
our area has to offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
should remain a vital part of our nation's security.




Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following reasons:

e Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

o The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilofs.

¢ Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during fraining missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-iife situations.

¢ The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability.

e The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range.,
having one pass over, then returning to the base.

e Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting,
training, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort
between Cannon and the US Navy.

e Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force
requirements in training and emergency situations.

» The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and
other military aircraft.

In summary, unlike large metropolitan areas that constantly complain about military
installations and the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Our community has reached out and supported the base
like no other community over the last 50 years. We've done so financially, morally,
spirifually and above all, consistently.

David Hughes
1101 Parkland Drive

Clovis, New Mexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive family activities.




May 31, 2005

The Honorable Philip Coyle
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Connon AFB, New Mexico

Dear Commissioner Covle:

As members of the BRAT Commission, | want to personally say “Thank You” for
shouldering such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | connot imagine the worklood, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my
parsanal urge {o reconsider the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

There are many legistical reason listed below why Cannon AFB is & huge asset to our
nations military operations. But | want to especially highlight that our area offers an
unparalleled opportunity for enlisted personnel o experience @ much higher guality-of-
life that simply cannot be offered at large military bases located in lorge metropolitan
areds.

Qur area offers affordakle housing, virtually no commuting expense, better schools,
friendlier neighibors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing. and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and
inexpensive equestrian sports activities, ond maost importantly, @ community based on o
deep rooted weastarn culture that greatly values and suppors our enlisted personnel.

Few military families located at karge military bases in large metropolitan areas can
even begin to imagine the American Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the
cream of horne ownership can eqsily become a reality for most military families, with
money left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
our area has fo offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
should remain a vital part of our nation's security.



Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following reqsons:

«  Connon does not fit the eriteria provided for base clasure,

+ The base has an abundance of air spoce and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarnos for pilots,

+  Once the New texico Training Range Initiative is implemented. we wili be able
to offer pitots the ability to fly supersomc during fraining missions, This is Q vary
important paint, as it allows the Air Force o better frain for real-life situations.

« The weather in Eastern New mMexico provides year round fraining ability.

» The Melrose bambing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This cllows pilats to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fugl just to get to the rarge.,
having onhe pass over, then returning to the bdse.

« Cannen has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting.
training, ond readiness os was evidenced by the recent joint training effort
between Cannon and the US Mavy.

« Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommaodate surge force
requirements in fraining and emergency situations.

« The availakility of air space and ideal flying weather makes Canneon the perfect
candidate to suppeort future training missions for the F-22, loint Strike Fighter, and
other military aircraft.

trn summary, unlike large metropoliton aregs that constantly complain about miltary
instalations and the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Our community has reqached out and supported the base
like no other community over the last 50 vears. We've done so fingncially, marally,
spiritually and above all, consistently.

. David Hughes
1107 Parklond Drive
Clovis, New Mexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is ocne of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive family activities.



Mary 31, 2005

Admiral Harold W, Gehman, Jr.
BREAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite &00

Arington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Cannon AFB, New mMexico

Degar Admirgt Gerlmaon, Jr.;

As members of the BRAC Commission, | 'want to personally say "Thank You™ for
shouldering such o daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannot imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your wilingness to actively listern to my
personal urge to recorsider the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

There are many logistical reqson listed below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset to our
nations military operations. But Fwant to especially highlight that our areq offers an
unpardlieled opportunity for enlisted personnel to expernence @ much higher quality-of-
life that simpiy cannot be offered at large military bases located in large metropaolitan
areqs.

Our aren offers affordable housing, vifually no commuting expense, better schoaols,
friendlier neighbors, numearous and inexpensive rural huntfing, fishing, and water sports
activities, nurnerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and
inexpansive egueastrian sports activities, and most importantly, a community based ona
deep rooted western culiure that greafly values and supports our enlisted personnel.

Few rmilitary families located at large mildary bases in large metropolitan areqs can
even begin 1o imagine the American Dream of horme ownersiip, At Cannon AFB, the
diream of home ownership can easily become a reality for most military families, with
money left aver for the family 1o enjoy the numerous inexpensive cutdoor activities that
our ared has to offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reqsons as well as to why Cannon AFB
shiould remain o vital part of our nation's security,



Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following reasons:

» Cannon does nof fit the criteria provided for base closure.

