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As debate goes on about what 1s impacting the San Pedro River,
scientists monitor the rivers health and how to keep it flowing

HERALD/ REVIEW

SIERRA VISTA - Scientists
have a new problem to study con-
cerning the San Pedro River, ac-
cording toa US. Bureau of Land
Management official.

The problem: to present infor-
mation to policy makers to en-
sure water does not stop flowing
past the waterway’s Charleston
gauge in the future.

When water was not recorded
going by the gauge for the first
time since a measuring device
was put in the area more than 70
years ago, the Upper San Pedro
Partnership’s Technical Com-
mittee geared up to look at the

~—of "Water ﬁowmgﬂ,fP

causes, said Bill Childress,
BLM’s manager of. the San Pe-
dro Riparian National Conser-
vation Area.

On July 5 and for a few days fol-
lowing, no water was measured
going by the gauge during day-
light hours. Same water passed
the device at night. From July 9-
16, no water was measured dur-
ing the day or night, Childress
said.

ome environmental critics of

growth in the Slerra Vista Sub-

“watershed of THe San Pedro Riv-

-ersay unbridled aevelopment 1s
-thecaiise Tor the first-ever lack

b

- Char]eston gauge. ..
~“However, Childress and others

_are not jumping on that band-
wagorn yet.

Drought, excessive heat and a
late start of the summer rainy
season may have been contribut-
ing factors, he said.

Over the past few years, the

But, he said, “To me there isa
variety of reasons that may have
caused the problem.”

The partnership has anumber
of scientists and technical per-

___ sonnel who can look at the rea-
- sons why the river dried up this

See SAN PEDRO, Page A8

INSIDE

* Authors re-
view the San Pe-
dro River’s history

«Alookat how
the flow of the Sa
Pedro River is
monitored by the
federal govern-
ment.

« Growth in the
Sierra Vista area by
the numbers.

» Alookat this
past week's flow in
the San PedroRiv-
er.

PAGES A8-9
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- Dan Beauchamp
Bisbee

Why we need to act to

protect the San Pedro

To the Editor: .

Think of abathtub with an overflow
outlet near the top. Then think about
what happens when the tub is filled to
the top. That’s right, the water runs
out of the overflow Now, think about
siphoning water froni the tub at arate
that exceeds the water coming in from
the faucet.

What happens when the water level
in the tub falls below the overflow out-
let? Right again, no water flows from
the overflow. However, there is stilla
large alnount of water in the tub.

This is an oversimplified model of
our aquifer. There is @anough water, by
even the most pessimistic estimates, to
serve our community for well over 100
years. The problen: is that the San Pe-
dro River flows from the top of the
aquifer (like the overflow outiet) and
when the aquifer is lowered, the river
goes away. Estimates vary as to how
long that will take, It may be next
month or maybe 15 years, but it is go-
ing to happen if we don’t do something
about it.

Now, imagine being a small bird fly-
ing from South America to North
America in the spring. In the 700-mile
wide stretch from the Rio Grande to
the Colorado River, there is only one
thin green belt reaching northward.

-This signifies to the bird that there is

water, food, shelter and a resting area.
The bird drops into our San Pedro Riv-
er valley and grabs a bite, rests for a
while, then continues on his journey.
This is pretty much how it happens

Consequently, several millions of
birds use our valley during spring mi-
gration. What will happen if there is
no green belt where they can rest and
stoke up? I'll tell you what happens.
Millions of birds will “run out of gas”
and not complete their journey.

What also happens is that western
North America will lose most of their
summer birds. Not only will they miss
the cheery little gerns, they also will
see a major increasd in the insect pop-
ulation because there are no birds to
control them. This meaus that people
will be bitten by more bugs, they will

7

trol, some plants that are normally pol-
linated by birds will not produce seed,
and, of course, rodent numbers will in-
crease because the birds of prey that
normally keep them under control al-
so use the same migration path. This
will devastate agribusiness for our
neighbors to the north and end up
causing price increases for food.
Almost every study shows that our
aquifer is being lowered. Many people
are making statements to the effect
that population growth is not the only

- reason. There are many other causes,

such as prolonged drought, too much
vegetation along the riparian areas,
late inonsoon, abnormally high tem-
peratures, even beavers. However, lets
not cloud the issue. We'have little or no
control over the weather, the plants or
the animals. Our area of influence is
people-related, and that is where we
must put our emphasis.

