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Letters of 
Support 



RICK PERRY 

GOVERNOR 

July 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft 1ocate:d at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147'~ Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability .for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 147Ih Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

- The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
- homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, rhe North 

American Aerospace Defense Command, and US.  Pacific Command, working in concert 
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
other domestic and internationtrl partners, have the opportunity to detect, deter, and, if 
necessary, defiat threats en route - before they reach the United States. This requires 
maximum awareness of threats in the approaches as well as the air and maritime 
interception capabilities necessary lo maintain U.S. freedom of action, secure the rights 
and obligations of the United States, andprotect the nation at a safe distance. 

While I understand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircrafl as we bring new 
aerospace technology into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf 
Coast places Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
high level elected and military leaders vvho spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC 
Regional Hearing in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full fighter wing at 
Ellington Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small 
alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of 
protecting the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air. 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the lntra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas 'Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of  
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 
Gulf Coast, which contains more than 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries, including 
the largest jet fuel processor in the world. An attack on this region could result in catastrophic 
loss of life and have devastating effects on our nation's economy. 

I respecthlly request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
In today's threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation's citizens and 
vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

~ i c k h  
Governor 

cc: The Honorable John Cornyn 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
The Honorable Tom DeLay 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN, Ret. 
General James T. Hill, USA, Ret. 
General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF, Ret. 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF, Ret. 
Ellington Field Task Force 



Addie Wiseman 
Council Member, District E 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
City Council 

Commitbee: 
Chair, Cound G0venua-a 

Ttampmtation. hfrasi~chne & Aviatim 
Public Safety k HomelandSdty 

E t h b  

July 15, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Distinguished Commission Members: 

I appreciate the opportunity to write to you in support of retaining the 147 '~  Fighter Wing 
at Ellington Field. 

As a Houston City Council Member, I have the privilege of representing Ellington Field 
and the community that surrounds it. Americans in our local region and the rest of the 
country, depend upon the security that the 1 4 7 ~ ~  provides to locations of national 
importance and interest. These sites include the Port of Houston, NASA, petrochemical 
refining facilities, the Texas Medical Center and many other locations, too numerous to 
list in this brief letter. 

On September 11, 2001, the 1471h was called into action and ably assisted as first 
responders in defending the President of the United States of America and all that the 
Office of the President represents. 

While I am proud to be the representative for the district in which Ellington Field is 
located, in all sincerity, I firmly attest that regardless of that fact, I would rise in support 
of the 147'~ for the fine service that it provides to our country. The 1471h is proud to call 
Houston home, and Houston is proud of the protection that it provides to our community, 
industry and pride. 

I urge you to reject the recommendation that the 1471h Fighter Wing be realigned. 

Best regards, 

Addie Wiseman 

P.O. Box 1562 Houston, Texas 77251-1562 900 Bagby, ld Floor 
17131 247-2008 Fax (7131 247-3408 



July 19,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E. Market Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

1 would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at Ellington 
Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, I strongly oppose retiring the 147' 
Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National Guard Stations. Because of increased 
security concerns, 1 believe we have an obligation to continue the support and protection that 
Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston and Greater Houston Area. 

Houston is the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous number of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect. I, therefore, feel it is vital to present the Commission with all 
the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1 47Ih Fighter Wing are a key presence in our region's 
national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities designated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure, specifically, the Port of Houston, 
petrochemical and oil refinery facilities, the Texas Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power 
Plant, University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) Bio-Containment Laboratory, and various 
major sports venues all benefit from the services Ellington Field and the 147' Fighter Wing 
provide. 

1 strongly urge you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147Ih and 
vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting our ship channel 
industries. 

Sincerely, 

/Janette Sexton 

Janette Sexton 
Candidate for State Representative 
District 144, 2006 
1627 Maywood Lane 
Pasadena, Texas 77503-3548 
28 1.479.0934 (home) 
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A C I T Y  O F  - 

KEMAH 

July 15, 2005 

Base Relocation and Closure Commission 
San Antonio, Texas 

We, the Mayor and City Council of Kemah, Texas are in support of the 147~~ 
Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard remaining fully operational and 
based a t  Ellington Field. With Houston being the nation's fourth largest City, 
home to one of the world's largest petrochemical and refining complexes, 
stretching from Corpus Christi in the west to Beaumont in the east, Ellington's 
147~~ Fighter Wing is necessary for the national security of America's 4th largest 
City aqd the greater southeast Texas gulf coast area. Houston is also home to 
NASA'd Johnson Space Center, the Texas Medical Center and many other vital 
nation41 assets. 

I n  closing we would just like to say that keeping the 147* Fighter Wing at 
EllirrgtOrl Field is a critical part of Houston's Homeland Security and Economic 
Stabiliw. 

Thank~you for your time. 

Greg Cullins, Mayor Pat Buchanan, City Councilwoman 

Wayne Rast, City Councilman Shawn Parker, City Councilman 

Maw Anne Holcomb, City Councilwoman Kelly Williams, City Councilwoman 
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LYONDELL-ClTGO 
Reflnlng LP 

12000 Lawndale 
Houslon, TX 771317 

(713) 321-41 I 1  

P.O. Box 2451 
Houston, TX 77252-245 I 

July 6, 2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the ldh ~ i ~ h t e r  Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in US .  foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
US. total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As manager of one of the largest heavy crude refineries in North America, I can tell you that a 
significant security event in our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining 
and petrochemical centers, which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing 
production and 30 percent of the U.S. refining capacity. My refinery is 100 percent dependent on 
foreign crude to supply fuels products to Midwest and East Coast markets. Protecting the Port of 
Houston and the greater Houston area also will protect the economies, jobs and security of 
companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the petrochemical 
industry against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our security, but we 
depend upon the additional layers provided by our armed services. A key element of this defense 
is keeping the full wing of the 147'~ at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As a Lyondell employee and a board member of the East Harris County Manufacturers 
Association, I urge you to keep this vital security force in Houston. If I can be of further assistance 
in helping you in this effort, please let rne know. 

Sincerely, 

Vice President aild General Manager 
Lyondell-Citgo Refining LP 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Cornyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



July 8, 2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

th . This letter is to express my strong commitment to maintaining the 147 Fighter Wing at 
Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. I urge the 2005 BRAC Commission to reconsider its 
recommendation to retire the 147'" Fighter Wing. The squadron should be maintained 
and the military presence at Ellington Field enhanced to protect the nation's vital interests 
located in and around the Houston region. 

The City of Houston is the 4'h largest municipality in the United States. The region is 
home to nearly 5 million residents, NASA's Johnson Space Center, the world's largest 
medical center (Texas Medical Center), and the Port of Houston which ranks first in 
international waterborne cargo tons. 

With respect to homeland security, Houston has all of the potential targets listed by 
security agencies. The largest, and perhaps at greatest risk because of its national 
economic value, is the refining and petrochemical complex located along the Houston 
Ship Channel. Nearly one-fourth of the nation's petroleum is refined in the Houston 
region and most of the remaining supply is imported through the Port of Houston. Any 
disruption in this supply line would be felt throughout the U.S. economy. It cannot be 
neglected. 

The City of Houston has been working with our federal elected officials to expand the 
military presence at Ellington Field. Ellington is already home to the 147 '~  Fighter Wing, 
the 149'~ Aviation Brigade Texas Army National Guard, the U.S. Coast Guard Air 
Station Houston and NASA's Aircraft Operations Division. Under a plan approved by 
the Department of Defense, additional reserve units will move to Ellington Field. 

POST OFFICE BO?: 1562 - HOUSTON, TEXAS 7725 1 
7 13/247-2200 
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Ellington could serve as a model for joint military operations where efficiencies can be 
achieved through shared hnctions. 

th . Additionally, the 147 Fighter Wing controls huge volumes of offshore airspace that it 
uses for training exercises. That airspace is a national resource and critical asset for 
hture Air Force mission training. The loss of the Fighter Wing could put availability of 
that airspace for training purposeis at risk. 

I respectfully request that the Cornmission reconsider its recommendation to retire 
Ellington's 147'~ Fighter Wing. Ellington Field must be thoroughly reviewed in light of 
its homeland security value to the nation. 

Sincerely, 

Bill White 
Mayor 



BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. 
I was born in Galveston, lived in the Bay Area Houston for the last 44 years. I have 
always understood the importance of the base at Ellington 
to the community. That need has ne:ver been higher. 

Specifically, I strongly oppose the proposal to retire the 147'~ Fighter Wing's F-16s at 
Ellington Field Air National Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I 
believe we have an obligation to continue the support and protection that Ellington Field 
provides for the Port of Houston and the Greater Houston Area. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1471h Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147'~ Fighter Wing provide. 

I strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147'~ and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries and other key facilities. I can't image a higher need at this 
time. 

Sincerely, 

Frank Perez 
President, Perez Technologies, Inc. 

18333 Egret Bay Blvd, Ste.  270 
Houston, Texas 77058 
Land Line 281.335.3970 
Fax 281.335.3971 
Cell 832.606.5714 
E-mail frank.perez@pereztech.com 



July 14,2005 

BRAC Commission 

Gentlemen: 

This is to urge your support of keeping the 147'~ Fighter Wing at Ellington field. 

Houston is the only target area for homeland security which contains all nine of 
the most vital things needing protection!!! 

Thank you Sincerely, 

N. E. Dudney. M.D. 
P.O. Box 816 
League City, Texas 77574 



BRAC Commission 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of :;upport for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 1471h Fighter Wing's F- 16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the: relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1471h Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau oFInvestigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147'~ Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147'~ and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

James J. Sweeney 
43 1 1 Stacy Lane 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
281-326-3 171 



July 1 1, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio 
200 E. Market St. 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

My family and our extended family of sixteen, all who live in the immediate area, are 
writing in support of the retention of a military presence at Ellington Field Joint Reserve 
Base in Houston, Texas. For our security and our nation's security, we need the 1471h 
Fighter Wing's F-16s to remain at ECllington Field Air National Guard Stations. As many 
have said," It is not a matter of IF, but WHEN the terrorists will strike our country 
again. 

We have all nine terrorist target types identified by the FBI and this makes the area where 
our families live (which includes five school age children), the single most terrorist 
target-rich metropolitan area in the United States. Houston is the fourth largest city and 
we have enormous amounts of assets of national significance to protect. 

Our area is home to the Port of Houston petrochemical & oil refineries, the Texas 
Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the Johnson Space Center, 
UTMB's Bio-Containment Laboratory and major sports venues that need the protection 
of the 1471h Fighter Wing and the Ellington Field Reserve Base. A terrorist hit on our 
refineries and petrochemical plants would not only be devastating to us, but to our 
nation's economy. Not to mention !he lives lost and affected, maybe even ours. 

All of us have given you information and data to help you re-evaluate the BRAC 
recommendations for the retirement of the 1471h. We now ask that you carefully consider 
it and vote for a stronger homeland security force that is located only minutes from us 
and the industries and city they protect. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical matter to our families, our 
neighbors and our country. We are depending on you. 

Respectfully, 

H. Dean & Ruby Cubley and family 
15827 Craighurst Dr. 
Houston, TX 77059 
rcublev@,swbell.net 



July 14,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject: Ellington Field 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

Anadarko Industries LLC (AI) is an American Indian Tribal Owned small business with 
headquarters in Houston, Texas. We have several contracts with the NASA Johnson Space 
Center, and we are very concerned about the BRAC position that may affect the continuing 
operations of the Texas Air National Guard at EIlington Field. 

A11 of the arguments have been extended to demonstrate the importance of the keeping the Air 
National Guard at this location. No other City in the country has so many national assets located 
so close to an operational Air Defense Base as we do here in Houston. Furthermore, it makes 
sense to integrate this air defense capability with an expanded federal Government presence by 
making Ellington Field the focal point for all Homeland Security activity in this area. Surely this 
will be taken into consideration when you and the other members of the BRAC make your final 
recommendations to the President. 

We all appreciate the fact that you took the time to visit Ellington Field and to hoId hearings in 
Austin. It gives us hope and encouragement that you will reconsider your previous position on 
Ellington Field and amend your recomniendations. 

W.T. Short 
PresidentfCEO 
Anadarko Industries. LLC 



2200 Chrisman Trail 
Ma.nsfield, Texas 76063 

July 12,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Comnnission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 147" Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147" Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147" Fighter Wing provide. 

I ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147& and 
vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting the ship 
channel industries, as well as the Johnson Space Center. 

On a personal note, my husband and I lived in the Clear Lake area of Houston from 
March 2000 until January 2005. We frequently had concerns about our safety in the area 
especially after September 1 1,2001, but felt much safer knowing the 147" Fighter Wing 
was close by and could scramble quickly. Ellington Field is a real gem; it has rebounded 
from its own demise as a closed air fbrce base with NASA and private aircraft, and even 
commercial airline service. 

Following the devasting loss of the shuttle Columbia crew in 2003, President George W. 
Bush attended a memorial service at the Johnson Space Center honoring the crew, their 
families, and the countless support personnel affected by this tragedy. Air Force One 
landed at Ellington Field, and the president had only to travel a short distance to the space 
center from there, with the 147& standing by to protect him. As Houston is the fourth 
largest city in the nation, and the largest metropolitan area in Texas, what better resource 



to protect the president upon his visits to Houston than Ellington Field and the 147' 
Fighter Wing. 

I truly hope you will reevaluate the decision to close down this fine group. In fact, 
Ellington Field would be a prime location for other reserve units as well; I hope you will 
take this matter into consideration. 

Yours truly, 

Elizabeth K. Sunderman 

Cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 



BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of :;upport for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 147 '~  Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the: relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
1 471h Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147' and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

William H. Lindemann, Jr., Ed.D. 
Chancellor 
San Jacinto College District 
4624 Fairmont Parkway 
Pasadena, Texas 77504 
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July  6,2005 

T o  the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this 1.etter of support for the retention of military 
mesence at Ellmaton Field Jomt Reserve Base m Houston Texas. Ebecificallv. ,' 

h e  strongly oppose the proposal to retire the 1 4 7 ~  righter Wing's F-16s at 
Ellmgton Field An- National k a r d  Stations. With the mcreased security 
concerns, I believe we have an obligation to continue the support and protection that 
Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston and the Greater Houston Area 

As the fourth largest city in the country, wlth an enormous amount of assets 
of regional and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the 
opportunity to present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider m your 
debrations. 

Elhgton Field Reserve Base and the 14F Fighter Wmg are a key 
presence m our region's national security efforts and provide the protection for 
various facilities designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of 
critical infrastructure. Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil 
refmerv industries. Texas Medical Center. South Texas Nuclear Power Plant  
uTI& bio-containment Laboratory and various major s rts venues all benefit 
from the services of Ellmgton Field and the 14F Fighter TE mg provide. 



W e  strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the 
retirement of the 14'Zth and vote for a stronger homeland security force located 
withm minutes of protecting our ship channel mdustries. 

Sincerely, 

Randall B. Ashby 



I' 
I m bIemet rics 

July 14,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E hlarket St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would m e  to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at Ellington Field Joint 
Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose the proposal to refire the 147" Fighter Wig's 
F-16s at Ellington Field Au National Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have 
an obligation to continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston and 
the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regonal and national 
si@icance to protect, we feel that it is vitd to have the opportunity to present the Commission with all the 
relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147Lh Fighter Wing are a key presence in our region's national security 
efforts and provide the protection for various facilities designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
areas of critical infrastructure. Specifically:, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refmery industries, 
Texas hfedical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UThlB bio-containment Laboratory and various 
major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 147"l Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the B M C  recommendations for the retirement of the 147d1 and vote for a 
stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

James Duggar 
President 
Irnplemetrics Inc. 



Emplover Support oJ'the Gutrrd and Reserve 
Potrick H. Shirling, Employer Outreach 

7702 Sunbonnet 
Houston, Texas 77064 
Phone 713-93 7-825 7 

HRAC Commission 

It is my opinion that Ellington Field i s  a important part of home land security. This is 
due to the lack of any local mi litmy prcscnce close to the Houston area. The 147th 
Fighter wing i s  based tit Ellini;ton Field and is the only quick air response that could 
protect Houston City, NASA. Oil refinery's. our ship channel, and the Houston Medical 
Center. 

I view kllington 1:ield and the 147th Fighter Wing a detemnt to any enemy, foreign 
or domestic. This fbrcc codd just by there existing cause anyonc wishing harm to the 
Houston Area to rethink t h a t  evil plan. 

I t  is my hope that the BRA<' Commission reconsiders the closing of Ellington Field. 

/ 

Texas Employer S u p p o ~ ~  ol'the Guard and Reserve 
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Kristin Mcatee 

From: JAMISON, BEVERLY (JSC-MG) (USA) [beverly.jarnisonl@jsc.nasa.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, July 12,2005 12:31 PM 

To: Kristin Mcatee 

Subject: To the attention of the BRAC Commission 

From a personal pcrspectivc, I hear the plancs of thc147"' Fighter Wings everyday, in the morning and evening, and I fcel much 
more securc knowing that they are tlierc. It is well known that 1 louston has been idcntified in the past as a potential target for 
terrorist and has had several security alerts in the past. Based on information supplied in the past by our nations top security 
experts, it seems inconsistent to me to shut down an!/ military protection we h;ive for homeland security. Also, in addition to 
the Port of Houston, petrochcmical and oil rcfinery industries, 'l'cxas Medical Ccnter, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, etc. 
you also havc thc Johnson Space Ccntcr (JSC), the licart of the Manncd Space Plight program which provides valuable 
scientific and technical research, as well as stimulating public interest in aerospace exploration. With our Texas borders so 
vu1ner:tble it seems to me that a message is being sent to terrorist that we can't afford to protect our borders which is a message 
that we rcally can't afford. Please add my name to the lctter of appeal. 

Thanks. 

Beverly Jamison 

Space Sli utlle Progranr 
MC/Mutragemenl Integration Offire 
Bldg. I/RM 745 
pkotre: 281/483-OX08 
fax: 281/483-962 7 

When we longfor l i f i  withoul d[ffc~rllies, remind us rhur oizh grow strong in coniraty winds and diamonds ure made under 
pressure. 

-- 
No virus found in this incoming message. 
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BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of :support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 147'~ Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147Ih Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147 '~  and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Eddie King 
14322 Village Birch 
Houston, TX 77062 



BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio:: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, I oppose the 
proposal to retire the 147Ih Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National Guard 
Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, I feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to present 
the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147' Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
I 47Ih Fighter Wing provide. 

I strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
1471h and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Arnold 



Monday 11 July 2005 

Remarks of a private citizen resident of the Clear I,ake/Bay Area to the 
esteemed Commissioners of the Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
(BRAC). 

Gentlemen, Thank you for your dedicated service to our nation in your 
endeavors to streamline, and update our national defense system with 
reasonable budgetary considerations. You have a formidable task indeed. 

With all due respect to you and Department of Defense findings announced 
in May this year, we sincerely feel that the proposed phasing out of F- 16 jets 
of the 147 '~  Texas Air National Guard by 2007 would be disastrous to the 
security of our Texas Coast and the nation. 

A savings of $3.6 million for the DOD over a 20 year period, would be not a 
drop in the proverbial bucket compared to the possible billions lost, in 
addition to the lives sacrificed, if a terrorist act disrupted a region where 25 
percent of all oil in the United States is refined and 40 percent of the nation's 
base petrochemical capacity is located. 

This region includes: 
1) NASA Mission Control at JSC. 
2) The South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, power grid & pipelines. 
3) Petrochemical complexes and tank farms. 
4) Ports of Houston, Galveston and Corpus Christi, lakes, water authority 
and rivers, the Houston Ship Channel. 
5) Texas Medical Center with it's cancer & other research facilities. 
6) International airport. 
7) Telecommunications - internet, computer manufacturing, fiber optics, 
and major switching stations. 
8) Universities, tourist sports, boating & other entertainment venues. 
9) Banking and financial institutions. 
10) My family, children and grandchildren and the families of 4 million 400 
thousand neighbors in the greater Houston area, 

All of which have been identified as terrorist targets by both the FBI and the 
Department of Homeland Security. 