The base has an abundance of air space and no encreachment issues. This
provides for sofer and more realistic trainng scenarios for piots.

v  Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very
important point, as 1 allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations.

« The weather in Eastern Mew Mexico provides year round training ability.

« The Melrose bombing ronge is seconds from the end of the ronway at Cannon.
This allows pilotfs to get dirborne. and immediately begin fraining operaticons over
the bomising range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range,
having one pass over, then returning to the base.

« Cannen has the space and facilities to accommeodate joint war-fighting,
haining. and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint fraining effort
between Cannon and the LIS Nawy.

«  Connon hos aomple space/ramp space to accommoeodate surge force
requirements in training and emergency situotions.

« The avdilakility of ar space and idedl fying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter. and
othar military aircraft,

In surmmcry, unlike large metropaolitan areas that constantly complain atbout military
installations and the asseciated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNGOGN AFB! Our community has reached out and supported the base
like no other community over the last 30 years. We've done so financialy. maorally,
spiritually and above all, consistently.

David Hughes
110% Farkland Drive
Clovis, New Mexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within g few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun ond inexpensive family activities.



May 31, 2005

General Lloyd W, Newton
BRALZ Commission

2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, va 22202

SUBJECT: Copnon AFB, New pMexico

Dear General Newton:

As members of the BRAC Commission, | want 1o personally say “Thank You™ for
shouldernng such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannat imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness ta actively listen to my
persondal urge fo recorsider the closure of Cannon AFB, Mew Mexico.

There are many lagisticol reason listed below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset to our
nations military cperations. But want to especially highlight that our areq offers an
unpardlleled opportunity for enlisted personnel to experience a much higher quality-of-
iife that simply cannot be offered at large mifary bases located in large mefropolitan
Qreas.

Qur areaq offers aoffordable housing, virtually ne commuting expense, better schoaols,
friendlier neighbors, numercus and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports
octivities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow spons achivities, numerous angd
inexpensive equestrian sports activifies, and most impartantly, @ community based on o
deep rooted western culture that greatly values and supports cur enlisted perscnnel.

Few military families located ot [orge military bases in large metrepelitan creas can
even begin to imagine the Americaon Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the
dream of home ownership can eaqsily become a reglity For most military families, with
money left over for the famiy to enjoy the numerous inexpensive cutdoor activities that
our area has to offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
should remain @ vital part of our nation’s security,



: Cannen Air Force Base should not be on the list for the following reqsons:

« Connon does not fit the critero provided for hase closura.

« The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic fraining scenarios for pilots.

»  Once the New Mexico Training Range Inifiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ablity to fly supersonic during fraining missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better frain for real-life situations.

» The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round fraining ability.

« The Meirose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This allows pilots 1o get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing ronge, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range,
having one pass over, then returning to the base.

« Cannor has the space and focilittes to accommaodate joint war-fighting,
fraining, and readiness gs was evidenced by the recent joint fraining effort
between Cannon and the US Navy.

»  Connon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force
requirements in training and ermergency situotions,

« The availability of qir space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate 1o support future fraining missions for the F-22, lcint Strike Fighter, and
other military aircraft,

In summary, unlike large metropcliton areas that constantly complain about military
instaliations and the associofed noise and lond encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Our community has reached out and supported the base
like no other community over the last 50 years. We've done so finrancially, maorally,
spintually and agbove all, consistently.

1107 Porkland Cirive
i lovis, Mew hMexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River. New Mexico is one of the many 3ki Resorts within a few hours
drive from Ciovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive tamily activities,



May 31, 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite &00

Adington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Canron AFB, Mew Mexico

Dear Commissicner Skinner:

As members of the BRAC Commission, | want to personally say “Thank You" for
shouldering such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannot imagine the workload, prassure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my
peranal urge to reconsicer the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico,

There are many legistical reason listed below why Cannon AFB is o huge asset to our
nations military operations. 8ut | want to especially highfight that cur area offers an
unparaleled opportunity for enlisted personnel 1o experience a much higher quality-of-
life that simply connot be offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan
areas.

