DCN 6991

BRA(“ i
. . “0mm, ..
Dunton Commercial Properties Missiq,
435 Governor’s Road, Milton, NH 03851 (603) 755-3944 AUG i
Where professionalism is expressed through confidentiality, experience and performance. 0 g lub

July 25, 2005
Dear BRAC Commissioner,

I would like to make the following comments about the possible Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - Kittery, ME
WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTIONS:

1) How can Portsmouth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognition of Excellence
Awards from the United States Navy on a Friday and be announced as being listed for
Closure by the government on the following Monday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sufficient for your commission to vote to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

2) How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standard” by which all other shipyards are
measured and still be on the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

3) How come we send consultants all over the World to help train other shipyards to be more
efficient only to make the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

4) How come we complete our overhaul assignments in 50 - 60% of the time it takes other
yards and yet, we are placed on the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

5) Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

6) Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationships in the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Closure List.

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?
7) When those who put us on that Closure List failed to properly calculate the Economic

Impact on a community that lost a major Air Base on the first Closing List. They didn’t
calculate properly, if at all, because they never took into consideration the impact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at least 50 miles from the base and would have a minimum negative impact if the Base were
closed.)

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

8)

9)

10)

The costs of Environmentai Clean-Up were not properly calculated. Why were so many
categories of costs not properly calculated? One of only two reasons - either unintentionally
(incompetence) or intentionally.

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why is there even a Closure List when the government has not even articulated any type of
long-range planning or goals for our military, not even in how many submarines we need
over the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOU commissioners how
IMPRESSED you all are with PNS consistently showering it with ACCOLADES, yet
frequently adding this caveat as recent as yesterday’s visit by two Committee members -

IT all DEPENDS if there is EXCESS CAPACITY in our SHIPYARDS. Certalnly a major
criteria but with questionable long-term planning guidelines, manipulated data and “fuzzy”’
thinking/planning by those whom we’ve placed our TRUST in to make sound, long-term
military planning strategies, would we RISK ELIMINATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
to say nothing about the PREMIER SHIPYARD, when the threat to America over the next
generation is not only from TERRORISTS (and we can’t even handle them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. If we have future military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
(and perhaps (RUSSIA), we’ll certainly need ALL of the SUBS that we HAVE and many
more, as well. In fact, it can be argued that SUBS can be a DETERRENT to other countries
from engaging in military conflicts or skirmishes with us. (Question: WHY is CHINA
BUILING MORE SUBS?)

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why is it a “good” plan to berth all of our subs in one port on each coast?

Was Pearl Harbor that long ago?

11)

12)

13)

14)

Why would the government want to eliminate existing dry docks when it would cost
HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DOLLARS to replace them.

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

The government wouldn’t even release documents relating to how the arrived at their
declsion and only reluctantly and slowly and partially released them after being subpoenaed.

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

The government prevented an EXPERT (recently retired ADMIRAL) from testifying
before your Commission Hearing in Boston only minutes before he was to testify.

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

IF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commission, then you must HONESTLY and
without PREJUDICE, scrutinize the process, the MOTIVATION, the lack of long-range
vision, the vested interests of the politicians, their corporate supporters, their attempt to
cover-up and make up for an impending deficit about to blindside this country from our war
in Iraq, their Red State/Blue State mentality and more. (These were NOT “a political”
recommendations!)



We HOPE there’s LOGIC in THAT?

1 HOPE but am quite SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROUP because it has not been the history of this Administration to appoint NON-PARTISAN
people to any or many commissions. We will just have to wait and see!)

(AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS.)

Summary: Portsmouth was hit extremely hard with the first round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base. It took us about 12 years to get a good foothold on redevelopment. The
Shipyard would be much worse. It would take years of environmental clean-up before the Navy
would turn it over to us. Then another decade or two of redevelopment. It is not as developable a
property as Pease, which, by the way, 1 believe, just finally had it’s last polluted site cleaned up.

THIS ISNOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the military folks will go off to
some new base in Texas or wherever. This is a 200 year old shipyard; the FIRST, the PROUDEST;
STEEPED in MILITARY SERVICE and TRADITION. Called upon in every conflict since the
Revolutionary Era. It has a trained work force SECOND to NONE, that, if the base is closed, will be
scattered to the winds, never to be assembled again and only because of the short-sightedness of the
current decision-makers in Washington. PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
VS. THE GOVERN-MENT’S TRUMPED UP VERSION and PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOW and inaccurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. et. al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD IS SIMPLY THE BEST AND IS SO
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectfully submitted /
YA

Charles D. Dunton

Letter reviewed and supported by:

nie K. Dunton

Jennifer A. Dunton



the Continental Navy’s ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776. Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings to mind with stunning appropriateness, some words
written about another famous early naval vessel -- “Aye! Tear her battered Ensign down,
long has it waved on high.” Tear the fabric of our economy to shreds. Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided local craftsmen with both a livelihood and
pride and given a nation comfort in knowing that the fleet of Portsmouth’s submarines
were unsurpassed in the entire world.

We’ve done our share! We’ve already made the sacrifice. Not only recently with Pease
Air Base but the many times before when are local economy has been influenced by the
vagaries of political/military policies.

Your decisions are, without question, difficult: especially when predicated on economic
or political policy (without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of a reduction to a single submarine base on each

coast).

So I implore you to use fairness and compassion. Don't totally destroy a proud seacoast
community and its surrounding neighbors. A community that has both served it’s Navy
and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectfully,

Don Dunton
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July 25, 2005
Dear BRAC Commissioner,

I would like 1o make the following comments about the possible Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - Kittery, ME

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTIONS:

1) How can Portsmouth Naval Shipyard recejve one of the highest Recognition of Excellence
Awards from the United States Navy on a Friday and be announced as being listed for
Closure by the government on the following Monday!!

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sufficient for your commission to vote to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

2) How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standard” by which all other shipyards are
measured and still be on the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

3) How come we send consultants all over the World to help train other shipyards to be more
efficient only to make the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

4) How come we complete our overhaul assignments in 50 - 60% of the time it takes other
yards and yet, we are placed on the Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

5) Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

6) Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationships in the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Closure List.

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?
7) When those who put us on that Closure List failed to properly calculate the Economic

Impact on a community that lost a major Air Base on the first Closing List. They didn’t
calculate properly, if at all, because they never took into consideration the impact on New



We HOPE there’s LOGIC In THAT?

I HOPF. but am guite SKEFTIC AL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROUP because it has nol been the history of thls Administration to appolnt NON-PARTISAN
people Lo any or many commissions. We will Just have to wait and see?)

{AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERET REPUBLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS,)

Swmmary; Portsmouth was hit extremety hard with the first reund of base Closingy with 1the Clasing
of Pease Air Force Base. It thok us about 12 years to get a good Aerhold on redevelopment. The
Shipyard would be much worse. It would take years of environmentsl clean-up before the Navy
wounld turn it aver to vs. Then another decade or two of redevelopment. 11 is not as developable a
property as Pease, which, by the way, | belleve, just Mnadty had it's last polluted slte cleaned up,

THIS ISNOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the milltary folks will gu off ta
some new base In Texas or wherever, This Is a 200 year okl shipyard; the FIRST, the PROUDEST,;
STEEPED In MILITARY SERYICE and TRAIMTION. Called upon in every conflict since the
Revolutlonary Era. It has a tralned wark force SECOND to NONE, thai, If the base is closed, will be
geattered to the winds, never to he assembled again and only because of the short-sightedness of the
currenl decision-makers in Washington. PLEASE, carefully RE¥TEW the REAL {COST SAYINGS
¥5. THE GOYERM-MENT'S TR1IIMPED UP YERSION and PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOYW and inaceurate
FSTIMATES PROJECTELD BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. «t. al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 1§ SIMPLY THE BEST AND 1S 5O
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.,

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectfully ﬂutmli

// J. fr’u ;

Charles I.'I I]u nton

lttler reviewed and supporied by:
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July 25, 2005

Przar BRAC Commussiomer,

[ wonld like W make the following comments about the poassible Closing of the Portsmouoth Naval Shipyind

{THIS [LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPY ARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. ITS
POIGNANCY 1S ORVIOUS.)

