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The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
Suite 600 
2521 South Clark St. 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am the retired owner of a Harford County, MD business with a close connection to the 
U.S. Army Ordnance Museum at Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG). In 1988 1 was 
asked to serve as volunteer Consultant to restore and move APG's 16-inch coast- 
defense gun [last in the U.S.] from the Plate Range to the Museum. During the 16 
months from start to dedication ceremony in 1989, 1 planned, consulted, worked and 
donated many of the tools necessary to complete the job. Since then I have been a 
volunteer at the museum and the Ordnance Museum Foundation. The goal of the 
Foundation is to raise funds for a needed addition to the present museum (Bldg 2601). 

The Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process is designed to streamline the 
armed forces and to give us the best military value for our defense dollar. The Ordnance 
Museum is primarily a museum and, as such, it has no little operational military value. 
The cost of packing and moving the museum collection - estimated weight 5300 tons - 
would be astronomical. 

The Ordnance Museum with an annual attendance of 250,000 was, and still is, the 
premier tourist attraction in Harford County, Maryland. Museum visitors spent about 
$10 million in the county each year. The museum is also a major attfaction in the 
greater Baltimore, Maryland area. After 911 1 attendance dropped off drastically but has 
now reached about 60,000 and is increasing every month. 

The Ordnance Museum is a tribute not only to the generations of Americans who 
sacrificed to defend America but to the evolution of America's superior military and 
industrial technologies which are displayed alongside foreign developments. In the last 
twelve months, the museum has become a further tribute to our American heroes - it is 
now the home of the state monuments of both the Maryland Military Order of The Purple 
Heart and Prisoner of War associations. 

I strongly urge that in your recommendations to the President that you specifically state 
that the U. S. Army Ordnance Museum remain at APG. 
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