Gur area offers affordable touwsing. virtually no commuting expense, better schools,
friendlier neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and
inexpeansive equesinan sports activities, and most importantly, a community based on a
deep rocted wastern culture that greatly values and supports our enlisted personnel.

Few military families located at large military bases in large metropolitan areas can
even Degin o imaging Ine Amercan Dreain of home cwnership. At Cunnon AFB, ihe
drearmn of home ownership can edsily become a redlity for most military families, with
maoney left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
cur are has to offer.

From a logistical peint-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
shoulkd remain & vital part of our nation’s security.



Connon Air Force Bose should not be on the list for the following reasons:

« Cannon does nat fit the criterio provided for base closure.

»  The base has an abundance of air space and na encroachment issues, This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots.

s+  Cnce the New Mexico Training Range Intiative s implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for realHife siteations.

+ The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides yvear round training albility.,

+ The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the unway at Cannon.
This alfows pilots to get airbarne, and immediately begin fraining operations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get ta the range,
having ane pass over, then returning o the base.

« Cannenhgs the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting,
fraining, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort
between Cannon and the US Nawvy,

«  Cannon has arnple spaceframp space to accommodate surge force
requirernents in fraining and emeargency situations,

=+ The availability of air space and ideal flying weagther makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions far the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and
ofher military aircrakt,

I surnmary, unlike large metropolitan areaqs that constantly complain about military
instaliations and the associoted noise and lond encroachmeant, cur cormmunity LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Our community has reached out and supported the base
iike no other community over the Iast 50 years. We've done so financially, maorally,
spiritually and abave all, cansistently.

David Hughes
1101 Parkland Drive
Clovis, New Mexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within o few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Canneon
AFB use year arcund for fun and inexpensive family activities.



May 31, 2005

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner
BRAC Cornmission

2521 South Clark Streef

Sutite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Cannon AFB, New Mexico

Dear Brigadier General Turner:

As members of the BRAC Commission, lwant to personally say "Thank You" for
shouldering such o daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannot imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides aof this issue, and | appreciate your willingness fo actively listen to my
personal wrge to reconsider the closure of Cannan AFEB, New Mexico.

There are many [agistical reason iisted below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset 10 our
ngtions military operations. But | want to especiolly highlight that our area offers an
unparalleled opportunity for enlisted personnel to experence o much higher guality-of-
life that simply cannot e offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan
Qreas.

Qur area offers offerdable housing, virtually no commuting expense. better schools,
friendlisr neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sporfs activities, numerows and
maxpensive equestrian sporrs activities, and most importantly, a community based on a
deep rooted western culture that greatty values and suppors our enbsted personnel.

Few military fumilies located at large mititary bases in large metropalitan areas can
aven begin to imagine the American Drearmn of horne ownarship. At Cannon AFB, the
dream of home ownership can easily become a reality for most military families, with
rmoney left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
our gred hos o offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
should remain a vital part of cur nation's security.



Cannon Air Force Bose should not be on the list for the following reasans:

«  Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure,

« The baose hos an abundance of air space ond no encroachment issues, This
pravides for safer and more realistic training scencrias for pilots.

+ Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the akility to fly supersonic during training missions, This is Q@ vary
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-ife situations.

« The wegther in EQstern New Meaxico provides vear round training ability.

»  The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannorn.
This allows piots to get arborne, and immediately bagin training cperations over
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their fuet just 1o get to the range,
having one pass over, then retuming to the base.

s Cannen has the space and facilities to accommaodate joint war-fighting.
fraining. and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort
petweesrn Canncn ond tha LS Nawy,

«  Cannon has ample spaceframp space 1o accommodate surge force
requirements in training and emergency situations.

» The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and
other military aircraft,

In summary, unlike large metraopolitan areas that constantly complain about military
installahions ond the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AF8! Our community has reached out and suppaorted the base
like no other community owver the Iast 50 yvears, We've done so financially, morally,
spiritually and above all, consistently.

Davicd Hughes
11 Parkland Drive
Clowvis, New Mexico 88100



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours
gdrive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military famiiies from Cannon
AFB use year arcund for fun and inexpensive family activifies.