Born in Portsmouth in 1939, | grew up in this beautiful town and didn’t move away untii
my college years. My parents lived Lhere most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Macy members of my family have werked at the *Yard™ for either part or most of their
lives. [ have personally observed the *Yard” from its frantic days during WWII to its less
frantic pace of the late”40s and early "30s {although always vigilant during these Coid
War years) to the excitement braught about by the promise of nuclear power --- and s on
to the present.

I was there dunng the construction of Pease Air Base in the " 50s - for the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s,

1 saw what these two bases did for the region. They obvicusty pumped millions of dollars
into the communily and provided thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a belter
guality of tife 1o the residents nol only through those dollars but through the personnel
thal were assigned o the bascs: the officers, engineers, pilots, technicians and support
staff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bises also made the community dependent on them. The bases are the Tifeblood of
this area.

| have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thousands of personnej assigned
efsewhere with the corresponding toss of their dollars and their talents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schools, medical services, And - at the worst possible ime! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were suffering severely, to the point when our state banking
systems were 1n near total collapse. But we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Peasc, the povernment has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A proud monument
to our leeal heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
cur Umon! We proudly display on our State flag an image of the Raleigh, one the first of



the Contirental Navy’s ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776. Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by Johm Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings to mind with stunning appropriateness, some words
written zbout another famous early naval vessel -- "Aye! Tear her battered Ensign down,
fong has it waved on high.” Tear the fabric of our economy to shreds. Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided locai craftsmen with both a livelihood and
pride and given & nation comfort in knowing thal the fleet of Portsmouth’s submarines
were unsurpasscd in the entire world,

We've done our share! We've already made the sacrifice. Nol only recently with Pease
Aar Base but the many times before when are lecal economy has been influenced by the

vagaries of political/military policies.

Your decisions are, without question, difficult: especially when predicaled on economic
or political policy (without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of a reduction to a single submarine base on cach
coast}.

S0 | impiore you Lo use faimess and compassion. Don'l totally destroy a proud scacoast
communily and its surrcunding neighbors. A community that has both served it’s Navy

and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectiully,

Don Dunton
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July 25, 2008
Dear BRAC Commissioner,

I would like o make the [llowing comments about the possible Clising of the Ponsmouth Naval Shipyvard
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard — Kittery, ME
WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

OUESTIONS:

I3 Bow can Portsmowth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognitlon of Exerllence
Awprds from the United States Nayy on & Friday and be annovneed as belng lsted for
Clasere by the government on the following Monday!!

WHERE'S the L.OGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sufficient for your cemmission to vote to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

2} How can we be referred to a5 the “Gold Standard* by which all other shipyards are
nwasured and stlll be on the Closure Lise?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THATT

3,  How come we send consultents atl over the World 1o help train other shipyards to he more
efficient only to nake the Closure Llat?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

d; How come we compiste our overhaul asslgnments In 50 - 0% of the time il takes other
yards and yet, we are plared on the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

51  Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

5) Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationshipe in the ¢ountry THAT
OTHEERS MOLDLEL, we still make the Closure List.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?
71 When those whe pul us on (hat Clasure List failed (v properly cabcelate the Econemic

Impact on a community that lost a major Alr Base on the first Closing List. They didn’t
ealeulate properiy, If at all, because they never bk Inte consideration the bmpact on New



Hampshire where apprax 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at least 50 mites from the hage and would hove a minlmum negative Impact if the Base were
closed.)

WHERE"S the LOGIC in THAT?

B)

L}

1

The costs of Environmental Clean-Up were not properly ealcutated. Why were 50 many
categorles of costs not properly calculated? Ome of enly two reasons - either unintentionatly
(incompetence) or intentionaily.

WHERE™S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why Is there even a Clasure List when the gevernment has nok even articulated any type of
long-range planiing or goals for our military, not even in how many submarines we need
over the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from Y OU commissioners how
IMPRESSED you all are with PN5S consistently showering € with ACCOLADES, yet
Trequently adding this caveal as recent as yesterday’s visit by twe Corrrmitter smembers —

IT all DEPENDS If there 1s EXCESS CAPACITY in our SHIPYARDS. Certainly & major
criteria but with questionable long-term planning guidelines, manipulated data and “fuzzy™
thinking/ptanning by those whom we've placed our TRUST in to make sound, long-term
military planning strategies, would we RISK ELIMIMATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
10 say nedhing about the PREMIER SHIPY ARD, when the threat to Amerlea over the next
generation is nol only from TERRORISTS {and we can even handle them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps seversl OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. If we have future mitltary issues with CHINA, NORTH KORE A
and perhaps (R1ISSIA}, we'll certainly need ALL of the S1BS that we HAYE and many
more, a8 well, 1n fact, it can he argued that SURS ¢an be 8 DETERRENT to other countries
frem engaging in military conflicts or skirmishes with vs. (Question: WHY is CHINA
RUTLING MORE SUBS?)

WHERE'S the L.OGIC in THAT?

Why Is it a “good™ plan to berth all of aur subs in one port on each coast?

Was Pearl Harbor that long sge?

11

1

(EJ]

I

Why would the goverpment want to eliminale existing dry docks when it would cost
HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DOLLARS to replace them.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

The gevernment wauldn™t even release documents relating o how the arcived at their
decision and only reluctantly and slowly and partially released them afler being subposnsed,

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

The governmenl prevented an EXPERT (recently retived ADMIRAL) fraem testifying
before your Commbsslon Hearlng In Boston only minuies before he was to testily.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

IF your are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commisslon, then you nst HONESTLY and
without FREJUDICE, serutinize the process, the MOTIVATION, the iack of long-range
vislon, the vested interests of the polithclans, thelr eorporate supporiers, thelr attempl Lo
tover-up and make up for an Impending deflelt about to blindside this countyy from our war
in Iraq, their Red State/Blue State mentality and more, {These were NOT “a political™
recommendations!}



We HOPE there's TOGIC in TIHAT?Y

| HOPE bast am quite SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROUP because il as oot been the history of this Adminlstration to appoint NON-PARTISAN
people to any ot many commisslons. We will just have to wait and see!)

{AND, THIS COMES FROM A RECISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR OYER THIRTY YEARS,)

Summary: Portsmmouth was hit extremely hard with the first round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base. [f fook us abowt 12 years to get & good foothofd on redevelopment. The
Shlpyard would be mmuch worse. It would take years of environmental clean-up before the Navy
would turn it over to us. Then another detadle or two of redevelopment. 11 is not as developable a
property as Peave, which, by the way, | believe, just finally had it’s last polluted site cleaned vp.

THIS ISNOT A TYPICAL MILI'TARY BASE CLOSING where the military fulks witl go ofT to
some new base in Texas or wherever. This is a 20 year old shipyard; ithe FIRST, the PROGBDEST;
STEEFED In MILITARY SERYICE and TRADITION, Called upon In every conflict since the
Revolutionary Era. It has a tralned work force SECOND 10 NONE, that, If the hase is closed, will be
seattered to the winds, never to be assembled agaln and only because of the short-sightedness of the
currenl decislon-makers In Washloglen. PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
¥5. THE GOYERN-MENT'S TRUMPED UP VERSION and PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsnaouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOW and lnaccurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. et al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIFYARD IS SEMPLY THE BEST AND IS SO
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectfully su hmitti:d}_d-__l
’
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Charles I}. Dunten

Letter reviewed and supported by:

Jennbfer A, Dunton
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July 25, 2005

Doar BRAC Commissioner,

| wouhd like 10 make the following coummenis about the possible Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyand

{THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPYARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. 1TS
POIGNANCY 15 OBVIOUS.)

Bom in Portsmouth in 1939, 1 grew up in this beantiful town and didn't move away wntil
my college years. My parenis lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my family have worked at the “Yard” for either part or most of their
lives, 1 have personally cbserved the “Yard™ from its frantic days during WW11 to its less
frantic pace of the late™405 and early *50s (although always vigilant during thesc Cold
War years} to the excilement brought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
to the present.

1 was there during the consiruction of Pease Air Base in the *5)s - for ithe coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

1 saw whal these two bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of doliars
mnto the conmmunity and provided thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents not only through those dellars but through the personnel
that were assigned 10 lthe bases: the officers, engincers, pilots, technicians and support
staff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the commusnily dependent on them. The bases are the lifebicod of
this arca.

