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June 14,2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Chainnan
Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202
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Dear Chainnan Principi:

Weare writing to request a site visit by the Base Closure and Realignment Commission to the
Ft. Smith Air Guard Station. This visit is necessary for a fair and accurate evaluation ofthe
military value ofFt. Smith and we ask for your immediate attention to scheduling this visit.

The Secretary of Defense's recommendation includes plans for the realignment of the Ft. Smith
Air Guard Station. In reviewing the Secretary's report, we believe that the criteria considered by
the Secretary were limited in scope and, on certain grounds, erroneous, and, therefore, we are
very concerned that the Secretary's plan to realign Ft. Smith will hinder restructuring of the Air
Force.

Like you, we are committed to the primary evaluation criteria of military value and ask that you
ensure that Ft. Smith receives judicious consideration under BRAC. We appreciate your
immediate attention to this site visit request and look forward to working with you and other
BRAC commissioners.

With best wishes,

Senator Blanche Lincoln
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