At a time when the real threat to our homeland is probably greater than it has 
ever been, it makes no sense to reduce our first line of defense. 

Again thank you for your service and we beg of you to recommend that the 
full contingent of F-16 jets of -the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Texas Air National Guard be allowed 
to remain active and stationed at Ellington Field. 

Sincerely, 

Dorothy Howell Carroll 
95 8 Buoy Road 
Houston Texas 77062-5 1 13 



DEPUTY MAJORITY WHIP 

July 1, 2005 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

COMMITTEE ON 

WAYS AND MEANS 
SOCIN SECURITY 

TWDE 
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 

HOUSE POLICY COMMITTEE 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

I am writing to express my support fbr thc continued operation of the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing Air 
National Guard at Ellington Field, Texas, and to ask that the BRAC Commission reject the May 
13, 2005, Department of Defense (DoD) recommendation to retire fifteen fighter aircraft at 
Ellington Field. The retirement of thcsc aircraft from Ellington Field will compromise America's 
homeland security. 

The events of September 11,2001, demonstrate the necessity that our military forces be prepared 
to respond quickly to protect America's security interest. The increased threat of future attack or1 
hmer~can soil reinforces the demand that the current BRAC round take into account the need to 
protect the city of Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast infrastructure. This region is the only 
region in the United States that contains all nine asset categories identified by the Department of 
Homeland Security and Federal Bureau of Investigation as potential terrorist targets. These 
assets include twenty-five percent of the nation's oil refineries, forty percent of the 
petrochemical plants, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration Johnson Space Center. 

An attack on any of these critical national resources would prove to be a tremendous blow to 
both our economic vitality and national security. The 147'~ Fighter Wing serves a vital role in 
motecting some of America's most critical national assets. The decision tc? retire these aircraft 
will leave America inadequately prepared to defend these critical assets from possible terrorist 
attack and pose a constant threat to our economic security. 

Again, I encourage the BRAC Commission to reject the recommendation to retire aircraft of ihe 
1 47th Fighter Wing. 

428 CANNON OFFICE BUILDINS, WASHINGTON, D . C .  2 0 5 1  5 * 2 0 2 - 2 2 5 - 4 9 0 1  

http:llwww.house.govlbrady 
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Kristin Mcatee 
- 

From: Jim Stoa [stoa@houston.rr.wrn] 

Sent: Friday, July 08, 2005 2:18 PM 

To: ben jones; john.cook@CenterPointEnergy.com; Mark Evangelista; Shelley Sekula-Gibbs; Ms. Teri Goodman; Teri 
Goodman; Eugene Tulich; john.cook@Cen'terPointEnergy.com; Kristin Mcatee; Lamoine Scott; Jerry Turner; 'Robb 
Parr'; Shar Bingham; Cyndi Harrison 

Subject: FW: Ellington Field 

rn 
rhanks for inviting me to the Ellington Field community briefing. 

was an humbling experience to learn how much 1 did not know, and how much you, Johnny Martinet, and and other 
sk force members have done for our community. As a 40-year resident, and now with two children and five 
.andchildren in the bay area, my concern for homeland security is not abstract. I want a safe place for these young 
milies to live lives free from the shadow of terrorism. 

ayor Bill White made a the thought-provoking statement that the Houston ship channel, and all the petrochemical 
dustries along it, is the second most valuable piece of ground in the US. He politely deferred to lower Manhattan as 
e most valuable, being the center of the financial industry. But as I have thought about it since the meeting, I have 
alized that the ship channel industries are more critical, if not more valuable, than lower Manhattan. 

n 9-1 1-01, lower Manhattan took the biggest blow imaginable. Whole companies, and offices full of computers and 
:y people were lost as the World Trade towers fell to the ground. The stock markets appropriately closed, and the 
iyed shut for several days. When trading resumed, however, the planning and expense that had been invested in 
ckup systems at remote sites worked, and the vital financial industry resumed. Many of us experienced a late bill, a 
st check, or other nuissance-level problem, but the financial industry survived. 

3w, let's consider what would happen if a giant Exxon-Mobile, Shell, or BP refinery took a hit comparable to 9-1 1, 
d by that I mean, destroyed beyond repair. There are no spare, backup refineries. The US would be short one refinery 
r maybe several in a coordinated 9-1 1 style terrorist attack.) Several percent of the US refining capacity would be 
st. Those of us who remember the oil crisis of the: 1970s learned that with gasoline, a little shortage can lead to a 
arnatic increase in price and hour-long waits at the gas pump. And thatls.just the retail side. Do you ever wonder what 
x e  18-wheelers on I- 10 carry? Losing one of America's largest refineries would put us back in the 70s in a matter of 
ys. And do you think it is taking a long time to rebuild the World Trade towers? That would be nothing compared to 
:ilding a new refinery from scratch. So my point is, protecting our refineries is potentially even more important to 
eping the economic engines of our nation running than protecting our financial industry, as vital as it is. The financial 
justry has backup systems. The refineries have none. 

ell, now that I've written it down, I see why Mayor White humbly called our plot of ground the second most 
luable. It just doesn't seem right to say that anything could be worse that the loss lower Manhattan experienced on 9- 
. But first or second, I cannot think of a single area where a terrorist organization could do more damage to the 
onomic engine of the free world than right here. 

)w, back to my kids and their families. An exploding fireball at a refinery doesn't just take away jobs; it threatens the 
-es of all of us who live in their midst. If I lose my life, I won't have much time to thnk about it. If my children and 
:ir families are caught in the crossfire of an explosion, I'd never get over the loss. As Mayor White and Congressman 
:Lay said, the presence of the 147th and Ellington Field helps keep our refineries and chemical plants as "hard 
gets", Without them they would become "soft targets." It would be only a matter of time. 



May 19,2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
B U C  Commission 
2521 South Clark Street. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

As the BRAC Commission moves fmard  with its consideration of locations around the country 
in which to hold regional hearings concerning the Department of Defense's BRAC recommendations, 
we strongly urge you to consider Houston, Texas for one of these hearings. As the fourth largest city in 
the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional and national significance to protect, we feel 
that it is vital to have this opportunity to present the Commission with a11 the relevant data to consihr in 
your deliberations. 

With the Gulf of Mexico on one side and a foreign border on the other, Texas, and especially a 
city as large as Houston, has unique national and homeland security responsibilities. There was an 
extensive amount of information that was requested via the DOD data calls for their deliberations. At 
this hearing, we hope to provide the Commission with additional, substantial data that was on the 
periphery or outside the scope of the data calk, yet extremely relevant to many of the local installations' 
military value and other BRAC criteria. 

Understanding the time constraints to consider the extensive list of recommendations, we would 
ask that a Houston hearing be scheduled at the earliest possible time that the Commission's schedule 
pennits. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

A- L L  

TOTRL P. 01 
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May 18,2005 

Mi. Anthony J; Principi 
C o d s s i o n  Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Weare writing in regards to the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
recommendations submitted to you and the BRAC Commission by Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld. Specifically, we are strongly opposed to Secretary Rumsfeld's proposal to retire the 
147" Fighter Wing's 15 F-16s at Elli~~gton Field Air Guard Station, TX. 

The 147'~ currently provides air security to nearly five million people in the Houston 
metropolitan area and the numerous national interests in that area. Houston is the fourth largest 
city in the nation, and is home to a petrochemical complex that ~CCOUII~S for nearly half of the 
nation's base petrochemical production capacity, the Houston shipping channel and the Port of 
Houston that handle more foreign tonnage than any other US port, NASA's Johnson Space 
Center, and the Texas Medical Center. It is imperative that air security is maintained to pmtect 
this area, as an attack on any of these assets would be disastrous for the region and the nation. 

In addition to providing security for the Houston area, the 147'~ is capable of providing 
precision strikes, close air support, offensive counter air, defensive counter air, and suppression 
of enemy air defenses. In recent years, the 147" has supported Operation Noble Eagle and 
Operation Southem Watch, been on a State Department deployment to Israel, and supported 
counter drug operations in South America. The area around Ellington also provides the 147Ih 
with excellent training airspace, including over-water air-to-air u-aining on the Gulf of Mexico 
allowlng them to perform supersonic flights and lights out training from the surface to 50.m 
feet. 

While we realize that Secretary Rumsfeld's recommendation will maintain the homeland 
defense Air Sovereignty Alert miSsion by assigning aircraft from elsewhere to operate fiom 
Ellington, we do not feel this provides a. deterrent as strong as maintaining the 147' at Ellington 
with their own F-16s. Furthermore, the savings estimated in the DoD's BRAC report are 
minimal and do not justlfy moving the I;-16s away from Ellington; while it is estimated that 
retiring the F16s will save DoD $3.6 million over 20 years, an attack on any of the possible 
targets listed above, especially the petrochemical facilities and Port of Houston, would cost ow 
national economy billions of dollm. 

We appreciate your consideration in this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact our 
offices if we can be of assistance. 

Sincerelv. 
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To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

The Pasadena Chamber of Commerce represents 850 business members including some 
of the 55 petrochemical plants located within our city limits and industrial district. These 
industries, along with the 80 other such plants located in our immediate area, produce a 
major portion of the chemicals and fuel necessary for the economy of Texas and the 
United States. With the war on tern~rism at an all time high and the risks of an attack on 
these industries it is of the utmost importance to homeland security that the 1 4 ~ ~  Fighter 
Wing not only be allow to remain at Ellington Field but also be allotted new monies to 
update their fighter squadron. 

With ships arriving daily from all over the world to the Port of Houston these fighters 
provide a level of security not available should they have to fly from a long distance. 
These men and women live here and are an integral part of our community. They 
understand the community and offer a link between local authorities and military 
agencies. To have someone stationed here for a few weeks and then rotated out will not 
offer the same military and civil value. 

The directors and members of the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce strongly asked that 
you reevaluate the BRAC recornmei~dations for removal of the 1 4 7 ~  and vote for a 
stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting our ship channel 
industries. 

Sincerely, 

William B. McCoy 
PresidentJCEO 
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 



Statement by Congressman Gene Green 
BRAC Regional Hearing, San Antonio 

July 11,2005 

Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners, I would once again like to state my strong 
opposition to retiring the fleet of F-16s currently flown by the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing of the Texas 
Air National Guard stationed at Ellin@on Field. The 1 4 7 ~  currently provides air security to 
nearly five million people in the Houston metropolitan area and the numerous national interests 
in that area. 

Houston is the fourth largest city in the nation, and is home to a petrochemical complex that 
accounts for nearly half of the nation's base petrochemical production capacity, the Houston 
shipping channel and the Port of Houston that handle more foreign tonnage than any other US 
port, NASA's Johnson Space Center, and the Texas Medical Center. It is imperative that air 
security is maintained to protect this area, as an attack on any of these assets would be disastrous 
for the region and the nation. 

One of the most vulnerable targets in the area, and possibly the country is the petrochemical 
complex; a tremendous complex that stretches the length of the Houston Ship Channel and 
continues along the coast through Beaumont, Texas. Currently the 1 4 7 ~ ~  could respond to a 
threat on the complex in minutes because of the close proximity. Rotating several planes to fly 
on alert out of Ellington, as the BRAC recommendations calls for, however, provides a much 
smaller deterrent than having a full squadron permanently stationed there. Meanwhile the closest 
full squadron would be here in San Antonio, and would take approximately 23 minutes longer to 
respond to a threat than the F-16s at Ellington can currently provide. 

The Port of Houston is the second largest petrochemical complex in the world, and the largest in 
the Western Hemisphere, which produces over 35% of the nation's gasoline at a great many 
refineries. Numerous chemical plants also line the channel, producing a number of volatile 
compounds. According to the US.  Coast Guard, 7,600 deep draft vessels arrive each year, and 
60% of those ships cany sensitive oil/chernical cargos. Terrorists have clearly focuses on using 
airplanes as weapons against strategic and symbolic targets in the U.S. 

Combine these valuable, but potentially dangerous assets with Houston's heavy air traffic (2 
major commercial airports) and the fact that private planes traverse the airspace above this 
petrochemical complex, and the need for serious air defense capabilities in the Houston area 
becomes very clear. An airborne attack: on the refinery complex could seriously disrupt the 
nation's energy supply, causing major r~ation-wide economic impacts. An attack on a chemical 
plant could result in a hazardous release with thousands of casualties. 

In addition to providing security for the Houston area, the 147'~ is capable of providing precision 
strikes, close air support, offensive counter air, defensive counter air, and suppression of enemy 
air defenses. In recent years, the 147'~ has supported Operation Noble Eagle and Operation 
Southern Watch, been on a State Department deployment to Israel, and supported counter drug 
operations in South America. The area around Ellington also provides the 147'~ with excellent 



training airspace, including over-water air-to-air training on the Gulf of Mexico allowing them to 
perform supersonic flights and lights out training from the surface to 50,000 feet. 

While we realize that Secretary Rurnsfeld's recommendation attempts to maintain the homeland 
defense Air Sovereignty Alert mission by assigning aircraft from elsewhere to operate from 
Ellington, we do not feel this provides a deterrent as strong as maintaining the 147" at Ellington 
with their own F- 16s. Terrorists have proven their intent and capability to attack ground targets 
with multiple aircraft. Furthermore, the savings estimated in the DoD's BRAC report are 
minimal and do not justify moving the F-16s away from Ellington; while it is estimated that 
retiring the F-16s will save DoD $3.6 million over 20 years, an attack on any of the possible 
targets listed above, especially the petrochemical facilities and Port of Houston, would cost our 
national economy billions of dollars. 

Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners, I urge you to reconsider this recommendation and 
maintain the 147Ih Fighter Wing at Ellington Field with current capabilities. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Joan Neuhaus [neuhausj@rice.edu] 
Thursday, July 07, 2005 8:08 AM 
Kristin Mcatee 
Policy Paper in Support of Ellington Field 

Importance: High 

Attachments: HHCRHSAC Policy FBaper.doc 

HHCRHSAC Policy 
Paper.doc (32 ... 
Kristin - 

Yesterday I spoke with John, and we discussed the support of the Houston-Harris County 
Regional Homeland Security Advisory Council for Ellington field and the 147th. John asked 
that I forward you a copy of the poli~cy paper reflecting the support of the Advisory 
council, so that it could be included in the record of the BRAC Commission. Attached is 
the document. 

Joan T. Neuhaus 

Executive Director 
Houston-Harris County Regional Homeland Security Advisory Council 

Homeland Security & Terrorism Programs 
James A. Baker I11 Institute for Public Policy Rice University - MS 40 P. 0. Box 1892 
Houston, TX 77251-1892 

Tel. 713-348-4153 
Fax 713-348-3853 
Cell 713-818-9000 
neuhaus j@rice. edu 

- - 
No virus found in this incoming message. 
Checked by AVG Anti-Virus. 
Version: 7.0.323 / Virus Database: 267.8.10/43 - Release Date: 7/6/2005 



HOUSTON - HARMS COUNTY REGIONAL HOMELAND SECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Houston Ship Channel Strategic Significance 
Policy Paper 

The Osama Bin Laden Warning We Need to Hear: 

Islamicforces are ')reparingfor you things that wouldfill your heart with terror and 
target your economic lifeline. " 
6 OCT 2002 The Day of the MV Limburgh Bombing 

The Houston Ship Channel is one of the most strategically important economic assets in 
the United States, however federal agencies do not formally recognize this fact, nor are 
there any known coordinated, multi-layered defense plans of the area. 

Strategic Imvortance and Vulneral& 
The 52 mile Houston Ship Channel is the only shipping lane from the Gulf of Mexico 
located at Bolivar Peninsula and Galveston Island to the Houston Turning Basin, located 
within 3 miles of downtown Houston. Although the channel runs through a rather large 
body of water, Galveston Bay, the channel itself is only wide enough for two large 
vessels to pass. The facilities located in the Houston Combined Statistical Area (CSA) 
account for approximately 40% of the nation's base petrochemical capacity, 14% of the 
crude refining capacity, and a significant amount of the nation's jet fuel and gasoline 
capacity. If a large vessel were to sink in this strategic waterway, the channel would be 
closed for weeks or months. 

Defense Resources Lacking 
On an average day, the U.S. Coast Guard has very limited assets at its disposal to patrol 
the channel. The U.S. Coast Guard has only a handful of boats to serve the Houston Ship 
Channel and Freeport, and the State of Texas has no state maritime assets (aside from 
game wardens.) The only air intercept capability resides at Ellington Field, however 
these assets are slated for reduction under the current Base Realignment And Closure 
@RAC) plans. The United States Coast Guard Captain of the Port has made valiant 
efforts to raise the visibility of the region among policy makers within the Coast Guard 
and among officials in Washington., but has not met with significant success in obtaining 
resources for the region. 

Base Rea l iment  and Closure (BRAC) and 'Vital' Designation for the Channel 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base is the only major operational Department of Defense 
facility in the Houston area. The units and squadrons located at the base are integral to 
the defense of the ship channel and the region. The 1 47th fighter squadron represents the 
only reasonable air-to-air intercept capability, and it is slated for reduction under the 
BRAC proposal recently announced. Although the ship channel is one of the most 
strategic economic assets in the nation, its strategic importance is not a consideration in 
the BRAC process. During the coniinental United States BRAC process, each of the 
Department of Defense services assess its own manpower and assethardware 
requirements, with little or no consideration of its defense role in the geographic region in 
which they are located. 
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HOUSTON - HARRIS COUNTY REGIONAL HOMELAND SECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Likewise, the Houston Ship Channel has not been designated as 'vital to national 
interests', possibly due to the mechanism by which such designations are made. Each 
Department of Defense service has the ability to designate a specific shore facility as vital 
to that service branch, but there is no mechanism to designate a waterway serving many 
facilities as 'vital.' 

Recommendation 
The Houston-Harris County Regional Homeland Security Advisory Council 
recommends: 

The Houston Ship Channel be designated as  'vital to national security.' 
The Base Realignment And Closure process in general take into account the 
defense of the region where a facility is located, and the United States BRAC 
review in particular maintain a full air-to-air intercept capability at Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base. 
The Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base be augmented for a more robust defense 
of the region, as would occur with the establishment of a Regional Homeland 
Security Base. 
A multi-layered defense plan for the Houston Ship Channel be developed in 
conjunction with the stakeholders of the Houston Ship Channel. 

Edward P. Djerejian, Chair 
Dionel Aviles, Member 
Patrick Bellamy. Member 
Lee P. Brown, Member 
Lincoln Jones, Member 
Janice Lawler, Member 
Preston Moore, Member 
Dan Smith, Member 
Mayor Bill White, Ex-Officio Member 
Judge Robert Eckels, Ex-Officio Member 
Joan T. Neuhaus, Executive Director 
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Mark Goldberg 
Houston City Council Member District C 
Vice Mayor Pro-tern 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St. 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

July 6,2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioners: 

As the fourth largest city in the country with a large amount of regional and 
national significance to protect, it is vital to retain military presence at the Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base in Houston, TX. With increased security concerns since September 

th - . 11 , it is imperative that Ellington Field provide widespread protection for the Port of 
Houston and the Greater Houston Area. 

Besides the Port of Houston, the petrochemical and oil refinery industry, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMn Bio-containment Laboratory 
and major sports venues all benefit from the services that Ellington Field and the 147' 
Fighter Wing provide. 

On behalf of the City of Houston, I respecthlly request that you reevaluate the 
BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147'~ and support the military presence 
that currently exists at Ellington. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Goldberg 



Kristin Mcatee 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Caro Maitland [carornaitl@yahoo.com] 
Wednesday, July 06,2005 11:34 AM 
Kristin Mcatee 
Ellington Field 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to exLend this letter ot support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose the 
proposal to retire the 147th Fighter Wings F-16s at Ellington Field Air National Guard 
Stations. With the increased security concerns, I beli-eve we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Ficld provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Basc and the 147th Fighter Wing are a key presence in our regions 
national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities designated by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the 
Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas Medical Center, South 
Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory and various major sports venues 
all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 147th Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147th and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Caro Maitland, owner 
MVP Aero Academy 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around http://mail.yahoo.com 
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SHELLEY SEKULA-GIBBS. M.D. 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio. TX 78205 

July 6,2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioners: 

This letter is written in strong support of the retention of military presence at the 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas and in opposition of the proposal to 
retire the 147Ih Fighter Wing's F-16s at the Ellington Field Air National Guard stations. 
With increased security concerns since 9-1 1, it is imperative that Ellington Field provide 
widespread protection for the Port of Houston and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, it is vital to have the opportunity to present the 
Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147'~ Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB Bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services that Ellington Field and the 
147 '~  Fighter Wing provide. Without the F-16s at Ellington, the nearest air assistance in 
the event of an atiack would come liorn either Fort Worth or hTew Orleans, inaking 
immediate aid impossible. 