I have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thousands of personnel assigned
elzsewhere with the corresponding Yass of their dollars and their talents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schouls, medical services. And -- at the worst possible time! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were sutfering severely, to the point when our state hanking
systems were in aear tolal collapse. But we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the government has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, A proud monument
to our local heritage and 1o the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Union! We proudly display on our State flag an image of the Raleigh, one the first of
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July 25, 2005

Dear BRAC Caommissioner,

[ would like wr make the fellowing commenis aboul the possible Closing of he Portsmeouth Maval Shipyand

Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - Kittery, ME

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTIONS;

n

1)

H

4)

5)

How can Portsmouth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognition of Excellence
Awards from the United Seates Navy on a Friday and be announced as belng listed for
Closure by the government en the lollowing Monday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sufficiend for your commission (o vote to remove PNS lrom
your Clesure List!

How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standard™ by which all nther shipyards are
mcasured and stilf be on the Closure ListT

WHERE"S the LOGIC Ja THAT?

How come we sesd] consuttants all over the Warkd to help train other shipyurds to he more
efficient only to make the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

How come we complete our over haul assignments In 80 - 0% of the time it takes other
yards and yel, we are pleced on the Closure [ist?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why, when we save MILLTONS & MILEIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THA'T?

&)

7

Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relatlons relatlonships In the conntry THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Closure List.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?
When those who put us on that Closere List failed to properly calculate the Economle

Impact on & cemmunity that lost a major Alr Base on the first Closing List. They didn*t
calculate properly, IT at ali, because they never took Inte consideration the lmpact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reskde. {They wsed Portland, ME,
at lezst 50 miles from the base and would have 8 minimum negallve impact If the Base were
closed.)

WHERE'S the LOGTC in THAT?

B} The costs of Enviraonmental Clean-lp were not properly calculated. ¥Why were s0 many
categories of cosis nol properly calculated? Ome of only two reasons - either unintentionally
{Inenmpetence} or intentionally.

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

9% Why is there even a Closure List when the government has not even articulated any type of
long-range planning or goals Fer our mllitary, not even In how many submarines we need
over the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOU commissioners how
IMPRESSED you all are with FNS consistently showering it with ACCOLADES, yet
frequently adding this cavent ns recent as yesterdsy's visil by twe Commiitee members -

IT all DEPENDS il there isr EXCESS CAPACITY In cur SHIFY ARDS. Certainly a major
crileria bort with gquestionable loneg-term planning guidellnes, maniputated data and “fuzzy*
thinking/planning by thase whom we've placed our TRUST tn to make sound, long-term
mittitary planning strategies, would we RISk ELIMINATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
to aay nothing about the PREMIER SHIPYARD, when the threat to America over the next
generation s not ouly frem TERRORISTS (and we can’t even handle them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHIER
COUNTRIES, as well. If we have future military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
{and perhaps (R1/S51A}, we'll certalnly need ALL of the SUBS that we HAYE and many
wmore, a5 webll, In [act, it can be argued that SUBS can be s DETERRENT to ather countries
from engsplng in military conflicts or skirmishes with ws. (Question: WHY is CHINA
BUILING MORE SUBS™)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

i0) Why Is It a “good™ plan to berth afl of our subs in one port on each coask?
wWas Pearl Harbor that long ago?

11) ¥Why would the government want to eliminale existing dry docks whren it would cost
HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of D{DOLLARS to replace them.

WHERE™S the LOGIC in THAT?

12y The governnrent wouldn't even rebease documents retating to how the arrived gt their
decision and oaly retuctantly and slowly and partlally released them after being subpoenasd.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

13} The povernment prevented an EXPERT irecently retlred ADMIRAL) from testifying
before your Commission Hearing in Boston onty minuies before he was to testify.

WHERE"S the LOGIC in THAT?
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IF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commlsskn, then you must HONESTLY and
withowt PREJUDICE, scrutinize the process, the MOTIVATION, the lack of long-range
vision, the vested Interests of the polliiclans, their corporate supporters, their attempt 1o
eover-up ard make up for an impending deficil about 1o blindside this couniry from our war
In lraq, thetr Red State/Blue State mentelity and more, (These were NOT “g political”
reconimendations!)



We ROPE there’s LOGIC In THAT?

1 HOPE bt awi guite SKEPTHC AL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
CGROUP because it has not been the history of this Administratlon to appolnt NON-PARTISAN
people to any or many commissions, We will Just have to wait and seel)

(AND, TINS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR OYER THIRTY YEARS.)

Summary: Porismouth was hit extremely hard with the Nrst round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base. 1t took us aboat £2 years ta get 4 good foothald an redevelopment. The
Shipyard would be much worse. It would Lake years of envirormental clean-up before the Navy
would turp it over to ns. Then anothwr decade ar two of redevelopment. It is not as developable a
property as Pease, which, by the way, T believe, Just finally had it's last polluted site cleansd up.

THIS IS NOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the mllitary folks witl go off o
some pew base in Texan or wherever. This s & 200 year old shipyard; the FIRST, the PROUDEST;
STEEPED In MILITARY SERYICE and TRAGITION. Called upon tn every conflicl slnce the
Revolutlonary Era. It has a iralned work force SECOND 1o NONE, that, if the base is closed, will be
scattered to the winds, never to be assembled agaln and only because of the short-sightedness of the
current decislon-makers in Washlngten. PLEASE, carefully RE¥IEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
¥5. THE GOYERN-MENT'S TRUMPED 1/P YERSION and PLEASE, carcfully REVIEW 1he
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Pertsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LW and inaccurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. . al,

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPFYARD IS SEIMPLY THE BEST AND IS SO
RECOGNIEZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectiutly suhmittetl!, .
ff -
1
é:r,r&; b L/J( A
Charles B Thunton

Letter reviewed and supported by:

dem

mie K. Dunton

\B.J\\J‘i\f& lg\-_ __\:‘}:— —

Jeanifer A. Dunton
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Where profesiicmatism 15 oxprecied through confulendtality, experience aed performiinee,

July 25, XI5
Dear BRAT Comimissiener,

i wamld ke o make the Tollowing comments aboul the possible Closing of the Portsmoueih Naval Shipyaad

(THIS LLET'TER WAS WRITTEN IN 1984, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL.
SHIPY ARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED #OR CLLOSURE AT THAT TIME. ITS
POIGNANCY [5 GBVIOUS )

Bom in Portsmouth in 1939, [ grew up in this beautiful town and didn't move away until
my college years. My parents lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my family have worked at the *Yard”™ {or either part or most of their
lives. [ have personally observed the “Yard™ from its frantic days during WWil to its less
frantic pace of the latc"40s and early *30s (although always vigilanl during these Cold
War years) to the exciterment brought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
to the present.

| was there during the construction of Pease Air Base in the *50s - for the coming of the
B-47s and later the H.52s.

1 saw what these iwo bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of doliars
into the community and provided thousands of jobs, More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents not only through thoese doltars but through the personnel
thal were assigned to the bases: the officers, engineers, pilots, technicians and suppoert
staff. Many of these fotks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the community dependent on them. The hases are the lifeblood of
this ares,

I have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Theusands of personne! assigned
elsewhere with the corresponding loss of their dollars and their talents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schoals, medical services. And -- at the worst possible lime! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were suffering severely, to the point when our state banking
systems were in near total collapse. Bul we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the goverrment has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A proud monument
ta our local heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Umoen! We proudly display on cur State flag an image of the Raleigh, one the lirst of



the Continental Navy's ships, buill in Portsmouth in 1776, Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings to mind with stunning appropriateness, some words
written about another famous early naval vessel -- “Avye! Tear her battered Ensign down,
iong has it waved on high.” Tear the fabric of our economy to shreds. Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided local craftsmen with hoth a livelihood and
pride and given a nation comfort in knowing thal the fleet of Portsmouth’s submarines
were unsurpassed in the entire world.

We've done our share! We've already made the sacrifice. Not only recently with Pease
Air Base bul the many limes before whea are local economy has been influenced by the
vagaries of political/military policics.

Y our decisions are, without question, difficult; especially when predicated on economic
or political policy {without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of a reduction to a single submarine base on each
coast).

