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July 18, 2005 

Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

Thank you for hosting a Virginia public hearing a few weeks ago regarding the BRAC 
Commission recommendations. Responding to your recommendation, we are submitting our 
comments in writing. 

The announcement of the BRAC Commission to move approximately 18,000 jobs to Ft. Belvoir 
in Fairfax County creates an enormous opportunity to do the right thing - for both the 
Department of Defense and the County. New job growth in the County is always a plus for the 
local economy. As local elected officials representing the Richmond Highway Corridor and the 
Engineer Proving Ground (EPG), we welcome more jobs to both sites but we share some 
concern over how to ensure commutes to and from these sites less burdensome for both the new 
employees and current residents. We believe more jobs at Ft. Belvoir means further acceleration 
of our already positive redevelopment of the Richmond Highway area, and we strongly urge 
your support to place the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency at the EPG site. 

The most important missing piece of data the County needs to prepare to support this welcome 
increase in jobs means, is full information about the 18,000 jobs that will be coming to our area. 
Where do the employees live now? How do they commute now - by car, Metro, bus? Do they 
have children? Do they plan to relocate to an area closer to their jobs or do they already call our 
community home? This information is essential in trying to plan infrastructure improvements 
with the Army. 

With all of this said, we are greeting with open arms the BRAC recommendations - so long as 
those recommendations come with a commitment to sit down with County and State officials to 
ensure a smooth transition and to promote the infrastructure improvements necessary to facilitate 
such a major shift in jobs. 

Sincerely, 

Lee District Supervisor ' ~ o u n t  Vernon ~ i s t r i c t  Supervisor 
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