On behalf of the City of Houston, I respectfully request that you reevaluate the BRAC 
recommendations for the retirement of the 147'~ and support the tremendous homeland 
security resource that currently exists at Ellington. 

Sincerely, 

Houston City Council Member 
At Large, Position 3 
Ellington Field Task Force Committee Member 

. . . . . ~  . - . ~ ~ .  
~ ~ 
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Kristin Mcatee 

From: Alaina4574@aol.com 

Sent: Tuesday, July 05,2005 9:15 PM 

To: Kristin Mcatee 

Subject: Please include my letter 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

1 would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of 
military presence at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, 
Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose the proposal to retire the 
147th Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National Guard 
Stations. With the increased securitv concerns. I believe we have an 
obligation to continue the support anb protection that Ellington Field 
provides for the Port of Houston and the Greater Houston Area. 

4s the fourth larqest city in the country. with an enormous amount of 
assets of region& and national significance to protect, we feel that 
t is vital to have the o~~ortunitv to Dresent the Commission with all < .  

he relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

illington Field Reserve Base and the 147th Fighter Wing are a key 
lresence in our region's national security efforts and provide the 
rotedion for various facilities designated by the ~ederal Bureau of 
ivestiaation as areas of critical infrastructure. S~ecificallv, the 
'ort of-  oust on, petrochemical and oil refinery industr~es,*~exas 
ledical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment 
aboratory and various major sports venues all benefit from the 
ervices of Ellington Field and the 147th Fighter Wmg provide. 

ie strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recomniendations for the 
ktirement of the 147th and vote for a stronger homeland security force 
cated within minutes of protecting our ship channel industries. 

ncerely, 

aina Mangum 
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Texas Medical Center 

Richard E. Wainerdi, PE., Ph.D 
President, Chief Executive Officer 
and Chief Operating Officer 

July 5,2005 

Dear Base Realignment and Closure Commissioners, 

1133 John Frrcrnan Blvd., Suite 406 
Jesse H. Jones Library Building 

Houston, Texas 77030-2894 

(7l3) 791-8800 
(7l3) 791-8872 Fax 

I am writing on behalf of the 43 institutions that comprise the Texas Medical Center. We 
are the largest employer in the southeast Texas region, employing over 65,000 people. Our 13 
hospitals, including the Veterans Affair's flagship the Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, receive over 5 million patient visits per year. All of our activities taken together 
constitute an indirect economic impact of $13.5 billion to the local economy. 

We are very concerned about the potential loss of the 147'~ Fighter Wing at Ellington 
Field. These 15 aircraft protect the nation's fourth largest city from threats against our vital 
facilities. Officials from the FBI and rhe Department of Homeland Security tell me that Houston 
is the only U.S. city with all nine assets considered potential terrorist targets. The Texas Medical 
Center is one of those assets. 

If the recommendations of the BRAC Commission are enacted, we will only have two 
aircrafts to secure this area with the next closest support coming from some 30 minutes away. 
Our nation is at war. Many of the facilities in this area support the military effort and our 
civilian also has been made a target. It is imperative that we protect these critical facilities from 
attacks corning from land, sea and air. 

Given the importance of the Texas Medical Center and the many other critical assets in 
this area, I ask that you withdraw your recommendation and allow the 147'~ Fighter Wing, the 
group that escorted Air Force One to safety on 9/11, to continue providing the much needed 
defense of the Greater Houston Area. 

Most Sincerely, - 



Jul 06 05 02:50p 

Rick Schneider, Ph.0. 
Superintendent 

Pasadena Independent School District 
A Texas Recognized District 

July 6, 2005 

Dear Members of the BRAC Commission, 

This letter is written to very respectfully request that you help to ensure 
that the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing remains at Ellington Field, Houston, Texas. 
The fighter wing brings elements of safety and deterrence to the Gulf 
Coast area. 

Approximately eighty major refineries and industrial plants reside in 
close proximity to the 147'~ Fighter Wing. As a superintendent of the 
Pasadena Independt~nt School District, with 48,000+ students, it is quite 
reassuring to have the 147'~  stationed so close to our district and this 
major industrial area. 

A continuation of tlw 147Ih Fighter Wing being a part of our area 
certainly provides us with great reassurance in deterring or even 
preventing a terrorist attack. 

Your serious consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Rick Schneider 

1515 Cherrybrook . Pasadena, Texas 77502 
71 3-740-0247 



July 5, 2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the ,147'~ Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
U S .  total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

A significant security event in our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest 
refining and petrochemical centers, l~h ich  provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing 
production and 30 percent of the U.S. refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the 
greater Houston area also will protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout 
the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our defenses, but depend 
upon the additional layers provided by the federal government. Now it is your turn. Keep a full 
wing of the 147'~ at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As Vice President & General Plant Manager, Bayer Materialscience LLC; Chairman of the Board. 
Baytown Chamber of Commerce; Chairman of the Board, Cedar Bayou Navigation District and 
Member of the Board. Texas Chemical Council, I urge you to keep this vital security force in 
Houston. 

Chairman of the Board, East Harris County Manufacturers' Association 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Cornyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



.,, 6 LYONDELL 
MaIMQ address: 
P.O. Drawer D 
Dwr Park, TX77538-1800 

J O u p h  A B l n u d  
General Manager. South Region 

July 5.2005 

P h W  aWrBSS: 
1515 Miller CutGI Road 
~a Pone. TX 77571-8810 

Phone: 713-209-1258 
Fax: 713.2081306 
-7'1 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and summnding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
U.S. total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a manager over seven Texas plants, four in the greater Houston area. I can tell you that a 
significant security event in our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining 
and petrochemical centers, which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing 
production and 30 percent of the U.S. refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the 
greater Houston area also will protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout 
the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our defenses, but depend upon 
the additional layers provided by our armed services. A key element of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 147" at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As a Lyondell employee and a board member of both the East Harris County Manufacturers 
Association and the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region, I urge you to keep this vital security 
force in Houston. If I can be of further assistance in helping you in this effort, please let me know. 

Sincerelv, 

yoseph A. Bernard 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Cnmyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Hams County Precinct 2 Comnlissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 

LyondsU Chemicai Equlatsr Chemicals . Millmnium Chemicals 



Physical address: 
1350 Miller Cul-On R w d  
La Porte. TX 77671 

Marcus W. Gaddy 
Plant Manager 
La POdB c4fllDleX 

July 5,2005 

Mailing address: 
P.O. Drawer D 
Dear Park. TX 77538-1900 

Phone: 713.338.E475 
Fax: 713.767.1088 
marcus.gaddy@equlsbr.mm 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the 1.47~  Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to ship 
products. The Port of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in U.S. 
total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a plant manager in the greater Houston area, I can tell you that a significant security event in 
ow port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining and petrochemical centers, 
which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing production and 30 percent of the U.S. 
refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the greater Houston area also will protect the 
economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Ow nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase ow defenses, but depend upon 
the additional layers provided by ow amed services. A key element of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 1 4 7 ~  at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

A s  a memher o f  the East Hsms County Manufacturers A s s o c i h m  (EHCMA) and a Lyondell 
employee, I urge you to keep this vital security force in Houston. If I can be of further assistance in 
helping you in this effort, please let me know. 

Sincerelv. 

./i-.-- ... </:,-A<. ./.A,- 
Marcus W. Gaddy 

f \3 
.. , . , . - 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 
US. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 Comlissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 

Lwndsll Chemical . Equister Chemicals - Millenn~um Chemicals 



6 LYONDELL lWl Choale Road 
Pasadena, TX 77507 

smve M. wood 
Plant Manager 
Bayport Choate Plant 

Telsphone: 281.291.1706 
Far 281.281.1744 
steve.woodelyondell.com 

July 5.2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

1 am writing to urge you to keep the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing at Ellington Reld in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in US. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
US. total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a plant manager in the greater Houston area, I can tell you that a significant security event in 
our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining and petrochemical centers, 
which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing production and 30 percent of the 
U.S. refining capacity. Protecting the IJort of Houston and the greater Houston area also will 
protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our defenses, but depend upon 
the additional layers provided by our armed services. A key element of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 147* at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As a board member of the Texas Chemical Council, a member of the East Hanis County 
Manufacturers Association and a Lyondell employee, I urge you to keep this vital security force in 
Houston. If I can be of further assistance in helping you in this effort, please let me know. 

Sincerely. 

Steve M. Wood 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
S r n  Snhn Cnrnyn 
US. Rep. Tom &Lay 
Hams County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



LYONDELL 

Baypoll Underwood 

Phone: 2814744436 
Far: 2814744450 
MIchacl.Vandennkk@aquIstar.com 

July 5,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and sum~unding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
U.S. total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a plant manager in the greater Houston area, I can tell you that a significant security event in 
ow port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining and petrochemical centers, 
which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing production and 30 percent of the 
US. refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the greater Houston area also will 
protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against temrist attack. We in industry have done much to increase ow defenses, but depend upon 
the additional layers provided by our armed services. A key element of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 147" at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As a memhu of  the Pnst H h s  County Manufacturcn Aswciation nnd a Lyondcll cmploycc, I 
urge you to keep this vital security force in Houston. If I can be of fkther assislance in helping 
you in this effort, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

fl&QuiiA!L& 
Michael D. VanDerSnick 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



Douglas A. Uathwm 
Plant Manager 
Chocolate Bayou Cwnplea 

Telephone: 713-844-7400 
Fax: 713.844.7306 
Douglss.MetheraQLyod&l.com 

July 5.2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St.. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

1 am writing to urge you to keep the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
US. total tonnage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a plant manager in the greater Houston area. I can tell you that a significant security event in 
our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining and petrochemical centers, 
which provides half of our country's chemical manufacturing production and 30 percent of the 
U.S. refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the greater Houston area also will 
protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leaders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chemical industry 
against terrorist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our defenses, but depend upon 
the additional layers provided by our armed services. A key element of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 1 4 7 ~  at Ellington Field to protect this area. 

As a board member of the Texas Chemical Council and a Lyondell employee, I urge you to keep 
this vital security force in Houston. If I can be of further assistance in helping you in this effort, 
please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

P. ,*e. ;%L& 

Douglas R. Mathera 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 
U.S. Hcp. TOIII DcLil~ 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



July 5.2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 S. Clark St, Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dcar Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to k e e ~ ~  the 1 4 9  Fighter Wig at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguard 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Texas coast depurQ heavily on the ports to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks fmt in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, sccond in 
U.S. total tonnage and is tho sixth larpst port in the world. 

As a manager ova four plants, two in the greater Houston ama, I can toll you that a significaat 
security event in our port would immediately impact one of tho world's largost ratking and 
petrochemical centers, which provida half of our country's chemical manufacturing production 
and 30 prcent of the U.S. &ing capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the grtater 
Houston area also will p t e c t  the economies, jobs and socurity of companies throughout the 
nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's lerders are looking at how we might heighten the security of the chsmicsl industy 
against tmrist  attack. We in industry have done much to incrosss our defenses, but depend upon 
the dditional layers provided by our armed services. A key elemart of this defense is keeping the 
full wing of the 1 4 p  at Ellington Field to protect this area 

As a Lyondell employee and a fonnw b o d  member of the East Harris County Manufachvers 
Association and North Channel C h m k  of Commercs Association 1 urpe you to kaep this vital 
security force in Houston. If I can be of tWha mistance in helping youin this effort, plasm let 
me know. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchieon 
Sen. John Comyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
Harris County Recinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houstolr Mayor Bill White 



July 5,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St. Suits 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Deer Commissioners: 

I am writing to u rg  you to keep the 147' Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Hwrrton to &gua~I 
not only the Port of Houston end surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the T e w  coast dcpenda heavily on the porn to receive feedstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston rankP first in U.S. foreign waterborne commerce, second in 
U.S. total tonnage and is tbc sixth ltugest port in the world. 

As a plant manager in the gMter Houston area, I can tell you that a significant security event in 
our pkrt would &mediate& impsct one of the world's &st re6ningmd petrochuniunical ccnte~. 
which mvides  half of our counbv's chemical ~lllllufacturian ~roduction and 30 -t of the 
U.S. re'fining capacity. Protectinithe Port of Houston and tb;;~gm&z Houston a& dzo will 
protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and m m d  the globe. 

Our nation's lssdms an looking at how we might heighten tha security of the chemical industry 
against tarraist attack. We in industry hrvs done much to mcrsase our defsnses, but depend upon 
the additional layore provided by our anncd services. A key element of this defense is Lseping the 
full wing of the 1 4 p  at Ellinpton Field to protect this ma. 

As a b o d  member of the Toxm Chemical Council a member of the East Harris County 
Manufschurrs Aeeociation and a Lyo~rdell employee. I urge you to keep this vital security force in 
Houston. If1 CM be of further as~ishncc in helping you in this effort, please let me know. 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchieon 
Sen. John C o m p  
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay 
H d s  County Precinct 2 Commissinncr Sylvia C i i n  
Houston Mayor Bill Whits 



July 5,2005 

2005 Defaaes Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St.. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to keep the 1 . 4 7 ~  Fighter W q  at Ellington Field in Houston to safe& 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private induehy along the Texas coast depends heavily on the ports to raocive fssdetoclr and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston ranks first m U.S. foraim waterborne commorcc, socond in 
U.S. -total tonnage and is the sixth largest pod in the world- 

As a plant manager in the greater Houston area, I oan tell you that a signifiwt ~Urity event in 
our port would immediately impact one of the world's largest refining and pctrochcmid centers, 
which provides half of our oountry's c h i d  msnufacnving pductian and 30 perwnt of the 
U.S. refining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the LgsDter Houston area also will 
protect the economies. jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the globe. 

Our nation's leadm are looking at how we might heighten the ~urity of the chemical industry 
against tarorist *k. We in industry have done much to incrsass our defenses, but depend upon 
the dditional laym provided by our cumed services. A key element of this & f e w  is keeping the 
full wing of the 147Q at Ellington Field to protect this aria 

Aa a board member of the T o m  Chtnioal C u w i l ,  a member of the East h i p  County 
Manufacturers Association m d  a Lvm~dell om~lovcs. I urns vou to koc~ this vital sac& force m 
Houston. If I CM be of further mrishrnco in he&g you ininthis effort, let me how. 

Q&95?% 
David R Seik 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Cornyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DeLcy 
W r  County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



July 5,2005 

2005 Defence Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlimn. VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

1 am writing to urge you to kasp ths 147L Fighter Wing at Ellington Field in Houston to safeguad 
not only the Port of Houston and surrounding industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Rivats industry along the Texm coast depends heavily on the porn to receive fcdstock and to 
l i p  products. The POI-& of Houston ranks first in U.S. foreign watssborne commaoo, sscond in 
U.S. total tonuage and is the sixth largest port in the world. 

As a plant maanger in the greater Houston area, I cur tell you that a significant security event m 
our port would imm-ly impact one of the world's m e s t  mfining and pcmchemical centars, 
which provides M o f  our country's chsm' i  manufirctuhg proauctiw and 30 v t  of the 
U.S. mfining capacity. Protecting the Port of Houston and the gr~atcr Houston a m  also will 
protect the economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around the &be. 

Our nation's leaders rrc looking at how we might heighten the security of tho chemical indusi~~ 
arpinet tarwiPt attack. We in ind* have done much to increase our defsnseq but depend upon 
&e additioaal layers provided by our-armsd services. A key element of this  daft^^^^ is the 
full wing of the 1 4 P  at Ellington Field to protect this m. 

As a board mambmr of tho Tcxas Chcrnical CouocU, a member of tho FASI Harris County 
Manufacturen Association and a Lyoudell employee, I urge you to kosp this vital security forca in 
Houstan. If I can be of further assisbmce in helping you in this effort, pleaps let me know. 

*#+!!+ Kim A. Folcy 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DoLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Sylvia Garcia 
Houston Mayor Bill White 



July 5.2005 

2005 Dofenso Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St.. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

1 am writing to urge you to keep tho 147@ Fighter W i i  at Ellington Field in Houston to aafcgusrd 
not only tho Port of Houston and sunuundii industrial assets, but our nation's security and 
economy. 

Private industry along the Toxas coost dopends hoavily on the porls tD rsceivo fosdstock and to 
ship products. The Port of Houston rankr 6rst in U.S. foreigo waterborno commerce, second in 
U.S. -total tonnap and is the sixth largest port in the world.- 

As a former plant managor in the greater Houeton arw, I can tell you that a significant mmi ty  
event in our port would immediately im~act  o m  ofthe world's lamst  rsfminn and mtnxhcmical 
centers, whidh provide3 half of our &un'tryls chemical manuf~ch&~ produ&n i d  30 percent 
of the US. rsfming capacity. Roteding the Polt of Houston and tho gnater Houston am also will 
protoct tbe economies, jobs and security of companies throughout the nation and around tho glob. 

Our nation's loaders are looking at how we might hoightm tho sscurity of tho chemical industry 
against tenwist attack. We in industry have done much to increase our defenses, but depond upon 
the edditional layma provided by our armed scrvicm. A koy elomcnt of this do few is keeping the 
full wing of tho 1411 at Ellington Fiold to protect this ama. 

As a board member of the T a m  Chemical Council a member of tho East Harris County 
Maoufacturozs Association and a Lyondoll omployta, I urge you to keep this Vital security fm in 
Houston. If I can be of furthot assistance in helping you in this offort, plcaee let mo know. 

cc: Sen. Kay Bailoy Hutchison 
Sen. John Comyn 
U.S. Rep. Tom DcLay 
Harris County Precinct 2 commissioner Sylvia G m i a  
Houston Mayor Bill White 
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Kristin Mcatee 

From: Mrs. Andrew Chantos [ajchantos@sbcglobal.net] 

Sent: Monday, July 04,2005 11:38 AM 

To: Kristin Mcatee 

Subject: Letter supporting Ellington's 147th Flghter Wing 

3RAC Commission 
Zonvention Facilities-San Antonio 
3enry B Gonzales Convention Center 
!OO E Market St. 
$an Antonio, Tx. 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission 

would like to extend this letter to support the retention of military presence at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in 
Iouston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose the proposal to retire the 147th Fighter Wings F- 16s at Ellington 
5eld Air National Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to continue 
he support and protection that Ellington Field provides for this Port of Houston and the Greater Houston Area. 

lllington Field Reserve Base amd the 147th Fighier Wing are a key presence in our regions national securtiy efforts 
nd provide the protection for various facilitiles designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical 
~frastructure. Specifically, the Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment 
,aboratrory and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 1467th Fighter 
Ving provide. 

v'e strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147th and vote for a stronger 
omeland security force located within minutes of'portecting our ship channel industries. 

incerely , 

.race Currie Chantos 
he Ninety-Nines, Inc. Chair Houston Chapter 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Darla Racz [draczl@~hotrnail.corn] 
Saturday, July 02, 2005 351  PM 
Kristin Mcatee 
RE: Request for Letters of Support for Ellington's 147th Fighter Wing 

Attention of the BRAC Commission: 

Please let me explain why I am writing this letter. 
I've grown up in the gulf coast area and around petrochemical plants all of my life. 
I lived with drills during the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
In fact, I remember so often as a first grader, having to have drills in my elementry 
school to save our life. Our teacher would give an order, and we would line up to proceed 
to the back of the room behind a wall, where our bookshelves were located. Upon her 
order, we would be commanded to put our heads in our book lockers. 
I remember spending the night in the bank voult at our area bank in preparation of an 
attact. 
My family slept on cots, and we were fed very little food and water. 
It was tramatic, and I'll never forget it. It was a dangerous time for our wonderful 
country. 
Do we want to subject our children to the same fear if we don't protect ourselves? 
Do we want to put ourselves in that kind of fear again? 
Most importantly, do we want to put America in that kind of fear again? 
Wake up and make the right disission concening Ellington! 
Thank you, 
Darla Racz 

>From: "Kristin Mcatee" <mcatee@bayareahouston.com> 
>Subject: Request for Letters of Support for Ellington's 147th Fighter 
>Wing 
>Date: Wed, 29 Jun 2005 16:25:43 -0500 
> 
>With the Regional BRAC hearing less than 2 weeks away, we are asking 
>for letters of support. If you have not previously sent a letter of 
>supporARAC Commissiont and would like for yours to be included with the 
>ones that are being presented to the BRAC Commission, please do so by 
>replying to this email or contacting Kristin McAtee at 
>mcatee@bayareahouston.com <mailto:mcatee@bayareahouston.com> no later 
>than Wednesday, July 6th. 
>Please address your letters to the attention of the BRAC Commission and 
>be sure to identify yourself and your organization. These letters will 
>be entered into record at the hearing in San Antonio on July 11th. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
>Kristin McAtee 
> 
>Marketing Research Assistant 
> 
>Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
> 
>2525 Bay Area Blvd., Ste 640 
> 



> Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base . . .  
> 
>Protecting America's Vital National Assets! 
> 
> <http://www.supportellingtonfiel~d.com/> 
> 

Express yourself instantly with MSN Messenger! Download today - it's FREE! 
http://messenger.msn.click-url.com/go/onmOO2OO47lave/direct/Ol/ 
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Innovative Promotions Phone: 281-488-1880 
15414 Lanswick Drive Fax: 281-488-1665 
Houston, Texas 77062 E-mail: papwild@aol.com 

July 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 147" Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the co~mtry, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147" Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infkastmcture. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all. benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147'~ Fighter Wing provide. 