S0 | implore you to use fairness and compassion. Don't totally destroy a proud seacoast
commupity and its surrounding neighbors. A community that has both served it’s Navy
and depended on il since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectiully,

Don Dunten



Dunton Commerctal Properties i,
435 Governor's Road, Milton, NH 03851 {803) 7553%44 UMy,
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AUG 0 8 2005

July 25, 2005 .
.F'L'C‘fp__!'-;.{;r ;
Dear BRAC Commisstoner,

| wanld ke tor make the loblowing comments about the possibte Closing of the Ponsmouth Naval Shipyard
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard — Kittery, ME
WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

OUEBTIONS:

1) How can Portsmoull Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognition of Excellence
Awards from the Lnlted Siates Navy on a Friday and be announced as being Hsted for
Closure by ihe governmen! an the following Monday!?

WIIERLE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be suffictent for yeur commilsgon 1o vate to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

21 How can we be referred to ag the “Gold Standard” by witkch all other shipyards are
measured and Sl be on the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

3  How come we send copsultants all over the World 1o help train other shipyards to he more
¢iMiclent enly to make the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

4} How come we complete onr overhaul assignients In 50 - 60% of the time il takes other
yards and yel, we are placed on the Closure List?

WIHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

5} Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on sn overhaul, we make tihe
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

8) Why, when we have ong of the best Labor Relations relationships in the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Closure List,

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?
7} When those whe put us on that Closure List failed to properly calculate the Economie

Impact on & community that lost a mejor Alr Base on the first Closlng Llst. They didnt
chlculate properly, if at all, because they never ok Inte consideration the Impact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at least 50 miles from the base ami would have 8 minimum negative impact if the Base were

closed.)

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

8
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The costs of Environmental Clean-Lp were not properly calculated, Why were so many
categories of costs nol properly calculated? One of only Iwo reasons - ¢lther unintentionally
(locompetemce ) or intentionally.

WIHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why is there even a Closore List when the govermnent has not even artleulsted any iype of
lang-range planning or goals for our mllitary, notl even In how many submarines we peed
over the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOU commissioners how
IMPRESSED you all are with PNS consistently showerlng Il with ACCOLADES, yet
Trequently adding this caveal as recenl as yesterday’s vlsit by twe Commitlee mreimbers —

IT all DEPENDS If there 1as EXCESS CAPACITY in our SHIPFYARDS, Certainly & major
eriteria bul with questionable long-term planning guidelines, manipulsted data and “fussy™
thinking/ptanning by thase whom we've placed ovr TRUST in to make sound, long-term
military ptanning stralegies, would we RISK ELIMINATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
te say nothing about the PREMIER SHIPYARD, when Lhe threat to Americs over the next
generation is nol only Mo TERRORISTS {and we can’t even handle them), but CHINA
sod NORTH KOREA, ihe MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several CTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. IF we have fuiure military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
{snd perhaps (RUSSIA), we'll certalnly need ALL of the SUBS that we HAVE and many
more, 85 well. In fact, It can be argued that 5185 can be o DETERRENT to other countries
from engaging in military confliets or skirmishes with us, (Quaestion; WHY is CHINA
BLITLING MORE SUBS?Y)

WHERE"S the LOGIC in THAT?

1] Why Is It & “good” plan to berth all of our spbs In one port on each coast?

Was Perrl Harbor that long ago?

11} Why would the povermment want to eliminate existing dry docks when it would cost

HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DOLLARS 10 replace them.

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

12} The government wouldn't even release documents relating 10 how the arrived at their

13

14)

dectsion and onty reluctantly and slowly and partially released them after being subpoenaed.
WHERE’S the LOGIC In THAT?

The government prevented an EXPERT (recently retired ADMIRAL) from testifying
before your Commlasion Hearing in Boston only minutea before he was to testify.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

IF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commisslon, then you must HONESTLY and
without PREJUDICE, scrutlnlze 1he process, the MOTIVATION, the lack of long-range
viston, the vested inlerests of the politicians, their corporate supporters, their attempt 10
cover-up and make up for an impending deficit pbout to blindside this country from our wer
In Iraq, their Red State/Biue State mentality and more., [These were NOT “a politicaf™
recommendallnns!)



We HOPE there's LOGIC in THAT?

1 HOPE but am quite SKEPTICAT that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY un INDEPENDENT
GROUP becuuse il has nol been the history of this Administration to appoint NON-PARTISAN
people to any or many commlssions. We will just have lo wait and see!)

{AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBRLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS.)

Sommary: Portsmouth was hil extremely hard with the first reund of buse Closings with the Closing
of Pease Alr Force Base. If took us about 12 years to get a gond feothold on redevelopment. The
Shlpyard would be much worse, 11 would take years of environmental clean-up before the Nuyvy
would turn it over to us. Then another decade or two of redevelopment. 11 is not a5 developable a
properiy as Pease, which, by the way. | believe, just finalty had it’s last polluted site cleaned wvp.

THIS IS NOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the miltitary falks wil go off to
some new hase in Texas or wherever. This is a 204 year old shipyard; ithe FIRST, the PROLGDEST;
STEEPED io MILITARY SERVICE and TRADITION. Called upon in every confliet since the
Revolutionary Era. It has A tralnsd work foree SECOND 1o NONE, that, If the hase is closed, will be
scaltered to the winds, never to be assembled agaln and only because of the short-slghtedness of the
current decisien-makers In Washington. PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
¥5 THE GOVERN-MENT'S TR1UMPED 1P VERSION and PLEASE, earcfully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOW and inaceurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. e, al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD IS SIMPLY THE BEST AND 15 50
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Revpecilully suhmilled(}_. -

-

y T _.! __f_"’ -
o 1A

Charles D. Dunton

Letter reviewed and supported by:

Jenmdfer A. Donton
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July 25, 20005
Deai BRAC Commissioner,

[wondd ke wy muke the follow ing comments about the passible Closing o the Ponsmouth Naval Shrpyard

{THIS LEI'TER WAS WRITTEN [N 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPYARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THA'l TIME. ITS
POEGNANCY 15 OBVIOUS )

Born in Portsmouth in 1939, T grew op in this beautiful town and didn’t move away uniil
my college years. My parents lived there mosi of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my family bave worked al the “Yard™ for either part or most of their
lives. ] have personally observed the “Yard™ from its frantic days during WWIH o i1s less
frantic pace of the fatc™40s and early “50s (although always vigilant during these Cold
War years) 1o the excitement brought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
lo the presenl.

1 was there during the construction of Pease Air Basc 1n the *50s - for the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

| saw what these two bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of doilars
into the community and provided thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a better
quality of life (o the residents not only through those doltars but through the personnel
that were assigned to Lhe bases: the officers, engineers, pilots, techuicians and support
staff. Many of these lolks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the community dependent on them. The bases are the lifeblood of
this area.

1 have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Theusands of personne! assigned
elsewhere with the corresponding loss of their dollars and their talents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schouls, medical services. And -- at the worst possible fime! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were suffering severely, to the point when our state banking
systems were in near total collapse. Bul we persevered.

Bul even before we can recover Tully from the closing of Pease, the govermnment has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A proud monument
to our local heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Umion! We proudly display on our State flag an 1mage of the Raleigh, one the first of



the Continental Navy's ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776. Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings to mind wilh stunning appropriateness. some words
wniten about another famous carly naval vessel - “Avye! T'car her battered Ensign down,
long has it waved on high.” Tear the fabnc of our economy io shreds, Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided local crafismen with both  livelihood and
pride and given a natton comfort in knowing that the fleet of Portsmouth’s submannes
were unsurpassed in the entire world.

We've done our share! We've already made Lhe sacrifice. Not only recently with Pease
Air Base bul the many times before when are local economy has been influenced hy the
vagaries of political/military policies.

Y our decisions are, withoul question, difficult: especially when predicated on economic
or political poticy (without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of & reduction to a single submarine base on each
coast}.

S0 1 implore you to usc fairiess and compassion. Don't totally destroy a proud seacoast
community and its surrounding neighbors. A community that has both served it's Navy

and depended on il since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectlully.

