
2Q20Enloe Drive
Clovis, NM 88101

May 22, 2005

_ BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Members of the BRAC Commission;

wrten-ttre-Uepartment of Defense list of recommended base closures was pubftshed, and Cannon AFB
was included, I just knew a terrible mistake had been made. Ever since World War 1I,'Cannon AFB has
been a vital part of our National Defense make-up. Cannon AFB does not fit the very criteria that DOD
provided for base closure. As the wife of a retired Air Force officer, I have had the opportunity to
become familiar with the features that make for a superior Air Force base.

-.CannonAFB-has no.encroachment problems, unlike other -basesbuilt-in and around large metropolitan
areas. I have visited bases where the civilian neighbors complain bjtterly about the noise created by
aircraft. flying overhead. The Clovis and New Mexico governments purchased land surrounding the
base to prevent this problem from happening. Instead of worrying about noise abatement procedures
seconds from take-off, a pilot can enter one of the largest training ranges in the Southwest. In a few
short weeks, when the New Mexico Training Range initiative is finalized, aircraft will be able to fly
supersonic, offering a very realistic training scenario. The Air Force claim is to train the way they are
going to fight. I really don't see how this training could get more realistic.

Cannon AFB recently rebuilt all the major runways, and has the space available to expand them for any
type of aircraft in the current inventory. Just last week, several C-17 and C-5 aircraft landed either
picking up or returning Cannon troops to various part of the world. The base has ample ramp and
building-space to accommodate any jointwar fighting and training effort imaginable. Recently the Navy
flew a very successful week long training scenario with Cannon AFB aircraft. The ability to expand just
has to be a major factor in keeping Cannon AFB off the closure list.

Closing Cannon AFB. will not save money, really just the opposite, it will cost more, if we allow this
valuable base to close. By the time the mistake has been realized, it will be to late, and the damage
done. I appreciate the hard job you are faced with, the fact that you are coming out to New Mexico,
allows us the opportunity to show you how Cannon AFB fits into the national defense picture now and
far into thE}future. The new F-22 aircraft would be a perfect candidate for Cannon AFB. Let us show
you what ~at Cannon AFB..have known for more than sixty years, that we have what it takes to
remain a vital link in the defense of the United States.

Sincerely,

Elaine Wygant

DCN: 2348