As a business owner, a community volunteer in Bay Area Houston, and as a member of 
the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, I strong1 ask that you reevaluate the X BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147 and vote for a stronger homeland 
security force located within minutcs of protecting our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Patton 



Patricia A. Patton 
15414 Lanswick Drive 
Houston, Texas 77062 

July 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Ce:nter 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

Work Phone: 281 488-1880 
Home Phone: 281-486-4877 
Fax: 281-488-1665 
E-mail: papwild@aol.com 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 

t h .  the proposal to retire the 147 Flghter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the coimtry, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuc11:ar Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit £tom the services of Ellington Field and the 
147* Fighter Wing provide. 

As a business owner, a community volunteer in Bay Area Houston, and as a member of 
the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership, I strong1 ask that you reevaluate the X BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147 and vote for a stronger homeland 
security force located within minutes of protecting our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Patton 



South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center 
Executive Office 

July 1,2005 

Attn: BRAC Commission, 

My name is Roy Green, General Manager of South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference 
Center which is located about twelve miles from Ellington Field. 

I must say that I fully support the Ellington Field Task Force in their effort to preserve 
the fill wings of the Texas Air National Guard. The economic vitality of the aviation 
industry, as well as other industries at Ellington Field is essential to the Bay Area 
Houston. Therefore, a fill wing is necessary to protect a region which is vital to our 
Nation. 

I trust that the members of the B U C  Commission will weight the importance of the 
hearing on July 11"' and act in the best interest of our community. 

2500 South Shore Boulevard. League City, Texas 77573. (281) 334-1 000 Fax: (281) 334-1157. www.sshr.com 



July 1, 2005 
GBTI-EXEC-GEB-LO5-0 10 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 147' Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147' Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTh4E bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147* Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
147' and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Sincerely, 

Gale E. Burkett 
Chairman and CEO 

GB TECH, Inc. 2200 Space Park D~lve, Suite 400, Houston, TX 77058 281-333-3703 Fax: 281-333-3745 
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Kristin Mcatee 

From: Shari LeDonne Frisinger [Shari@Corner:StoneStrategiesLLC.corn] 

Sent: Friday, July 01, 2005 9:38 AM 

To: Kristin Mcatee 

Subject: Attention: BRAC Commission 

BRAC Commission 

Convention Facilities-San Antonio: 

Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 

200 E Market St 

San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

would like to  extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at Ellington Field Joint Reserue Base 
n Houston, 

rexas. Specifically, we strongly oppose the proposal to retire the 

47th Fighter Wing's F-16s at Ellington Field Air National Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I 
jelieve we have an obligation to continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of 
iouston and the Greater Houston Area. 

\s the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional and national significance to 
~rotect, we feel that it is  vital to  have the opportunity to present the Commission with all the relevant data to 
onsider in your deliberations. 

:Ilington Field Reserve Base and the 147th Fighter Wing are a key presence in our region's national security efforts 
n d  provide the protection for various facilities designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical 
hastructure. Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas Medical Center, 
outh Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory and various major sports venues all benefit 
.om the services of Ellington Field and the 147th Fighter Wing provide. 

l e  strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 147th and vote for a 
ronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting our ship channel industries. 

ncerely, 

iari L Frisinger, President 

'omen in Aviation - Space City Chapter 
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Shari LeDonne Frisinger, MAS 
CornerStone Strategies, L.L.C. 
P 0 Box 1982, Friendswood TX n549 
281.992.4136 / 281.992.0517 
www.CornerStoneStrategiesLLC.com 

-- 
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Kristin Mcatee 

From: Jerald Vascoe ~vascoe@coldwellbanker.com] 

Sent: Friday, July 01, 2005 8:23 AM 

To: Kristin Mcatee 

Subject: Letter of Support 

TO: The BRAC Commission 
Fm: Jerald Vascoe 
Subj: Ellington's 147 Fighter Wing 

Wlthout a doubt, our government should diligently seek new ways to reduce future debts for the taxpayer. 

However, at a time in our country when our freedoms at truly at risk on our on homeland soil, we look to our government to 
provide protection, no, an escalated format for citizenry protection. 

Unfortunately, your position seems to oppose the prirnaly responsibility any country's duty to protect its citizens. I know this can 
not truly be the position of the BRAC Committee, but a positive position of support for the 147th Fighter Wlng would not have to be 
sxplained. 

Wther, Houston "fits" the terrorist's target of destruction on nearly all defined parameters. Houston is in the need of more than 
adequate air support - not less. 

3ne question. Since Houston produces approximately 25% of the oil and gas processing in the country and approximately 40% 
)fall the petrochemicals in the nation; what would be the affect to the country if Houston was successfully crippled by the 
errorist? 

'lease, support the 147th Fighter Wlng and Ellington Air Field. 

tegards, 
erald Vascoe 
:oldwell Banker Commercial Chen 8 Assoc, 
525 Bay Area Blvd. Suite 660 
louston, Texas 77058 
81-480-5151 
81 -486-2066 fax 

o virus found in this incoming message. 
hecked by AVG Anti-Virus. 
ersion: 7.0.323 I Virus Database: 267.8.8135 - Release Date: 613012005 



DEWTI M d l O R r n  WHIP 

July 1,2005 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

SOU& SKWlIW 

TRLOE 
JOIW ECONOMIC COMMIT~EE 

HOUSE ~ L I C V  C O M M m E E  

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing to express my support for the continued operation of the 147" Fighter Wing Air 
National Guard at Ellington Field, Texas, and to ask that the BRAC Commission reject the May 
13, 2005, Department of Defense (DoD) recommendation to retire fifteen fighter aircraft at 
Ellington Field. The retirement of these aircraft from Ellington Field will compromise America's 
homeland security. 

The events of September 1 1,2001, demonstrate the necessity that our military forces be prepared 
to respond quickly to protect America's security interest. The increased threat of future attack on 
American soil reinforces the demand that the current BRAC round take into account the need to 
protect the city of Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast infrastructure. This region is the only 
region in the United States that contains all nine asset categories identified by the Department of 
Homeland Security and Federal Bureau of Investigation as potential terrorist targets. These 
assets include twenty-five percent of the nation's oil refineries, forty percent of the 
petrochemical plants, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration Johnson Space Center. 

An attack on any of these critical national resources would prove to be a tremendous blow to 
both our economic vitality and national security. The 147" Fighter Wing serves a vital role in 
protecting some of America's most critical national assets. The decision to retire these aircraft 
will leave America inadequately prepared to defend these critical assets from possible terrorist 
attack and pose a constant threat to our economic security. 

Again, I encourage the BRAC Commission to reject the recommendation to retire aircraft of the 
147'~ Fighter Wing. 

428 CANNON OFFICE BUILI)ING, WASHINGTON, O.C. 2061 5 * 202-225-4901 
http://www.house.gov/brady 



BRAC Commission 
Convent ion F a c i l i t i e s - S a n  Antonio :  
Henry B Gonzales  Convention C e n t e r  
200 E Market S t  
San Antonio,  TX 78205 

To t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  BRAC Commission: 

I would l i k e  t o  ex tend  t h i s  l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
r e t e n t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  a t  E l l i n g t o n  F i e l d  J o i n t  
Reserve Base i n  Houston, Texas.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w e  s t r o n g l y  
oppose  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  r e t i r e  t h e  147 th  F i g h t e r  Wing's F- 
1 6 s  a t  E l l i n g t a n  F i e l d  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n s .  With 
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s e c u r i t y  conce rns ,  I b e l i e v e  we have a n  
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  s u p p o r t  and  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  
E l l i n g t o n  F i e l d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  P o r t  o f  Houston and t h e  
G r e a t e r  Houston Area.  

- - A s  t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w i th  an enormous . 
amount o f  assets of r e g i o n a l  and  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  
p r o t e c t ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  it i s  v i t a l  t o  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

- . , . .:. '.to-- p r e s e n t  t h e  Commission, w i t h  a l l  the '  r e l e v a n t .  da ta : to  . , 
, . .  

c o n s i d e r  i n  your  d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  
- . . I  . - 

~ i 1 i n c j t o . n  . , ~ i : ~ ~ d , : ~ k s e r v e ' ~ i s e  ,and t h e  1'47th: ~ i g h t e r  Wing i r e  - . .  . . -  .. 
. , ,  a ,  -key presence in: our ; r eg ion1  s: na t iona ' l  secuiity- effor$,s  , . , .  . . . . . . 

and p r o v i d e  t h e , , p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  v a r i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s  
d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  Fede ra l  Bureau o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  as areas 
of  c r i t i c a l  i n f r a s t r u c - L u r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  P o r t  o f  
Houston, p e t r o c h e m i c a l  and o i l  r e f i n e r y  i n d u s t r i e s ,  Texas 
Medical  Cen te r ,  South Texas Nuclear Power  P l a n t ,  UTMB bio- 
containment Labora to ry  and v a r i o u s  major  sports venues a l l  
b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  E l l i n g t o n  F i e l d  and t h e  1 4 7 t h  
F i g h t e r  Wing provide. 

W e  s t r o n g l y  a s k  t h a t  you r e e v a l u a t e  t h e  BRAC 
recommendations f o r  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  147 th  and v o t e  
f o r  a s t r o n g e r  homeland s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  
m i n u t e s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  s h i p  c h a n n e l  i n d u s t r i e s .  

S i n c e r e l y , ,  

- Space C i t y  Chap te r  



Kristin Mcatee 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

James Guthrie [JGuthrie@ci.pasadena.tx.us] 
Thursday, June 30,2005 10.17 AM 
Kristin Mcatee 
BRAC COMMISSION I 147TH FIGHTER WING 

TO: BRAC COMMISSION, WASHINGTON DC 

RE: 147th FIGHTER WING 

As an elected official from the City of Pasadena, TX, and a member of Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership's Ellington Field Task Force, I wish to express my concerns regarding 
your commission's plan to retire the F-16's of the 147th Fighter Wing. I can't stress 
enough how important the refining industry and our ports are to the nation's economic 
vitality and security. One quarter of our nation's gasoline is refined and approximately 
one half of the petrochemicals used in America are produced in the greater Houston region. 
The Strategic Petroleum Reserve is in close proximity to our region and is protected by 
the 147th. The Port of Houston, Port of Galveston. Barbour's Cut Container Port and the 
n ew Bayport Container Terminal are life blood to our nation's international trade. 

he FBI has estdblished nine categories of targets for domestic terrorism and my 
nderstanding is we are the only region with targets in all nine of these categories. We 
ave the largest medical center in the world and the Johnson Space Center both of which 
ould be trophies for enemies of our country to attack and severely impact our nation's 
ealth care as well as the space proqram. I'm surprised the 147th was even considercd for 
otential closing in view of the facts stated above. The presence of the 147th in Houston 
s our best deterrent to a broad scale terrorist attack. 

t is my hope that your commission will reconsider retiring the 147th Fighter Wing and 
nstead recommend replacement of their older F-16's with new, morc effective planes to 
rotect Southeast Texas. 

3mes A. Guthrie 

mncilman James Guthrie 
3sadena City Council District F 
E f  ice: 71 3.475.7858 
211: 713.417.2878 
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MAHK HUMPHREY, Chairman oflhc Board 
Prcridcnl, IJrus(mity Hank 

MARK RIJSH, Vice Chsinllan Adn~inislralion 
Parlmor. UlWA I?C.. CPA's 

RANDY ASIIBY, Vico Cllninnsn Finance 
I1arlnor. Waldron & Schnoider 1.1.1' 30 June 2005 

ANNETTE SNOW FALKS. ViccCl1~mvan M c m h h l p  
rushmer llolstion8 Mar.. Allen Sornuels Chrvsler Jeep 

JANE SWEENEY, vice 6hmrman Res-h 
. 

Owner, Mcnuternw~ Prws 
CINDY KENNEDY, PsslChmm~on of h e  Board 

Mutwme Onimr.  Honmn Captld Bulk 

!)!I< t , (~:l 'Ow 
CAROL BARRETI', Sandor M o n p n ~ c  Banker 

Home Loan Corporalion 
NANCY BUFRALOC. Owner 

Addison I'mmolions 
RON CASIXCNO, Presidmt & CEO 

I'ritunph Hospml-Claw Lekc 
MICUAEL CIANGROSSO, Genenl Mmnger 

H~lnpton Ihn - Seabrook 
J E F F  IILITSON, Sales Dircclor 

Clew Lake Infinili 
SHARON KAY.Arcs Memger/Owncr 

Money Mailer-'~owuplsnnorwm 
MARKKEBSLER,Ownn 

Ollc Stop P ~ t y  Sllop 
TODD MCINTOSH.Owmr 

Space Cenlcr Tire & Aulo 
PHILLIPPAMPOl.INA,Owner 

PRI' Entero~nrnenl Cotnpru~y 
KEl'rII YOWELL, Senior Serviffi Con~ultont 

CcnterPoint Energy 
SHARON IUCKISL, I'ublirhcr 

The Cilllen and llnu I<xshaqp Ncwa 
MIKE SCALR SR.. Morkoling Iliroctor 

Arm111 G h e s  & Scslf R o l o ~ r n p l ~ y  
ULTll SPEICIITS. Vi6lria Snlcs M:tnsesr 

Grml Weslerll Diwctories 
S C O T 7  STBBL, I'residout, 

Flooring AMEWICA 
ROBElt'P SWIN'I; C130 

KIA Asrocisles Inc. 
MARCIA VINEYARD. Preadenr 

Awards o f  DiMinelion 
DARBAILI WARD. Awn Sdes  

Ray Ams Media S a n k o s  
MARK YODBH, Propcialor 

Outb~~ck Slcahhouac 

I , \  ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ' l ~ l . l ~ l l < ~ l ' l o l ~ ~  
RICHARD RII.IP. Pmsidenl 

Bsllunnr I.inoRPestivsl, Inc. 
J I M  REINHAItTSLN, President 

Hay Aren Houslon Iiwnomic Psrlnershilr 
CONNIE ELSTON. Exautivc Dirsclor 

Bay Amn Trumrportstm Partnership 
SANDRA MOSSMAN. Supcr in I~denl  

Closr Crook Independonl School Visrricl 
NATAI.IE O'NEILL, Chinnan 

Clssr I.nke Area Council orCvlicn 
WILLIAMSTAPLES, Pmsident 

Ul~iversily of I-lauslm&lcar Lskc 

1 ~ ~ \ ~ ( ! 1 ~ ~ 1 ~ ' 1 0  111, \!llI.l< 

CSTKLLA G I L L W E ,  Deputy Dir., Exlemnl Relalions 
NASA Jol~nson Spaca Center 

Attn: Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 

RE: SUPPORT of 147" Texas Air National Guard and Ellington Field 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

The Clear Lake Area Chamber of C o l n m e r c e  wishes to oEcially register its views and 
concerns regarding the proposed closure of the 1 4 7 1 h  Texas Air National Guard operations 
at Ellington Field, Houston. 

Our organization represents some 2,000 members and a business community e n c o i n p a s s -  

ing nine municipalities located in Harris or Galveston counties of Texas. These municipali- 
ties are home to some 200,000 residents who currently enjoy a comparatively high quality 
of life. 

The 147Ih Texas Air National Guard at Ellington Field is vital to the protection of our 
community. As an area identified by the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security 
as having nine terrorist targets, the 147Ih Texas Air National Guard is protection that our 
residents can ill afford to lose. 

We respectfully request you allow the 147Ih Texas Air National Guard to remain at Ellington 
Field at full capacity. 

Should you have any questions or require additional information regarding our Chamber's 
position, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Humphrey, 
Chairman of lhe Board 

'I \ I 1  
CI.AIIDIITTE ALDIERMAN, Prosidcm &CEO 
SUNYA CI'VL. Dimclorot'Finanffi 
MIND1 RLINDERBIIRG. D~raclorol'Co~nrnunicelions 
CINDY HARRELD. Di~.eclor orspecial I'miccls 
FAITH NORKIS, QronlOHica 
SI lARl  SWEENEY. Dimclor ol'Markeling 



June 30,2005 

Sylvia R. Garcia 
Cnrn-nsslcner 

Downtown Office 
1001 Preston, Suite 950 

Houston, TX 77002 
Tel: 713.755.6220 
Fax: 713.755.8810 

Bayfown Annex 
701 W. Baker Road, 

Suite 10d 
Bavfown. TX 77521 
Tel: 281 427.731 1 

Fax: 281 837.1 290 

Clear Lake Annex 
16603 Buccaneer Lane. 

Suite100, 
Houston. TX 77062 
Tel: 281.488.4678 
Fax: 281.286.7450 

~ a s t  End Annex 
1001 S.  Sgl. Macario 
Garma Dr., Suite 102 

Houston. TX 7701 1 
Tel: 713.924.3975 
Fax 7 13.924.397 1 

Jim Fonteno Annex 
4350 Wallisville Road 

Houston, TX 77049 
Tel: 713.455.8104 
Fax: 713.451.6714 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
200 East Market Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

It is my understanding that Ellington Field has made the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
list in which military bases across the country are recommended to be closed or realigned. 

I am contacting the commission for support and consideration on any measures which will 
protect Ellington Field from the loss of assets or closure. It is of utmost importance to Harris 
County and the entire region that we upgrade Ellington Field's military assets and have it 
operating at full capacity. 

The 147a Texas Air National Guard fighter wing, the 149bTexas Army National Guard Apache battalion 
and the US.  Coast Guard are all instrumental in defending the State of Texas and our homeland. 

Harris County and the US. economy will be made vulnerable with a reduced squadron. The military 
assets at Ellington currently serve as a major deterrent for homeland security threats. Here are the facts: 

The Port of Houston handles more foreign tonnage than any other Port in the world. The Ports 
of Galveston, Freeport and Beaumont add greater significance to the need for protection. 

Fifty percent of all petrochemical processed materials for use in US.  manufacturing 
come from plants in Texas and the southern Gulf Coast. Twenty five percent of all oil 
refined for use in the U. S. comes from our immediate area. 

The FBI has identified Harris County as one of the only regions in the US ,  to possess all 
nine assets identified as vulnerable to terrorist activity. Expand that to include offshore 
rigs and our large surrounding counties. 

