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Thank you for this opportunity to present views from Spokane, WA regarding the BRAC recommendations pertaining to 
military facilities in Washington State and at Fairchild AFB in Spokane.   
 
On behalf of the citizens of Spokane, thank you for accepting this exceptional challenge to serve on the BRAC Commission. 
This is one of the nation’s most comprehensive reviews of military installations and programs, occurring during a time of war 
– the war on terrorism – in which the women and men serving in the military face many obstacles as they provide security 
for this nation and the advancement of freedom throughout the world.   
 
This BRAC has been approached with unprecedented collaboration among our federal delegation, Governor Gregoire, the 
State Legislature and military communities in Washington State.  We are pleased that the military value of our diverse bases 
was validated in the analysis by the Department of Defense.  The military installations and their strategic missions are 
aligned with the nation’s goals for global reach, readiness and vigilance.   
 
Spokane is proud to be the home for Fairchild AFB, the only super tanker base located in the West.  Fairchild is a modern, 
joint service, multiple mission base supporting air refueling, global mobility, survival training and munitions storage.  
Strategically located in the unique Pacific Northwest Region, Fairchild has excellent flying weather and is within 100 miles of 
15 established refueling routes.  Fairchild is home to: 
 

- 92nd Air Refueling Wing – the only Tier One refueling base west of the Rockies 
- 141st Air Refueling Wing – co-located on Fairchild, the 141st partners in worldwide missions. 
- 336th Training Group (AETC) – the Air Forces’ only survival school with access to 500,000 acres of diverse land for 

training 
- 2nd Support Squadron – with conventional and strategic weapons maintenance and storage  
- Joint Personnel Recovery Agency – a DOD agency that trains those most at risk of capture. 

 
The DOD BRAC Report lists three categories of realignments for Fairchild, for tenants and for off-base military installations. 
 
The first realignment is the recommendation to close four Army Reserve and National Guard facilities in our region, and 
suggests relocation of the units stationed at those facilities to a new Armed Forces Reserve Center on Fairchild Air Force 
Base. These realignments could result in the loss of 38 direct jobs. 
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The report also states that the new Reserve Center will have the space to accommodate the Army and Air National Guard 
Units if the state ultimately decides to relocate those units.  
 
Those facilities recommended for closure include: 
 
1) Mann Hall Army Reserve Center: 

• 396th Combat Support Hospital 
• 643 Transportation Det. 
• 22 Legal Support Office 
• 981st Preventative Medicine Detachment 
• Area Maintenance Support Activity 

 
2) Walker Army Reserve Center: 

• 659th Engineer Company 
• HQ, 3rd Battalion, 415th Regiment, 1st Brigade, 104th Division 

 
3) Four Lakes Air National Guard Facility: 

• 256th Combat Communications Squadron 
 
4) Geiger Field, Spokane International Airport: 

• 242nd Combat Communications Squadron 
• A Company, 341st Military Intelligence Battalion 
• 1st Bn 161st, Mechanized Infantry Army Aviation Support Facility #2 
• Det 1 Co C 106th AVN 

 
These realignments will strengthen Fairchild AFB and will result in efficiencies and increased security for the currently 
independent units.  Further, the land that these units currently occupy can become tax generating properties, thus benefiting 
the City and County.   
 
The second realignment which affects the 141st Washington Air National Guard has several negative impacts.  The Air 
Guard would lose all eight aircraft and would become an associate of the active duty 92nd ARW.   There is synergy in this 
associate relationship, but the loss of eight aircraft means that active duty and guard aircrews would be sharing the 30 
aircraft assigned to the 92nd.  The 92nd is supporting missions in the war on terrorism and training missions along the West 
Coast – with 18 fewer aircraft than just two years ago.   This situation will be exacerbated by the loss of 8 additional aircraft 
while missions are expanded for both the 92nd and 141st.    
 
Since you may not be familiar with Fairchild AFB – it has a 14,000 ft runway, 230 acres of paved apron space, ability to 
simultaneously refuel 50 aircraft and ramp space to accommodate 100 large aircraft.  Fairchild has room for 75 KC-135 
tankers, yet will have only 30 if this realignment goes forward.  
 
While we understand that Air Guard units in other states should receive KC-135R tankers to replace the older KC-135E 
models, the loss of all eight aircraft prior to the arrival of the new KC-X tanker at Fairchild substantially limits the mobility, 
Homeland Security and state crisis support roles of the 141st WANG.  We are also concerned about the loss of 198 military 
and civilian jobs projected in this plan.  These are folks who live in our community, have children in our schools and support 
many civic projects.  



 

 
Spokane is excited about the third realignment – Fairchild AFB is to be the staging base for the new KC-X refueling tanker 
and will receive ten aircraft as soon as they roll off the line.   As indicated earlier, Fairchild has the runway, apron and 
squadron capacity to accept these new refueling aircraft and more aircraft.  The 92nd ARW has award winning talent in 
every division and is prepared to launch this aircraft, and to become the training site for the KC-X.    Fairchild has no land or 
airspace encroachment, making it possible to easily accommodate additional aircraft and additional flying missions.  The 
uncluttered airspace is excellent for training missions on the new refueling aircraft for both active duty and WANG pilots. 
Fairchild has ample space for the addition of training facilities associated with the new tanker or other new flying missions. 
 
The United States Air Force deserves, and must have a replacement refueling aircraft.  Many of the KC-135’s are twice as 
old as the pilots that fly them.  The cost and time associated with keeping these old airframes in flying condition is becoming 
prohibitive.  Our community, state and federal delegation is united in support of authorization for a next generation USAF 
refueling tanker.  
 
While the BRAC Report does not address survival training, it is important to mention that Fairchild is home to the Air Force’s 
Survival School – with 6,000 military personnel trained annually in survival, escape and evasion.  Our Chamber visited Air 
Education Training Command earlier this year and fully supports that Command’s plans for expanded survival training 
facilities at Fairchild AFB.  We also provide support to the USAF on renewal of leases for 500,000 acres of training land on 
the Colville and Kaniksu National Forests. 
 
Finally, the Spokane Community is doing its part in planning for the bases future.  The Cities and the County prevent 
encroachment through comprehensive planning and land-use decisions.  A new 270 Air Control Tower is being built at 
Spokane International Airport, providing back-up service for Fairchild AFB.  We have the support of the State to fund $5M to 
realign a rail spur off the perimeter of the base. And, we advocated for state and federal funding to build the new Michael C. 
Anderson Elementary School on the base.  The community has been supporting military families – in an award winning 
manner – winning the Abilene Trophy, the Omaha Trophy and the Fischer Award in the past four years.   We are blessed 
with a wonderful environment.  This all adds up to being the 2nd most requested base in the Air Mobility Command. 
 
On behalf of Forward Fairchild, the Spokane Chamber and the Spokane Region - thank you for the opportunity to comment 
on the BRAC report, and on Fairchild AFB. 














































































































