BPon Duntan
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Warre professionulisen iy expressed through confidenfiality, experience and perfarmance. | T
July 25, 3NS5

Dear BRAC Commissioner,

I woubd like 10 make the lallowing comments absan the possible Closiag ol the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard — Kittery, ME
WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTIONS:

1) How can Portsmouth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highesi Recognition of Excellence
Awards from the United States Navy on a Friday and be announced as being listed for
Closurs by the governinent on the Tollowing Monday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sufficient for your commisslon to vote to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

2} How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standard™ by which all other shipyards are
measured and still be on the Closwre List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

31 How come we send consultants all over the World Lo help traln sther shipyards o be more
efficient only to make the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

4) How come we complete our overhaul asslgnments In 50 - 0% of the titne it Lakes other
yarids amd yet, we are placed on the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

5] Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an everhnaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?Y

&) Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationships in the country THAY
OTHERS MODEL, we stHl make the Closure List.

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?
7)  When those who put ws on that Closire List Inlled to properly caleulate the Economic

Impact on & communily that lost a major Air Base on the Mrst Closing List. They didn't
ealculate properly, if at all, because they never took into consideration the impact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. {They used Portland, ME,
at least 50 miles from the base and would have a minimum negative impact if the Base were
closed.)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

%} The casts of Environmental Clean-Up were not properly caleulated. Why were 50 many
categories of costs nod properly caleulated? One of only two reasobis - elther unintentionally
fincompetence’ or intentionally,

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

%  Why Is there even a Closure List when the government has not even articolated any type of
long-range planning or goals for owr military, not even In how many submarines we need
aover the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING frem YOU commissioners how
IMPRESSELD you all are with PNS consisiently showering It wlth ACCOLADES, yel
frequently adding this caveat as recent as yesterday's visil by twe Commiliee members ~
IT &l DEPENDS If there Is EXCESS CAPACITY In our SHIPY ARDS. Certainly n mnjor
criterla but with questionabte long-ierm planeing guidelines, manipulated deta and “Tuzzy™
thinking/planning by those whom we've placed our TRUST in to make sound, long-term
military plannlng strategies, would we RISK ELIMINATING even ONE more SHIPY ARD,
to say nothing about the PREMIER SHIPY ARD, when the threat lo America over the next
generation is not oply {from TERRORISTS (and we can't even handle them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. IF we have future military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
{and perhaps (RUSSIA), we’ll certainly need ALL of the SUBS that we HAYE and many
more, a5 well, 1n fact, it can be argued that SUBS can be a DETERRENT 10 other countries
from engaging ln military conflicts ot skirmishes with us. (Questlon: WHY Is {HINA
BUILING MORE SRS

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

I Why is it a “pood™ plast to berth all of pur subs in one port on each coast?
Was Pearl Harbor that long age?

11) Why would the poverniment want to €llminate exlsting dry docks when it would cost
HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DHOLLARS to replace them.

WHERES the LOGIC in THAT?

12) The government wouldn't even release documents relaling to how the arrived et their
decidon snd ondy reluctantly and stowly and partistty releaszed them efier being subpoensed.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

13 The government prevented an EXPERT (recently rettred ADMIRAL} from testifying
before your Commission Hearing In Boston only minutes before he waa to testily.

WHERE'S the LOGIC iIn THAT?

14y IF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commission, then you must HONESTLY and
without PREJUDICE, scrutinize the process, the MOTI¥ ATION, the lack of long-range
vlgion, the vested interests of the politiclans, thelr corporate supporiers, thelr attempl Lo
cover-up and make up for an Impending deflclt abouot 1o blindside this country from our war
in Irag, their Red State/Blue State mentality and more. { These were NOT “a politcal’
recominendations!}



We HOPE there's OGS in TIIAT?

I HOPE but am quite SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENF
GROLU P because it has not been the history of this Administration to appoint NON-PARTIS AN
people Lo any or many commissions. We will just have 1 wait and see!)

(AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR O¥ER THIRTY YEARS,)

Summary: Portsmouth was hit extremely hard with the firsi round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base. It took us about |2 years Lo gel a good foothold an redevelepment. The
Shipyard would be much worse, It would take years af environmental clesn-up before the Navy
would turn it nver to us. Then another decade or two of redevelopment. It is not as developable a
properly as Pease, which, by the way, | belleve, just finally had it's tast polluted site cleaned vp.

THIS IS NOT A TYPIOAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the milltary folks will go off (e
sonie Rew base in Texas or wherever. This is a 206 year oMl shipyard; the FIRST, the PROLIDEST;
STEEPED in MILITARY SERVICE and TRADITION. Called upon in every confliet sinece the
Revolutlonary Era. If has a trained work force SECOND to NONE, that, if ihe base ks closed, will be
scatiered to the winds, never 1o be axsembled sgaln and only because of 1he short-sightedness of the
current declvion-makers in Washington, PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
V8, TRE GOYERN-MENT'S TRUMPED UP YERSION and PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOW and inaccurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEFPT. et. al,

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPFYARD 1S SIMPLY THE BEST AND 15 50O
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAYY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respecifully submitted, .
A A

/ & oy I. ] : [
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Charles . Dunlon

Letter revlewed and supported hy:
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July 25, 2X5

Dewr BRAC Commissioner,

U would like o make the Tollowing comments about the passible Closing ol the Portsmuouth Navat Shipyard

{FHES LETTER WAS WRITTEN [N 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPY ARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. ITS
POIGNANCY 15 OBVIQUS. )

Rom in Partsmouth in 1932, ] grew up in this beautiful town and didn’t move away until
my college years. My parents lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my family have worked at the “Yard™ for either part or most of their
lives. [ have personally observed the “Yard™ from its frantic days during WWI to its less
lramtic pace of the late”d0s and early '50s (although always vigilant during these Cold
War years} to the excitement brought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
1o Lhe present,

1 was there during the construction of Pease Air Base in the *50s - for the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

I saw whar these two bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of dollars
into the comminity and previded thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents not only through those dollars but through the personnel
thal were assigned to the bases: the officers, engineers, pilots, technictans and support
staff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the community dependent on them. The bases are the lifeblood of
this area.

1 have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thousands of personnei assigned
elsewhere with the comesponding loss of their doliars and their tatents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schools, medical services. And -- at the worst possible time! A
time when the ration was in the middle of a majer recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were suffering severely, to the point when our state banking
systems were in near olal coliapse. But we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the government has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, A proud monument
to our {ocal heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Union! We proudly display on our State flag an image of the Raleigh, enc the first of



the Continental Navy's ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776, Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings 1o mind with stunning appropriatencss, some words
written about another lamous early naval vessel - “Aye! Tear her battered Ensign down,
fong has it waved on high.”™ Tear the fabric of our economy to shreds. IDismantle (hat
which has for nearly two centunes provided local craftsmen with both a livelihood and
pride and given a nation comforl in knowing thal the fleet of Portsmouth’s submarines
were unsurpassed in the entire world.

We've donc our share! We've already made the sacnifice. Not only recently with Pease
Air Base but the many times before when are local economy has been influenced by the
vagaries of political/military policies,

Y our decisions are, without question, difficult: especially when predicated on economic
or political pelicy {without even raising the argument of the appropnateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of 2 reduction to a single submarine base on each
coast).

So limplore you to use faimess and compassion. Don't totally destroy a proud seacoast
communily and its surrounding neighbors. A communily that has both served it's Navy

and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain arcund. We stiil have more
than our share.

Respectiully,

[2on [Junton
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Where professionalivim is expressed through confidenttafity, experience and performance,
July 25, 2005

Dear BRAC Commissioner,

I would like o make the following commoents about the possible Closing of the Ponsimouth Nuval Shipyand
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - Kittery, ME
WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTTONS:

1) How can Portsmouth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognition of Excellesce
Awards from the United States Navy on 8 Friday and be anneunced as being listed for
Closure by the government on the following Maonday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be sulficient for your commissien to vote o remove PNS from
your Closure List!

2}  How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standard™ by which ali other shipyards are
mreasvred and st be on the Closure List 2

WHERE'S the LIXGIC in THAT?

3 How come we send consultants alk over the World to help train other shipyards to be more
elTiclent only to make the Closure List?