The closing of Ellington Field would be a devastating impact. It would not only hinder !he security 
of the Port of Houston, petrochemcal venues and NASA, but the safety of residents in the fourth 
largest city of our nation would also be jeopardized. 

It is important that we work together to support Ellington Field and I urge the BRAC Commission 
for their support of anything less than upgrades for Ellington Field during the BRAC process. 

Thank you for your time and amsideration. If you have questions, please contact me or my staff 
at 71 3-755-6220. 

Sincerely, 

~ y l e  Chapman 
Pasadena Annex 

7330 Spencer Hwy 
Pasadena. TX 77505 
Tel: 281.479.7770 :J&.j,<,., 
Fax: 281.479.3075 



June 30,2005 

Base Relocation and Closure C:ommission 
San Antonio, Texas 

I am in support of the 147' Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard 
remaining fully operational and based at Ellington Field. With Houston being the 
nation's fourth largest City, home to one of the world's largest petrochemical and 
refining complexes, stretching from Corpus Christi in the west to Beaumont in 
the east, Ellington's 147~ Fighter Wing is necessary for the national security of 
America's 4' largest City and the greater southeast Texas gulf coast area. 
Houston is also home to NASA's Johnson Space Center, the Texas Medical Center 
and many other vital national assets. 

In  closing I would just like to say that keeping the 147' Fighter Wing at Ellington 
Field is a critical part of Houston's Homeland Security and Economic Stability. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

U 
Mary Anne Holcomb 
City Councilwoman 
City of Kemah, Texas 

1 4 0 1  H w y  1 4 6  K e m a h ,  T e x a s  7 7 5 6 5 - 3 0 0 : l  2 8 1 . 1 3 4 . 1 6 1 1 p h  2 8 1 . 3 3 4 . 6 5 8 3  f x  w w w . k e m a h . n e t  
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SPACE MISSIONS 

June 30,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Convention Facilities-San Antonio 
Henry B Gonzales Convention Center 
200 E Market St 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

To the attention of the BRAC Commission: 

I would like to extend this letter of support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. Specifically, we strongly oppose 
the proposal to retire the 1 4 7 ' ~  Fighter Wing's F-I 6s at Ellington Field Air National 
Guard Stations. With the increased security concerns, I believe we have an obligation to 
continue the support and protection that Ellington Field provides for the Port of Houston 
and the Greater Houston Area. 

As the fourth largest city in the country, with an enormous amount of assets of regional 
and national significance to protect, we feel that it is vital to have the opportunity to 
present the Commission with all the relevant data to consider in your deliberations. 

Ellington Field Reserve Base and the 147 '~  Fighter Wing are a key presence in our 
region's national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities 
designated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. 
Specifically, the Port of Houston, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas 
Medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory 
and various major sports venues all benefit from the services of Ellington Field and the 
147 '~  Fighter Wing provide. 

We strongly ask that you reevaluate the BRAC recommendations for the retirement of the 
1 4 7 ' ~  and vote for a stronger homeland security force located within minutes of protecting 
our ship channel industries. 

Mike ~ a n t ' e l l  
\ 

President 
MDA Systems, Inc. 

MDA Systems Inc. 1300 Hercules Drive, Suite 210, Houston. Texas 77058 USA 
w.mdacorporation.com - Telephone: 281-226-5200 Facsimile: 281-226-5205 



Houston Port Region 

Attention: BRAC Commission 

Dear Commissioners, 

We respectfully request that your commission retain the full fighter wing 1 4 7 ~ ~  fighter 
squadron at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base. 

Our organization, the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region cultivates, monitors and 
markets a vibrant regional econ0m.y in collaboration with fourteen communities 
surrounding the 52-mile Houston Ship Channel, home to the world's most influential 
energy comdor and the nation's second largest trade port. 

The Houston Ship Channel is the only shipping lane from the Gulf of Mexico, located at 
Bolivar Peninsula and Galveston Island, to the Houston Turning Basin. Approximately 
27% of the nation's jet fuel and 40% of petrochemicals are made in the Houston Port 
region. Any disruption to this infrastructure would directly affect the national economy, 
security and defense. 

The Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base is the major operational Department of Defense 
facility in the Houston area. The units and squadrons, including the 1 4 7 ~  fighter 
squadron, located at the base are integral to the defense of the ship channel and our 
citizens. They represent the only air-to-air interception. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors: and our members, we add our support in retaining 
the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in the Houston area. Due to its concentration of 
petrochemical industry assets, the Houston-Galveston Region should be considered one 
of the highest priorities. 

Thank you for your consideration of this very important issue, 

Janice A. Lawler 
President and CEO 
jan@,all iance~ortregion,com 

3101 NASA Parkwav. Suite C. Seabrook, Texas 77586 
Telephone 832..864.4020 . Fax 832,864.4023 



A 
Economic Alliance 
Houston Port Region 

3101 NASA Parkway, Suite C, Seabrook, Texas 77586 
Telephone 832.864.4020 Fax 832.864.4023 

Our Alliance represents over 900,000 citizens and include: 

Community of Channelview 
City of Deer Park 
City of Galena Park 
City of Jacinto City 
City of Morgan's Point 
Community of South Belt Ellington 
City of Seabrook 
Community of Sheldon 
City of South Houston 
Community of North Shore 
City of La Porte 
City of Pasadena 
City of Pearland 
City of Shoreacres 
Deer Park Chamber of Commerce 
East End Chamber of Commerce 
Houston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
La Porte - Bayshore Chamber of Commerce 
Noah Channel Area Chamber of Commerce 
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce 
Pasadena Hispanic Business Association 
Pearland Area Chamber of Commerce 
Seabrook Association 
South Belt Ellington Chamber of Commerce 
South Houston Chamber of Commerce 

3101 NASA Parkway, Suite C, Seabrook, Texas 77586 
Telephone 83;?.864.4020 Fax 832.864.4023 



January 27,2004 

Dear Community Leader 

The Nassau Bay City Counal recently passed the attached resolution in support 
of the retention and expansion of military units at Ellington Field. Our Clty's 
leadership is very cwlcerned about homeland defense issues as well as local 
economic degradation should the military units at Ellington be moved. 

We hape you will join us in similar endeavors of support for the continued use 
and expansion of Ellingtan Field. 

Thank you in advance for your cmperation in support of this military base which 
is so vital to wr area, 

Phlllp A. Johnson 
Mayor 

John D. Kennedy 
Clry Manager 

John D. Kennedy 
City Manager 

Attachment 



February 19,2004 

The Honorable Philip A. Johnson 
Mayor 
City of Nassau Bay 
1800 NASA Road One 
Nassau Bay, Texas 77058-3502 

Dear Mayor Johnson: 

I thank the City of Nassau Bay for sharing its resolution regadng the retention of military unite at 
Ellington Field. As a veteran of the United States Air Force, and as the son of a World War II veteran, I 
appreciate the service of the many honorable men and women who have served Ammica throughout this 
great nation's history, 

I share your concern for maintaining or increasing current military strength in Tmas. I want Texas to 
emerge frmn the upcoming Baae Realignment and Closure (BMC) pro- with the least reduction 
possible and, preferably, with an increased level of military activities in Texas. To that end, I appointed 
the Texas Military Preparedness Commjssion (TMPC). The commission's purpose is to develop a 
proactive statewide strategy to assist defense-dependent communities in the prevention of future base 
closuree and realignmemts, and to alao mist  these communities as they pr are for the tlext generation 
of the military's presence in Texas. I an1 committed to ensuring the atate's eaderehip role in defenss 
related issues. 

T 
The TMPC. which is hoy~ed within my office, adminiatem a $250 million r e v o l w  loan program for projects 
that will assist communities in increasmg their militaty value before the upcoming BKAC. For further 
infixmation on the TMPC, you ma visit vvww.gov i ' ' i o d t m ~ c .  You can also reach 
TMPC's executive director, Mike mith. Brig. Gen-880. Further, you may d ~ o  consider 
contacting federal elected officials. 

Pleass let me know whenever I may be of service in the htim Best wishes to the fine folks of the City 
of Nassau Bay. 



C A P I T O L ~ I C I I  

Rb. BOX 1M68 
AU4nN,TeXAS 78711 
512/W111 
F M  51114753727 
MIW.JACK90WHNATB.STATEE'DCU9 
DIAL 7ll FClR RELAY CALLS 

February 19,2004 

Jahn D. Kennedy, City Manager 
Clty of Nasaau Bay 
1800 NASA Parkway 
N w a u  Bay, Texaa 77058 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of the City of Naasau Bay'r Otncinl k l u t i o n  No. 
R.2004-1637 which recognizes the importance of the Texas Air Natlond Guard 147th 
Plghter Wing and urgbs publlc oficialm to support efforts to retain the 147th at Ellington 
Neld. I appreciate hearing drom yon rtg.rdimg this important Issue. 

I am worldng cloaely with the Ellington Field Turk Force, orgenleed by Bay A m  Hourtan 
Economic Partnemhip and operating under the capable leadenhip of John Martinet. The 
t a ~ k  fone'a mission ie to "retain and grow military anwtn at Elllagton Field witb reference 
to the Bare Realignment and Clos~m Proawn for 2005 (BRAC 2005). Since it8 inception, 
numeroue local, date and f d d  ohcfalr, organ~tiona and munlclpditiea have pledged 
their eapport to keep Ellington f i l d  end the 147th intrct. Tbia strate& mllltary mud 
valuable ceonomk assst b vltal in providing homeland aecurlty to the Port of Houston, the 
Jobnuon Spew Center, the petmchemfenl induntry and to the citizen8 of Terna and the 
greater Houatam area. 

Again, tbmk you for lettiq me b o w  of your aupportl 

Mike J a b o n  
State Senator, DirMet 11. 

mlr 



Lieutenant Governor of Texas 
President of thc Senate 

Mr. John D. Kennedy 
City Manam City of Nassau Bay 
1800 NASA Road One 
Nweau Bay, Texas 77058-3502 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Thad you for your -it oomsponduw. Texda is a ~tate 111 of people with 
steadfast ophons. That is our histgr and our strength. Together we hca challenges, 
and I firmly believe it i s  Glitical ta l m  both a d a  of every iemc before deciding the right 
course to take. Please h o w  that your views an important to me and that your mlution 
will be taken into considnation. 

Thank you again fbr your resolution. If you should have further thoughta or 
suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

David Dcwhurrrt 
Lieutenant Governor 

DD: mr 



Senator b y  Bailey Hutchison 
1919 Smith Street. Sdla 800 

Congressman Kevin Brady 
gm Conpssional District 
200 River Pointe, Suite 304 
Come, TX 77304 

Congre8sman Gene Green 
29' N. Sam Housbn Parkway E. 
Suite 29 
Hougton, TX 77060 

Lt. Governor David Dewhurst 
The State of Texas 
State Capitol, P, 0. Box 1206 

TX 7871 1-2068 

Sea Mario Gallegas SD 6 
P. 0. Box 41 
2205 Clinton Drive 
Galena Parks, TX 77547 

Sen. RDdney Ellis SD 13 
440 Louisiana, Suite 575 
Houston, TX 77002 

Rep. Rob Eissltr XQ) 15 
P. 0. Bax 1008 
Katy, TX 77492 

Rep. Charlie Howard HD 26 
1340 1 Southwest Freeway 
Sugar Land, TX 77478 

Rep. Peggy Hamric JD 126 
79 15 FM 1960 West #325 
Houmn, TX 77070 

Rep. Corbin Van Arsdalc HD130 
12777 bnas Rand Suite 175 
Houston, TX 77070 

Senator John Cornyn 
24 & a w a y  Plaza, Suite 1705 
Houston, TX 77046 

Congressman John Cuter 
3 1" Congressional Distrid 
One Financial Cmn 
171'1 North. JH-35 
Rouad Rock, TX 78664 
Congrerawom Sheila Jackson 
Lee 
18' Congressiond District 
1919 Smith Street, Suite 1180 
Houeton, TX 77002 
Commissioner Jerry Pattemn 
General Land O f f i c ~  
The State of Texas 
P. 0. Box 12873 
Austin, TX 7871 1-2873 

Sen. Jon Lindstly SD 7 
1553 I Kuykendahl 
Hourton, TX 77090 

Sen. Johfi Whitmire SD 15 
803 Yale Street 
Houston, TX 770M 

Rep. Reuben Hope HD 16 
2040 Loop 336 West, Suite 116 
Coruc~z, TX 77304 

Rep. 1)ara Olivo HD 27 
P. 0, Hox2l3O 
M k m i  City, TX 77459 

Rep. Joe Crabb HD 127 
1 1 10 E;ingwood Drive #200 
Kingwood, TX 77339 

Rep. Ron Wilmn HD13 1 
Wesdnuy Square Prohional 
Bldg. 
5322 W. Bellfbrt, Suite 1 W 
Houston, TX 77035 

Congressman Chris Bell 
25' Cangmdonal District 
7707 Fannin, Suite 203 
Houston, TX 77054 

Coogressman John Culbmn 
? Congmsiond District 
10000 Memorial Drive #620 
H o u ~ ~ ,  TX 77024-3490 

Governor Rick Peny 
The State of Taxas 
State Capitol, P. 0. Box 1206 
Austin, TX 7871 1-2068 

Sen. Tommy Wdliams Sf3 4 
P. O.Box8069 
The Woodlands, TX 77387.806 

Sen.MikeJacksonSD 11 
1109 Fairmont Parkway 
Pasadena, 1X 77504 

Sen. Kyle Janek SD 17 
7777 SW Freeway, Suite 102 
Houston, TX 77074 

Rep. Larry Taylor HD 24 
174 Calda Road, Suite 1 16 
League City, TX 77573 

Rep. Glenn Hegar HD 28 
P. 0. Box 1008 
Katy, TX 77492 

Rep. John Davis HD I29 
1350 NASA Parkway R12 
Houston, TX 77058 

Rep, Bill Callegari HD130 
1550 Poxlake Drive, Suite 114 
Houeton, TX 77084 



Rep. Scott Hochberg HD137 
701 1 Harwi Suite 230 
Houston, TX 77036 

Rep. Joe Nixon HD 133 
P. 0. Box 2910 
Austin, TX 78768 

Rep. Martha Wan8 HD134 
3015 Riohmond Ave., Suite 190 
Housbon, TX 77098 

Rep. GaryEkiie M0135 
9601 Jones Road 
Houston, TX 77065 

Rep. Beverly Wooley HD136 
2200 Po~ost Oak Blvd., Suite 625 
Hau&m, TX 77056 

Rep. Dwayne B a b  HD138 
2600 Geesner Rod, Suite 212 
Houston, TX 77080 

Rep. S&nia Thompson HD 14 1 
10527 Homestead b a d  
Houetg TX 77016 

Rep. Sylvester Turner HD 139 
6915 Antoine Streef Suite E 
Houston, TX 77091 

Rep. Kevin Bailey HD140 
507 Sam Houston Parkway #3 10 
Houston, TX 77060 

Rep. Harold Duttan HD142 
8799 N. Loop East, Suite 305 
Houslon, TX 77029 

Rep. Hoe Moreno HD 143 
1026 Memuy Drive 
Jacinto City, TX 77029 

Rep. Robert T&on HD144 
3622 Fainnont Parkway, Suite B 
Pasadena, TX 77504 

Rep. Rick Noriega HD145 
2900 Woodridge, Suite 305 
Houston, TX 77087 

Rep. A1 Edwards HD146 
49 13 H Grigga Road 
Housm TX 77021 

m. Garnet Coleman m147 
5445 Glmeda, Suite 403 
Howton, TX 77004 

Rep. Jeaeica Farm HD 148 
P. 0. Box 30099 
Houllton, TX 77249 

Rep. Talmndge Heftii HI3149 
7474  sod^ KirLwood, Suite 205 
Houston, TX 77072 

Rep. Dabbie Riddle HD150 
3648 FM 1960 West, Suite 106 
HousnOn, TX 77068 

The Honorable Robert k Eckds 
Hanis County Judge 
1001 Preston, Suite 9 1 1 
Houstot~, TX 77002 

The Honorable El Pranco Lee 
Harri!, Co. Commissiom, Pct. 1 
1001 Preston, Suite 950 
W o u m  TX 77002 

The Honorable Sylvia Garcia 
W a  Co. Comiseioner, Pct. 2 
1001 Preston, Suite 950 
Houston, TX 77002 

The Honorable Steve Radack 
H ~ E  Co. Commissioner, Pct. 3 
1001 Presto* 9"' Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 

The Honorable Jerry Everjble 
HMis CO. Commisaioncr. Pct. 4 
1001 mston, Suite 914 
Hou$on, TX 77002 

The Honorable Jim D. Yerbrough 
Galveet4~n Co. Judge 
722 Moody7 Suite 200 
Galveston, TX 77550 

The Honorable Eddie Barr 
Oalveston Co. Commieeioner, P-1 
601 Trmnt ,  Suite 101 
Galveston, TX 7755b 1986 

The Honorable Eddie Jan& 
Chhmtim Co. Commissioner, P-2 
P. 0 . 1 h w e r  B 
Sunta Fe, TX 775 10 

The Ihorable Stephm D. Holmes 
Galveaton Co. Commiwianer, P-3 
25 I6 Te~as Averme, Room 121 
Texarr City, TX 77590 

The Honorable Ken Clark 
Galveston Co. Commis~ioner, P-4 
174 Calder Road 
League City, IX 77573 



TEXAS H USlE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CAPITOL OFFICE: ROOM E2.610 
P.O. BOX 2910 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-29 10 
(5 12) 463-0734 
(5 12) 479-6955 FAX 

March 29,2004 

JOHN E. DAVIS 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
Ellington Field Task Force 
A%: Job L?Ma*Jcec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Dear Mr. Martinet: 

I want to commend you on the excellent job you have done in organizing local elected officials 
along with various organizations to join in support of keeping Ellington Field open. I know the 
task force mission is to "retain and grow military assets at Ellington Field" with reference to the 
Base Realignment and Closure Process of 2005, and I support that fully. The various task force 
members have continually been supported in sharing their concerns and suggestions along with a 
wealth of data provided horn various reputable sources. 

With Houston's ever growing petrochemical industry along with the added threats of homeland 
security, I find it prudent for Ellington to remain open and also to grow its military assets. 
Ellington supports the entire Gulf Coast region and its location allows for quick access to many 
large coast cities, many of which are home to Ports. This quick response was noticed when the 
airforce out of Ellington secured Airforce One with President George W. Bush on board on 911 1. 

State Representative 
District 129 



CAPITOL OFFICE: 

PO. BOX 2 9 1 0  

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768.29  10 

( 5 1  2) 4 6 3 - 0 4 6 0  

DISTRICT OFFICE: J 
PO. BOX 5 6 6 1  

PASADENA, TEXAS 7 7 5 0 8  

( 2 8  1) 4 8 7 - 8 8  18 

March 25, 2004 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
Ellington Field Task Force 
Attn: John Martinec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Dear Mr. Martinec: 

By this letter, I strongly support the Ellington Task Force effort to retain and grow 
military assets a t  Ellington Field in my legislative &strict. 

The metropolitan area surroudmg Ekngton Field includes almost 5 million residents 
of our great state. In addition, the area encompasses a large industrial complex on the 
Houston Ship Channel which accounts for nearly half of the nation's base petrochemical 
production capacity. These human and commercial assets must be aggressively protected. 

Thank you very much for your lead in helping to assure that our community retains 
the Ellington Field resource so necessary for the protection, security and growth of the 
southern Gulf Coast region. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Talton 
State Representative 



T E X A S  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  

Capitol, Extention E1.204 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 
TEL: 800.345.2630 
FAX: 5 12-469-0149 
RepEiland@aol.com 
www.craigeiland.com 

Galveston Ofice: 
2423 Market Street, Suite 1 

Galveston, Texas 77550 

Texas City Office: 
84 19 E.F. Lowry Expressway 

Texas City, Texas 77591 

Tel: 409.763.3260 
Fax: 409.763.8154 

March 25,2004 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
Eillington Field Task Force 
Atin: John Martinec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Ste. 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Dear Mr. Martinec, 

I would like to extend this letter of my support for the retention of military presence at 
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base in Houston, Texas. With the increased security concerns 
since the attacks on our nation in 2001 I believe we have an obligation to continue the support 
and protection Ellington Field  provide:^ to the Port of Houston and Greater Houston Area. 