The San Pedro River offers us desert
dwellers a place to go and enjoy the
natural world of ariparianarea.Itisa
huge money-maker for the local econo-
my because of all the visitorsIt is
world-renowned to birding enthusi-
asts. It is an asset to our area that is
second only to'the fort. The San Pedro
River is also protected by federal man-
date. If its life is seriously threatened,
there is good reason to believe Fort
Huachuca will be closed or greatly re-
duced. There could be international
implications since Western Canada
would be affected by the loss of birds.

So, what can we do? Follow Fort
Huachuca’s lead. They have found
ways to reduce their water usage al-
most every month for several years,
even though their papulation has in-
creased. Demand that our government
be more proactive in the water man-
agement area. Insist on stricter zoning
laws and building codes. Take away in-
centives to builders that increase den-
sity. Charge impact fees that actually
cover the cost of the new unit. If this is
not sufficient, then a moratorium on
new housing will be in order: -

1, for one, do not want to see the fort
ctosed, nb‘? A0 T want to 566 our 666
touris business dig-AnaT éspecially ™
don’f want to see thé ecology of west:

“ern North America disturbed by ot

mishandling. If we actnow mayhe we
.carhave controlled growth and still be
..ableto entjoy the river.
e earareeeer===""""" Dustch Nagle
Hereford

ing as ﬁghtlng Israe’

Te2d Danl”
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year, Childress said. Those people also
will need to come up with possible
causes and recommended solutions
for the partnership’s policy makers.

It's not easy to claim one thing
caused the problem when other issues
combined to create the problem, he
said.

“We have to look at it from a scientif-
Ic base. That’s what science Is all
about,” Childress-said.

The Partnership's Technical Com-
mittee will be meeting on Aug. 17 to
discuss the issue.

Saying there are “tons of informa-
tion already available,” Childress sald

more data may have 1o be obtained be-

fore the committee can make a conclu-
slon to present to all the partnership's
members.

‘Without scientific conclusions, the
group's policy makers, which include
Sierra Vista and Cochise: County elect-
ed officlals and himself, cannot make
logical decisions, Childiess sald.

Close prediction

A former county hydrologist Rick
Koehler predicted that the Charleston
gauge would go dry in 2008. Childress
said he was a year off.

Koehler, who was hired by the coun-
ty in July 1997, advised many times
that growti and Mother Nature
caused decreasing flows inthe river,In
1998, Koehler noted rhat mensoon
flows lessened and the suirumer rains
were starting later.

With a delay in the summer mon-

' soon, more water from the area’s wa-
ter table is used, especially by vegeta-
tlon along the river, Kochler once said.

Ta1 2038, 1ie said the lessening of the
water flow passed: the Charleston
gauge “doesn’t appear to lbe a problém
— yet.”

In a Jan. 11, 2000, article in the Sier-
ra Vista Herald/Bisbee Daily Review,
Koehler said groundwater pumping is
partof the river’s problein.

Koehler now works for a federal
agency in Colorado a:ad could not be
reached for additional comment.

Biological Diversity Center Board
Chairman Dr. Robin Silver immedl-
ately jumped on the fist report of the
river drying up at the Charleston
gauge.

On July 9, he sent out a news release
stating “excesstve deficit groundwa.
ter pumping on the Fort Huachuca/-
Sierra Vista (area) is now directly af-
fecting (the)an Pedro River base flow.”

According to figures from The Na-
ture Conservancy, water flow that
passed thegaugeinsix Junes—1999to
2004 — was normally less than 2 cubic
feet per second, except for 2001 when it
was slightly more than 3 cfs. A cfs
equals Thgallons of water going pasta
specific point in a second.

Reason for concern

US. Geological Survey hydrologist
Don Pool sald the lack of flow pastthe
Charlp; ton gauge is a major concern.