WHERE"S the LOGIC In THAT?

d) How come we complete our gverhaul ssigninents in 50 - 60% of the time it takes other
yards and yet, we are placed on the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

5} Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Chosure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

6) Why, when we have one of the best Labor Redations relationships in the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL., we still make the Closure List.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?
7} When those who pot us on that Closure List failed te property calculate the Economle

Impaet on & tommunity that lost 2 major Alr Base on the firsl Closing List. They didn’t
caleulate properly, If at all, because they never took inte consideratlon the Impact on New



Hamipshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at least S0 miles from the base and would have & minkmum negative Impact if the Base were
closed.}

WHERFKE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

8} The costs of Environmental Clean-1lp were not properly calculated. Why were 50 many
categories of costs not properly calcnlated? One of only two reasoens - either unintentionally
{Incompetence) or intentionally.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

9] Why is there even a Closure List when the government has not even sriiculated any type of
long-range planning or goals Tor our military, not even in how many submarines we need
over the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOU commissleners how
IMPRESSED you all are with PNS consistently showering it with ACCOLADES, yet
frequenily adding this caveat as recent as yesterday's visit by two Commitiee menthers —

IT all DEPENDS if there is EXCESS CAPACITY in our SHIPYARDS. Certalnly a major
criteria but with questionable tong-term planning guldelines, manipulated data and ‘Tuzzy"
thinklng/planning by thase whom we've placed nur TRUST I to make sound, lsng-term
mitltary planning strategies, would we RISK ELTMINATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
to say nothing about the PREMIER SHIFY ARD, when the threal to America over the pext
generation is not anly from TERRORISTS (and we can’l even hamile them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. I we have future military lssues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
{and perhaps (RLUSS1AYL we'll certainty need ALL of the SUBS that we HAYE and many
more, a5 well. In fact, it can be argued that SUBS can be a DETERRENT Lo #iher countries
from engaging In military conficts or skivimlshes with ws. (Cuestion: WHY is CHINA
BUILING MORE 5UEST)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

10}y Why ls 11 a “good™ plan to berth all of our subs in one port on each coast?
Was Pearl Harbor that long ago?

11) Why waould the governinent want to ellminate existing dry docks when It woold cost
HUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DOLLARS to replace them.

WHERE"S the LOGIC in THAT?

L2} The government wouldn’t even release documents relating 10 how the arrived at their
decision and oaly reluctantly and slowly and partially released them alter being subpocnacil.

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

13) The government prevented an EXPERT (recently retlred ADMIRAL) from lestifying
hefore your Commission Hearing in Boston only mlnules before he wan to testify,

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

14) TF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commlssien, then you must HONESTLY and
without PREJUDICE, scrutlnize the process, the MOTIVATHON, the lack of Jong-range
vigion, the vested interestz of the pollticians, their corporate supporters, their aftempt 10
cover-up and make up for an impendlng deficit abeot fo bilndslde this country Trom our war
tn Iraq, their Red State/Bloe State mentality and maore, i These were NOT “a political™
recommendatlons!)



We HOPE there’s LOGIC in TIHAT?

1 HOPE bl aim qulte SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROUP because it has not been the history of this Adminlstration (o appoint NON-PARTISAN
pevpie to any or many commissiens. 'We will just have to wait and see!)

{AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS.)

Summary: Portsmanth was hit extremely hard with the first round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Alr Force Base. It Llouk us about 12 years o get a good foothold on redevelopment. The
Shlpyard would be much worse. Il would take years of environmental clezn-up before the Navy
would turn it over to us. Then another decade or twa of redevelopment. J'1 Js nol as developable a
properly as Pease, which, by the way, ) believe, just finally had it's tast poltuted site cleuned up.

THIS 1S NOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the military folks will zo off 1o
sume new base in Texas ar wherever, This is a 200 year old shipyard; the FIRST, the PROUDEST;
STEEPED in MILITARY SERVICE and TRADRITION. Called upon In every confllct since the
Revohutionary Era. It has 8 trained work Feree SECOND to NONE, that, If the base is closed, will be
scattered to the winds, never to he assemhled again and anly because of the short-sightedness of the
current declsion-makers in Washington, PLEASE, carefully REVIEYY the REAL COST SAYINGS
¥5. THE GO¥ERN-MENT'S TRUMPED LUP ¥YERSION and PLEASE, carcfully REYIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOV and inaecurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. €. al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD IS SIMPLY THE BEST AND IS 50O
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectfully -".uhmltk-d}

/r?//{{;rf :"I/.: tlj’ e

Charkes D. Dunton

Letltr reviewed and supported by:

Jenndfer A. Dunton



Dunton Commercial Properties
335 Governor’'s Road. Milion, NH 03851 (6d3) 7553944 @@PV

Where preofessicmatism iy expressed (firough confidentiality, experience and perforsine.
July 25, 2005

Dear BRAC Commissioncr,

I woould Fike 1o make the Tollowing comments about the possible Closing of the Porsmaouth Naval Shipyaed

{('THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAV AL
SHIPY ARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. ITS
POIGNANCY [5 OBVIOUS )

Born in Pertsmouth in 1939, | grew up in this beantiful town and didn’l move away until
my college years. My parents lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my farmily have worked at the “Yard™ for either part or most of their
lives. | have personally chserved the “Yard” from its (rantic days during WWII to its less
frantic pace of the late”40s and early “50s (although always vigilant during these Cold
War years) to the excitement brooght about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
to the present.

1 was there during the construction of Pease Air Base 10 the *50s - [or the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

[ saw whal these two bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of dollars
mto the community and provided thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents not only through those dollars but through the personnel
thatl wers assigned to the hases: the officers, enpineers, pilots, technicians and support
staff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the communily dependent on them. The bases are the lifeblood of
this area.

! have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thounsands of personnel assigned
elsewhere with the corresponding loss of thetr dollars and their talents. With that came
the closing of businesses, schools, medicai services. And -- at the worst possible time! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hampshire were suffenng severely, 1o the point when our state banking
systems were 1 near total collapse. But we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the government has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A proud monument
to cur local heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Union! We proudly display on our State flag an 1mage of the Raleigh. one the first of



the Continental Navy's ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776. Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The viosing of the shipyard brings to mind with slunning appropnateness, some words
wrilten about another famous early naval vessel -- “Aye! Tear her batlered Ensign down,
tong has it waved on high,” ‘Tear the fabric of our economy to shreds. Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided tocal crafismen with both a livelihood and
pride angd given a nation comfort in knowing that the fleet of Portsmouth’s submarines
were unsurpassed in the entire world.

We’ve done our share! We've already made the sacrifice. Not enly recently with Pease
Air Basc but the many times before when arc local economy has been influcnced by the
vagaries of political/mililary policies.

Your decisions are, without guestion, difificult: especially when predicated on econemic
or political policy (without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of a reduclion to a single submarine base on each

coasth,

So | implore you to use faimess and compassion. Don't totally destroy 2 proud seaccast
communty and s surrounding neighbors. A community that has both served i1's Navy
and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectiully,

Den Donton



Dunton Commerciat Properties BRAC L T TR

435 CGtovernor’s Road, Milton, NH 43851 {603) 7553944
Wheps professionatism is expressed through confidentiality, experience and perfovianee. AUG f}oF e

July 25 208 A
Pear BRAC Commissiingr,

[ would Jike o make the following comments about the: possible Closing of the Porismouth Maval Shipyan]
Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard — Kittery, ME

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

QUESTIONS:

I}  How ean Portsmouth Naval Shipyard receive one of the highest Recognition of Exeellence
Awards from the United States Navy on a Friday and be announced as belng l1sted for
Clesure by the government an the lfollowing Monday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

That award, ALONE, sheuld be sufficient for your commission 10 vote to remove PNS from
your Closure List!

3 Now can we be referred to a5 the *“Gold Stendard™ by which all other shipyards ars
measured amnd still be un the Closure List?

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

31 How come we send consullaniy all over the World le help train other shipyards ta he more
eicienl anly to make the Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

41 How come we complefe our overhaul asslgninents In 50 - 607 of the time H 1akes other
vards and yoi, we are placed on the Closure Ligt?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

5)  Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS OF DOLLARS on an overhaul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

6)  Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationships in the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Closure List.

