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Speak Out!

Growth from base changes

Your thoughts on issues relating to the county

June 12, 2005

Last week's question: Maryland officials are advising local governments to expect as many as 10,000
new jobs at Fort Meade within seven years as the military consolidates bases and the ranks of the

National Security Agency are boosted.

Can Anne Arundel County handle the growth expected to be generated by the shift of jobs to Fort
Meade and nearby areas?

My opinion regarding Anne Arundel County's readiness for the influx of jobs into Fort Meade is one of
surprise. What makes them think they're ready?

With Route 175 being a single-lane road that sits bumper-to-bumper in both the morning and afternoon
rush hours, and Route 100 clearly being too small the first week it opened, I'm surprised that the county
would believe that it is ready.

At a mim'mum these two main thoroughfares need to be immediately widened to handle any additional

.

schools are already overcrowded\Where are we going to put those coming in?
g - -

Cindy Thompson Glen Burnie

The Fort Meade area cannot handle the expected growth from the anticipated new jobs!
I sit in traffic during every morning commute that I make on Route 32 near Fort Meade. I did hear that

some improvements or expansion of Route 175 was being considered. However, what about the Route
32 side of NSA? The current traffic mess has yet to be addressed.
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" I've lived in Anne Arundel County most of my life and have considered the area overdeveloped for qmte
me time, with the exception of schools and roads, which have not kept up'

Nancy F. DePriest Severn

Excuse me for being skeptical, but in what way are federal, military, state and local officials going to
prepare for a large influx of new employees at Fort Meade?
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They have a very poor track record of keeping up with the needs of Fort Meade and the surrounding
area.

¢ Item: The narrow, obsolete bridges that carry Route 198 over the Little Patuxent River and into Fort
Meade have been a mass of potholes and steel plates for years. No one has replaced them, although it is

obviously required.

o Item: Route 713, one of the main roads into Fort Meade and NSA, is badly in need of repaving. The
shoulders of this road, once wide, smooth pavement, have been allowed to decay almost beyond
recovery. Cyclists are afraid to use them on Fort Meade property. The areas of pavement around
manholes have been poorly kept. There is bad pavement on 713 near the intersection with State Route

175 that has been there for years.

o Item: The Boomtown area of Odenton across from Fort Meade has derelict garages, boarded-up fast
food restaurants, a depressing, seemingly unused factory and even an abandoned pawn shop. Nothing of
any substance has been done to redevelop this area.

Anne Arundel County, military officials and the state of Maryland have been unable to agree on a
timetable for widening and beautifying the main road through Boomtown, Route 175. Developers fear
building on some of the Boomtown lots because they may have gasoline or other underground
contamination, yet nobody does anything to solve this problem.

o Item: Maryland City and other area residents have lobbied for years to have a decaying, depressing

and unsafe District of Columbia-owned youth detention facility across from NSA closed. Maryland

public officials have not been able to shutter this disgraceful facility, whose detainees should be

relocated to the District.

o Item: The military is years behind on upgrading housing for military personnel at Fort Meade.

o Item: Affordable, safe civilian housing is hard or impossible to find near Fort Meade.

One could go on and on providing instances of decay, neglect, poor planning and unfulfilled promise in l ‘
the Fort Meade area, but what would be the point? Government and private industry should fix the : 1
problems around the facility today before adding thousands more new employees to the already stressed : i
Fort Meade area. ‘ \
Michael Shylanski Severn
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Md. quietly plans for a rail link to Meade

Discussions described as conceptual; new line would be at least
20 years away

By Phillip McGowan
Sun Staff

June 10, 2005

State transportation officials have quietly stepped up planning of a major rail link between the
Washington area and Fort Meade, where Pentagon shifts are expected to prompt significant growth in

coming years.

Transportation Secretary Robert L. Flanagan said his agency began looking at extending the
Washington-area Metro several months ago, and he described the discussions as conceptual. The project
is at least two decades from completion and could cost a minimum of $1 billion.

———

"[The] initial concept is somewhat daunting ... but it's worth pursuing,” he said.

Political and transportation leaders said that decades of planning would have to be done before the rail
line could be extended to Fort Meade. Residents would have to be won over, and environmental
obstacles would have to be overcome before the project could become reality.