But Pool, too, said it is too early to
place blame on a specific cause, He
said that what happened at the
Charleston gauge may not be indica-
tive of what is going along the entire
waterway in the San Pedro Riparian
Natlonal Conservation Area.

People who want growth stopped be-
cause storm water in the Huachuca
Mountains does not make it to the riy-
er fail to understand {hat the water

Bt ke ey phe Ferl o

An aeriaf view of a partion of the Sanx Pedro River

NUMBER OF WELLS

There has been an increase of domestic
wells in the Sierra Vista Subwatershed The
wells pump less than 35 gallons per minute,

In 1990, thearea had 1,343 active domes-
ticwells.

in 1995, there were 1,730,

By 2000, the number ciimbedto 2,238,

Mostof the wells have been drilled in the
Hereford and Palominas areas, south of Sier-
raVista,and in the Whetstone region,north
of Huachuea City. All the areas are in unin-
corporated regions of Cochise County.

Larger wells, such as those u sed by private
water companies and foy agriculture, are not
readity available for the Sierra Vista Subwa-
tershed.

However, the entire San Pedro Basin,
which includes the Sierra Vista Subwater-
shed, goes from the Mexican border to
north of Benson and Includes 600 active
farge wells,

SOURCE: ARIZONA OURCES

0 HONDA MERALD/REV!EW

Wells near the river aiso have an im-
pact on the waterway’s flow, he said.

“We know water levels are down in
therlverandsome wells,” Poot sald. “A
well close to the river has had a 2 foot
(total) decline in the past 10 years.”

The partnership is working on solu-
tions, but the county has todo more to
enhance its recharge capabilities, the
USGS hydrologist said. And, he said,
everyone has to practice more conser-
vation.

John Glueck, a National Weather
Service meteorologist, said the weath-
er has been a major player in the past
few years, causing stream flow to
lessen.

The area near the river is in a mod-
erate drought conditlon. Even with
the recent rains, the area inay have to
g0 up to a severedrought condition, he
said.

How long the drought, which offi-
cially started in 1998, wlli last is un-
known b there have been more

E J’@—p—
DEF|N|NG THE SUBWATERSHED

The SierraVista Subwatershed of the Up-
per San Pedro Basin includes:

+The communities of Bisbee, Huachuca
City,Sierra Vista and Tombstone

« Fort Huachuca

+The unincorporated Cochise County ar-
eas of Hereford, Naco, Palominas and Whet-
stone '

» A small portion of eastern SantaCruz
County.

from rains in those mountains soaks

-into the ground and then flows under-

ground in a northeast direction, not
east to the rver.

There is a cone of depression, but it
impacts the Babocomari River, & trib-
utary tothe San Pedro River, Pool said.
A cone of depression is lowering the
water's table surface In the vicinity of
a pumping well, which causes water
not to travel beyond the immediate
area.

Two gauges along the Babocomarl
River also went dry in July, as did a
number of simllar devi¢es inareas in
southern Arizona, he said. And Pool
noted that there is little development
in some areas where gauges came up
dry, such as in Lochiel in Santa Cruz
County.

“Idon'treally know if the problem is
man induced or not,” hesaid.

There is no denying that in the past
water flow at the Charleston gauge
was more than has been measured in
the past six years, Pool said. Accord-
ingto a USGS Web slte, the 92-year av-
erage flow of water on July 30 is about
90 cfs.

On Saturday, it was slightly more

thangefsatll am.

The amount of water flowing past
thePalominas gauge a few miles south
of the Charleston device measured
3,500 cfs at 9 a.nu. Saturday.

Between the two gauges is a stretch
of the river where beavers have put up
dams. Pool said that has to belooked at
toseeif itis reducingflow to the north.

la Ntfias instead of the wetter el Nifios,
he said. El Nifios form in the Pacific
and bring better rains to, the south-
west United States.