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?
7t When thoae who put s ot that Clesure List failed to properly calculzle the Economie

Impacl on & community that lost 3 majer Air Base on the first Closing List. They didn "t
calculate properly, If at all, because they never tool into conslderation the impact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at least 50 mites from thwe base and would have 3 minimum negative Impact tf the Base were

closed.}

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

g)

b

The ¢osts of Environmental Clean-Up were ot properiy caleulated. Why were s0 many
calegories of costs not properly calculated? One of only two reasons - either anlntentionalty

{incompetence) or inlentionally.
WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

Why Is there exven a Closure List when the government has not even articulated any Lype of
long-renge planning or gogls for owr military, o even In hew many submarines we need
over the next twenly years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOU commissioners how
IMPRESSED you alt are with PNS consistently showerlng It with ACCOLADES, yel
frequently adding this caveat as rerent as yesterday's visil by two Commitiee members —

IT all DEPENDS If there ls EXCESS CAPACITY In our SHIPYARDS, Certainly a major
eriterla but with questionable long-term planning guidelines, manipulated data and “Tuzzy™
thinking/planning by those whom we've placed our TRUST in te make sound, long-term
millitary planning strategles, would we RISK ELTMINATING even ONE more SHIPYARD,
to gay nothing about the PREMIER SHIPY ARD, when the threat to America over Lhe nexl
generatlon s not enly from TERRORISTS (and we can’t even handle them), bul CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well. 1T we have Tuture military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
{(und perhaps (RUSSLA), we'll certainly need ALL of the SUBS that we HAYFE and many
more, 18 well. Infacl, it can be argued that SUBS can be o DETERRENT to ather countries
from engaging in milltary conflicts or skirmishes wilh us. (Question: WHY is CHINA
BUILING MORE S1IBS7)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

10 Why is it a *good™ plan 12 berth all of our subs In one pu oh each coast?

Was Pearl Harbar Lhat long age?

1) Why would the povernment want to elimlnate extsting dry docks when it would cost

IMUNDREDS of MILLIONS of DOLLARS Lo replace them.

WHERE'S the LOGCIC in THAT?

12) Fhe government woukin’t even release docoments reiating to how the arrived at their

1%

decidlon and ondy reluciantly and slowly and partially released them sfler being subpoensed.
WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

The government prevenled an EXPERT (recently retired ADMIRAL) from testilylng
before your Commission Hearing In Bosten only minutes before be waa to testilly.

WHERE'S the LOGIC o THAT?

14} IF you are TRULY an INDEFENDENT Commission, then you must HONESTLY and

without PREJUDICE, scrutinize the process, the MOTIVATION, the lack of long-range
vislon, the vested interests of the politicians, thelr corporate supporters, their aempt to
cover-up and make up for an impending deficit about to blindside this country from our war
in Iraq, their Red Siate/Blue State mentality and more. {These were NOT “a political™
recommendations!)



We HOPE there™s LOGIC in THAT?

I HOPE but am quite SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROUP because It has not been 1he history of this Administration te appoint NON-PARTISAN
people to pny or many commissions. We wil just have to wail and see!)

{ANTY, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REPUBLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS.)

Sunniary: Portsmouth was hit extremely hard with the first round of base Closings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base. It took us aboul [2 years 1o gel 8 gnad foolthold on redevelopmeint. The
Shipyerd would be much worse. [t would Lake years of environmental clean-up before the Navy
would turn it aver to us. Then annather decade or Lwn of redevelopmient. It is not as developahle a
property as Pease, which, by the way, | believe, just finally had if's last polluted site cleaned up,

THISISNOT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the miltary folks will po off 10
sume ew base lin Texas or wherever. This is a 200 year old shipysrd; the FIRST, the PROUDEST;
STEEPED in MILITARY SERYICE and TRADITION. Called upon in every conflict sinee the
Revolutionary Era. It has a tralned work force SECOND ta NONE, that. il the hase is closed, will be
scattered io the winds, never Lo be ussembled agaln and only becguse of the short-slghtedness of the
currend decislon-makers in Washington, PLEASE, carefully REYIEW the REAL COST SAYINGS
¥5. THE GO¥ERM-MENT'S TRUMPED LIF VERSIUN and PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Puertsmouth Naval Shipyard, NOT the LOW and Inaccurate
ESTIMATES PROJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEFT. el. gl.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD IS SIMPLY THE BEST AND 15 SO
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITLED STATES DEFPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Respectfully submitied,

) I.. -\I:I | _.II __.I___ﬁ:". -

Charles . Dunian

Letter reviewed and supported by:

'::ESJN‘M&—Q _— ;;__ __{S-_:;__ ,

Jermifer A, Dunton
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Received

Dear BRAC Commissioner,

[ wonald like to make the lollowing comments aboul the possible Clasing of the Portsmonth MNas al Shipyand

(THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPYARD WAS BEING CONS{DERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. [T5
POIGNANCY [S OBVIQUS.)

Bern in Portsmouth in 1939, ! urew up ia this beautiful town and dido’t move away unti)
my college years. My parenls lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Mauny members of my family have worked at the “Yard” for either part or most of their
lives. [ have personally observed the "Yard” from its frantic days during WWI to its less
frantic pace of the lare”40s and carly *50s {although always vigilant during these Cold
War years) to the exciterment hrought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
to the present,

1 was there duning the construction of Pease Air Base in the *50s - for the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

1 saw what these two bases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of doliars
into the commumty and provided thousands of jobs, More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents oot only through those dollars but through the personnel
that were assigned to the bases: Lthe officers, engineers, pilois, technicians and support
staff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the community dependent on them. T'he bases are the lifebioed of
this area.

| have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thousands of personnel assigned
elsewhere with the corresponding loss of their dollars and their talents. With that came
the ctosing of businesses, schools, medical services. And -- at the worst possible time! A
time when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Mainc and New Hampshire were sutfering severely, to the point when our state banking
systems were in near total collapse. But we persevered.

But even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the government has been
threatening our other major artery. The Porlsmouth Naval Shipyard, A proud monument
to our local hertage and 1o the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Union! We proudiy display on our State flag an image of the Raleigh, one the first of



the Continental Navy s ships, built in Pertsmouth in 1776, Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

‘The closing of the shiipyard brings to mind with stunmng appropriateness, some words
written aboul another famous early naval vessel -- “Ave! Tear her battered Ensign down,
long has it waved on high.™ Tear the fabric of cur economy to shreds. Dismantle that
which has for nearly two centuries provided iocal craftsmen with both a livelibood and
prade and given a nalion condort in knowing that the fleet of Portsmouth's submarines
were unsurpassed in the entire worid.

We've done our sharc! We've already made the sacrifice. Not only recently with Pease
Atr Base but the many times hefore when are Jocal economy has been influenced by the

vaparies of political/military pohicies.

Y our decisions are, without question, difficult: especiaily when predicated on economic
or political paticy {without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
cur military infrastructure so raprdly or of a reduction to a single submarine base on cach

coeast),
So [implore you lo use faimess and compassion. Don't totally destroy a proud seacoast
commumity and its surrounding neighbors. A community that has both served it's Navy

and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We stii! have more
than our share.

Respectiully.

Den Dunion



Dunton Commercial Properties
435 Governor's Road, Miltonr, NH 03R51 (603) 7553044

Where preessianadism is expressed troagh confidemtiolity, experience and perfirmoan e,

Juby 25, 2005

Dear BRAC Commissionet,

| wonld like tor make the (ol lewing comments aboul the possible Cloming of the Ponsmouth Naval Shipyard

Closing: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard — Kittery, ME

WHERE'’S the LOGIC in THAT?

CHIESTIONS:

1)

)

k. J|

4)

5)

How van Portamouth Naval Shipyard recelve one of the highest Recognition of Exeellence
Awards from the United States Navy on a Friday and be announced as being listed for
Closure by the government on the following Monday!!

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

That award, ALONE, should be suffielent for your enmmission to vole (o remove PNS from
your Closure List!

How can we be referred to as the “Gold Standerd™ by which all other shipyards are
meeasured and stlll be on the Closure List?

WHERE'S the L(HZIC in THAT?

How cutne we send consultants all over the World to help train other shipyards to be more
efMiclent only 1o make the Closure Lizt?

WHERE'S the LOGIC In THAT?

How come we complete our overhaol assignments in 50 - 60% of the (e It takes other
yards and yet, we are placed on the Chosure Lisi?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why, when we save MILLIONS & MILLIONS QF DOLLARS on an overheul, we make the
Closure List?

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

)

7

Why, when we have one of the best Labor Relations relationstilps n the country THAT
OTHERS MODEL, we still make the Clesure Llsi.