May 31, 2005

The Honoroble Jarmes V. Hansen
BRAC Comrnission

2521 Souwth Clork Street

Suite 400

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Cannon AFB, MNew Mexico

Degr Commissioner Hansen:

As members of the BRAC Commission,  want to personglly say “Thank You™ for
shouldernng such a daunting task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
agreat nation. | cannot imagine the workload, pressure, and stress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my
personal urge to reconsider the closwre of Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

There are many logistical regson listed below why Connon AFB s a huge osset to our
nations military operations. But | want 1o especially highlight that awr area offers an
unparaleled opportunity for enlisted personneal to experience o much higher quality-of-
ffe thot simply cannot be offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan
Qareos.

Cur area offers affordable housing, virtvally no commuting expense. better schools,
friendlier neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rurol hunting, fishing, and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sparts activities, numerous and
inrexpensive equestrian sports activities, and most importantly, a community based on @
deep rooted western culture that greatly values and supports our enlisted personnel,

Few military families tocated at lorge mildtary bases in large metropolitan areas can
even begin to imagine the American Dream of home ownarship. At Cannon AFB, the
dream of home ownership can easily become g reality for most military farniiies, with
money left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
Qur area has to offer,

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons os weidl 0s fo why Cannon AFB
shouid remain o vital part of eur nation’s security.



Cannon Alr Force Base should not be on the list for the following regsons:

»  Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure,

« The base has an gbundaonce of air space and no encroachment issues, This
provides for safer and more reaglistic training scenarios for pilofs,

« (nce the New Mexico Training Range Initiative i implemented, we will be able
to offer pitots the akility o fly supersonic during training missions. This is o very
important point, as it allows the Arr Force to better train for reallife situations.

» The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides vear round training ability.

s« The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon.
This aliows pitots 1o get airborne, and Immediately begin fraining operations over
the bombing range. rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range,
having one pass over, then returning to the base.

« Cannon hos the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting.
tfraining. and readingss as wos evidenced by the recent ioint frairing effort
between Cannon and the US Navy.

« Cannon has ample spaceframp space to accommodate surge force
requirements in tfrain'ng and emergency situations,

s The avaiability of air spoce and ideal flying weather makes Connon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, ond
other military aircraft,

I summary. unlike large metropaolitan areas that constantly complain about military
mnstallations and the associoted noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Cur community has reached out and supported the base
like no other community over the last 50 years. We've done so financially, maorailly,
spintually and above all, consistently.

David Hughes
1107 Parkikand Drive
Clovis, Mew Maxico 881N



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico (s one of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico that many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive family activities,



May 31, 2005

General James T, Hill
BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street
Suite A00

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBIECT: Carnon AFB, New Mexico

Drear General Hili:

As members of the BRAC Commission, | want to personally say “Thank You™ for
shouidering such a daunting task that will have on immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannat imagine the workload. pressure, and sfress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen to my
personal urge to reconsider the closure of Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

There are many logistical reason listed below why Cannorne AFB is a huge asset to our
nations military operotions. But want to especially highlight that ocur area offers an
unparalleled opportunily for enfisted personnel to experence a much higher guality-of-
life that simply cannot be offered at large military bases located inlarge metropolitan
areds.

Cur area offers affordable housing, virtually ne commuting expense, beher schools,
friendlier neighbors, numerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing, and water sports
activities, numerous and inexpensive winter snow sports activities, numerous and
mexpensive equestrian sports activities, and most importantly, o community based on a
deep rocted weastern culture that greatly values and supports cur enlisted persannel,

Few military families located af large militnry bases in lorge metfropolifen areas can
even begin fo imagine the Amercan Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the
dream of home ownership can easily become a readlity for most military families, with
money left over for the family to enjoy the numerous inexpensive outdoor activities that
aur area has to offer.

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
shauld remain a vital part of cur nation's security.



Cannon Ar Farge Base shauld not be on the list for the following recsons:

»  Cannon does not fit the criteria provided tor bose closwe.

« The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This
pravides for safer and more realistic traintng scenaras for pilots.

s  (Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implermnented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersanic during training missions. This is o very
important point, as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life situations.