Watching the river

Every year The Nature Conservan-
cy organizes a river walk, ineasuring
where there is water in the stream,

Holly Richter, a member of the part-
nership’s Technical Committee and
The Nature Conservancy’s Upper San
Pedro program manager, said a reach
of theriver has to have at least 30-foot-
long stretch of water to be considered
awet area,

Like others involved i the partner-
ship, a consortium of federal, state
and local agencies and private groups
established to find solutions to ensure
the San Pedro keeps flowing, Richter
said what is happening in the water-
way is a combination of problems.

“To be fair, we (the partnership)
have done a lot, but not enough yet,”
she said.

Richter said the scientist in her
wants to find out how the river works
and what can be done to make sure it
doesn’t die.

But the clock is ticking for the part- .
nership to have an answer ready to let
Congress know that the organization
has a solution to the area’s water
deficit, she said.

The river having dried up at the
Charleston gauge for the firsttime witl
make it more difficult, Richter said.

“We have to have sustainable yleld
by 2011 and 2011 is right around the
corner. It’s ashort period of time,” she.

said,

For Childress, who is directed to
keep the federally protected river
alive, the partnership’s Technlcal
Committee has to come up with the
best science possible, “and then the
policy makers will have to make polit-
Ical decisions.”

HERALD/REVIEW serzior reporter Bill Hess can
be reached at 5154615 or by e-mail at
billhess@svherld.com,
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i{ doctorate in hydrology, predicted
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B ‘ﬁﬁ' dwat rpummng Even if the
= "USPP were 1 in achieving

| Growth @ngl gzg_d will kill the San  Pedro

; hen the canary dled ina
# mine, hard-rock miners
knew the air was foul and
. acted to correct the situa-

" \tlon A comparable situation exists

today in the San Pedro Riparian Na-
tional Conservation Area, but the
modern-day miners—eleeted offi-

cials—don’t acknowledge it. The riv- -, , ‘
ADIFFERENT
VSTA

"er’s life is in danger, not theirs: -
For the first time, the river dried
up at the Charleston gauge. -

Metaphoncally, the canary died. Dur-

_ing the pre-monsoon heat; the vol-
ume has always diminished until the
rains supplement the groundwater
that’s vital to the river’s survival.
The monsoon’s late arrival is likely a

- contributing factor, but it has arrlved

late before.
In 1998 Rick Koehler, who has a

. that in 2006 the San Pedro would
-cease to flow for a few days at the -

Charleston gauge. He missed it by a o

year, but his prescience is notewor-
thy. He studied a graph that tracked

* the river’s flow for decades and, al-

though the volume varied from year
to year, the downward trend was un-
deniable. :

Koehler said recently that in the
next year or two the flow could possi-
bly increase above the trend line,

- “Don’tbe surprised,” he said, “but

don’t credit the Upper San Pedro
Partnership if that happens.” He ex-
pects.the downward trend to contin-
ue if the conditions that affect the
river den’t change.

~ Accordingto Koehler, many factors
nence the-river, 1N

Sfainable yield, the river w.

- Lee Baskan

%grgﬂ‘o eliminate

e cone, you'd have
§. | to put more.water into
it the ground than you
/1 withdraw,” he said.

. The USPP fiddles
while the river de-
| clines. The organiza-
2 tion has spent mil-
lions of dollarson -
endless studies. Nev-
ertheless, now that
the canary has died,
it’s time for politi--
cians and other part-
" - nership membersto

recommend some se-

‘ rious local action.
Consultant firm Kezziah-WatKkins

- conducted public meetings in area

- communities last year. Whenrating

"possible solutions tothe water- .
‘quandary, the attendees ranked im--

...porting water as the least desirable

fix. Citizens understand, even if* - " *
USPP chairman Bob Stram and oth-

" er politicians don’t, that importing

San Pedro water from north f Ben

son, or from mines in Tombstote or ~

in Bisbee, isa Ponzi scheme to sup-.
port Sierra Vista’s growth addiction.
The river is the ultimate loser in that

* game. Importing CAP water is apipe

- Ask USPP members to declaré how

much water the USPP has actually
saved. They respond that the part-

" nership has noauthority to require
“‘anyone to.do anything. Ask that

questlon of Sierra Vista efficials and
theirsay thatthe city is a member of
the partnership and is studying the.
problem, if they even ad1n1t toa

- problem.. .

