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July 29, 2005

Honorable Commissioners:

Thank you giving people an opportunity to address the issues of the Army Depot closure proposal and of
the impact on Hawthorne and its citizens if closing the base were to become a reality.

Others will give the Army Depot facts; I will present the personal facts affecting Hawthorne’s future.

Hawthorne is proud of the base and its service to the country. We are proud of the services the base
contributes to the military effort and the constantly expanded role it plays for the different branches of the
military and of its willingness to diversity its roles as needed by the military. You do not hear many
complain about what we hear from the explosions and live fire practice — it is a fact of life with us.

As a member of the Mineral County Regional Planning Commission I see many of the problems the
county faces in development and losing the base and its workforce will create extreme hardships in
attracting more business into the area. Most of the base area is not conducive to easily transfer to other
development even if the government did the total environmental cleanup and my understanding is that
there are areas that this would be almost impossible to do. If the base were mothballed, Hawthorne has
almost nowhere to expand. What chance are we left with for growth or even surviving?

The elderly will be greatly affected in diminished health care and services. It is not easy for many of
these people on limited fixed incomes to travel out of town for doctor appointments or for shopping. If
the population were to drop from the base closure we would probably lose our Safeway store and it is the
only market in town. Most of these people cannot just move and leave the area. What is to happen to
these people?

Many of the retired people in Hawthorne are either retired military or veterans.
1 am a retired schoolteacher and have lived in Hawthorne since 1965.

My personal concern if the base closes is that Hawthorne will be thrown into a decline that will affect my
future financial needs and quality of life. My property values will plummet and I had counted on the sale
of my property to be part of my income in old age when | may need care. The school district by law is
required to partially support my health insurance and with the school district in severe decline, it may no
longer be able to sustain benefits to retirees. For many that would mean dropping health insurance and
eventually becoming a financial burden on the government.

We are “America’s Patriotic Home™ and proud of'it. To lose the base and be cast aside because of false
information about what happens here and of our continued service to the United States would be an
unthinkable injustice.

Thank you for listening.

-\ !

A o

DUy & adliey

g
Betty Easley ¥



As|se3 Ayeg Aq sydeibojoyd |y

52210
59501 06 SeY Uapien) A2eQq Ul JURID) I Yim Aejdsip Bej4 Big yim

pawiy/ 2y3 ut 2pud s [enpiAlpul Uy,
250y |puowaiNy Ajunony Jesauliy sBejj 221125 5 WN2sniy 2oueLpIC) WnasniA| 25UBUPIC) AJUNO™) [ei2UI|N|

2pud

d130u3ed uno saiep2p Suip|ing Ae(Q 522104 paws\y Joj P23e1022(] Ae(] |euowa)y uo Aserawa7y auloyimen

Ae|dsip uo sun§ AreN PIO 2|qissod Be|j ay3 apew suoljeuop 9400 | '$1BOJ§ 243 JO 2U() pue spienc) Jouop Asejijip
yied U1 Bely 09 X O apeied 04V 5003 243 ut Bej4 Big, 2y UOHRIQ2]27) [enUUN/ YIGG 2yl sem GO 2peled Ae(] $20104 pawiyy

T "

>Z ﬁwﬁhOHﬂf(r@: - wso: U..R_.OMH—@@ ﬁ@Umh@EJ\



