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To: Defense Base Closure and Relignment Commission 

Fax: (703) 699-2735 

Subject: Closure of Air Force Base 

Your decision not to close Ellsworth AFB is purely political payoff to the Republican 
senator. The justification you offer about equalized costs for moving the B-1s just doesn't 
wash. You have totally dismissed the Pentagon's reasonings and cost estimates and 
substituted what you propose is plausible rationale to justify you political action. The 
negative impact on the DOD budget is real, whether you wish to acknowledge it or not, 
and the American people will come to recognize what your decision is really all about. 

Having served three years at Grand Forks AFB, I know first-hand not only the high costs 
and difficulties in maintaining the northern-tier bases, but I also am !My aware of the 
tremendous impact of the environment at the bases on the morale and welfare of the 
troops manning the installations. Keeping Ellworth open may minimize the impact on the 
town, but it does nothing to improve the defense posture of this nation-and you know it. 
The base would have been closed if Senator Daschle was still in ofice, and rightly so. It 
should now be closed regardless of who is in oftice because it is the right thing to do for 
this country, not some political payoff. I hope you will revisit this decision at the earliest. 

Frank E. Blasingame, Lt Col, USAF (Ret) 
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