It'stime to ﬁsh or cut ba1t but

nation of sustamable yield, The part
nership’s report to Congress states
“What concepts are unacceptable are
not yet fully defined, but will be de- . -
cided as a collective result of stake-
holder d1scuss1on debate, and con-
sensus.” The fiddlers don’t say when

_the decision will be made. -

Lacking courage to restrict water
consumption, yet resisting sugges- -
tions that Arizona designate this
sub-watershed as an Active Manage-
ment Area, the fiddlers will continue
playing the same old tune. The USPP
prefers to fine-tune its report to Con-
gress rather than takmg meanmgful
action. -

Even if the USPP failsto achleve
its stated'goal of achieving sustain-
able yield by 2011, there are no penal-
ties for fallure that’is, other than the
river’s eventual death, . y :

The USPP should insist that Sierra

" Vista initiate mandatory water-sav-
“ -ing measures that transcend the

commendable but droplet-sized
measures taken so far. Growth im-

- pacts the water supply, buthow

many newly constructed homes will
facilitate the capture of rainwater?

- How many subdivision detentlon

basins will be constructed to in-
crease recharge into our dwmdhng
aqulfer”

blic ofﬁce whow "@un‘e
deveIopers‘fo design subdivisions -
that will sighificantly increase water
Techai“g?pohtrciﬁs—wm’ cortifiue to
fiddle and the river will confinue to.

declifié. Greed and unmanaged
growth T&}g eve an
Pedro. The canary at the Cha Ch ar, eston
_ gauge a]réad?d% ‘ T

. don’t expect the USPP to do either. -
. After more than six vears of meet-
-ings, the partnership hasn’t reached §f -
a decisi,On about the USPP’s determi,

% "be at risk. The cone of depression
.+~ caused by pumping toomuch water
om the aquifer w di-

' the aquifer will continue tog
'V‘ff groundwater fro_n—l_r_e@g_h;_ngm

mall to basnar@cox.net, or by wntmg the
Herald/Review, 102 Fab Ave Slerra Vista
AZ 85635.