Eillington Field Reserve Base and the 147th Fighter Wing are a key presence in our region's 
national security efforts and provide the protection for various facilities designated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as areas of critical infrastructure. Specifically, the Port of Houston, 
petrochemical and oil refinery industries, Texas medical Center, South Texas Nuclear Power 
Plant, UTMB bio-containment Laboratory and various major sports venues all benefit from the 
services Eillington Field and the 147th Fighter Wing provide. 

I ask that you consider the security of the citizens, infrastructure, and industry that Ellington Joint 
Reserve Base and the 147th protect and serve before any actions are made to remove or relocate 
this base and its employees and soldiers. If you have any questions regarding this 
recommendation please do not hesitate: to contact me at any time. 

Galveston, Anahuac, Baytown, Cove, Jamaica Beach, 
Mont Belview, Beach City, Bolivar Peninsula, Winnie, Stowell 

Texas City, San Leon, Bacliff 
District 23 

COMMITTEES: Insurance (Chair of Budget Oversight), Appropriations 



March 24,2004 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
Ellington Field Task Force 
Attention: John Mziiiinec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 

It is with pleasure that I lend my support for the retention and growth of military assets at Ellington 
Field in reference to the Base Realignment and Closure Process for 2005. 

While Ellington Field is not in my legislative district, as a houstonian and former Nassau Bay City 
Council Member, I certainly understand the economic and community benefits Ellington Field 
provides to the greater Houston area. Ellington Field serves as a home for the 147th Fighter Wing 
of the Texas National Guard as well as a Texas Army National Guard unit and a Coast Guard unit. 
It is an asset in providing homeland security to the Port of Houston, Johnson Space Center, 
petrochemical industry, and to the citizens of Texas and the Houston area. Closing the base would 
have adverse effects in terms of regional security, strategic planning and industrial security. 

I urge the Base Realignment and Closure Commission to keep Ellington Field operational. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 

Best Regards, 

State ~e~resentative,  ~ i s k i c t  136 



CAPITOL OFFICE: 
P.O. BOX 12068 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 
(512) 463-0117 
(800) 445-2635 

FAX: (512) 463-0639 
kyle.janek&enate.state.tx.us 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
7777 SOUTHWEST FRWY, STE. 102 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77074 
(713) 272-8929 

FAX: (713) 272-8956 

P.O. BOX 888 
LAKE IACKSON, TEXAS 77566 

(979) 297-5261 
FAX: (979) 297-7996 

Kyle Janek 

March 25,2004 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
ELLINGTON FIELD TASK FORCE 
Attn: John Martinec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, Texas 77058 

Dear Mr. Martinec: 

It is my understanding that the Texas Air National Guard 147th Fighter Wing may 
be a target of the Base Realignment and Closure Process for 2005. I am writing this letter 
in support of the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership Ellington Field Task Force's 
mission "to retain and grow militay assets at Ellington Field." 

Ellington Field and the 147th are essential to the security of an area that is home 
to such entities as the Johnson Space Center, the petrochemical industry, and various 
ports along the Gulf Coast, including the Port of Houston. These entities are driving 
economic forces in the region, and have been identified as potential targets of terrorism. 

Having a strong homeland security presence at Ellington Field lessens the 
vulnerability of the millions of people who live in the area. I urge the Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission to retain the 147th at Ellington Field, not just for the economic 
viability of the region, but for the sake of the regions' families. 

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, I 

lb@k 
Kyle J ek 

COMMITTEES: HEALTH AND HLMAN SERVICES, Vice Choinnon . FINANCE . EDUCATION SUBCOMMI7TEE ON HlGHER EDUCATION . ADMINISTRATION 



JON LINDSAY 
District 7 

May 6,2004 

Committees 
Nominations, Chair 
Health and Human Services 
Infrastructure Development 

and Security 
Natural Resources 

COPY 
Dear Maj General Marty: d 
It is my understanding that the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) is in the midst of another round of 
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) to be completed in 2005. During this round of BRAC, one of 
the factors that will be considered is a base's ability to host multiple missions and different military 
units. 

Currently, Ellington Field is the host to the Texas Air National Guard's 147th Fighter Wing, the Army 
National Guard's 149th Aviation Battalion and the United States Coast Guard Air Station Houston. 
However, it is not designated as a joint reserve base and I feel that such a designation might be looked 
upon favorably by the BRAC Commission, increasing Ellington's ability to survive BRAC 2005. 

Therefore, 1 would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to oficially designate Ellington Field 
as a joint reserve base. Maintaining this base is critical to the Houston area and its ability to protect the 
Port of Houston, the Johnson Space Center and the multiple petrochemical plants in the area. 

1 thank you for your time and again, 1 encourage you to designate Ellington Field as "Ellington Field 
Joint Reserve Base." Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my 
office at 5 121463-01 07. 

Sincerely, 

p--Y 
JO LINDSAY 
State Senator 

cc: The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
The Honorable John Comyn 
Greater Houston Partnership 
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 

P.O. Box 12068 
Austin. T ~ s  7871 1 
(512) 463-0107 
(512) 463-8810 Far -. ,-.. " " , -~ , ,  

piaria Off= 
15531 Kuykendahl 

Suite 251 
HousIon. T m s  77090 

(281) 583.1011 
,90,,  .". - > - A " - . .  



Continental 
Airlines 

February 19,2004 

The Honorable Sylvia Garcia 
Harris County Commissioner 
1001 Preston 
Houston, TX 77002 

Dear Commissioner Garcia: 

Thank you again for taking time to t,alk with me earlier this week about Continental's decision to 
stop regularly scheduled passenger service between Ellington Field and Bush Intercontinental 
Airport. As we discussed, this decision was based primarily on cost considerations prompted by 
the growing need to invest a significant amount of money in facilities at Ellington Field. 

Please be assured that Ellington Field will continue to be important as a diversion airport for 
Continental's operations in the Houston area. The runway length allows for any aircraft in 
Continental's fleet to land and takeoff at Ellington safely when weather or other circumstances 
force a diversion airport to be used. 

Continental Airlines supports the continued presence of the 147" Fighter Wing of the Air 
National Guard at Ellington Field and the continued operation of Ellington Field as the third 
airport within the Houston Airport System. Please let me know if I can provide hrther 
information. 

Sincerely, 

Vice President 
State & Civic Affairs 

cc: Houston City Council Member Wiseman 
Houston City Council Member Sekula-Gibbs 
Jim Reinhartsen, Bay Area r oust on-1 
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March 24,2004 

The Honorable Bill White 
c ~ G  of Houston 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 7725 1 

Dear Mayor White: 

As indicated previously by Gwernor 'Rick Perry, members of his staff and the Texas I&litary 
Preparedness Commission (TMPC) will be visiting each of Texas' 18 major military installations 
aod their defense communities during February and Mad 2004. A visit to Ellingtan Field has 
been scheduled fix March 3om. The enclosed itinerary retlects s p d c  details ofthe trip tbat 
have been coordinated with installation and local community planners. 

Ueu pro LxAad +o pdZpato  in ar.7 or dl QY&O . .~&+o~-d OW- 4- .&&I- -€-onto. \VU 

partidarly hope tbat yob will join us at a 1 0 4  community leaders meeting for an infond 
discussion of substantive ways the m e  and community can partner to help Ellhgton Field 
reduce operating costs and to improve the quality of life for its military members and their 
h i l i e s .  

Mr. John MarEinec, of the Ellington Field Task Force, is instrumental in keeping the TMPC 
advised ofthe latest developments at EJlington Field and its partneaghip with the City of 
Houston. The Task Force works diligently to fixter its partnership with the City and State, 
providing an in depth view into the challmges and issues that the military faces today in its role 
of national defense. 

Representatives h m  the ThPC will include Vice Chairman Ralph Gauer, Executive Director 
Mike Smith and Mr. Logan Spencq Policy Director, Agriculture and General Government, 
OfEce ofthe Governor. 

Thank you fbr your personal contributions in helping Ellington Field be the best it can be as we 
wntinue through the ongoing Base Realignment and Review (BRAC ) '05 rewiew process. 

Pan. Om- BOX 12428 A m ,  Tow 78711 <512)463*-. . . .. 



GENE GREEN 
2Bln D8smx1, T r x a ~  

COMMITTLI ON INCRGV AND COMMERCE 
SYBCDMMlTrEE ON TELECOMMUNICLT10PE 
AND THE IMEr(NEl 

Ms, Ad&e Wiseman 
City Council Member Dislrict E 
City of Houston 
900 Bagby Street 
Houston, Texas 77002-2527 

February 4,2004 

Thank you for contactiag ow office to express your concerns regarding fighter jets being 
moved away from Elli,ngton Field. I: appreciate y o v  taking the time to share your views on this 
important issue. 

The 147' Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard and several other smaller units 
of the Texas Army National Guard at E'I1,ington Field are coming under scrutiny, and may be 
forced to relocate as part of the Base Realignment and Closure plan, which the Department of 
Defense plans to complcte by 2005, During four previous ba~e'reali~nrnents in the past 15 years, 
Texas has lost 10 major military install:itions, 

Keeping the remaining units at Bllington Held and keeping them at their current level of 
redness is extremely impomt ,  Asi& from providing the Houston area wi,th air defense, these 
units infuse a1 least $50 million into our economy. This is a major source of income to the area 
that will bc lost if these units are forced to relocate. Let me assure you that I am as concerned as 
you are about this issue and I will fight to see th.at these Texas Nationd Guard units remain at 
Ellington Field. 

Earlier this year I visired Bllington Field and met wi,th several of the offickiri stationed 
there. We diecussed the importance of keeping the 147"' Rgl~ter Wing at Ellington in order to 
protect the many local and national assets in the Houston area. To help ensure that Ellinson 
remains open, I reoently authored a letter to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, which was 
signed by IS members of the Texfis delegation. Thc letter addressed concerns about the current 
BRAC criteria and the vulncrabilities that would be created by closing Ellington Field. Enclosed 
is a copy of the letter. Let me assure you I will continue to work closely with the individuals at 
Ellington and the 147~' Fighter Wing ovcr the next year to see that they are not affected by the 
2005 round of BRAC. 
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February 4,2004 

Thank you again for talung the time to share your thoughts with me. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if 1 can be of further aesisrance. 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 



January 28,2004 

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 2030 1-1000 

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld.: 

We are writing to express our concerns regarding the draft criteria for the 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) round. Before the final criteria for BRAC are released next 
month, we ask that you consider making several changes to better reflect the role the military 
plays in homeland defense. 

First, we ask that domestic basm be given priority over fooreign bases in this round of 
BRAC. As you know, the protecdon of the citizens in this country and ow interests here at home 
is paramount, To ensure this, we must look at the role each military installation plays in doing 
this, whether it is on U.S. soil or not. 

Additionally, we believe the criteria must better reflect the role the military has been 
forced to take in protecting our homeland since the terrorist attacks of September 11,2001. For 
example, Ellington Field in Houston, Texas, which could close under the current criteria, would 
move the 147'~ Fighter Wing of the Air National Chard to either San Antonio or Corpus Christi. 
In doing so, the response time to respond to an attack at the Port of Houston, the largest pon in 
the U.S. for foreign tonnage, or the Hou8ston petrochemical complex, which accounts for nearly 
half of the nation's base pe~ochernical production capacity, would increase from seven minutes 
to thirty minutes. Closing this base would certainly jeopardize security for NASA's Johnson 
Space Center, a vital national interest which uses runways at Ellington Field, and nearly five 
million people who reside in the nation's fourth largest city. This is just one example of a 
vulnerability the current BRAC criteria could create. 

We appreciate your consideration in this matter. If we can be of further assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact our offices. 

/& ,4gr\ 

Sincerely, 



FEB. 12.2004 6:05PW 

Page 2 
January 28,2004 



'Ihe Ilonorablc Frank Corte, Jr. 
Texas Mouse of Representatives 
Chair, Defense Affairs and State & Fl~deral Relations 
P.0. Box 2910 
Austin. '1 exas 78768 

13car Mr. Chairman: 

7he information recently provided to committee members regarding interim charges is most 
welcome. Of particular interest to me are the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
chargcs. 

One of the facilities that the BRAC will be evaluating is the 147th Fighter Wing of the Texas Air 
National Guard, which calls Ellington Field, a major military and aviation facility in Houston, its 
homc. Thc entire Houston metroplex, region has a vested interest in the continuation of this 
historic unit at Ellington Field. To that end, the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership has 
structured a very aggressive plan to preserve it. 

I respectfully request, therefore, that the City of Houston be included as a site for the 
Chrnmittee's public hearings on BRAC issues. The Ellington Field military assets currently 
provide an economic impact to our community in excess of $400 million dollars, and we cannot 
afford to lose them. In addition, Ellington Field's military commands are a critical and essential 
component of the homeland security for the Port of Houston, NASA, and the Houston Medical 
Ccnter. 

Your phone call to discuss the issue S i e r  would be welcome, or the committee staff may 
contact Linda Christofilis in my capitol office. 1 look forward to working with you and my 
collcagues during the interim. 
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COMMIlTEE ON DEFENSE AFJ?AIRS AND STATE-FEDERAL RELATIONS 

CBO 
m;M< 1. COR7-E JR. SCOTT CAMPBELL 
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ronm Wbirc Delbi DONOVAN BURTON 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Representative Kick Noriega 

FROM: Chairman Frank J. Corte Jr,  

SUBJECT: Interim Subcommittees 

DATE: January 5,2004 

As you know, the Defense Affairs and State-Federal Relations Committee received our 
Interim Charges from the Speakers office recently. I have been considering how our 
Committee can best study these four important issues over the last couple of weeks and 
have decided to appoint the following subcommittees for the charges: 

I .  Examine ways h a t  Texas and other states assist iocal communities that are affected 
by mililary base closures. Include opportunities for Texas to benefit from Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission. 

2. Monitor the agencies and programs under the committee's jurisdiction, including the 
implementation of the Texas Military Preparedness Commission and other legislation by 
the 78Ih Legislature. 

These two charges cover pre-BRAC and post-BRAC issues. Since BRAC 2005 is such 
an important issue to all members on the Defense Affairs Committee, I have decided to 
appoint a Subcommittee of the whole committee combining botb RKAC charges. 
I h e  to the uniqueness of each conmunity and the effect that a base closure could have on 
a particular community, I would also like to hold Committee hearings across the State in 
dcicnse comrnuni~ies. 

Mailing Address: P.Cl Brri 2910 ' Alurin, Texas i 6 i 68 .29  19 
Office Locntton: Ei. lCT . 15I!j 463-1393 FAX (512j 463.5896 



I propose the following subcommittee hearing sites and site chairman: 

Hearinp Site . - Chairman 

San Angelo Scott Campbell 

Kilern Dianne Delisi 

Corpus Christi Gene Seaman 

E,l Paso Paul Moreno 

San Antonio Frank Corte 

3. Evaluate the uses and security of the ports in the state, including optimizing their role 
in the deployment of military troops and what measures the state can take to minimize 
security risks from potential terrorkt attack. 

Gene Scaman - Chair, Dianne White Delisi, Rick Noriega 

4. Monitor the development of a Homeland Security Strategy as set forth in HB 9, 78fi 
l,cgislaturel under the Office of the Governor and identify ways to bring homeland 
securi~y missions to Texas. 

1 x 0  Berman - Chair, Scott Campbell, Paul Moreno 

The Chairman of each particular subcommittee will decide when and where to bave 
meetings for their subcommittee. Donovan Burton in the Committee will help you in any 
regnrd. He will travel 10 all meetings to help with the procedural issues and will also help 
research the issues and prepare testimony for the hearings. He will be your extended staff 
member in regards to any hearings that you would like to hold. Donovan will also be 
responsible for helping each Subc:ommittee repare a final report at the end, which will 2 make up the full committee report to the 79 Legislature. 

As for the Subcommittee of the whole, please begin thinking about, and planning for a 
hearing in your area. 1 will be communjcating with each of you and will determine the 
dates of particular hearings as the ideas become finalized. I will make sure that each 
office has plenty of notice to auend the hearings. 

Thank you for your continued hard work and friendship on the Committee. 1 look 
forward to a productive Interim. Please let me know if 1 can be of any assistance to you 
in this. or any other maner in h e  future. 



Rep. Noriega Appointed to BRAC Subcommittee 

Slate Representative Rick Noriega D-Houston today was appointed to a Texas House 
Subcommittee set to study ways of' addressing issues relating to BRAC 2005 during the 
interim. The Chairman of the Defense Affairs and State-Federal Relations Commirtee, 
Rep. Frank J. Corte Jr. R-San Antonio, announced the appointment of the 
Subcommittee today. The 2005 round of Base Realignment and Closure will have an 
enormous effect on Texas, which could include closures of certain bases across the State 
and also could serve to gain new m~ilitary missions in Texas. "INSERT MEMBER 
QUOTE HERE" 

The Subcommittee will have three major areas of focus 1) To make sure that the State 
and local governments are doing all they can to ensure that our current bases have all they 
need to function effectively to try to avoid closure 2) To identify ways that we can 
attract new militaq missions into Texas, both before BRAC 2005 and after and 3) To 
examine ways to assist local communities to redevelop any bases that are closed in the 
2005 BRAC round. The Subcommittee will travel to several military communities across 
the State to hear from members of that particular community, including El Paso, Corpus 
Christi, Killeen, San Antonio and Sari Angelo. 

The Defense Affairs Committee has worked tirelessly since its inception in early 2003 to 
transform its relationship with military bases across the State in an effort to address issues 
such as base infrasmcture improvements, educational needs for military dependants, 
encroachment of devcloprnents near bases, and rising costs. "With vast expanses of land 
and air space and the unique terrain of the Gulf region, Texas is perfectly suited to play a 
major role in the transformation of the U.S. military that is envisioned by Secretary 
Rumsfeld and 1 see this round of BRAC as a huge opportunjty for the State," remarked 
Chainnan Corte of the BKAC round. 

As many as 25% of military bases nationwide could be closed through this BRAC round, 
including several bases in Texas. \mile the Federal Government does provide some 
financial help redeveloping closed bases, much of the redevelopment burden falls on 
local and State governments. "Because of the effect these bases have on their 
communities, if the Legislature fails to plan for base closure, it plans to fail the citizens of 
thc affected communities. We will work to find creative ways to address base closure in 
Texas," continued Chairman Corte about base closures. 

Information about the Committee, including its membership and jurisdiction can be seen 
on rhc Committee's Website at ~w.house.state.tx.us/committees/305.htm. Further 
details about the BRAC process can be found at ~w.defenselink.milhrac/. The 
Subcommittee will meet over the next several months and will provide input to the full 
Committee later in the summer. The full Committee will then issue a report addressed to 
the entire 79Ih Legislature that will spell out any changes that they have identified for the 
State to address. 



ROBERT ECKELB 
COUNTY JUDGE 

Addie Wiseman 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 7725 1-1562 

Deaz Council Member Wisemanr 

Thank you for your work on the Ellington Field Task Force and for all tbat you are doing 
in support of EIlington Field and the Air National Guard (ANG) 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing. I 
am also a supporter. 

Ellington Field provides a great bmetit to our region in the way of economic 
development, cargo transports and much more. The ANG 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing is a vital 
asset to our Homeland Security effbrts for the gulf coast region, and I believe it is 
paramount that it remains here. 

I also agree that we need to join our efforts to protect our assets in this region. From my 
office, Mike Rozell and Doug Adkinson are working together with the Task Force and 
giving them my full support. 

Addie, you are doing a great job for the constituents in District E, and I look forward to 
meeting withyou to fUrther discuss this matter at your earliest convenience. Please call 
my office at 713-755-4000 and coordinate through Mike or Doug. 