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

When thase who pul vs on that Closure List failed to properly calculate ihe Economic
Imparct on a community that last a major Air Base on the firgl Closing List. They didn®t
ealculate properly, If at all, because they never ook into consideratlon the Impact on New



Hampshire where approx 50% of the shipyard employees reside. (They used Portland, ME,
at leasl 50 mlles from the base and would have 3 minlmum negative lmpact If the Base were
closed.)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

B

Ll

(L]

i

The costs of Envirenmentsl Clean-Up were not properly caleulated. Why were 5o many
calegories of costs net properly calcwlated? One of only two reasans - either unintentionally

{incompetence) or inlentlonally.
WHERE'S the LUHGIC in THAT?

Why is there even a Closure List when the government has notl even articulated any type of
long-range panning vr gozls Tor aur military, net even in how many submarines we need
nver the next twenty years. AND, we keep HEARING from YOL commlssioners how
IMPRESSED you all arc with PNS conslstently showerlng it with ACCOLADES, yet
frequently adding this cavent as recent as yesterday's visht by twoe Commitiee members —

IT all DEPENDS if there is EXCESS CAPACITY in our SHIPYARDS, Certainly » major
criterla but with gquestionable long-term planning guldelines, manipulated dats and “fuzzy"™
thinking/planning by those whom we've placed oor TRUST i to make sound, long-term
military planning strategles, would we RISK ELTMINATING even ONE more SHIFYARD,
to say nothing about the PREMIER SHIPYARDP, when the threat to Amerlea over the next
generation is not only from TERRORISTS {and we can’t even handie them), but CHINA
and NORTH KOREA, the MIDDLE-EASTERN COUNTRIES and perhaps several OTHER
COUNTRIES, as well, If we have future military issues with CHINA, NORTH KOREA
(and perhaps {RUSSIA), we'll certainly need ALL of the SUBE that we HAVE and many
more, as well. In [aet, 1t can be argued that SRS can be 8 DETERRENT to other countries
from engaglig in military vonflicts or skirmishes with us. (Question: WHY is CHINA
BUILING MORE SUBS?Y)

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

Why Is It & “good™ plan to berth all of our subs In ane port wn each coast?
Was Pearl Harbor that long ago?

Why would the povernment want la ellminate existhng dry decks wiven il would cost
IMNDREDS of MILLIONS of BOLLARS (o replace them,

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

12) The government woukdn't even relense documents relating 1o how the arrived at their

13

14

decislon gnd only reluctzntly and showly and partially released them after being subpornaed.

WHERE’S the LOGIC in THAT?

The government prevented an EXPERT (recently retired ADMIRAL) from testifying
before your Commission Hearing in Boston only minwtes before he was to testify,

WHERE'S the LOGIC in THAT?

IF you are TRULY an INDEPENDENT Commisslen, then you must HONESTLY and
without PREJUDICE, scrutinlze the process, the MOTIVATION, the lack of long-raiige
vislon, the vested interests of the politiclens, their corporate supporters, their attempt to
cover-up atd make up for an impending deficit about to bitndside this country from otr war
In Iraq, thelr Red State/Blue State mentality and more. | These were NOT “a political”
recommendallons!)



We HOPE there's LOGIC in THAT?

I HOPE bt am quite SKEPTICAL that YOU COMMISSIONERS are TRULY an INDEPENDENT
GROLUP because it has not been the history of this Adminlstration to appoint NON-PARTISAN
peopte to any or many commissions. We will just have to wail and see!}

{AND, THIS COMES FROM A REGISTERED REFUBLICAN FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS.)

Summury: Porlsmuuth was hit extremely hard with the first round of base Clasings with the Closing
of Pease Air Force Base, It took us about E2 years to get a good foothold on redevelopment. The
Shipyard would be moch worse. [t would take years of envlronmental clean-up before the Navy
would turn it over fo ws. Then another decade or two of redevelopment. It is nol ax developable a
property as Pease, which, by the way, | belleve, just Anally had it"s last pulluted site cleaned up.

THIS 15 ROT A TYPICAL MILITARY BASE CLOSING where the milllary folks will go off to
some new base in Texns or wherever. This is a 200 year old shipyard; the FIRST, the PROYVDEST;
STEEPED in MILITARY SERVICE and TRADITION. Called upon in every confllet sinee the
Revolutionary Era. It has a trained work force SECOND to NONE, that, if the base is closed, will be
seattered to the winds, never (o be assembled agaln and onty because of the short -sightedoess of the
currenl decislon-makers in Washlngton. PLEASE, carefully REVIEW the REAL COST SAVINGS
¥58. THE GOYERN-MENT'S TRUMPED LIF YERSION and PLEASE, carefuilly RE¥IEW the
REAL COSTS OF CLOSING THE Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, WNOT the LOW and Inaccorate
ESTIMATES PROGJECTED BY THE DEFENSE DEPT. et. al.

THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD IS SIMPLY THE BEST AND 15 SO
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE NAYY,

NOW - THERE IS LOGIC IN THAT!

Revpecilutly suhmlth*d!,.--x_
: [
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Charles D Dunien

Letter reviewed and supporied by:
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inke K. Dunton
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Jenmifer A. Dunton
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Where professionatisne iv expressed twongl confidentiolity, experience and performine.

July 25, 2005
Bear BRAC Commussioner,

I wowld like o make the fodlovong comments shout the possible Closing of the Porsmouth Naval Shipyaed

(THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN 1994, WHEN THE PORTSMOUTH NAVAL
SHIPYARD WAS BEING CONSIDERED FOR CLOSURE AT THAT TIME. I'T'S

POIGNANCY IS5 ORVIOUS. )

Born in Portsmouth in 1939, ) grew up in this beautiful town and didn’t move away until
my coflege years. My parents lived there most of their lives, as did my grandparents.
Many members of my family have werked at the *Yard™ lor either part or most of their
lives. | have personally observed the " Yard”™ from its frantic days dunng WWII to 1ts less
frantic pace of the late™40s and early '50s (although always vigilanl during these Cold
War years) to the excitement brought about by the promise of nuclear power --- and so on
to the present.

[ was there during the construction of Pease: Air Base in the *50s - {for the coming of the
B-47s and later the B-52s.

[ saw what these lwo hases did for the region. They obviously pumped millions of doliars
into the communtty and provided thousands of jobs. More then that they brought a better
quality of life to the residents not only through those dollars but threugh the persenncl
that were assigned to the bases: the officers, engineers, pilots, technicians and support
slaff. Many of these folks retired and remained in the area.

The bases also made the community dependent on them. The bases are the lifeblood of
this area.

| have also seen the dismantling of Pease Air Base. Thousands of personnel assigned
¢lsewhere with the corresponding loss of therr dollars and their lalents, With that came
the closing of businesses, schools, medical services. And -- al the worst possible ime! A
ttme when the nation was in the middle of a major recession/depression - and when
Maine and New Hanipshire were suffering severely, Lo the point when our state banking
systems were in near total collapse. But we persevered.

Rut even before we can recover fully from the closing of Pease, the government has been
threatening our other major artery. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A proud monument
to our local heritage and to the support and defense of our country since the infancy of
our Union! We proudly display on our State flag an image of the Raleigh, one the first of



the Clontinental Navy's ships, built in Portsmouth in 1776. Her sister ship, the Ranger,
was constructed soon after and captained by John Paul Jones.

The closing of the shipyard brings to mind with stunning appropriateness, some words
wrilten about another fumous early naval vessel -- “Aye! Tear her battered Ensign down,
long tas it waved on high.” ‘Tear the Tabric of our economy to shreds. Dismantie tha
which has for nearly two centuries pravided local craftsmen with both a livelihood and
pride and given 4 nation comfort in knowing thar the fleet of Porlsmouth's submarines
were unsurpassed in the eatire world.

We've done cur share! We've already made the sacrifice. Not only recently with Pease
Air Base but the many times before when are local economy has been inflluenced by the
vagarics of political/military policies.

Y our decisions are, without question, difficult: especially when predicated on economic
or political policy (without even raising the argument of the appropriateness of reducing
our military infrastructure so rapidly or of a reduction to a single submanne base on each
coast).

S0 ] implore you to use fairmess and compassion. Don't tetally destroy a proud seacoast
community and its surrounding neiphbors. A community that has both served it's Navy

and depended on it since the birth of our nation. Pass the pain around. We still have more
than our share.

Respectfully,

Dan Dunton