___..,——-—"
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~ 7 7& m (602) 542-4331
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ﬁ 7/ 75 tJ /’& ‘[ag qL W(/ : ,{ {fax)
5 e-mail: ' ' :
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-‘——“Z?;g“’; — = SN 0\ orstate.azus/conta lS Cu S SlO n ‘
A & y : D‘& ct.htm (click on the -~
v{/?ﬁ Z > PTGy TG, d \ link on the Web sjte -
A [)W /D ; Q:\ ! to send e-maif) }T{}llt,?'n inhﬂte pq(éketgﬁ:é{.dl — .
s } " atiswhatan idea ed locally by -
o P g ‘3 _ (S)?:thSm Al"??lna Judy Gignac, former manager of the
ayy /s o AN (sz'(c);.aggszss;r Bella Vista Water Co, and a member of
TR 2 S W) LW 7 - T the Upper San Pedro Partnershlp,
’/: A / 6‘ gT) g x § X g IR seems to be tryingtodo.’ .
- Z L] Sen. Marsha . The proposal, which was sent to state
TN 2% Z/ ? 7. T WU . 1} : Arzberger Sen., Tim Bee, R-Tucson, last week to be
R Distrct 2 5' : included in legislation,‘ aims at getting
w;zly/ & : e, , water users to conserve water by im-
LN b _ ff 'Z_G;‘B,SMW ! posing a surcharge for those who use
> N 2 S egiskature water excessi ely :
)% '/ 74 . / S i 1700W. ¢ - proposal comes only days after
2 R : - . Washinaton Gov-Janet Napolitarig said during her
JT/"% - ?% = ’«7 Z//, Q ) R:omaaln State of the State- speech that she was
e ﬁ;’/ '77473’" ' Q\‘,J ' Shoenix AZ 85007 ready to push for' water conservation in
i = Ao T ) _ . our desert state. e
W ﬂ . 'é' ‘gi $ \ marzberg@azleq.- —The su_rrharge idea is logical and has
=D)Lz ,4% L 4 A N, stete.azus worked in many locations. If you use
Wl m /A ﬂHD 7 27 U 3\/ \¥\ (692)926-4321. . the most water, you pay the most mon-
/) e . o ey. At this point, prlvate well owners
/”’ .3‘ 77 ¢ 2T PP : ) T ¢ (phone) wouldn't be impacted by the proposal, if \
(602)417-3146 :
-~ P ﬁ o i - it was approved. It would be only those
[ ‘IZ—& ST AT | R ax) - people who are on a water utility that
”27’7/ 7A ¥ w ? f ) J ) \t‘) -LL % : services 25 customers or more.
— <~z \ Sen. Timothy - The majority of the people inthe state :
e > PST"/T,U ’)ﬁz F:H 7% ‘c.-?«x §\§ oy " §.Bee y meet that crlterlon
i s / 408 *’“‘"ﬁ B LR : o We're glad to see the proposal come
,—-F7 /"_‘Zﬁ' = / 4"LVL/ ?”K"’? /-> 3 \ _ D?f"'“ 30 from a local person who is looking at a
4, zk o l " Arizona State solution to help spur water conserva- .
SRR = 4,\ ', Legisfature tion in Arizona. ' :
Kv?{]/‘* / * D/Z;)V 3 N \{ 1700W. Water, as we've said before, is one of :
7 = Washmgton the bigger issues we'as Arizonans need’
52, g , Room 212 - to address. Our state’s future depends
2 ’g Pgom . onushavinga knoyn and usable water
. ’ oenix AZ 8300 supply. «
T FEVTY %'74 1_{7’"’”7 ’ﬁ/ Jdﬁ” ‘é W tbee@azleg state.az . Consérvation efforts must get into
% g/ %‘/ M k 3 s - ‘place for our state to realistically pre-
A E o el YT ” (60219265683 parefor the future, . i
g : ignac, who also is a former member -
W TEIL) oTES T /wﬁ‘f :_5'( \}Q (phone) .- of the Az"gona* Board of‘Regents and »
(602)417- 3347 - CochiseiCéuity Bogfd bf*Supervisors,
(fax) is taking a ¢hance with her idea. And
E chances need tobetaken, ~. -
What we hope most is'that thls pra-
. posal will generate conversationinthe <
e - halls of the state Capitol, where ourieg-
BRAC Commission islators have 1ot had strong. enough
o conversations on the state S water sml-t- .
©oation. - L B B
AUG 01 2005 ‘With that dlSCllSSlon ‘we hop&some '
“solutions will: be dlscussed to get-our
Received state on track to conservmg more water
. and having the mg¢ ds to do that
;;,:;.... "*i- ‘“;WMUL_..,
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fSterra Vista ‘ ,
nd the rest of .
ochise County. BY BILL HESS
HERALD/ REVIEW
Zm_Dm } m:wwwm.w VISTA — It’s déja
, vu—again.

n —_-mm Some civilian community

e leaders are again looking to

. bring the military’s Defense
=m.—=0—.<. Language Institute to Fort
ied Cross sets - Huachuca or to build a campus
. for the school in Sierra Vista.

lood drive in The Defense Language Insti-
| i tute — DLI — was added to the
onor oﬁ._‘ma_o 2005 Base Realignment and
ﬂmao:m:c\ Closure Commission list last
ohn Coles. week, which could lead to

Zhe Yoople aro. M@w&e\q Pk Iensy P

ICE SHUTTLE BLASTS BACK INTO BUSINESS

G ¥

-
Fooad

t
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* The Department of Defense BRAC
= slteswww.dod milfbrac

* The Army BRAC Web site:

www.hqda.army.mil/acsim/brac

transferring the school to an- -

other area. DLI is now located
at the Army’s Presidio of Mon-
terey in California.

In 1993, Sierra Vista leaders

B gort o Lo

€ Institute aga

Locals admit it will be tough sell to B

v'lll‘.

suggested DLI be moved from
California to Arizona‘because
of the importance language
* training had to the military in-
telligence community. Train-
ing soldiers in military intelli-
gence was and continues to be
one of the main missions on
Fort Huachuca. -
2ert Huachuca 50 President

Tom Finnegan said on Tu

(st Ko

,
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Bisbee.