County Judge 

ADMINISTRATlON BUILDING . 1001 PRESTON. SUITE 81 1 HOUSTON. TEXAS 77002 
V13) 7564000 - (Fax) (713) 7568379 



SB15 ANTOINE, SUITE E 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77091 
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SYLVESTER T U R N E R  
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

P.0. BOX ZSIO 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78768-2910 

51 1-469-0554 

December 23,2003 

The Honorable Addie Wiseman 
Council Member 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texes 7725 1 

Dear Council Member Wiseman, 

Thank you for you letter regarding the 2005 Base Realignment and Closm Commission's 
coming evaluation of the Texas Air National Guard's 147th Fighter Wing at Ellington Field. 

Witb heightened security concerns, the need for this region to have defensive assets, such as the 
147th is greater than ever. The need to protect people of Howton, The Johnson Space Center, the 
Port of Houston and the countless indiustries in this region would make the relocation of the. 
147th Fighter Wing devastating. 

I believe that your efforts, and those ofthe Ellington Field Task Force are absolutely critical to 
ensure the security of ow region. I am ;proud to support the ANG 147th Fighter Wing, and 
Ellington Field Please let me know ho.w I can help. 

Sincerely, 

Sylvester Turner 

DISTRICT I 3 9  
UARRIS C O U N N  
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AUSTIN, TX 78768-2910 

CAPITOL GROUND GNlO 
(512) 463-0620 

FAX (512) 322-0641 

JESSICA FARRAR 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

DISTRICT 148 

0 P.O. BOX 30099 
HOUSTON, TX 77249-0099 

6515 IKVINGTON HLVD 
~10CSl'ON. Tx 77022 

(713) 691-6912 
FAX (713) 691-3363 

Bay Area Houston Economic Pmnership 
Ellington Field Task Force 
Attn: John Martinec 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, TX 77058 

Dear Mr. Martinec, 

I am writing in support of the Ellington Field Task Force and to express my concern 
regarding the draft criteria for the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure round (BRAC). 
Before the final criteria for BRAC: are released next month, I ask that you consider 
making several changes to better reflect the role of the military in homeland defense. 

First, I ask that domestic bases be given priority over foreign bases in this round of 
BRAC. The protection of the citizens in this country and our interests here at home is 
paramount. To ensure this, we must look at the role each military installation plays in 
doing this, whether it is on U.S. soil or not. 

Also, I believe that the criteria must better reflect the role the military has been forced to 
take in protecting our homeland since the September 11,2001 terrorist attacks. For 
example, Ellington Field in Houston, Texas, which could close under the current criteria, 
would move the 147th Fighter Wing of the Air National Guard to either San Antonio or 
Corpus Christi. In doing so, the response time to respond to an attack at the Port of 
Houston, the largest port in the U.S. for foreign tonnage, or the Houston petrochemical 
complex, which accounts for nearly half of the nation's base petrochemical production 
capacity, would increase from seven minutes to thirty minutes. Ciosing this base would 
certainly jeopardize security for NASA's Johnson Space Center, a vital national interest 
which uses Ellington Field runways, and nearly five million people who reside in the 
nation's fourth largest city. This is just one example of a vulnerability the current BRAC 
criteria could create. 

I appreciate your consideration in this matter. If I can be of further assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact my office. 

stat; Representative Jessica Farrar 

COMMITTEES: CORRECTIONS. COUNTY AFFAIRS i$) 



Education 
Training 

Technical Services 

To: Congressman Tom Delay 
House of Representatives 
242 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Date: November 19,2003 

Subj: 147" Fighter Wing & Ellington Field 

Dear Congressman Delay, 

As your constituent, and a strong supporter of your candidacy over the years, I am now writing 
to request your support to save the 147" Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard from 
removal or downgrading by the upcorning Base Realignment And Closure Commission (BRAC). 

The importance of the 147" Fighter \Ning to Houston, the 4" largest city in the nation can't be 
overstated. First and foremost it provides the only sustained quick response protection for the 
Port of Houston, and the gulf coast petroleum and petrochemical facilities. It also protects the 
nation's investment in space flight at NASA's Johnson Space Center. 

Tragically, the alert aircraft in the New York City area arrived too late to save the Twin Towers, 
and almost 3,000 people lost their lives. The same is true for the Pentagon, despite its close 
proximity to Andrews and Langley Air Force Bases. We cannot let this happen here. To defend 
the gulf coast we need the full complement of the 147'~ Fighter Wing's F-16 aircraft. 

Approximately 1,075 people - 400 f~ull-time men and women from this area staff the 147th 
Fighter Wing, but given federal commitments, another 700 are present at Ellington on a semi 
regular Basis. According to reliable financial estimates, the unit's overall input to the local 
economy is more than $300 million. The removal of the 147th Fighter Wing or a reduction in it's 
complement of aircraft at Ellington Field would represent a significant economic loss to an area 
already hard hit by lost petroleum industry jobs and NASA budget cuts. 

Your visible public and private suppo~t of the 147th Fighter Wing is of major importance to the 
welfare of the more than 650,000 people of the 22" Congressional District of Texas. As your 
constituent and strong supporter, I am asking for that support. If I can be of any assistance 
concerning this issue please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Michael I. Hirsch, Ph.D. 
President-Director 
www.s~straninc.com 

17625 El Camino Real. Suite 370. Houston, Texas 77058 
Telephone: 281.480.8004 . Fax: 281.480.8007 E-mail: lnfo@systraninc.com 



November 20,2003 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of Texas 
Texas State Capitol 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX 787 1 1 

Dear Governor Perry: 

We are writing to urge your strong support in ensuring that the Air National Guard 147'h Fighter 
Wing and other key military assets remain at Ellington Field. 

As you know, Ellington Field has a long and proud history in Texas. For decades, the facility has 
hosted important military functions and assets that have proven critical to our nation's security. 
Economic benefits have also been substantial to the region and state, providing hundreds of 
millions of dollars in jobs and local t~usiness. Further, the threat of terrorism and America's new 
focus on homeland security underscores the importance of Ellington Field in providing 
protection to the entire southeast Texas area. 

Unfortunately, Ellington Field could become eligible for closure as early as next year. The 
Department of Defense may announce the President's Base Realignment and Closure list as early 
as next year. It is imperative that Texas became united in its efforts to educate the public and 
decision makers about the importance of Ellington Field. Your support and leadership in this 
effort is critical. 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. We look forward to discussing how we can 
work together during the months ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Larnpson 
Member of Congress 

Chris Bell 
Member of Congress 
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PORT O F  HOUSTON AUTHORITY COMMISSION 

in support of 

Te al Guard 147th Fighter Wing 
'lington Field 

the United States 

? .,, , , ,  .. , 

WHEREAS, Houston is home.t'o'the largest petnrchemical.co~pl& in the United States, the 
NASA Johnson Space Center, tevqai aicrports, the sl,fih largesf p~od In the world, the world's largest 

rndlcal center, and ather vital lnfrastrudure ,. ~ . and facilities; and . .~ ~. . . \ , . ,  , .,.. , . . , ,  ' ,, , , . .  ?. ,., .L,,c.<c, .,',., -'..+,:?,s: $'<7'.' . . . 
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WHEREAS, 1- Fighteying escor&c(A5,r&o~~.Qp . ~ ..* *.it $,., >,&,:,-w.. jransp;?&d   re dent G-@ W. ~ . & h  , , 
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% d - B ~  
Phone: 281.333.4211 Fax: 281.3332301 . -. 

1BW NASA Parkway * Naecau Bay 8 Texaa 77068.3602 

July 8, 2005 

Donald C. Matter 
Mavor 

john D. Kennedy 
Clty Manager 

BRAC Comrnisaion 
Sen Antonio, Texas 

Gentlemen: 

In January 2004, the Clty Council of Nassau Bay unanimously passed Resolutlon 
No. R2004-1637 (copy attached) in support of the 147'"lghter Wing remalnlng at 
Ellington Field. 

Our City's support of the retention and expansion of military unlts at Ellington 
remains strong. Homeland defense issues, as well as the economlc Impact our area 
would suffer should Elllngton be rnoved, are of continued concern to the Clty Council as 
we look to the overall welfare of olur residents. 

We ask your favorable support of this vital mllltary base and thank you in 
advance for your consideratlon. 

Kindest regards, Q~s- Donald C. Matter 

Mayor 

Attachment 



e 
Phone: 281.333.4211 .Fa>:: 281.333.2301 

1800 NASA Road One Nassau Bay Texas 77058-3502 

January 27,2004 

Philip A. Johnson 
Mavor 

John D. Kennedy 
City Manager 

Dear Community Leader. 

The Nassau Bay City Council ~mcently passed the attached resolution in support 
of the retention and expansion of military units at Ellington Field. Our City's 
leadership is very concerned about homeland defense issues as well as local 
economic degradation should tl?e military units at Ellington be moved. 

We hope you will jo~n us in similar endeavors of support for the continued use 
and expansion of Ellington Field. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in support of this military base which 
is so vital to our area. 

John D. Kennedy 
City Manager 

Attachment 



RESOLUTION NO. R2004-1637 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ClTY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NASSAU BAY, TEXAS, IN SUPPORT OF THE RETENTION AND 
&XPANSION OF MILITARY UNITS AT ELLINGTON FIELD. 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated that the U. S. Department of 
Defense conduct the Base Realignment Closure Act mandates (BRAC) in 2005 
to realize significant savings bly eliminsting excess infrastructure and reshaping 
the military, which places retention of the military units at Ellington Field at risk; 
and 

WHEREAS, Houston is the fourth largest city in the U.S. and the Houston 
area is home to the Port of Houston, NASA Johnson Space Center, hundreds of 
oil refineries and chemical plents, the Texas Medical Center, and the UTMB 
Biodefense Laboratory in Galveston, all of which are potential targets of terrorism 
and need protection; and 

WHEREAS, the retentton of all military units at Ellington Field, including, 
but not limited to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147" Fighter Wing, the US. 
Army National Guard's 149" Aviation Battalion, and the United States Coast 
Guard Air Station Houston are crucial to the protection of the above named 
assets; and 

WHEREAS, Ellington Field is currently underutilized and could be the 
home of many other small military organizations spread throughout the Houston 
area and could be consolidated into a Joint Reserve Bare; and 

WHEREAS, the combined annual expenditures of the 147'~ ~ighter Wing. 
Army National Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station are 
estimated at $130 million, and using the United States General Accounting Ofice 
multiplier of 2.36 (the ratio of total to direct benefits), the overall economic impact 
would be approximately $300 million. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ClTY COUNCIL OF 
THE ClTY OF NASSAU BAY. STATE OF TEXAS: 

THAT, the City Council of the City of Nassau Bay hereby supports the 
retention of Ellington Field's existing military units at their current level of 
readiness, the identification an~d use of appropriate resources to facilitate the 
relocation of potential joint users, and further supports the vision and mission of 
Ellington Field. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 



RESOLUTION NO. R2004-16:37 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 12" day of January 2004. 

CITY OF NASSAU BAY, TEXAS 

s Philip A. Joh 
Mayor 
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cc. Bay Area Houstun Economic Partnership 
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Mayor Wayne Riddle, City af' Deer Park 
Mayor Larry Crow, Clty of I-a Marque 
Mayor Carlos Garra, City d Texas CW 
Mayor Pete C. Alfaro, City of Baytown 
General Jefferson Howell, NASAIJSC 



Keep the Vision and Mission of Ellington Field Resolution 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated that the U.S. Department of Defense conduct the Base 
Realignment and Closure Act mandates (BRAC) in 2005, to realize significant savings by 
eliminating excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, which places retention of the 
military units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Houston is the fourth liwgest city in the U.S. and the Houston area is home to the 
Port of Houston, NASA Johnson Space Center, hundreds of oil refineries and chemical plants, 
the Texas Medical Center and the UTMB Biodefense Laboratory in Galveston, all of which are 
potential targets of terrorism and need protection; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, including, but not limited to, 
the Texas Air National Guard's 147'~ Fighter Wing, the U.S. Army National Guard's 1 4 9 ~  
Aviation Battalion and the United States Coast Guard Air Station Houston, are crucial to the 
protection of the above named assets:, and 

WHEREAS, the combined annual expenditures of the 147'~ Fighter Wing, Army National 
Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station is estimated at $130 million, and using the 
United States General Accounting Office multiplier of 2.36 (the ratio of total to direct benefits), 
the overall economic impact would be approximately $300 million; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce hereby supports the 
retention of Ellington Field's existing, military units at their current level of readiness, the 
identification and use of appropriate resources to facilitate the relocation of potential joint users, 
and further supports the vision and mission of Ellington Field. 

It is hereby ORDERED that this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Commissioners 
Court this 16th day of December, 2003. 

Cindy Kennedy Claudette Alderman 
Chairman of the Board President & CEO 
Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 

1201 NASA Parkway, Houston Texas 77062 2811488-7676 * www.clearlakearea.com 



Resolution to the Board of'Directors December 15,2003 

Resolution in Support for the 
Ellington Field Task Force Mission to Retain and Grow military assets at Ellington 

Field, with reference to BRAC 2005 

The Bay Area Houston Economic Partnmership supports the efforts to retain the Texas Air National Guard's 
147" Fighter Wing for the protection of Bay Area Houston and the surrounding Greater Houston Area. 
The Partnership also supports the establishment of a Joint Reserve Base at Ellington Field to consolidate 
many of the active duty, reserve, National Guard and civil agency facilities at historic Ellington Field in 
keeping with the principles of the Department of Defense's Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
process. The Partnership supports maximum use of the funds for military communities available through 
the approved Proposition 20. Specifically, the Partnership supports the following initiatives: 

To form an Ellington Field Task Force to provide justification to the Department of Defense and 
others to preserve the 147" Fighter Wing and to realign the base as a Joint Reserve Base; and 

To fully utilize hnds  available in the approved Texas Constitutional Amendment (Proposition 20) 
to enhance the base and relocation of units to Ellington, as well as bringing military, defense, 
homeland security and veteran irelated entities to the base, which will be complementary to overall 
nature of Ellington Joint Reserve Base; and 

To liaise with the political entities at the federal, state and local levels, to obtain support for the 
Ellington Joint Reserve Base and the Ellington Field Task Force; and 

To engage Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership membership and surrounding Greater 
Houston entities in an Ellington Field Task Force for the purpose of strategic protection of the 
area's economic stability, homeland security, and quality of life for Bay Area Houston. 

We believe it is appropriate to fully utilize the business and political Houston and the 
surrounding Greater Houston Area to ensure that the Area and its nat 
protected from terrorist and other threats. 

W L  a- u 
William A. Staples, Chairman 

- 

tineo! Chairman 
'' dington Field +ask Force 

2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640, Houston, TX 77058 Phone 281.486.5535 Fax 281.486.5068 



On this the 9'h day of February, 2004, the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County, Texas 
convened in a regularly scheduled meeting w:ith the following members thereof present: 

James D. Yarbrough, County Judge; 
Eddie Barr, Commissioner, Precinct No. 1; 
Eddie Janek, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2; 
Stephen D. Holmes, Commissioner, Precinct No. 3; 
Kenneth Clark, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4; and 
Mary Ann Daigle, County Clerk 

when the following proceedings, among others, were had, to-wit: 

Whereas, the Texas Air National Guard's 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing at Ellington Field plays a vital role 
in homeland security, and its removal would leave the Gulf Coast region vulnerable to terrorist attack; and 

Whereas, the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990 authorizes the Secretary of 
Defense to close and realign military installat~~ons, such as the 147" Fighter Wing; and 

Whereas, realignment criteria is scheduled for adoption by the Department of Defense in March 
2004, and the United States Department of Defense's Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
will develop recommendations for closure and realignment of military installations by early 2005; and 

Whereas, the Gulf Coast is a region of national importance, boasting numerous refining 
petrochemical industries, busy ports, the Johnson Space Center, and over five million residents, thus making 
it a prime target for terrorists; and 

Whereas, the Commissioners' Court of Galveston County unites with the Ellington Field Task 
Force in assuring Governor Rick Perry and Adjutant General Wayne D. Marty of the importance of retaining 
the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington Field, due to its military and operational value. 

.- - - --- 
-- . 



RESOLU 

RECOGNIZING THE REGIONAL IMPORTANCE OF THE TEXAS AIR NATIONAL GUARD 1 4 7 ~ ~  FIGHTER WING AND 
URGING STATE AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO RETAIN THE 1 4 7 ' ~  AT ELLINGTON FIELD. 

I WHEREAS, the 147" Fighter Wing is an invaluable homeland security asset to the region, and its realignment would have adverse 
economic consequences to the region, and make this region more vulnerable to external threats; and 

II WHEREAS, the U S .  Department of Defense's Basc Realignment and Closure Commission (BKAC) will develop 
recommendations for closure and realignment of military installations by early 20D5;and 

I WHEREAS, realignment of the Texas Air National Guard's 147" Fighter Wing, located at Ellington Field; may be considered 
during the BRAC process; and 

I WHEREAS, the U. S. Army National Guard's 149" Aviation Battalion and the U. S. Coast Guard Air Station Houston are also 
located at Ellington with the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing, enhancing regional security, and joint location of these units and NASA at 
Ellington Field increases operational efficiency; and 

I WHEREAS, the Houston-Galveston region is home to over 5 million people and the region's refining, petrochemical industries, 
ports, South Texas Nuclear Project, Johnson Space Center and medical center are important national assets and potential terrorist 
targets; and 

I WHEREAS, local oficials and the Ellington Field Task Force are working to assure that retaining the 147 '~  will meet BRAC 
criteria for military value and economic efficiency. 

I NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Houston-Galveston Area Council that retaining the 
Texas Air National Guard 147" Fighter Wing is important to the region, and state and federal officials are strongly urged to 
support efforts to retain the 147" at Ellington Field. 

I I BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governor and Adjutant General of Texas be urged to make all appropriate efforts to retain 
the 147" Fighter Wing as a vital regional homeland security resource at Ellington Field. 

I UNANIMOUSLY PASSED AND APPROVED, this 20" day of January 2004 by the BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the 
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 

APPROVED: I 

H-GAC CHAIRMAN 

- 
The Honorable Greg B. weshoreland 
Judge, Matagorda County 
H-GAC VICE CHAIR - - -  



City of Houston, Texas Resolution No. 2004- 1 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF THE ELLINGTON FIELD TASK 
FORCE TO EMPHASIZE THE STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL MISSION OF THE 147th 
FIGHTER WlNG AS IT RELATES TO HOMELAND SECURITY AND PREVENT THE 
INCLUSION OF THE 147th FIGHTER WlNG OF THE TEXAS AIR NATIONAL GUARD AT 
ELLINGTON FIELD ON THE BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE ACT LIST OF 
MILITARY UNITS TO BE RELOCATED OR CLOSED; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILIW; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated the U. S. Department of Defense to comply 

with the Base Realignment and Closure Act ("BRAC") in 2005, in order to realize significant 

savings by eliminating excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, which places 

retention of the military units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, the 147" Fighter. Wing of the Texas Air National Guard based at 

Ellington Field is being considered for inclusion on the list of military units to be relocated; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Ellington Field Task Force is working to emphasize the strategic 

and tactical mission capability of the 147th Fighter Wing as it relates to homeland security; 

and 

WHEREAS, the 147" Fighter Wing escorted Air Force One as it transported 

President George W. Bush across the country on September 1 1 ,  2001; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, including, but not 

limited to, the Texas Air Nationai Guard's 147" Fighter Wing, the U. S. Army National 

Guard's 149" Aviation Battalion, and the United States Coast Guard Air Station Houston, 

is crucial for the protection of the citizens of the City of Houston and the surrounding areas; 



and 

WHEREAS, Houston is home to the largest petrochemical complex in the United 

States, the NASA Johnson Space Center, several airports, the Port of Houston, the Texas 

Medical Center, and other vital infrastructure and facilities; and 

WHEREAS, current response time to clear the skies over the HoustonIHarris County 

area in the event of a threat would increase with the loss of the 147" Fighter Wing; and 

WHEREAS, the regional economic impact of losing the 147th Fighter Wing, Army 

National Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station is estimated at $375 million 

per year; and 

WHEREAS, the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership and other supporters 

have formed the Ellington Field Task Force to support keeping the 147" Fighter Wing 

based at Ellington Field; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CI'TY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS: 

Section I. That the Mayor and City Council support the efforts of the Ellington Field 

Task Force to emphasize the strategic and tactical mission capability of the 147" Fighter 

Wing as it relates to homeland security and prevent the inclusion of the 147" Fighter Wing 

of the Texas Air National Guard at Ellington Field on the BRAC list of military units to be 

relocated or closed. 

