
June 8,2005 

David L. Floyd 
170 1 Arbor Drive 
Clovis, NM 881 01 -2305 

General Lloyd W. Newton 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 2220 1 

General; 

I am writing this letter in support of retaining Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis New 
Mexico. 

Cannon has attributes that cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Cannon has a bombing range 
within minutes of the air base. It also has significant airspace and an electronic warfare 
range. Soon Cannon will have a supersonic range for the training of our 27th Fighter 
Wing aviators, our New Mexico Air National Guard aviators, and others. The base can 
support several squadrons of aircraft and equipment. Of significant importance, and one 
that does not seem to be a concern for our present Department of Defense, is that Cannon 
does not have encroachment issues that limit or prevent operations. To ensure more 
effective operations, local civic groups bought land and donated it to the Air Force. They 
also bought and donated land adjacent to the base for a very fine military housing area. 

Cannon has served to support many joint operations in the past, to include US Navy and 
US Marine Corp aircraft and people. Cannon also supports Guard and Reserve members 
from New Mexico and from the Lubbock Guard and Reserve Center. I am a member of 
the 4 1 3 ' ~  Civil Affairs Battalion, US Army Reserve, in Lubbock, and work at Cannon 
when not tasked with Reserve duty. I have personally deployed from the Lubbock Center 
to Cannon on several occasions. I also served in Iraq during the war, as I was mobilized 
for 14 months. 

Cannon serves many activie and retired National Guard and Reserve members and their 
families in New Mexico and west Texas. Cannon is the only active duty military facility 
within reach for many retired military veterans and their families. If Cannon were to be 
closed, the impact on these veterans and their families would be significant. I have 
personally experienced a blase closure in my youth. I also saw the result of the 
conversion at Cannon in 1996. Cannon had more than 100 F-1 1 1 aircraft. There is a 
huge ramp area for many aircrafi available. Cannon has supported Operation Roving 
Sands many times, suppon:ing Navy, Marine and US Army aviation units to include fixed 
wing and helicopter units. Cannon does not have noise constraints that often limit 
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training at many bases in the US and abroad. This appears to be another issue that our 
DoD didn't consider. 

The DoD appeared not to consider installations/facilities/capabilities/constraints, but 
rather took the shallow approach in selecting installations based on their currently 
possessed fleetlequipment. They should have developed a plan that ensured we kept the 
best installations and our fleets regardless of where they may have been positioned. 

Closure of Cannon would also devastate eastern New Mexico communities. One has 
only to visit Roswell, where Walker closed in 1967 to see what could happen here. It is 
not a success story. New Mexico is already one of the poorest states in the union. The 
DoD has greatly under-estimated the economic impact on the state. The closure of 
Cannon would likely take more than 30% of the economy with it. I read the DoD home 
page relative to BRAC. Their success stories are an attempt to appease people. One need 
not be a history major to know that appeasement is not the answer, and their success 
stories are a pitifid attempt in appeasement. Had they listed the non-success stories, at 
least they would have been honest. 

On a different note, the Cannon military family also has ready access to a quality local 
community college. Three universities and the community college have offices on 
Cannon to serve the milita~y and their families promptly, with classes in base and in the 
local communities. Cannon military members and their families are fortunate to be so 
well served. 

The local community supports Cannon fully. The local community is military-friendly 
and the people of eastern N-ew Mexico and west Texas continue to support Cannon and 
Cannon's military families.. Cannon is the military presence that also encourages many 
young people to join our military. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

David L. Floyd, SGT, USAR 
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