« The weatherin EQstern New Mexico provides year round training ability.

» The Melrose bombing range is seconds fram the end of the runway at Cannon.
This alfows pilots to get airbarne, and immediately begin fraining opearations over
the bombing range. rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range.,
having one pass over, then returming to the base.

» (Cannen has the space and facilities to accormmodate joint war-fighting.
training, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent ioint fraining effort
between Cannon and the US NMavy,

« Connon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force
requirements in training and emergency situations.

» The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and
other military qircraft,

In summary, unlike large metropolitan areas that constantly complain about military
instollations and the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNON AFB! Cur community has reached out and supported the bose
like no other community over the last 50 years. We've dane so financially, maorally,
spintucally ond above all. consistently.

T ersly,
David Hughes

110% Parkland Drive
Clewis, Mew pMexico 88101



Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within o few hours
drive from Clovis, New Mexico thalt many military families from Cannon
AFB use year around for fun ond inexpensive family activities.



May 31, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principt, Chairman
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 400

Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Coannon AFB, New Mexico

Dear Chairman Principi;

As members of thae BRAC Commisston, | want to personally say “Thank You™ for
shouldering such a dauntng task that will have an immense impact on the future of our
great nation. | cannet imagine the workload, pressure, and siress you must be under
from all sides of this issue, and | appreciate your willingness to actively listen fo my
personal urge to reconsider the closure of Cannon AFB. New Mexico,

There are many legistical reason listed below why Cannon AFB is a huge asset 1o our
nations military operations. But lwant to especially highlight that our area offers an
unparalleled cpportunity for enlisted personnel to experience o much higher quality-of-
ife that simply cannot ke offered at large military bases located in large metropolitan
areos.

Oy areq offers affordable housing, virtually no commuting expense, better schools,
friendlier neigbbors, nurmerous and inexpensive rural hunting, fishing. and water sports
gctivities, numerous and tnexpensive winter snow sparts activities, numerous and
nexpensive equestrian sports activities, ond most importanily, a community based on a
deep rooted westem culfure that greatly values and supports our enlisted personnel.

Few military families located at large military bases in large metropelitan aregs coan
even begin to imagine the American Dream of home ownership. At Cannon AFB, the
dreamn of home ownership can eqsily become a redlity for most military families, with
money ieft over for the family 1o enjoy the numerous inexpensive cutdoor achvities that
our arec has to offer,

From a logistical point-of-view, there are many reasons as well as to why Cannon AFB
should rermain a vital part of our nation’s security,



Cannon Alr Force Base should not be on the list for the following reqsons:

=  Connon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure.

» The bose has an gbundance of air space and ne encroachment issues. This
provides for safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots,

» (Once the New Mexico Training Range initiative is implemented, we will be able
to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during fraining missions. This is o very
impartant poird, as it allows the Alr Force to better train for reallife situations.

« The weather in Egstern New Meaxico provides year round training ability.

»  The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway ot Cannon.
This allows plicts to get arborne, and immediately begin training operations over
the bombing range. rather than spending all of their fuel just fo get to the range,
having one pass over, then returning to the base,

« Cannon has the space and facilities to occommaodate joint war-fighting,
fraining, and readingss as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort
between Cannon and the LS Nowy,

«  Caonnon has ample spaceframp space to accommodate surge force
requiremerts in fraining and emergency situations.

« The ovallability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect
candidate to support future fraining missiors for the F-22, Jaint Strike Fighter, and
other military aircraft.

In summary, unlike large metropolitan areas that constantly complain about military
installations and the associated noise and land encroachment, our community LOVES
AND WANTS CANNCN AFB! Cur community has reached out and supported the base
iike no other community avear the last 50 vears, We've done so financiolly, morally,
spiritudlly and above all, consistently,

im:e:a;/, //i’; : ;
David Hughes

1107 Parkland Drive
Clovis, New Mexico 88101




Red River New Mexico

Red River, New Mexico is one of the many Ski Resorts within a few hours
drive from Clovis, New Meaxico that many military families fromn Cannon
AFB use year around for fun and inexpensive family activities.