Section 2. That if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase 

of this Resolution, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional, void, or invalid, the validity of the remaining 

portions of this Resolution or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances 



shall not be affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this 

Resolution that no portion thereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become 

inoperative or fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other 

portion hereof, and all provisions of this Resolution are declared to be severable for that 

purpose. 

Section 3. That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage and 

approval by the Mayor; however, in the event that the Mayor fails to sign this Resolution 

within five days after its passage and adoption, it shall take effect in accordance with Article 

VI, Section 6, Houston City Charter. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 

APPROVED this&!.&day of 

d 

I 
Mavor of f i e  City of Houston 

pursuant to Article VI, Section 6, Houston City Charter, the effective date of the 
foregoing Resolution is ,200-. 

City Secretary 

Prepared b 
RDC:ps 
0lll6i04 
L.D. File NO. O 2 l O 3 O O O O l O O 1  
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. - Bay Area Transportation Partnership / - d - -  

1350 NAE:A Parkway, #I 16. Houston. Texas 77058.281-333-1813. Fax 281-333-1504 
----- - . 

www.batp.org Executive Committee 
Chairman - Bob Robinson, GuXCoast Lhestone, lnc. Past Chairman - John L. Martinet, AeroSys Assxiates 

President: Chairmen Eled - hhn hlassey, BYL Intemelional, Inc. Adminisbation - Gemhl B. A l h  
Connie G. Elston Tfeasumr - John Kennedy, Ciiy of Nassau Bay BiI& C d e ,  Kloh Assodales, Inc. 

Semtary - David Murph)! C e M n t  Energy Jeny Newell. Turner Collie & Emden, Inc. 
Membershp - Charles A. Jeoobm Maw F M ~ Y  

RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, the United States Congress has mandated that the US. Department of Defense 

conduct the Base Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) in 2005 to realize significant savings by eliminatmg 
excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, which places retention of the military unns at Ellington Field 
at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Homeland Security rs a vital issue for the Southeast Texas Gulf Coast Reg~on in which 
the Bay Area Transportation Partnership resides, and that is home to Houston, Texas as the fourth largest 
c~ty In the nation, the Port of Houston as Ihe sixth largest port in the world, the largest petrochemical complex 
in the United States, the NASA Johnson Space Center, several airports, the world's largest medical center, 
the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Med~cal Branch Bio-contamment Laboratory, 
the Ports of Galveston, Texas City, Freeport, Palac~os, Beaumont, Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, and Orange, 
and other vital infrastructure and facilities, and 

WHEREAS, required air superiority response time to clear the skies over the Southeast Texas Gulf 
Coast from terrorists that threaten these regional assets can only be accomplished by a 147" Fighter Wing 
that operates in full force from Ellington Field; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all mditary units at Ellington Field, including, but not limited to, the Texas 
Air National Guard's 147" Fighter Wing, the Texas Army National Guard's 149" Aviation Battalion, and the 
United States Coast Guard Air Station Houston are crucial to this necessary air superiority protection; and 

WHEREAS, the loss of the 147" Fighter Wing, Army National Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast 
Guard Air Station is estimated at $275 million annual economic impact; and 

WHEREAS, 147" Fighter Wing escorted Air Force One as it transported President George W. Bush 
across the country on September 11,200i; and 

WHEREAS, the Bay Area Transportation Partnership joins in alliance with the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership and other stakeholder supporters from Greater Houston and the Southeast Texas 
Gulf Coast region in execution of the Ellington Field Task Force with a mission to retain and grow the joint 
reserve base presence at Ellington Field; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Bay Area Transportation Partnership hereb 
supports the efforts of the Ellington Field Task Force to retain and enhance the full support by the 147 i! 
Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard at Ellington Field. 

This resolution is hereby approved by the Bay Area Transportation Partnership Board of Directors 
and signed by Bay Area Transportation Partnership officials on the d$e of Januarv 22,2004. 

Bob Robinson 
I- Chairman, Bay Area Transportation Partnership , President, Bay Area Transportation Partnership 

Rqy Arm Tram~n)rfu/ion Parlnershiy 
) I~uI '  Regional Voice for Transyorln/ion Mobili/y and Air Qua/i/y 



RESOLUTION NO. R 2004-03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, TEXAS, 
RY SUPPORT OF T I E  RETENTION AND EXPANSION OF 
MILITARY UNITS AT ELLINGTON FIELD. 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated that the U.S. Department of Defense conduct the Base 
Realignment Closure Act mandates (BRAC) in 2005 to realize significant savings by 
eliminating excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, which places retention of the 
military units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Houston is the fourth largest city in the U.S. and the Houston area is home to 
the Port of Houston, NASA Johnson Space Center, hundreds of oil refineries and chemical 
plants, the Texas Medical Center, and the UTMB Biodefense Laboratory in Galveston, all of 
which are potential targets of terrorism and need protection: and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, including, but not limited 
to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147" Fighter Wing, the U.S. Army National Guard's 
149'~ Aviation Battalion, and the United States Coast Guard Air Station Houston are crucial 
to the protection of the above named assets; and 

WHEREAS, Ellington Field is currently underutilized and could be the home of many other 
small military organizations spread throughout the Houston area and could be consolidated 
into a Joint Reserve Base; and 

WHEREAS, the combined annual expenditures of the 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing, Army National 
Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station are estimated at $130 million, and 
using the United States General Accounting Office multiplier of 2.36 (the ratio of total to 
direct benefits), the overall economic impact would be approximately $300 million. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF FRIENDSWOOD, 
TEXAS: 



RESOLUTION NO. 2004-03 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has mandated that the U S .  Department of 
Defense conduct the Base Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) in 2005 to realize 
significant savings by eliminating excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, 
which places retention of the rnilitary units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Homeland Security is a vital issue for the Southeast Texas Gulf Coast 
Region in which the City of El Lago resides, and that is home to Houston, Texas as the 
fourth largest city in the nation, the Port of Houston as the sixth largest port in the 
world, the largest petrochemical complex in the United States, oil refineries, the 
NASA Johnson Space Center, several airports, the world's largest medical center, the 
South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical Branch 
Biocontainment Laboratory, the Ports of Galveston, Texas City, Freeport, Palacios, 
Beaumont, Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, and Orange, and other vital infrastructure and 
facilities: and 

WHEREAS, required air superiority response time to clear the skies over the 
Southeast Texas Gulf Coast from terrorists that threaten these regional assets can only 
be accomplished by a 147 '~  Fighter Wing that operates in full force from Ellington 
Field; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military Units at Ellington Field, including, but not 
limited to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147' Fighter Wing, the Texas Army 
National Guard's 149Ih Aviation Battalion, the United States Coast Guard Air Station 
Houston and Civil Air Patrol are crucial to this necessary air superiority protection; 
and 

Lh ; . WHEREAS, loss of the 147 Fighter Wing, Army National Guard Aviation Battalion 
and Coast Guard Air Station is estimated at $275 million annual economic impact; and 

WHEREAS, 147' Fighter Wing escorted Air Force One as it transported President 
George W. Bush across the country on September 1 1,200 1 ; and 

WHEREAS, the City of El Lago joins in alliance with the Bay Area Houston 
Economic Partnership and other stakeholder supporters from Greater Houston and the 
Southeast Texas Gulf Coast region in execution of the Ellington Field Task Force with 
a mission to retain and enhance the joint reserve base presence at Ellington Field; 

WHEREAS, Ellington Field has a long, illustrious history in service to America's 
defense, having served as the largest aviation training facility in the United States 
during World War I; and 



WHEREAS, the Bay Area I-Iouston Economic Partnership and other stakeholder 
supporters from the Greater Houston-Galveston area and the Southeast Texas Gulf 
Coast region have formed the Ellington Field Task Force with a mission to retain and 
grow the joint military base presence at Ellington Field; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of El Lago hereby supports 
the efforts of the Ellington Field Task Force to prevent the inclusion of the 1471h 
Fighter Wing of the Texas Air National Guard at Ellington Field on the BRAC list. 

, MAYOR 

ATTEST: I 



RESOLUTION 04-692 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TAYLOR LAKE VILLAGE, TEXAS, IN SUPPORT OF THE 
RETENTION AND EXPANSION OF MILITARY UNITS AT 
ELLINGTON FIELD. 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated that the US.  Department of Defense conduct the 

Base Realignment Closure Act mandates (BRAC) in 2005 to realize significant savings 

by eliminating excess infrastructur~s and reshaping the military, which places retention of 

the military units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Houston is the fourth largest city in the US. and the Houston area is home 

to the Port of Houston, NASA Johnson Space Center, hundreds of oil refineries and 

chemical plants, the Texas Medical Center, and the UTMB Biodefense Laboratory in 

Galveston, all of which are potential targets of terrorism and need protection; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, including, but not limited 

to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147'~ Fighter Wing, the U.S. Army National Guard's 

149'~ Aviation Battalion, and the lJnited States Coast Guard Air Station Houston are 

crucial to the protection of the above named assets; and 

WHEREAS, Ellington Field is currently underutilized and could be the home of many 

other small military organizations spread throughout the Houston area and could be 

consolidated into a Joint Reserve Base; and 

WHEREAS, the combined annual expenditures of the 147'~ Fighter Wing, Army 

National Guard Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station are estimated at 

$130 million, and using the United States General Accounting Office multiplier of 2.36 

(the ratio of total to direct benefits), the overall economic impact would be approximately 

$300 million. 

TLV Res 04-692 
CC App 02/04/04 
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02-11-'04 11:ZY FROM-CITY OF LaPORTE-ADM. 281-842-1259 T-672 P02/03 U-299 

RESOLUTION NO. L O O 4  0 ? 
A RESOLUTION OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZING THE REGIONAL IMPORTANCE 
OF THE TEXAS AIR NATIONAL, GUARD 147~" PIGJXlXR WING AND URGlING 
STATE AM, FEDERAL OFFICALS TO SUPPORT EFFORTS TO RETAIN THE 
1 4 7 ~ '  AT ELLINGTON FIELD; FlCNDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN 

- - .- ---,---MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 

WHEREAS, the 147& Fighter Wing is an invaluable homeland security asset to the region, 

and its realignment would have adverse economic consequences to the regioq and make this 

region more vulnerable to external threats; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Defense's Base Realignment and Closure Commission 

( B U C )  will develop recommendations for closure and realignment of military installabons 

by early 2005, and 

WHEREAS, realignment of the Texas Air National Guard's 14? Fighter Wing, located at 

Ellington Field; may be considered during the BRAC process; and 

WHEmAS, the U.S. Army National Guard's 149" Aviation Battalion and the U.S. Coast 

Guard Air Station Houston are also l o c d  at Ellington with the 1 4 p  Fighter Wing, 

enhancing regional security, and joint location of these units and NASA at Ellington Field 

increases operational efficiency; and 

WHEREAS, the Houston-Galveston region is home to over 5 million people and the 

region's refining, petrochemical industries, ports, Johnson Space Center and medical center 

are important national assets and potential terrorist targets; and 

WHEREAS, local officials and t h ~  Ellington Field Task Force are working to assure that 

retaining the 1 4 p  will meet BRAC criteria for military value and economic efficiency. 



02-11-' 04 11 : 29 FROM-CITY OF LaPOFITE-ADM. 281-842-1259 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVIED BY 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, THAT: 

Section 1 The City of La Porte recognizes that retaining the Texas Air National Guard 1 4 F  
- ---- Fighter W~ng is important to the region, and state and federal offic~ds are strongly urged to 

support efforts to retain the 1 4 7 ~  at Ellington Fwld and be it further, 

Section 2. Resolved that the Goveinor and Adjutant General of Texas be urged to make all 
appropriate efforts to retain the 14' Fighter Wing as a vital regional homeland security 

resource at Ellington Field 

Section 4. The City Council officially finds, determines, recltes and declares that a sufficient 

wntten notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this rneebng of the City Council is 

posted at a place convenient b the public at the City Hall of the City for the time required by 

law preceding &is meeting, as required by the Chapter 551, Tx. Gov't Code; and that this 

meetmg has been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this 

resolution and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted 

upon. The City Council further ratifies, approves and confums such written notice and the 

contents and p o s ~ g  thereof 

Section 5. This Rmolution shal'l be effective upon its passage aad approval. 

Passed by the City Council this 9h day of February, 2004 

Martha A. Gillett 
City Secretary 

Norman L. Maloae 
Mayor 

Knox W. Askins 
City Attorney 



CITY OF SEABROOK 
RESOLUTION NO. 2004-06 

IN SUPPORT OF TEIE ELLINGTON FIELD TASK FORCE 

WHEREAS, THE United Stated Congress has mandated that the U.S. 
Department of Defense conduct the Base Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) 
in 2005 to realize significant savings by eliminating excess inkastructure and 
reshaping the military, which places retention of the military units at Ellington 
Field at risk: and 

WHEREAS, Homeland Security is a vital issue for the Southeast Texas 
Gulf Coast Region in which the City of Seabrook resides, and that is home to 
Houston as the fourth largest city in the nation, the Port of Houston as the sixth 
largest port in the world, the largest petrochemical complex in the United States, 
oil refineries, the NASA .lohnson Space Center, several airports, the world's 
largest medical center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of 
Texas Medical Branch Bio-containment Laboratory, the Ports of Galveston, 
Texas City, Freeport, Palacios, Beaumont, Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, and Orange, 
and other vital infrastructure and facilities; and 

WHEREAS, required air superiority response time to clear the skies over 
the Southeast Texas Gulf Coast 60m terrorists that threaten these regional assets 
can only be accomplished by a 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing that operates in full force form 
Ellington Field; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, 
including, but not limited to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147 '~ Fighter Wing, 
The Texas Army National Guard's 1 4 9 ~  Aviation Battalion, The United States 
Coast Guard Air Station Houston and Civil Air Patrol are crucial to this necessary 
air superiority protection; and 

WHEREAS, loss of the 147'~ Fighter Wing, Army National Guard 
Aviation Battalion and Coast Guard Air Station is estimated at $275 million 
annual economic impact; and 

WHEREAS, 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing escorted Air Force One as it transported 
President George W. Bush across the country on September 1 1,2001; and 

WEEREAS, The City Council of the City of Seabrook joins in alliance 
with the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership and other stakeholder 
supporters from Greater Houston and the Southeast Texas Gulf Coast region in 
execution of the Ellington Field Task Force with a mission to retain and enhance 
the joint reserve base presence at Ellington Field; and 



Resolution No. 2004-06 
Page 2 

46 WHEREAS, the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership and other 
47 stakeholder supporters from the Greater Houston-Galveston area and the 
48 Southeast Texas Gulf Coast region have formed the Ellington Field Task Force 
49 with a mission to retain and grow the joint military base presence at Ellington 

Field; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEABROOK, STATE OF TEXAS: 

THAT, the City of Seabrook supports the efforts of the Ellington 
Force to prevent the inclusion of the 1 4 1 7 ~  Fighter Wing of the Texas Air 
Guard at Ellington Field on the BRAC list. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED 

CITY 

Field Task 
National 

Approved this 17" day of February, 2004. 

ATTEST: 

Robin C. Riley, Mayor 1 
74 ~ i c h e l e k ~  Glaser, TRMC 
75 City Secretary 



City of Webster 
? 101 Pennsylvania Ave. Webster, Texas 77598 Phone: (281) 332-1825 Far: (281) 332-5831 * wwwcityofwe bster.com 

February 25,2004 

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
2525 Bay Area Boulevard, Suite 640 
Houston, TX 77058 

The Webster City Council joins in the endeavor of support for the continued use and 
expansion of Ellington Field. Please find attached a copy of Resolution No. 04-02 in 
support of the retention and expansion of military units at Ellington Field as unanimously 
approved by the City Council of the City of Webster, Texas at their regular meeting of 
February 17, 2004. If we can be of further assistance, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

p2xi i~e  SF.:^!^ 'T?J>,!C 
City Secretary 



RESOLUTION NO. 04-02 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WEBSTER, TEXAS, IN SUPPORT OF THE 
RETENTION AND EXPANSION OF MILITARY UNITS AT 
ELLINGTON FIELD. 

WHEREAS, Congress has mandated that the U. S. Department of Defense 
conduct the Base Realignment Closure Act mandates (BRAC) in 2005 to realize 
significant savings by eliminating excess infrastructure and reshaping the military, which 
places retention of the military units at Ellington Field at risk; and 

WHEREAS, Houston is the fourth largest city in the U. S. and the Houston area is 
home to the Port of Houston, NASA Johnson Space Center, hundreds of oil refineries and 
chemical plants, the Texas Medical Center, and the UTMB Biodefense Laboratory in 
Galveston, all of which are potential targets of terrorism and need protection; and 

WHEREAS, the retention of all military units at Ellington Field, including, but 
not limited to, the Texas Air National Guard's 1 4 7 ~  Fighter Wing, the U. S. Army 
National Guard's 1 4 9 ~  Aviation Battalion, and the United States Coast Guard Air Station 
Houston, is crucial to the protection of the above named assets; and 

WHEREAS, Ellington Field is currently underutilized and could be the home of 
many other small military organizations spread throughout the Houston area and could be 
consolidated into a Joint Reserve Base; and 

WHEREAS, the combined annual expenditures of the 147'~ Fighter Wing, Army 
National Guard Aviation Battalion and Cost Guard Air Station are estimated at $130 
million, and using the United States General Accounting Office multiplier of 2.36 (the 
ratio of total to direct benefits), the overall economic impact would be approximately 
$300 million. 

WHEREAS, the Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership and other stakeholder 
supporters from the Greater Houston-Galveston area and the Southeast Texas Gulf Coast 
region have formed the Ellington .Field Task Force with a mission to retain and grow the 
joint military base presence at Ellington Field; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF WEBSTER, TEXAS: 

THAT, the City Council of the City of Webster hereby supports the retention of 
Ellington Field's existing military units at their current level of readiness, the 



Resolution No. 0 4 - a  

identification and use of appr~pri~ate resources to facilitate the relocation of potential joint 
users, and further supports the vision and mission of Ellington Field. 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 17 '~  day of February 2004. 

LUOd 
Donna Rogers, Mayor 

ATTEST: ,L 

- 
Pauline Small, City Secretary 



WHEREAS, Congress has Department of Defense conduct 
the Base Realignment and Closure 05 to realize sigdicant savings 
by eliminating excess infrastructure ary, which places retention of 
the military units at Ehg ton  Field 

WHEREAS, Harris County is of Houston, NASA's Johnson 
Space Center, oil refineries, chemical pl s Medical Center, all of which 
are potential targets of terrorism and ne 

t - 
WHEREAS, the retention of all milit units at Ellington Field, including, but not S limited to, the Texas Air National Guard's 147 Fighter Wing, the U. S. Army National 

Guard's 1 49h Aviation Battalion, and the.,Wed States Coast Guard Air Station Houston 
are crucial to this necessary protection; and 

2 - ?. 
e time to clear t s over the Harris County area is 

Wing would r e s k  in an i n c i ~ ~ e  to thirty minutes 
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Manis Corn@ Commissioners Court her* supports the 
n d b r y  units at their current level of r&ss, the 

identsca tp~ &use of apptopriate resomm to kilitate the relocation of potentcial joint 
users, and the vision mslqission of Ellington Field. 

;It is hereby O W R E D  that this Resolution be spread upon the minutes of 
Commissioners Court this 16th day of December, 2003. 

T ECKELS, County Judge 

E, C6rmrussioner 
Precinct Three 