Randy Groth dzwcmwmﬁ

e first attempt was
made to bring DLI to Sierra
Vista, there was support from
then Gov. Fife Symington, who
promised to ensure money
was available to build a cam-
pus off the post to support the
military’s language training:
Both men said i
i~ governor,

Janet .

1in SV sights

RAC panel, state officials

ea e commission-
ers decide to'move the opera-
tion will be crucial,

Finnegan, co-chairman of
the governor’s Military Af-
fairs Committee, admits it will
be a hard selll .

The BRAC process has
changed from what it was in
the 1990s, mﬁwocmw politics

continue to v,m a major part of ,

[ See BRAC, Page A11
| .
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Box 1364
Hereford, Arizona 85615
July 30, 2005

BRAC Commuission

The Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street AUG 0 2 2005
Suite 600 Received
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Commissioners:

This communication is additional information related to my certified
mail to you of June 2, and July 5,2005

Should you have any questions regarding this correspondence I again
request you send them by mail, as I continue undergoing radiation.
Again, I will respond to any inquiry as soon as my medical situation
allows.

Sincerely,
Qasion”

Carl Bloeser

enclosures: -Letter of July 21, 2005 from the Office of General
Counsel, Dept. of the Army
-Letter of July 29, 2005 to the Office of General Counsel,
Dept. of the Army



Box 1364
Hereford, Arizona 85615
July 29, 2005

David J. Blackborow

Assistant to the General Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
Department of the Army

104 Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0410

Dear Mr. Biackborow:

This evening | returned from another week of cancer treatment
in Tucson to find in my mail your letter of July 21, 2005. Your
response fits in the category of “goofy.”

My FOIA and Privacy requests were sent to two Army flag rank
officers, one who previously occupied the position of Chief of Public
Affairs, and one who now occupies that position. Those requests were
sent by certified United States mail through the PAO at the

United States Army Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca. Neither
were responded to as it appears unknown parties at Fort Huachuca
willfully obstructed and retarded the delivery of that mail to the
intended parties. That obstruction, we believe, is a violation of the
criminal laws of the United States.

Given the documented history of making a mockery of the Freedom of
Information and Privacy Acts by personnel of the United States Army
Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca, | suggest you reconsider your
decision to refer this matter back to the deep, dark, murky, and empty
hole at Fort Huachuca that starts with the office of Ms. Gayle Olsen.



| don’t know which is worse--fighting personal cancer or fighting a
national cancer of obstruction and delay in responding to the
requirements of United States laws, rules, regulations, and orders by
Department of Army personnel, especially those that set standards for
the release of records under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information and Privacy Acts.

Carl Bloeser



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
104 ARMY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20310-0104

REPLY TO July 21, 2005

ATTENTION OF

Mr. Carl Bloeser
Box 1364
Hereford, AZ 85615

Dear Mr. Bloeser:

This letter acknowledges our receipt of your Freedom of Information
Act/Privacy Act (FOIA/PA) appeal, dated July 8, 2005. You appealed that the
Department of the Army, Office.of the Chief of Public Affairs, nor the U.S. Army . -
Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca Public Affairs Office was able to respond
within the statutory 20-day time limit to your requests for information under the
FOIA/PA.

After reviewing the appeal package you submitted, this office ascertained
that you had not submitted your FOIA/PA requests to the correct office for
response. Therefore, there was no opportunity for your requests to be reviewed
or ruled on by the proper office or Initial Denial Authority (IDA). In light of this, we
are referring your requests to U.S. Army Garrison, Fort Huachuca, at the below
address: . :

COMMANDER

U.S. ARMY GARRISON

ATTN: GAYLE OLSEN, IMSW-HUA-IMPB
2133 CUSHING STREET, SUITE 1606
FORT HUACHUCA, AZ 85613

Please direct any questions pertaining to this referral to Ms. Gayle Olsen
at the above address. We apolog|ze for any confusion this may have caused.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Assistant {o the General Counsel
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