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El Paso delegates present agguments

estifying before Base Re-
I alignment and Closure
. commissioners in San An-
tonio on Monday, El Paso offi-
cials presented compelling argu-
ments that the Air Defense Ar-
tillery Center and School should
be kept at Fort Bliss.

Initial Pentagon recommenda-
tions have the ADA School mov-
ing from Fort Bliss to Fort Sill, in
Oklahoma. The preliminary
BRAC list was made public in
May, and now communities
throughout the country are re-
sponding to those recommenda-
tions in a series of regional hear-
ings.

Politics aside, Fort Bliss is tai-
lor-made for the air-defense mis-
sion, and space is one of the ma-
jor advantages the post can offer.
Fort Bliss itself is a huge 1.1 mil-
lion acres, but when you com-
bine that space with adjacent
White Sands Missile Range,
available space burgeons to more
than 4 million acres.

Common sense dictates that
when there’s air-defense training
and research taking place, partic-
ularly with missiles, it’s essential
to have a lot of space for live-fire
exercises. Fort Bliss provides
that space. Fort Sill does not.

Sure, soldiers can learn about

awstemsin the class-

eived

‘other than air defense.

Of course, El Paso is grateful
that the Pentagon recommends
that Fort Bliss should grow by
11,500 soldiers. And that grati-
tude was expressed by the El Pa- |
so delegation, with U.S. Rep. Sil-
vestre Reyes saying, “Our top
priority is to welcome these
troops.”

El Paso delegates also wanted -,
to set the record straight on what -
delegation member Bob Cook,
interim director of the Regional
Economic Development Corp.,
termed “erroneous and some-
times incomplete data.” For ex-
ample, Cook noted that while the
Pentagon list said that Fort Bliss
had a vertical limit on its air
space, it actually extends from
“mud to space.” It’s good and
helpful to get points such as that
cleared up. :

The catch in the BRAC
process, of course, could be poli-
tics.

Reyes said, “In spite of the
strong case under the BRAC cri-
teria that shows that Fort Bliss is
the Number one-rated facility in
the country ... there’s always the
concern that this is a political
process. The Department of De-
fense recommendation flies in
th’Ig face of all the facts.”
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I receuntly returnsd to Tl Paso alter soerding uzoout 3 montas
in the Baltimore- . larrisburg aresa. nlle there I read intormation
releasad on the 3340 and no nere did I read anything aborut move-
ment of army couoat arus sc.ools except the movement of tne Armor
jernool to Fort 3enning. Upon riy return ts El Paso I discovered
JOD recomnends relosating tae Army alr Defense rtlllery Senter
atd 3cno0l to Fort 531ll. That wauxes no sense to m2. I find 14
more losical to move the #leld artillsry 3cuool to Fort 2liss as
I will discuss belonv.

for more than 50 years, Army air defense artillery and 1ts
nersonnel have bulit Fort 3liss and the reglon lnto the Alr Detverse
Artillery Center I %xcellence and numoers of our Aliles nuive con-
sidered it u3 such Tor years, tralning and firins any and all
alr defense weupons in the Fort 3liss alr s»ace. It 1s nlzinly un-
tizely taat any ther D0D facility cun rire-evian Lli2:8lolsEr R
alr defense w:apons.

>

ailr defense ariillsry haz oecoce a dynanlc and [oreard looking
pbranch of tue Army, abandoning all zun systens IHr mlssl e systeus.
Phe resuit has peen w prosressive deployment of a series ol 7nlssl.es
since the initial szagin: in tne 1950s of the Nisge iJax and Niae
.lercu.es in tae alr darense of the 'mited stztes. 3ince tiien tue
school hu- done the necessary R:) and tralned and deployed Redesye,
Shapparal, 3tinger, avenger and Patriot units and continues toe
developnent of more advanced alr defense nigssile systeuns.

e Joaranding ueneral of toe 4rmy Alr Defense Artillery
Senter and Schooel 13 alsy tie Army's senilor Alr Defense Artlillery
Of ‘icer, respousinls fsr the dsvelopment orf btictlices and tne
training o0 aill 404 units. Atn AJL unlits crcanizasd and trained
here at Fort Blliss ne has flnger on the pulse of .Army air Delense
and directs systematic analysis of air defense operations which
result in cnanges to maximize the overall eflectlveness of ADA
units. In tae exescit.on »f tnsse various alr defense artilliery
resoonsiol .ities, considzraple caonital has oeen invested in
tne ovullding and quﬂfing of puverous unt.gque acilities. MNumbers
of very sxilled Ja z2ivilians are emnployed in the RzD of ADA plus
up to 500 analysts and en:insers are ennloyed in tns El Paso area.
Army aid delense wsuld lose sioniflcant creatlive talent 1 the
tne relocatiosn to “urt 3111 1s directsd.

In the near tsrm, tuere 2.11 be a decrease in DOD funds with
priority uzoing to support relocation oi overseas units. The movement
of Alr vDerense Artillery to Fort 3111 wou.d resultla consideraole
anrunt of nev construction and movement costs and losgs of intelle:-
tual cupltal.



Po relocate armny Alr Derfense away rron tnelr best taesting
and training area does not rage sense esononizally oHr JlL*LJFlLy.
If tne two Army artili ery schwools «ust be together (?), then
move tane Field Artillery 3:znool and lJenter to et 3liss. Tuere
ls adequate spuce at fort 31liss Jor t.ls relozatlon.

fhanks for yoae asslstancs.
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