Flanagan's comments came a day after officials at Fort Meade revealed a three-decade master plan to
manage growth in and around the 5,400-acre Army post in western Anne Arundel County. One of the
master plan's provisions includes extending the Washington Metro's Green Line by 10 miles, from
Greenbelt to Fort Meade, and potentially on to Baltimore. Such a move would accommodate tens of
thousands of defense-related jobs expected to be generated by Fort Meade, which has seen its profile
rise nationally as a center for defense and information technology.

Echoing other political and business leaders, the transportation secretary said that the anticipated jobs

|
and development in the coming decades along the Baltimore-Washington corridor necessitates seeking ‘
transportation solutions, one of them being the possibility of a Metro rail extension. 1

40,000 jobs

Fort Meade is one of Maryland's largest employers, with about 40,000 jobs. The on-post presence of the
National Security Agency generates thousands more in nearby high-technology complexes that house
some of the nation's largest defense contractors. More large-scale office space is going up around Fort
Meade to accommodate more of these companies.

The transportation secretary said that he has not been in contact with Fort Meade representatives about
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this concept, which includes continuing the rail extension from the Army post an additional 10 miles to
Baltimore-Washington International Airport. The potential cost of that extension could be another $1

billion.

"We want to talk to all of the possible parties and interests," Flanagan said. "Fort Meade is among those
interests."

He added: "We take the support of Fort Meade very seriously and give it a great deal of weight.”

Some said that the challenges of building the line may prove to be overwhelming.
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"That won't happen in our lifetime," said Rep. C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, a Democrat whose district
includes Fort Meade.

Flanagan declined to estimate a specific cost for such a project, which, as detailed yesterday, would run
along the CSX line that is used for the MARC Camden trains.

The CSX line, going north from Greenbelt, cuts through a Department of Agriculture research center,
runs alongside U.S. 1 and continues through Laurel. Flanagan said that line could then follow Route 32

toward the Fort Meade area and continue to BWI.

Anne Arundel County Executive Janet S. Owens and Fort Meade's commander, Col. John W. Ives, who
oversaw development of the master plan, said that a location near the National Business Park, which is
across the Baltimore-Washington Parkway from Fort Meade, could serve as a Metro stop.
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$100 million a mile

A spokesman for Flanagan confirmed what other transportation officials have said: That each mile of

rail would cost at least $100 million. At that rate, the price tag for the Greenbelt-to-Fort Meade

extension would be at least $1 billion. i Al
et oo e s ’ %_ﬂf \.2’\

Flanagan mentioned two@ﬁmding;osu@ One involves creating a special tax assessment ’ ‘ BM

district for nearby businesses that would benefit from a rail line. He said a similar concept s bemy used

to help fund a Metro extension to Washington Dulles International Airport in Northern Virginia.

Another revenue generator could involve an incremental real estate tax on businesses that move into the
:rj”a,; he said. ST —— %—\—N‘FU s u N “';\‘_[,:‘j Mrm&w
Maryland projects are usually funded in equal parts from state and federal sources, Flanagan said, but he 2
hoped that the U.S. government would contribute a greater share, considering the benefit to Fort Meade. M N4 ‘_
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But the question remains whether federal funding could be obtained. The Dulles line is one of 14 "E <<
projects from across the nation that federal transit officials have tecommended to Congress for next C’ see Sun

The 23-mile extension from Metro's Orange Line to just beyond Dulles is expected to cost about $3.5
billion. The first environmental study was conducted in 2000, and the project is not expected to be

finished until 2015. —Th()g)\_c\h“\\" %Q'{' % RATC e C‘L/“Q ovbobk+‘
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The Pentagon recently recommended transferring 5,300 jobs to Fort Meade as part of its base [ i
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realignment and closure process, mostly related to the National Security Agency. State officials estimate
that influx would generate at least 5,000 more jobs, mostly in the form of NSA contractors, in the next

s€ven years.

Part of Fort Meade's master plan includes using the post's 400-acre golf course as a site for several
federal agencies seeking more secure confines that Meade could provide. Such a move could create

20,000 more jobs on post.
Through a spokeswoman, Owens said she was "pleased that the secretary has listened to the concerns of

the BWI Business Partnership,” which serves the interests of business along the Baltimore-Washington
corridor and lobbies on behalf of the fort. "This is good news."
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